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Since 1812, The N e w England Journal of 
Medicine has played its role i n medical 
circles—reporting the progress of medicine to 
physicians and medical students throughout 
the wor ld . 
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A braham Lincoln reportedly 
told a group w h o wanted to 

outlaw gamecock f ighting: "As long 
as the A l m i g h t y permits intelligent 
men, created i n His image and like­
ness, to fight i n public and ki l l each 
other while the w o r l d looks on 
approvingly, it is not for me to 
deprive the chickens of the same 
privi lege." ' 

I n the century and a half since, 
gamecocking has been legally abol­
ished i n all but a handful of states, 
while boxing has flourished and box­
ers continue to be killed and seri­
ously injured. The November 1982 
death of D u k Koo K i m fol lowing a 
bout w i t h Ray "Boom Boom" Man-
cini, and mismatches like the one 
between Larry Holmes and Randall 
"Tex" Cobb (Nov. 26, 1982) have led 
to a chorus of cries to outlaw or reg­
ulate boxing. '̂̂  
The abolitionist argument. The abo­
litionist argument was summarized 
in two editorials i n the journal of the 
American Medical Association ( JAMA) 

George /. Annas is the Edward R. Utley Pro­
fessor of Health Law at the School of Medicine 
and is chief of the Health Law Section in the 
School of Public Health. "Legal Signs" is a 
continuing feature of Centerscope. 

Legal Signs 

Boxing: 
Atavistic 
Spectacle or 
Artistic 
Sport? 

by George J. Annas, J . D . , M . P . H . 

in January 1983." George D . L u n d -
berg, M . D . , the editor, argued that 
boxing should be banned because 
unlike other recognized sports, 
where in jury is an undesired by­
product of the activity, "the principal 
purpose of a boxing match is for one 
opponent to render the other 
injured, defenseless, incapacitated, 
unconscious."- A companion guest 
editorial described boxing as "a 
vicious and deadly game" and a 
"public spectacle of brutal i ty . " 

Since those editorials, 11 fighters 
have died as a result of injuries suf­
fered i n the r ing. In May 1984, L u n d -
berg wrote a fo l iowup editorial i n 
which he pointed out that while his 
and the A M A ' s position had pro­
voked much discussion, little had 
changed. He therefore presented an 
alternative to a complete ban on box­
ing—an alternative that w o u l d elimi­
nate brain in jury to the fighters while 
retaining the "graceful" aspects of 
the sport: "Blows to the head should 
be made i l legal ," just as blows to the 
testes were previously made off l i m ­
its. (Lundberg, C. D . : Boxing should 
be banned in civilized countries— 
Round 2. J A M A 252: 2696, 1984.) 

While in jury to boxers was given 
as a major reason for abolition of this 
form of "entertainment," others, 
such as columnist George W i l l , have 
argued that "a sufficient reason (to 
outlaw boxing) is the quality of the 
pleasure boxing often gives to specta­
tors": It is "coarsening" and under­
mines the values upon which "good 
government and good life depend." 
The reformist argument. Reformers 
agree that there are abuses, but 
argue that boxing as a sport is no 
more "bloodthirsty" than football, 
auto racing or hunt ing . I t is a volun­
tary endeavor among adults, and has 
safety rules and procedures that can 
be improved, they argue. " 

The ambivalence of philosophers 
like Albert Camus, a boxing fan w h o 
opposed both violence and capital 
punishment, is alluded to by refor­
mists, and the potential artistry of 
boxing is praised. Investigative 
reporter Jack Newfield says of h i m ­
self: "1 still f ind watching a f i l m of 
Sugar Ray Robinson as exhilarating 
as reading a poem by Keats, listening 
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to a spiritual sung by Mahalia Jack­
son or hearing a soliloquy composed 
by Shakespeare. Art i s t ry is artistry, 
regardless of the calling.'"* 

The American Medical Associa­
tion's Council on Scientific Affairs 
has adopted the report of its A d v i ­
sory Panel on Brain In jury i n Boxing. 
The panel found that the mortality 
rate for boxers seems to be lower 
than that for football players, motor­
cycle racers, scuba divers, mountain 
climbers, hang gliders, sky divers 
and jockeys, although the panel "had 
no information on h o w these statis­
tics were compiled."'* 

The panel's literature review dis­
closed numerous studies of boxing's 
"punch-drunk syndrome," which is 
related to traumatic encephalopathy 
from repeated blows to the head. 
They noted, however, that almost all 
of these studies were poorly 
designed, w i t h no evaluation for pos­
sible confounding variables and no 
suitable control populations. They 
concluded that although a dangerous 
sport, boxing "does not seem any 
more dangerous than other sports 
presently accepted by society." The 
panel recommended a series of steps 
for state and local commissions to 
take to improve safety equipment, 
safety measures and medical supervi­
sion of boxing.'* 

Should boxing be outlawed? There is 
no dispute that the indiv idual states 
could, if they wanted to, outlaw box­
ing w i t h i n their borders.*'" The states' 
public-health "police powers" are 
broad enough to prohibit an activity 
that has had as many disabling in ju ­
ries as boxing . ' But since boxing 
appears to be no more dangerous to 
the participants than many other 
sports, JAMA's editor seems correct 
in focusing the abolitionist argument 
on the intent of the boxers them­
selves. 

The relevant question then 
becomes, is boxing the only socially 
accepted sport i n w h i c h the intent is 
to injure or incapacitate the oppo­
nent? Superficially the answer seems 
to be "yes," since i n other sports the 
objective is usually either territorial 
or a specific goal. The distinction, 
however, is probably illusory. The 
violence of football collisions cannot 

be persuasively distinguished f rom 
the blows delivered i n the r ing. 

