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ABSTRACT 

The Oriental carpet industry has woven in its fabric the lives and livelihoods of a 

number of different but inter-co1mected players. Since the 1980s the carpet industry has 

come under criticism for practices with regards to child labor. Though numerous 

development programs have since been initiated, this study probes deeper in order to 

understand people's perceptions regarding the current treatment of child laborers in the 

district of Sant Ravidas Nagar Bhadohi, Uttar Pradesh, a key weaving center of the carpet 

belt of [ndia. 

This research was guided by two key questions: 1) How do the study participants 

perceive the positive and negative aspects of child labor?; 2) How do they perceive the 

values and costs of schooling for children up to the age of 14 years? It also addresses 

adult and child laborers specifically with the related question of how they envision the 

future, and their own capacity to direct and shape it. The research sample included a total 

of 96 participants, the main categories being exporters, contractors, local and migrant 

laborers, adults and children alike, freed child laborers, development professionals and 

local educators. 
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What the study reveals is that 77% of participants believe that though child labor 

is harmful, it is, under certain circumstances, necessary for survival; 21 % believe that 

child labor is beneficial with a few harmful consequences. Notably only 5%, none of 

who are adult or child laborers themselves, believe that child labor must be abolished. 

This study does find that migrant child labor is abused relentlessly, is indistinguishable 

from bonded labor, and recommends a ban on all migrant child labor by children aged 14 

and less. This recommendation must be followed upon by provision of livelihoods, 

including carpet-weaving, for the impoverished families who are the source of this 

migrant child labor. 

Nearly 70% of the participants stated that schooling is beneficial, but the quality 

of schooling leaves much to be desired. Governmental efforts towards provision of 

primary education in Bhadohi have been criticized as deplorable. Furthermore, there is a 

real sense of frustration with the lack of employment opportunities even for well­

educated adults. Despite this disillusionment with the current system, schooling continues 

to be 2reatly valued and sought after. This study recommends that schooling for children 

in rural areas needs to be tailored to their work schedules, and include skills-training and 

tecr .. nical education as part of its curriculum. Finally, this study recommends that adult 

literacy for both men and women, of all ages, must be re-vitalized and linked to relevant 

topics such as livelihood generation, microfinance and health, among others. 
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

This qualitative study examrnes child labor practices m the Oriental carpet 

industry in the district of Sant Ravidas Nagar Bhadohi (Bhadohi), Uttar Pradesh (UP), 

India. It also seeks to understand how these practices are or can be affected by the access 

and quality of education services for children who are involved with this industry. 

Child labor and the education of children are not isolated phenomena. They are 

not exclusive of each other, nor are they independent of the socio-cultural, political and 

economic milieu of India. The condemnation of child labor as an absolute evil needs to 

be tempered with the reality of the day-to-day lives of these children and their families, 

which are usually below the subsistence level. Parental affection and care is balanced by 

the need of the family to use the child's labor for income-generation. At the same time, 

parents are responsible for providing their child with a quality education, good healthcare 

and nutritious food. In order to do so, poor parents need the collaboration not only of the 

state and oftentimes the non-profit sector, but also of the child himself. It is necessary to 

recognize the complexity of the issue, before we begin to make recommendations to 

better the 1 ives of the child laborers. 

In seeking out the perceptions of the (N = 96) study participants regarding how 

they understand child labor, and the value and costs of schooling for their children, the 

researcher found a range of responses thqt linked child labor and schooling. These 

participants from India's carpet belt viewed child labor negatively only under certain 

circumstances directly detrimental to the child's mental, physical and emotional health. 



Education, they viewed almost universally as a positive, desirable good. The parents and 

children interviewed do not view child labor and education as entirely irreconcilable. 