I n a lawsuit filed by professional 
football player Dale Hackbart against 
the Cincinnati Bengals and one of 
their players, Charles Clark (who 
struck h i m i n the back of the head), 
U.S. District Court Judge Matsch 
noted that the most "obvious charac­
teristic (of football) is that all of the 
players engage i n violent physical 
behavior."*" 

He summarized the testimony of 
former Denver Broncos coach John 
Ralston. Ralston had testified that 
before a game, he tries to generate i n 
his players the emotional equivalent 
of the rage a father, whose family 
had just been endangered by another 
driver w h o attempted to force the 
family car off the edge of a mountain 
road, w o u l d feel after he overtook 
the offender and opened the offend­
er's door to take revenge on h i m . 

"The NFL (National Football 
League) has substituted the morality 
of the battlefield for that of the play­
ing f i e l d , " and the "restraints of civi­
lization have been left on the side­
lines," the judge said. 

Because of this, the judge ruled 
that one player could not sue another 
for in jury since there was a k n o w l ­
edgeable assumption of risk. The 
Appeals Court , however, disagreed, 
noting: " I t is diff icult to understand 
w h y social policy should dictate j u d i ­
cial blindness to the violence of 
professional football. The threat of 
proper judicial intervention can serve 
the useful function of discouraging 
uncontrolled and unnecessary vio­
lence, " i " 

Football also has in jury and regula­
tory parallels. Lor example, of 1,040 
total players and their substitutes i n 
the NFL i n 1973 and 1974, there was 
an annual average of 1,101 injuries so 
severe that the player had to be 
removed f rom the game, and 136 
players required surgery.** 

I n the late 1800s, football was 
much more dangerous than either it 
or boxing is today. Players wore no 
protective padding or helmets and, 
because of the frequency of death 
and in jury, the public demanded 
changes i n the game. After the 1905 
season, i n w h i c h there were 18 fatali­

ties and 159 serious injuries. Presi­
dent Theodore Roosevelt called 
together representatives of various 
colleges and threatened to abolish 
football altogether unless safeguards 
were adopted. 

'Boxing is the least 
regulated major sport 
...and probably the most 
vulnerable to corruption' 

Least-regulated sport. A l t h o u g h the­
oretically regulated by state and local 
boxing commissions i n 46 states, box­
ing is the least-regulated major sport 
i n the United States, and probably 
the sport most vulnerable to corrup­
t ion . 

In the days when boxing was an 
event only for a local audience, state 
and local boxing commissions may 
have made regulatory sense. But 
w i t h televison networks and cable 
stations, boxing is no longer properly 
viewed as a local public-health issue 
to be handled by exercise of the state 
police powers. I t is—like football, 
baseball, basketball and hockey—big-
time commerce, and is more appro­
priately regulated by the federal gov­
ernment under the interstate com- • 
merce clause. 

Society presumably tolerates in jury , 
i n boxing and other violent sports 
only because it assumes that players 
do not have a malicious intent to 
injure, and because i t views the like­
l ihood of in jury as slight." Neither of 
these presumptions has yet been 
proven false i n boxing. Nevertheless, 
federal regulation is needed i n box­
ing because it is basically an 
"unstructured, anarchistic sport" 
w i t h no regular schedules or leagues, 
standings that are "pol i t ical" and 
matches that are " improvised and 
arbitrary."* 

A federal boxing commission could 
do what individual state boxing com­
missions can never do: develop and 
implement uni form safety standards 
for the sport. Since most of the 
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money in boxing is for American 
television networks, the rules pro­
mulgated by a federal commission 
w o u l d stand a reasonable chance of 
becoming w o r l d w i d e standards. 

The road to regulatory reform w i l l 
not be an easy one. Individual state 
commissions w i l l not want to see 
their power taken away, and sports 
promoters w i l l w o r r y about profits. 
A l t h o u g h the federal government 
must regulate, it need not preempt 
the arena; states should be permitted 
to have stricter standards than those 
imposed by a federal boxing commis­
sion, and state boxing commissions 
should probably retain authority over 
local " tough m a n " contests, w h i c h 
should either be heavily regulated or 
outlawed. 

The federal boxing commission's 
job w i l l be to: 

• license and maintain a central 
registry of all boxers and fights; 

• sanction one set of ratings and 
champions; 

• grade all boxers to avoid flagrant 
mismatches; 

• develop reasonable medical stan­
dards regarding pre-fight physicals; 

• require the presence of ringside 
physicians having the ability to ter­
minate the f ight or extend rest peri­
ods between rounds; 

• require post-fight neurological 
examinations; 

• enforce mandatory suspensions 
after knockouts or injuries; and 

• develop and enforce safety stan­
dards regarding such equipment as 
mats and corner-post padding. 

The commission's job w i l l be to 
ensure that the sport is as safe as it 
can be, and that boxers w h o are 
likely to be injured themselves or to 
maliciously injure others are not per­
mitted to f ight . Reasonable regula­
tions could replace an increasingly 
atavistic spectacle w i t h an artistic 
sport: We owe it to the boxers and 
ourselves to try. . 
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Research in the News 

Exogenous Estrogens 
Not Implicated in 
Breast-Cancer Study 
Noncontraceptive estrogens do not 
appear to increase the risk of breast 
cancer in pre- or post-menopausal 
wom en, according to a recent report 
by researchers at BUSM's Drug Epi­
demiology Unit . Results from the 
five-year study, reported i n the July 6 
issue of the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, also indicate simi­
lar risk levels for subgroups report­
edly at higher risk, such as long-term 
users of these estrogens or those 
w i t h a family history of the disease. 

The study was based on interviews 
w i t h more than 3,000 w o m e n i n hos­
pitals across the country from 1976 to 
1981. The researchers compared 1,610 
breast-cancer patients w i t h 1,606 
women of corresponding ages hospi­
talized for other conditions on their 
history of estrogen use. 

Contrary to many earlier reports 
based on smaller sample sizes, "there 
is n o w strong evidence to suggest 

that these drugs do not increase the 
overall risk of the disease," according 
to the researchers. 