Rather, their complaints lie more with the quality of schooling and its potential 

usefulness. The parents interviewed are sharply aware that they cannot send their children 

to school because they cannot spare their time. Present or potential economic worth 

defines value, whether it is with regards to their child's school or work. Social acceptance 

and approbation of one's actions is the other defining element that is factored in by the 

parents who live in tight-knit, traditional, rural communities. Also, the role of tradition in 

continuing the practice of carpet-weaving from father to son cannot be understated; and 

yet the growing criticism against the practice of child labor in the industry has left many 

reluctant to teach their children traditional, carpet-weaving skills. These push and pull 

factors have to be considered in order to form a holistic picture of child labor in the 

Oriental carpet industry. 

Furthermore, these findings also highlight the fact that child labor in the Oriental 

carpet industry is both local and migrant. Migrant children come from impoverished 

districts in the states of West Bengal (Bengal), Bihar, Madhya Pradesh (MP), Chattisgarh, 

Orissa, Tharkhand, from within Uttar Pradesh, and from the neighboring country of Nepal 

as wel: Their plight is not different from those of bonded child laborers, for often they 

are taken on as apprentices for lengthy durations of time with only an initial payment that 

is given directly to the parents by the contractor, who actively seeks them out in their 

homes and villages. It is also similar to the condition of bonded laborers in that the 

migrant children have little to no freedom of movement and are subject to very harsh 
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living and working conditions. 

The recommendations that emerge from this study are directed equally towards 

the education of children and adults, as well as towards the improvement of their working 

conditions. All migrant labor by children below the age of 14 years must be strictly 

abolished, while the industry, the non-profit sector, and private businesses, who are also 

the employers, must come together to provide for the education and healthcare of migrant 

laborers between the ages of 14 to 18 years. Schoo ling for local children in Bhadohi must 

be structured in such a way that it accommodates for the work schedules they are 

expected to follow, and it must provide them with an education that is relevant to their 

future employability. Adult and adolescent education need to be re-vitalized and 

connected to the challenges of their day-to-day life including income-generation, 

women's empowerment, reproductive health and family planning, as well as mobilization 

for demanding social justice. Finally, local laborers must have benefits including a 

hardship allowance and medical coverage, over and above their regular income. Migrant 

laborers of all ages need to be given decent living and working conditions and health 

coverage. The government needs to implement the regulations regarding the minimum 

wage laws, as well as provide incentives to employers to ensure their compliance with the 

law. 

The findings and recommendations of this study indicate that collaboration 

between the government, the private sector and the non-profit sector is crucial for 

ensuring the welfare of the poorest and weakest segments of society, including child 

laborers and their families. The task of providing a decent livelihood to poor families 
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involved in the carpet industry and a good education to their children is enormous, and 

requires collaboration between all three actors. This would help keep migrant workers 

from falling through the cracks. It is not necessary that all forms of child labor in the 

industry be banned, but it is imperative that all children connected to this industry be 

provided with decent living and working conditions, and a quality education. 

1.2 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

This study sought to answer the following research questions: 

(1). How do the study participants perceive the positive and negative aspects of child 

labor? 

A child is defined as an individual below the age of 18 years, such that the 

developmental stages of both childhood and adolescence are considered under a unified 

heading. This is in keeping with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (1989), which considers all persons below the age of 18 years as children. During 

compilation and analysis of data, I recognize different age-groups to the extent possible. 

Child labor is defined as labor provided by children. Throughout this paper, this 

term is used as a neutral term. It does not carry either positive or negative connotations. 

Wherever possible, child labor is identified as either exploitative child labor or non­

exploitative, but this is not always possible since in many instances child labor is used as 

a neutral term that may or may not include exploitative and/or non-exploitative aspects. 

(2). How do the study participants perceive the values and costs of schooling for children 

up to the age of 14 years? 

In India the official age for primary education is 6 to 10 years for the grades 1 to 
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5. This is followed by secondary education between the ages of 11 to 17 years for grades 

6 to 17. By the time children reach their 14th year, they should be in 8th or 9th grade. 