The researchers estimated the rela­
tive risk to users of conjugated or 
other noncontraceptive estrogens 
compared w i t h non-users to be less 
than 1 percent. Furthermore, the 
data suggest no increased risk for 
women w h o have used these estro­
gens for many years, even at h igh 
doses, or i n the distant past, or for 
those w h o have had one or both ova­
ries removed. 

Researchers involved in the DEU 
study were David W. Kaufman, 
Sc.D., senior investigator; L y n n A . 
Rosenberg, Sc.D., assistant director 
of the D L U ; Samuel Shapiro, M . B . , 
F.R.C.P.(L), director of the DEU; and 
Donald R. Miller, M.S. , and Susan P. 
Helmrich, M.S. , epidemiologists. 

Sexual Histories: A Useful 
Tool in Medical Practice 

Boston University School of Medicine 
researchers, i n a recent issue of 
Archives of Internal Medicine, advised 
that primary-care internists seeing 
new patients for specific problems or 
routine checkups should compile the 
patients' sexual histories to be better 
able to treat and advise them. Physi­
cians often neglect to ask for and rec­
ord this information because of its 
sensitive nature. 

The f ive-month study, carried out 
in the General Medicine Clinic at the 
Evans Memorial Department of Cl in i ­
cal Research at University Hospital , 
involved 23 general internists and 
228 patients. Eleven internists were 
trained to take detailed sexual histo­
ries of all new patients assigned to 
them dur ing the study. From this 
information, the physicians could 
answer questions important to the 
patient i n 24 percent of the cases; 

improve their understanding of the 
patient's psycho-social environment 
i n 39 percent; obtain important medi­
cal information i n 26 percent; and 
use this information to help deter­
mine the course of treatment i n 16 
percent. 

More than half of the participating 
patients reported one or more sexual 
problems or areas of concern. 
Ninety-one percent believed a discus­
sion of sexual background was or 
w o u l d have been appropriate. 
Researchers involved in the study 
were Jack Lnde, M . D . , an assistant 
professor of medicine; Sus»n Rock­
wel l , M . L d . , of the Peripheral Vascu­
lar Uni t at U H , and Marian Glasgow, 
M.S.W., an assistant professor of 
socio-medical sciences and commu­
nity medicine and director of the 
H u m a n Sexuality Teaching Program 
at BUSM. 

Vascular Factors 
Linked to Radiation-
Associated Impotence 
School of Medicine researchers 
recently reported in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association that they 
have identif ied abnormal vascular 
factors as the major physical abnor­
mality i n men having radiation-asso­
ciated impotence (RAI), a common 
side effect of radiation treatment for 
prostate cancer. The researchers 
called for further studies to examine 
whether the incidence of RAI can be 
altered by adjusting radiation dos- . 
ages or by l imi t ing the area of the 
body irradiated. 

Of 23 study subjects w i t h prostate 
cancer w h o received external beam 
pelvic radiation, 15 met the criteria 
for potency, four could achieve par­
tial erections and four were totally 
impotent. Fol lowing radiation ther­
apy, 15 of the 19 patients w h o had 
been potent or capable of partial 
erections experienced a decline i n 
capacity to partial erection or total 
impotence. The researchers found 
that while neurologic testing and 
endocrine screens failed to reveal any 
consistent abnormalities, vascular 
testing found abnormalities i n all of 
the subjects. 

Researchers involved in the study 
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Kaleidoscope 
were: I r w i n Goldstein, M . D . , an 
assistant professor of urology; Merr i l l 
I . Feldman, M . D . , a professor of 
radiology and chief of the Division of 
Radiation Medicine at U H ; Peter J. 
Deckers, M . D . , formerly an associate 
professor of surgery at BUSM and 
n o w at Hart ford Hospital , Conn. ; 
Richard K. Babayan, M . D . , an assis­
tant professor of urology; and Robert 
J. Krane, M . D . , professor and chair­
man of the Department of Urology. 

Researchers Measure 
Benefits of Coronary 
Artery Bypass Surgery 
As part of an ongoing longitudinal 
study of recovery and rehabilitation 
after major cardiac surgery, BUSM 
researchers report evidence that coro­
nary artery bypass graft surgery sub­
stantially improves patients' physical, 
sexual and social functioning. The 
report, based on interviews w i t h 
patients before and after surgery, 
appeared i n a recent issue of The 
Annals of Thoracic Surgery. 

The researchers analyzed data from 
standardized questionnaires and 
interviews administered to 340 
patients before and six months after 
their operations. After surgery, 
CABG patients had fewer total activ­
ity restrictions or incapacitated days 
per month ; experienced improvement 
in the quality of their sexual lives 
through increased energy and desire, 
and decreased pain and w o r r y ; and 
were more readily able to return to 
w o r k and to participate i n social 
functions, according to the report. 

The study was conducted at four 
hospitals, inc luding University Hos­
pital . Researchers were Babette-Ann 
Stanton, Ph .D. , an assistant research 
professor of medicine and psychiatry 
and acting chairman of the Depart­
ment of Behavioral Epidemiology; C. 
David Jenkins, Ph.D. , former chair­
man of the Department and n o w at 
the University of Texas Medical 
Branch; Judith A. Savageau, M . P . H . , 
a biostatistician; and Robert L. 
Thurer, M . D . , of the Department of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery at Beth Israel 
Hospital . 

Board Members Visit B U S M 

A special video presentation on the 
School of Medicine and discussions 
of recent advances i n medical 
research were the focus of the morn­
ing session of the annual day-long 
program for the BUSM Board of Vis­
itors, held June 15 at the School. 