However, this is not the case because a large number of children are overage, and are in 

primary school well past their 10th year and often into their 14th. Furthermore, the Indian 

constitution requires the State to provide free and compulsory education to all children 

between the ages of 6 to 14 years. Consequently, this research question addresses itself to 

children below the age of 14 years, without specifying a particular grade level. 

These two key questions were directed equally to all categories of study 

participants. The remaining three questions were directed primarily to adult laborers, 

child laborers and their families in Bhadohi district, central to the carpet-weaving 

industry in India. 

(3). How do they justify choices they have made in their own families? 

( 4). How do they perceive their capacities to change their future? 

(5). What future do they seek? 

1.3 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

This study focused on two key areas of a child's life: work and school. There has 

been considerable debate about the exclusivity and/or complementarity of these two 

pheres of activity for children in different parts of the world, and in the face of different 

work-school scenarios (Basu, 1999; Dreze & Kingdon, 2001; Ravillion & Wodon, 2000; 

UNICEF/UNESCO, 2005; Weiner, 1990). Whereas some non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) like the Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC) have 

successfully adapted schooling to children's work hours other large international 
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development agencies like the International Labor Organization (ILO) are slower to grant 

legitimacy to the work that is done by children. 

In the Oriental carpet industry child labor has been a recurring and important 

topic of research not only because it violates children's fundamental rights but also 

because of the significance of this issue across geographic borders. Handmade products 

like carpets are sold both within the country and for export. So, it has a vast customer 

base and affects a number of people, as producers, sellers and customers. It is an irony 

that is felt by many customers that these beautiful pieces of art should have been made by 

children, often at the cost of their health and education. 

Consequently, this industry has been under scrutiny since the 1980s and it has 

consistently been documented as an employer of children over the past few decades 

(Charle, 2001; Human Rights Watch, 1996; Juyal 1987; Mishra & Pande, 1996; Raj & 

Srivastava, 2000). This issue has been analyzed from a number of different perspectives. 

Anker ct. al. (1998) studied whether or not child labor was in fact indispensable to the 

process of carpet-manufacture from the point of view of the supply side, i.e., the 

manufacturers. They concluded that: 

... (ii) child labourers are replaceable by adult workers in a technical sense ... ; (iii) 
that child and adults have similar productivity; and (iv) there is a competitive cost 
advantage to hiring child labour with its magnitude relatively small for 
industrialised country sellers and consumers but relatively large for poor loom 
enterprise owners. 

In other words, poor loom owners are using children in order to remain competitive and 

possibly even solvent, for they are in no position to absorb the shock of employing a 

more expensive adult labor force. Larger loom owners though are much better placed to 
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be able to say no to child labor. However, in reality many large manufacturers 

subcontract their orders to smaller loom owners, who function independently and are 

only responsible for delivering the finished product on time, irrespective of the labor 

practices that they use. So, by adopting the don't-ask-don't-tell policy exploitative child 

labor continues to be used, not just by the small loom owners but indirectly by the large 

manufacturers as well. 

This theme of competition is re-iterated at the global level as well. When Iran 

banned child labor from its carpet industry in 1975, India and other carpet-producing 

countries did not follow suite, instead picking up on the business that was leaving Iran for 

their cheaper manufacturing sites, which continued to employ child laborers to keep the 

costs down. The need for using children in order to maintain the competitive edge of 

export-based industries, including the Oriental carpet business, was examined and 

criticized by Harvey & Riggin ( 1994 ), in their ILO sponsored report titled, Trading away 

the future: Child labor in India's export industries. Bernard D'Mello focused solely on 

the carpet industry and concluded (2004, p. 322), "Clearly, an international arrangement 

is called for to implement any strategy of 'no child labor' and to check 'beggar thy 

neighbor' responses among competitors," as was the case with Iran in the 1970s. 