The 40-minute f i l m was prepared 
by the Educational Media Support 
Center at BUSM i n cooperation w i t h 
Arthur J. Culbert, Ph .D. , assistant 
dean for student affairs. Fol lowing 
the f i l m , Arthur J. Roberts, M . D . , 
recently appointed professor and 
chairman of the Department of Car­
diothoracic Surgery at BUSM and 
chief of the Department of Cardi­
othoracic Surgery at University Hos­
pital, spoke on recent advances i n 
cardiac surgery. (See story below on 
Roberts 'appointment.) I n addit ion, 
Robert J. Krane, M . D . , professor 
and chairman of the Department of 
Urology, discussed new develop­
ments i n the evaluation and treat­
ment of male impotence. 

Other morning activities included 

tours and demonstrations of time 
lapse cinematography of cell cultures 
i n the Biochemistry Center and the 
Cell Sorter i n the Hubert H . H u m ­
phrey Cancer Research Center, 
located i n the Centers for Advance­
ment i n Health and Medicine, and 
the CT-scanner at Boston City Hospi­
tal. 

Fol lowing the luncheon, Carl 
Franzblau, Ph .D. , professor and 
chairman of the Department of Bio­
chemistry, addressed Board members 
on " M o d e r n Biochemistry" and N . 
Paul Rosman, M . D . , a professor of 
pediatrics and neurology, and direc­
tor of pediatric neurology at BUSM 
and BCH, spoke on "Advances i n 
Chi ld Neurology." 

The afternoon program also fea­
tured an update on the activities of 
the Technology Transfer Program, 
presented by Daniel Bernstein, 
M . D . , associate dean for resources 
and hospital affiliations and director 
of the Office of Industrial Liaison. 
William J. Freeman, recently 
appointed director of Development 
for BUSM, described BUSM fundrais-

Cari Franzblau, Ph.D., center, adjusts a microscope for Board member Ger­
ald S. Eilberg, left, president of Direct Marketing, Inc., during a tour of the 
Biochemistry Center. Fellow Board members James D. Price, second from 
right, vice president of Merrill Lynch, Hubbard, Inc., and Board Chairman 
Eiihu Rose, Ph.D., a partner of Rose Associates, look on. 
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ing activities and goals. 
Other speakers included Dean 

Sandson, Casey Coburn, director of 
Media Relations for BUSM, and 
E l ihu Rose, P h . D . , chairman of the 
42-member Board of Visitors. 

Four new members were elected to 
the Board this year. They are: Rich­
ard A l b e r d i n g , senior vice president, 
international, of Hewlett-Packard 
Co., Palo A l t o , Calif.; Richard Mar­
cus, chairman and chief executive 
officer of Nieman-Marcus, Inc., of 
Dallas; Pat O'Connor, principal part­
ner of the O'Connor and Hannan 
law f i r m , Washington, D.C. ; Laszlo 
Tauber, M . D . , a surgeon at Jefferson 
Memorial Hospital i n Washington, 
D . C . , and a clinical professor of sur­
gery at Georgetown University. 

SPH Offers Doctorate 
A m o n g the many recent achieve­
ments of the School described by 
Dean Sandson and others dur ing the 
Board of Visitors' visit was the tre­
mendous g r o w t h of the School of 
Public Health. As of this fal l , a new 
doctoral program is offered through 
SPH's Epidemiology and Biostatis-
lics Section. The Doctor of Science 
Degree i n Epidemiology (Sc.D.) pro­
gram, SPH's first doctoral program, 
was unanimously approved last 
spring at a BUSM general faculty 
meeting and instituted this fall . 

The program offers health profes­
sionals the chance to conduct original 
research i n epidemiology while they 
pursue careers as professional epide­
miologists, according to Theodore 
Colton, Sc.D., chief of the Section 
and director of the program. Stu­
dents i n the program are provided 
w i t h a foundation i n epidemiologic 
principles and methods, biostatistical 
methods and general public-health 
knowledge. 

Areas of specialization i n the pro­
gram are: chronic disease epidemiol­
ogy, communicable disease epide­
miology, epidemiologic theory and 
design, epidemiology of health ser­
vices, behavioral and psychosocial 
epidemiology and environmental epi­
demiology. The Section is one of five 
academic sections at SPH, the others 
being Environmental Health, Health 

Law, Health Services, and Social and 
Behavioral Sciences. 

Revolving Loan Fund Begun 
Earlier this year, the School of Public 
Health was the recipient of a $25,000 
award f rom the Massachusetts 
Health Research Institute for the 
Revolving Student Loan Fund at 
SPH. A ceremony was held at the 
School to mark the award, which is 
for.the exclusive use of state, county 
and municipal employees enrolled as 
students at SPH. The School's 
Revolving Student Loan Fund is a 
permanent self-sustaining loan f u n d 
that was established i n 1982. 

Center Director Named 
Board members also were informed 
of the appointment of Herbert H . 
Wot iz , P h . D . , as the new director of 
the Hubert H . H u m p h r e y Cancer 
Research Center. The appointment of 
Wotiz, w h o helped to plan the Cen­
ter and has held several key posi­
tions w i t h i n the organization, was 
approved by the Boston University 
Board of Trustees on June 13. 

Dean Sandson, w h o announced 
the appointment, lauded Wotiz as 
"one of the outstanding scientists i n 
the field of cancer research." He 
added, "We are very fortunate to 
have Dr. Wotiz as director of the 
H u m p h r e y Cancer Research Center. I 
am certain he w i l l provide the leader­
ship to keep the Cancer Research 
Center at the forefront of research in 
this important f i e l d . " 

Wotiz replaces Paul H . Black, 
M . D . , w h o became director i n 1979. 

Black gave up the position in order 
to devote more time to his research 
and to his duties as chairman of 
BUSM's Department of Microbiology. 
"We greatly appreciate the excellent 
contributions that Dr. Black has made 
to the Cancer Center over the last 
five years," Dean Sandson said. 

A native of Vienna, Austria, Wotiz 
received his doctorate in biochemis­
try f rom Yale University and joined 
the BUSM faculty i n 1950. His initial 
research assignment was to set up 
the School's first cancer laboratory, 
and he has been involved in cancer 
research ever since. He has held a 
number of posts at the Center, 
including associate director, deputy 
director and research coordinator. 

Herbert H. Wotiz, Ph.D. 

Pictured with portrait of Sidney R. 
Cooperband, M.D., are, from left, his 
mother, Adeie, his widow, Seima, and his 
son,Robert. 

Portrait Unveiled 
A color portrait of the late Sidney R. 
Cooperband, M . D . , the first director 
of the H u m p h r e y Center, n o w hangs 
i n the conference room of the Center. 
The portrait was hung during the 
Center's f i f th annual Sidney R. 
Cooperband Symposium, at which 
eight BUSM faculty members gave 
scientific talks. " I hope that the work 
Sidney started w i l l continue through 
the work of his students w h o are 
carrying on in his footsteps," said his 
w i d o w , Selma, at the unvei l ing. 
Cooperband died in 1979 at age 47 
fol lowing a long illness. 
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Group Donates Equipment 
Another recent event involving the 
H u m p h r e y Center was the donation 
of two important pieces of equipment 
by members of A i d for Cancer 
Research, an organization of some 30 
wome n f rom the Greater Boston area 
w h o raise funds to pay for cancer 
research. Members of the group 
recently took part i n the dedication 
of the Laminar Flow H o o d and Car­
bon Dioxide Incubator, together val­
ued at more than $10,000. The equip­
ment is being used i n the laboratory 
of Herbert Z . K u p c h i k , Ph .D. , an 
associate professor of microbiology 
and pathology. 

Affiliation Established 
In the field of international health, a 
formal affiliation recently was estab­
lished between the School of M e d i ­
cine and the Nat ional Institutes of 
Health of Mexico, according to 
Joseph J. Vi ta le , Sc.D., M . D . , asso­
ciate dean for international health 
and director of BUSM's nutr i t ion 
education program. The affiliation, 
similar to the relationship the School 
has had w i t h Health Education 
Professional Schools i n Columbia, 
South America, for the past 10 years, 
consists of a student and faculty 
exchange program, conferences and 
research activities. 

The School of Medicine recently 
co-sponsored a conference w i t h the 
National Institutes of Health of Mex­
ico. Dean Sandson, Vitale and sev­
eral other BUSM faculty members 
spoke at a Mexico City conference on 
"Complications D u r i n g Pregnancy 
and i n the N e w b o r n Infant , " 
attended by 320 physicians. Also 
recently i n Lat in America, Juan Car­
los Vera, M . D . , an assistant profes­
sor of medicine, presented a course 
i n hematology to 500 physicians at 
the Health Education Professional 
Schools. 

Roberts Heads Department 
The School of Medicine has a new 
department head, A r t h u r J. Roberts, 
M . D . , a respected surgeon and 
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Arthur }. Roberts, M.D. 

researcher f rom the University of 
Florida Medical Center i n Gainesville, 
w h o recently was appointed profes­
sor and chairman of the Department 
of Cardiothoracic Surgery at BUSM 
and University Hospital . 

Roberts, whose research projects 
have included studies of methods to 
diagnose perioperative heart attacks 
and "cross-clamping," a technique 
used i n coronary bypass surgery, had 
been w i t h the Florida Medical Cen­
ter's Department of Surgery since 
1981. 

While completing his medical stud­
ies at Case Western Reserve School 
of Medicine i n Cleveland, the sur­
geon played professional football 
w i t h the Cleveland Browns and the 
M i a m i Dolphins. He also was a star 
quarterback du r ing his college years 
at Columbia University. 

Roberts trained at Yale-New Haven 
Hospital , the National Heart and 
Lung Institute i n Washington, D.C. , 
and the Cornell-New York Hospital 
Medical Center i n New York City, 
and held a position at Northwestern 
University i n Chicago prior to his 
University of Florida appointment. 

U H Construction Under Way 
More than 130 surgical beds and a 
16-bed surgical intensive care unit are 
among the facilities to be located i n a 
partial replacement facility being con­
structed by Universi ty Hospita l . 
Construction began this summer as 
part of the first phase of plans to 
bui ld the facility, and to install the 
Medical Center's new telephone sys­
tem. Dimens ion 2000. 

The new facility w i l l house the 
Hospital's inpatient units presently 

located i n its oldest buildings. The 
Hospital received approval of its 
Determination of Need application 
for the project last winter f rom the 
state Public Health Counci l . The 
facility is expected to be completed i n 
1986. It w i l l be buil t on Parking Lot 
A , adjoining the Health Services (H) 
Building. Alternate parking w i l l be 
made available for employees and 
visitors. 

I n addition to the 131 surgical beds 
and the surgical intensive care unit , 
the bui ld ing w i l l house operating and 
recovery rooms; diagnostic radiology; 
admitt ing; a pharmacy; a consoli­
dated materials-management unit ; 
and a lobby, gift shop and coffee 
shop. 

As part of the project, remaining 
beds i n the old buildings w i l l be 
transferred to the Preston Family 
Building; medical beds i n the Preston 
Building w i l l move to the Evans 
Building; and all ambulatory surgery 
w i l l be relocated to the Hospital's 
Booth Ambulatory Surgery Uni t , 
located at the Goldman School of 
Graduate Dentistry. I n addition, ren­
ovations w i l l be made i n the Evans 
and Preston buildings and the Hospi­
tal kitchen, and some equipment w i l l 
be replaced or added. 

Hospital personnel, w h o had been 
planning the facility for more than 
three years, received the long-
awaited notification of the D o N 
approval at a hearing last February at 
which BUSM officials, community 
representatives, referring physicians 
and former patients spoke i n support 
of the facility. 