In researching this issue from the supply side, scholars are more than aware of the 

economic causes of child labor. Time and again, poverty has been cited as a major factor 

that causes families to push children into work in the carpet industry (Mishra & Pande, 

1996; Vijaygopalan, 1993; Whittaker, 1998). This situation is complicated further when 

the poor are confronted with a need to provide a lump-sum of money for emergencies 
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like sickness, death or a failed crop, or for joyful occasions such as marriages or 

childbirth etc. At such times, social custom and economic need come together and force 

the poor to surrender their children to debt bondage, and this study will show how 

migrant children are brought into the carpet industry in precisely this fashion. 

Unemployment, landlessness, forced migration into cities, the helplessness of the lower 

castes - all of these are allied factors that together form the poverty trap that is 

perpetuated from one generation to the next, in the absence of external interventions 

(Ibid.). 

One of the most potent external interventions is education, and studies have 

shown that there is a link between the number of hours a child works on the carpet looms 

and the number of hours he can put into schooling, if any (Mishra & Pande, 1996; 

Mishra, 2000; Raj & Srivastava, 2000). Researchers appreciate the fact that schooling 

during regular 9 to 5 school hours is seldom possible for children whose work makes a 

significant contribution to the family income. Either these children are forced to drop out 

of school or they are unable to put in enough time and effort into their studies for any real 

learning to take place. 

Taking into account these limitations that are imposed on a child's schooling by 

child labor, and the demanding nahlfe of the work, the scholars usually recommend a 

strict cap on their working hours and strongly emphasize schooling. Recommendations 

also favor state intervention over parental authority, in cases where children are kept 

home to work instead of being sent to school. Mishra and Pande (1996, p.96) conclude by 

saymg: 
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The children must enjoy education as a fundamental right and it should be the 
Constitutional duty of the state to translate this right into a meaningful reality. 
Therefore, the parents should be prevented from sending their children to work 
and they should also be economically protected by the state. John Stuart Mill said, 
'It still remains unrecognized that to bring a child into existence without a fair 
prospect of being able, not only to provide food for its body, but instruction and 
training for its mind is a moral crime, both against the unfortunate offspring and 
against society; and that if the parent does not fulfill this obligation, the State 
ought to see it fulfilled, at the charge, as far as possible, of the parent.' 

The government responded to growing criticism about child labor in this industry 

and in others by setting up the Child Labor (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986) 

which defines a child as below 14 years of age, and bans their employment in certain 

occupations and processes, including processes connected to carpet making, dyeing and 

weaving. However, this Act does exempt families who are employing their own children, 

and government run schools which have been set up with the express purpose of teaching 

carpet making. There has been bitter opposition to this latter part of the Act; Whittaker's 

(1988, p. 49) first recommendation in the book titled A pattern of slavery: India's carpet 

boys, commissioned by the Anti-Slavery society in London, "urges the State authorities 

of Uttar Pradesh and the Union Government of India: 1) to recognize that considering 

carpet making as a cottage industry creates a myth which allows exploitation of children 

to flourish, and to ensure that the responsibilities of manufacturers as the 'Principal 

Employers' in respect of the weavers be recognised and enacted in legislation .... " In 

other words, the government is urged not to consider the parents as principal employers, 

even if they are independent loom-owners, and even though carpet making has 

traditionally been a cottage industry carried out in the homes of the rural poor, it should 

not be recognized as such. This is not an entirely feasible proposition not only because 
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the industry has traditionally been village-centered, but also because the carpet industry is 

one of the few industries that economically benefits and feeds otherwise starving village 

economies. This was pointed out time and again by all the stakeholders involved in the 

industry. Appendix A sheds more light on exactly how the carpet industry is structured, 

its history, and its labor practices. 