I n June, construction got under 
way to add a sixth floor to the H 
Building to house emergency genera­
tors for the new bui ld ing , as well as 
telephone switch gear for the Medical 
Center's new telephone system, 
Dimension 2000, expected to be i n 
operation early next year. 

Mescon Honored at Reception 
Nearly 100 former residents and fel­
lows, along w i t h present colleagues 
and friends, attended a dinner and 
reception i n June at the Brockton A r t 
Museum to honor Herbert Mescon, 
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The 120th anniversary of Boston City Hospital was marked earlier this year with a 
celebration that included speeches, displays and a large birthday cake. The speakers 
included Baiius Walker Jr., left, commissioner of the Massachusetts Department of Pub­
lic Health, and Kenneth C. Edeiin, M.D., right, professor and chairman of BUSM's 
Department of Obstetrics and Cynecoiogy and chairman and director of the BCH Obi 
Cyn Department. Also pictured is the Rev. Wiiiiam Loesch, Protestant chaplain at 
BCH. 

M . D . , w h o retired i n August after 
serving for 32 years as chairman of 
the Department of Dermatology at 
BUSM and chief of the Section of 
Dermatology at University Hospital . 
Mescon w i l l retain his faculty posi­
tion of professor of dermatology. His 
administrative duties have been 
transferred to Peter E . Pochi, M . D . , 
w h o is serving as inter im chairman 
and acting chief of the departments. 

Herbert Mescon, M.D. 

Mescon was presented a Bachrach 
portrait of himself, which w i l l hang 
i n the Department at the School. He 
also received a piece of Steuben glass 
and an album containing photos and 
notes from most of the 93 former res­
idents and fellows w h o d i d all or 

part of their training under Mescon, 
many of w h o m attended the event. 
The dinner was hosted by the der­
matology staffs of BUSM and Tufts 
Universi ty School of Medicine, 
where Mescon is a lecturer. 

Pochi received his M . D . degree 
f rom BUSM i n 1955. He joined the 
BUSM faculty i n 1962 and currently 
is a professor of dermatology. 

"We are pleased and satisfied that 
Dr. Pochi has agreed to take on the 
chairmanship i n addit ion to his 
extensive research and teaching 
activities," said Dean Sandson. 

Arthritis Grants Awarded 
The University's Mul t ipurpose 
A r t h r i t i s Center has been awarded a 
three-year renewal award of approxi­
mately $2 mi l l ion by the National 
Institutes of Heal th , Center Director 
A l a n S. Cohen, M . D . , recently 
announced. 

The Center, one of the 12 original 
United States Arthri t is Centers 
started i n 1977, has continued to 
grow to encompass health-care 
research, education and community 
studies i n arthritis, according to 
Cohen, w h o is the Conrad Wessel-

hoeft Professor of Medicine at BUSM. 
The Center also contains two core 
units, one specializing i n Health Care 
Research and the other i n A m y l o i d 
Research. The associate director of 
the Center is Robert F. Meenan, 
M . D . , M . P . H . , an associate professor 
of medicine and director of the Bos­
ton City Hospital Arthr i t i s Clinic. 
Cohen also is chief of medicine and 
director of the Thorndike Memorial 
Laboratory at BCH. 

Vokonas Heads Study 

Pantel S. Vokonas, M . D . , an associ­
ate professor of medicine at BUSM, 
has been named director of one of 
the largest studies on aging i n the 
United States, the Veterans A d m i n i s ­
tration's Normative A g i n g Study. 
The interdisciplinary study has fol ­
lowed a group of more than 2,000 
men since 1963 and is conducting 
comprehensive evaluations of the 
subjects' physical, mental and social 
changes over the years. 

The study was undertaken to 
determine the normal patterns of 
aging and the precursors of such dis-

Pantei S. Vokonas, M.D. 

eases of aging as heart disease, 
hypertension, diabetes and osteopo­
rosis (softening of the bones), and 
the influence of these diseases on the 
aging process. The study is spon­
sored by the Medical Research Ser­
vice of the Veterans Adminis t ra t ion 
and receives support from the 
National Institute on A g i n g , among 
other sources. Work is carried out at 
the VA Outpatient Clinic i n Boston. 
Vokonas also is a member of the 
School's Section of Preventive Medi ­
cine and Epidemiology. 

Boston University Centerscope 9 



Representatives of the pharmaceuticai and biomedicai industries recently attended a day­
long Technology Transfer Program seminar at BUSM on "Perspectives in Immunologi­
cal and Molecular Oncology." School of Medicine researchers who spoke during the day­
long program included, from left, Frederick L. Mooiten, M.D., and Robert Eckner, 
Ph.D., both associate professors of microbiology, shown visiting with Neil Ackerman of 
DuPont Corporation. In addition to DuPont, such companies as Corning Medical, 
Medquest, Miliipore, Rehabilitation Centers of America and Seragen have become asso­
ciates of the program, which began last year under the direction of Daniel S. Bernstein, 
M.D., associate dean for resources and hospital affiliations, and director of the Office of 
Industrial Liaison. 

Alexander C. Matoitsy, M.D. 

Matoltsy Receives Medal 
Another Department of Dermatology 
faculty member i n the news is Alex­
ander G. Matoltsy, M . D . , a research 
professor of dermatology, pathology 
and biochemistry, w h o recently was 
presented the Stephen Rothman 
Medal and A w a r d i n Washington, 
D.C. , at a meeting of the Society for 
Investigative Dermatology. He 
received the honor for his contribu­
tions to the field of dermatology, 
specifically for his w o r k on keratini-
zation. 

Fellowship Awarded 
For his groundbreaking w o r k i n car­
diovascular epidemiology and pre­
ventive cardiology and for his many 
years of leadership at the Boston 
Universi ty-Framingham Heart Study, 
W i l l i a m B. Kannel , M . D . , recently 
was awarded a 1984 Honorary Fel­
lowship A w a r d f rom the American 
College of Preventive Medicine in 
Washington, D.C. 