Another related Act passed by the Government of India (GOI) which affects the 

welfare of children in this industry is the Factories Act (1948). This too has not been 

well-received because even though it prohibits employment of children below 14 years of 

age in factories, it defines a factory as any premises with 20 or more workers, and in any 

part of which a manufacturing process is being carried on without the aid of power. Since 

carpet-weaving does not require the use of power, so long as loom owners have less than 

20 workers their premises cannot be classified as a factory, and the Factory Act with all 

its accompanying provisions for the welfare of workers and the prohibition of 

employment of children does not come into force. These two pieces of national 

legislation together with a few others are instrumental in determining the law of the land 

for child labor practices in this industry. Please turn to Appendix C for a comprehensive 

look at the different national and international legislations that relate to child labor and 

education for children. 

On the ground, the government introduced the National Child Labor Policy in 

1987, which used a three-pronged strategy including enforcement of legal provisions; 

coordination and strengthening of programs under different ministries in the areas of 

education, health, income generation and so on; and provision of non-formal education 
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through schools and other facilities for rehabilitated child laborers under targeted 

National Child Labor Projects (NCLP). NGOs too set up a number of different education 

and awareness-raising campaigns throughout the carpet belt of India, in order to protect 

and educate young children in the area. Please turn to Appendix C for an overview of 

major governmental and non-governmental efforts in the area of child labor eradication 

and provision of education for children. 

Once these efforts were implemented, later studies concentrated on evaluating 

their effectiveness in the field (Das, Shukla & Ory, 1992; Dutta & Zutshi, 2003; Raj, 

Sharma & Sharma, 2000, Vijaygopalan, 1993 ). Social labeling initiatives like 

RUGMARK, Kaleen, STEP and Care & Fair, though guided by different philosophies 

and goals, were found to have had only a "limited impact" (Raj, Sharma & Sharma, 2000, 

p. 74). Appendix C provides a more detailed picture of each of these initiatives. The 

authors reported (Ibid.): 

When one reviews the incidence of child labour across the villages where the 
presence of a particular labelling agency is significant, the impact does not seem 
to be substantial. It seems that labelling initiatives have largely concentrated on 
individual looms, namely those registered with them, and have somehow 
neglected the task to involve the village community as a whole in the campaign 
against child labour. Moreover, there was hardly any awareness about the 
labelling initiatives amongst the weavers, even on the looms that were registered 
under these initiatives. 

The government's non-formal education programs and other NGO-run education projects 

such as Project Mala have also been evaluated. While the latter was found to be effective, 

the government run schools, which are important components of the National Child 

Labor Projects (NCLP), were found to be weaker in terms of delivery of program 

objectives (Dutta & Zutshi, 2000; Varma, 2004). Government initiatives at policing 
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weaving premises through labor inspectors were found to be remarkably corrupt and 

inefficient by studies as far back as 1988 and this continues to be the case, as will be 

detailed in this dissertation as well (Whittaker, 1988; Vijaygopalan 1993). 

Despite having been the subject of much well-publicized research and the 

implementation of numerous development policies and measures, the Oriental carpet 

industry continues to struggle with the issue of child labor. Governmental and non­

governmental schools have been opened, NGOs have been mobilized around the issue of 

child labor and labor inspections have become a by-word in Bhadohi, a major area of 

carpet production. All this has been done, and yet nowhere do we hear the voices of the 

stakeholders, except in their resistance to comply with policies that tell them when and 

where children can and cannot work. 

This is where this study is significant and unique in that it reaches out directly to 

the stakeholders and asks them what they consider the positive and negative aspects of 

child labor. I spoke with parents, child laborers and ex-child laborers, manufacturers, 

contractors, teachers and development workers in order to piece together a holistic 

picture of how the practice of child labor is viewed and evaluated in the industry. At the 

same time, the study participants are asked about how they conduct their own personal 

cost-benefit analysis with regards to their children's schooling. Their responses are the 

basis of the recommendations that stem from this work. If the children have to work, then 

how best can their educational needs be met? What are the expectations of the children 

and their parents from schooling? Do parents want to teach their children carpet-weaving, 

for reasons other than their poverty? If so, what reasons do they have? This research 
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found more than a few voices of discontent around the issue of child labor and schooling 

for children. Manufacturers complained that they had all been painted with the same 

brush, parents were unhappy that they were no longer able to openly teach their children 

how to weave, children spoke of the poor quality of their schools, and contractors told of 

the ease with which they would get migrant children and how they would avoid being 

caught by labor inspectors. These voices are indicative of the general discontent with a 

system that is clamping down on child labor on one hand, and on the other hand it is 

failing to provide the children with a decent education and their families with adequate 

economic sustenance; they are also indicative of how the corruption in the existing 

system can be manipulated blatantly by some at the cost of poor children and their 

families. 

There was almost universal agreement among all stakeholders about the 

importance of education or at least basic schooling for children. Yet, many parents were 

simply unable to spare their child's time for school; others failed to see the value of an 

education that left children practically illiterate; some would rather see their child 

apprenticed to a trade that led to a more certain livelihood; and most parents simply did 

not understand the amount of input it would take in terms of effort, time and guided help 

for their child to become a doctor or an administrative officer in government service, 

which is usually the hoped for outcome of years of schooling. 

The tension between what the parents and children had been told is good for 

them, and what they themselves perceived to be in their best interests became clear in the 

conversations that I had with them. While acknowledging that education is instrumental 
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in rais:ng one's standard of living, they were skeptical that their children would indeed be 

able to do so through the medium of the local schools available to them. At the same 

time, they could see the benefit of furthering the skill of carpet-weaving that had 

sustained their rural community for generations. 

This dichotomous attitude towards the best possible use of a child's time needs to 

be taken into account in order to make effective policy and to direct aid into projects that 

will be welcomed by the target community as suitable and responsive to their needs. This 

means gaining a better understanding of children's dual roles at work and in school; not 

just from the perspective of external agencies, but also from the point of view of the 

people who are to be served. This research reveals that there is a need for schools that are 

designed especially for children who have to work; the need exists for curriculums that 

have a solid practical worth in terms of earning potential; the need also exists for 

education for adolescent drop-outs and older adults who have never been to school. This 

res.:!arch reveals that if we are aiming to establish a culture of literacy among 

impoverished populations in the carpet industry then we must work with their need to let 

their children work. 

This study is guided by the belief that if one is to formulate and implement policy, 

it rrm<:;1 b~ preceded by a thorough understanding of how the people think of their own 

lives, and of the lives and futures of their children. This is what this dissertation attempts 

to achieve - au understanding of the thinking of the target populations, and of building 

--..:pon this knowledge with policy and program recommendations to relevant parties. 

14 



CHAPTER TWO: DEFINING CHILD LABOR: 

EXPLOITATIVE & NON-EXPLOITATIVE 

This study narrows its focus to the Oriental carpet industry in a major district of 

the carpet-belt of India. However, the issue of child labor is not limited to this country, 

per se, or to the developing world or to any one industry or form of work. Therefore, it 

becomes necessary to define in precise terms who \\le consider a child, and what 

constitutes child labor. Furthermore, in understanding the phenomenon of child labor all 

development and governmental agencies must differentiate between the exploitative and 

non-exploitative forms of child labor. 

2.1 WHO IS A CHILD? 

For this dissertation we define a child as a person below the age of 18 years, not 

only because it is difficult to gauge the real age of a child from appearances, but also 

because we are examining both the exploitative and non-exploitative forms of child labor, 

and the former is damaging to children and adolescents alike. Please turn to Appendix B 

in order to review the operational definitions of key terms in detail. 