Kannel, a BUSM professor of med­
icine and chief of the Section of Pre­
ventive Medicine and Epidemiology 

Wiiiiam B. Kannel, M.D., 
M.P.H. 

at U H , is the former director of the 
Boston University-Framingham Heart 
Study. The Honorary Fellowship 
A w a r d acknowledges important pre­
ventive medicine accomplishments 
made by individuals not normally eli­
gible for Fellowship i n the College. 

Whitaker Awardees Named 
Four BUSM faculty members w h o 
collaborate on research projects w i t h 
investigators at Massachusetts Ins t i ­
tute of Technology have been named 
recipients of 1984-85 Whitaker Health 
Sciences Fund grants. The $40,000 
grants f u n d young BUSM researchers 
collaborating w i t h M I T faculty on 
biomedical research. 

This year's BUSM awardees and 
their projects are: Ellen M . Berkow-
i tz , P h . D . , an assistant professor of 
biochemistry, "The Role of Trans-
scriptional Enhancers i n the Regula­
tion of Cytoskeletal Proteins"; Patri­
cia L . Foster, P h . D . , an assistant 
professor of public health (environ­
mental health), "Mechanisms of 
Mutagenesis by a H u m a n Carcino­
gen, Aflatoxin B l " ; Javier Navarro, 
Ph .D. , an assistant professor of 
physiology, "Structure-function Stud­
ies of the C2-I- Pump i n Sarcoplasmic 
Reticulum"; and Thomas L. Roth-

stein, M . D . , P h . D . , an assistant pro­
fessor of medicine, "Molecular Basis 
for Idiotype. " 

Zovickian Lecture Held 
"Analgesics and Anesthesia i n Out­
patient Surgery" was the topic of a 
talk presented by Thomas J. Baker, 
M . D . , an assistant professor of plas­
tic surgery at the University of M i a m i 
School of Medicine, w h o served as 
the A n t h o n y Zovickian V i s i t i n g Pro­
fessor i n Plastic Surgery last spring 
at the School of Medicine. Baker also 
visited the Lahey Clinic Medical Cen­
ter and Boston Veterans Administra­
tion Medical Center, where he spoke 
on "Upper Blepharoplasty and Fore­
head L i f t . " 

Klein Receives Chair 
Colleagues recently honored BUSM 
faculty member Jerome O. K l e i n , 
M . D . , for his 25 years of service at 
Boston City Hospital . A t a dinner 
award ceremony at the John F. Ken­
nedy Presidential Library i n Boston, 
Klein, a BUSM professor of pediatrics 
and associate director of the Depart­
ment of Pediatrics at BCH, was pre­
sented a Boston University chair for 
his contributions to the fields of 
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pediatrics and infectious diseases. 
The ceremony capped a day-long 
program held i n conjunction w i t h the 
annual E l i Friedman Memor ia l Lec­
ture, given this year by Jack Reming­
ton, M . D . 

As the Friedmen lecturer. Reming­
ton, professor and chairman of the 
Department of Immunology and 
Infectious Diseases at Stanford U n i ­
versity School of Medicine, spoke on 
"Toxoplasmosis, Cats, Pregnancy and 
A I D S . " Eleven physicians also pre­
sented scientific papers. 

Jerome O. Klein, M.D. 

EFA Honors Feldman 
Robert G. Feldman, M . D . , professor 
and chairman of the Department of 
Neurology, recently was honored by 
the Epilepsy Foundation of America 
w i t h the organization's D i s t i n ­
guished Service A w a r d . A member 
of the Foundation's Professional 
Advisory Board for eight years, Feld­
man recently edited a book on epi­
lepsy w i t h Thomas R. Browne, 
M . D . , a BUSM professor of neurol­
ogy and associate professor of phar­
macology and experimental therapu-
tics. "Epilepsy: Diagnosis and 
Management" was published by Lit­
tle, Brown and Co. 

Robert G. Feldman, M.D. 

Boston University Centerscope 

Paul Gets AFTA Award 
Another Department of Neurology 
faculty member recently honored is 
Norman L. Paul, M . D . , an associate 
clinical professor of neurology. The 
American Family Therapy Associa­
t ion honored Paul at their annual 
meeting i n N e w York City for his 
clinical and conceptual contributions 
to the field of family therapy. Paul 
was presented an award for "Innova­
tive Contribution to Family Therapy" 
for using closed-circuit television as a 
tool to show behavior and to focus 
on problem areas. 

Geriatric Units Studied 
The Robert Wood Johnson Founda­
t ion has awarded a grant to research­
ers at Boston City Hospi ta l , a princi­
pal teaching hospital of BUSM, to 
demonstrate whether geriatric reha­
bilitation units help elderly patients 
regain or improve their functional 
status, thereby reducing costly care 
and/or institutionalization. 

John Noble , M . D . , a professor of 
medicine at BUSM and chief of the 
Section of General Internal Medicine 
at BCH, recently was awarded the 
$149,522 grant through the Trustees 
of Health and Hospitals to try to 
replicate a previous study's findings 
that suggested such units benefit 
older patients and reduce health-care 
costs. The study w i l l focus on 
patients i n the Geriatric Neuropsy­
chiatry U n i t at BCH. 

Jonathan D. Lieff, M.D. 

Appointment Announced 
Jonathan Lie f f , M . D . , an assistant 
clinical professor of psychiatry, 
recently was appointed to a three-

year term on the board of directors of 
the American Association of Geria­
tric Psychiatrists. 

Lieff also is the author of two 
recently published books: "Your Par­
ents' Keeper: A Handbook of Psy­
chiatric Care for the Elderly ," pub­
lished by Harper & Row i n July, and 
"Computers and Other Technologi­
cal A i d s for Psychiatric Private Prac­
tice," published by the American 
Psychiatric Press, Inc. for the Amer i ­
can Psychiatric Association. 