The legal definition of a child varies from one country to another depending on the 

kind of labor being provided by the individual, and the duration of time for which it is 

being done. Age is one of the major, legally defining factors that grants adult status which 

in turn allows for a whole range of activities and brings one under the purview of the 

criminal justice system of the land as an adult, as opposed to a juvenile. Different countries 

vary in terms of the age for marriage, voting, driving a vehicle, types of work, admission to 

the armed services, permission to stand for political office and so on. 
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Part 1, Article 1 of the United Nations' Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(1989) states, "For the purposes of the present Convention, a child means every human 

being below the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the child, 

majority is attained earlier" (Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, 2004, 

Convention on the Rights of the Child). The United Nations (UN) while providing its own 

definition of a child, allows for and respects that countries may have different standards 

from its own and from each other. 

In India, the Indian Majority Act, 1875 states, "Every person domiciled in India 

shall attain the age of majority on his completing the age of eighteen years and not before" 

(India code information system, January 5, 2004, The Indian Majority Act, 1875). 

However, this legal definition is variously interpreted under different Acts for different 

purposes, but in no case is it less than 14 years. 

2.2 WHAT IS CIDLD LABOR? WHEN DOES IT BECOME EXPLOITATIVE? 

There has been considerable debate over what constitutes child labor and more so 

about wh11t constitutes exploitative child labor. The term child labor has over time gathered 

negative connotations implying activity of a harmful and undesirable nature. However, in 

this dissertation we define child labor as the labor provided by children, and use it solely as 

a neutral term. Since the attempt is to find out what the participants of this study perceive 

to be the positive and negative aspects of child labor, children who work either in 

exploitative or non-exploitative situations are called child laborers. 

In order to understand what is meant by exploitative child labor we must begin by 

asking what children need in order to have a healthy, safe, happy and productive 
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childhood. Abraham Maslow ( 1908-1970), an American psychologist proposed a 

hierarchy of needs in his paper A theory of human motivation (1943). These needs are 

fundamental to all human beings. The following diagram gives us a visual picture of what 

they comprise: 

Figure 2.1. Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs 

Self­
actualization 

needs 
( self-development 
and realization) 

Esteem needs 
(self-esteem, recognition, status) 

Social needs 
(sense of belonging, love) 

Safety needs 
(security, protection) 

Physiological needs 
(hunger, thirst) 

Source: Google Image Search: ·Maslow's hierarchy of needs.' 

At the bottom of the pyramid are the most basic needs of the body, which must have 

food, water and air to survive. These are followed by the need for security and love, 

which usually come from being part of a stable family unit. Thereafter, is the need for 

recognition followed by the pinnacle of wanting to achieve self-actualization and realize 

one's potential. In most cases, children would need to be on secure ground with regard to 
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their basic needs before they can build up to the point where they are working towards 

exploring and achieving their fullest potential. Allowing a child to work or assigning him 

work duties does not automatically become detrimental to his well-being. On the 

contrary, the contribution that a child makes to his family can add to his sense of self­

esteem, while also re-enforcing the point that as a family member he belongs and is 

expected to fulfill his share of work. Expecting a child to work does not mean that he is 

not loved and cared for; it quite simply acknowledges that his help is required with 

certain tasks, just as much as that of the adults in the family. 

The question that arises then is at what point does the amount of work assigned to 

a child become detrimental to his mental, physical, emotional and moral well-being? In 

real terms, one has to ask at what point does a child have so much work and 

responsibility that he can no longer be a child, and is being deprived of his right to a 

proper education? Is the work so demanding and physically draining that his health is 

being compromised? Is he receiving adequate nutrition and does he have access to 

healthcare facilities, if required? The answers to these questions determine when child 

labor becomes exploitative in nature. 

Therefore, in this dissertation exploitative child labor is defined as all forms of 

labor that are being provided by children, either voluntarily or under coercion, at the cost 

of their health, education, and/or moral well-being. 

Having acknowledged this fact, we still need to keep in mind that in the carpet 

industry exploitative child labor often stems from situations of extreme poverty in which 

entire families and villages are languishing, helpless to extricate themselves without some 
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