Appointments and Honors 
Other recent honors bestowed upon 
BUSM and SPH faculty members 
include the fo l lowing: 

• Gene H . Stollerman, M . D . , a 
professor of medicine and chief of 
General Internal Medicine at U H , has 
been appointed editor of the Journal 
of American Geriatric Medicine. 

• Charles Terrell , assistant dean 
tor student affairs and director of 
BUSM's Office of Student Financial 
Management, was presented the 1984 
Distinguished A w a r d tor outstanding 
contributions to the National Associ­
ation of Medical M i n o r i t y Educators 
at the organization's Northeast 
regional meeting, recently held i n 
N e w York. 

• Richard S. Ne iman, M . D . , a 
professor of pathology and director 
of hematopathology at the Mallory 
Institute of Pathology, was presented 
a Recognition A w a r d i n appreciation 
of his service i n the field of continu­
ing medical education to the Interna­
tional Academy of Pathology at a 
recent meeting of the U.S./Canadian 
Division of the organization. 

• Aubrey M i l u n s k y , M . B . B . C h . , 
D . S c , a professor of pediatrics and 
obstetrics and gynecology, and direc­
tor of the Section tor H u m a n Genet­
ics at BUSM, recently chaired the 
Third National Symposium on 
"Genetics and the L a w . " Six faculty 
members from BUSM, SPH and the 
Boston University School of Law took 
part in the program, held at the Wes-
tin Hotel i n Boston. The program 
focused on new biotechnology i n 
genetics and reproduction, and the 
developing medical-industrial com­
plex. More than 300 physicians f rom 
around the country attended. 
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Leah M. Lowenstein, M . D . , 
'To Know Her Was to Know 
"To k n o w her was to k n o w joy , " 
Jackie Jackson ot Springfield, 111., said 
of the late Leah M . Lowenstein, 
M . D . , D . P h i l . , at a service held i n 
memory of the former BUSM associ­
ate dean last spring. 

Jackson, a longtime fr iend of L o w ­
enstein whose eldest child is named 
after the former BUSM professor of 
medicine and biochemistry, was one 
ot the speakers at the memorial ser­
vice, held A p r i l 29 at Marsh Chapel 
on the University's Charles River 
campus. 

Several hundred former colleagues, 
friends and family members ti l led the 
sun-drenched Chapel to pay tribute 
to Lowenstein, w h o died of cancer 
March 6 at age 53. 

A frequent advocate for w o m e n i n 
medicine, Lowenstein was the first 
w o m a n to be appointed dean ot an 
American coeducational medical 
school w h e n she was appointed dean 
and vice president ot Jefferson Me di ­
cal College ot Thomas Jefferson U n i ­
versity i n Philadelphia i n 1982. She 
had served on the BUSM faculty for 
14 years prior to that appointment, 
and was renewing her affiliation w i t h 
BUSM at the time ot her death. 

Speakers at the service emphasized 
Lowenstein's many attributes, 
inc luding that ot physician, teacher 
and noted kidney disease researcher. 
Lowenstein also was active i n 
numerous professional organizations, 
authored many publications, was a 
gifted musician and the mother of 
three g r o w n sons. 

A m o n g those w h o spoke were 
Dean Sandson, Rabbi M a r k Goldman 
and Lowenstein's husband, John, a 
professor ot biochemistry at Brandeis 
University. Bernard E . Kreger, M . D . , 
M . P . H . , an assistant clinical profes­
sor of medicine at BUSM, was among 
those w h o provided music at the ser­
vice. 
'Much to remember. ' "She was so 
active and accomplished so many 
things—there is much to remember," 
Dean Sandson said i n his remarks. 
"She was a skilled physician, an 

D.Phil . : 
Joy' 

expert i n the field ot nephrology and 
cared for her patients w i t h great 
compassion. She was a superb, imag­
inative biochemist and achieved wide 
recognihon for her w o r k i n renal dis­
ease and gerontology. She was an 
exceptional academic administrator 
w h o understood h o w to be a leader. 
She was an outstanding teacher—she 
formed very dose ties w i t h her stu­
dents and became a fr iend and confi­
dante tor many." 

" I t is not possible to separate her 
professional career f rom her personal 
life tor she held them as one. She 
was touched by intelligence and 
beauty i n every area ot her l i t e , " said 
Marjorie P. Wilson, M . D . , senior 
associate dean ot University ot Mary­
land School of Medicine. 

Contributions continue to come i n 
to a special f u n d established at the 
School i n Lowenstein's memory. I n 
addit ion, the Class of 1984 chose as 
their Class Gift to endow an annual 
lecture i n her memory and i n honor 
of her contributions to medical edu­
cation. 

Benjamin Tenney, M.D. , 
Dies; Helped to Create 
BUSM Ob/Gyn Dept. 
Benjamin Tenney, M . D . , 85, w h o 
helped to create the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology at BUSM 
i n the late 1940s, and served as chief 
of that department at University 
Hospital , died July 25 at his home i n 
Washington, Conn. 

Tenney, w h o became a professor of 
obstetrics and gynecology at BUSM 
i n 1949, served as chairman f rom 
1953 to 1956. He was appointed pro­
fessor emeritus i n 1978. He served as 
chief ot the U H department f rom 
1948 to 1953. 

A graduate of Harvard Medical 
School, Tenney held staff positions at 
that inst i tut ion as wel l as at Boston 
City Hospital and Massachusetts 
General Hospital . He also worked for 
the Connecticut State Department ot 
Health and served i n the A r m e d 
Forces. 

He is survived by his wife , Const­
ance; a daughter, Constance Tenney 
Worcester of N e w Jersey; a sister, 
Dorothy T. Foss of Cambridge; and 
two grandsons. 

Seymour Kaufman '48 Dies Unexpectedly; 
Was BUSM Radiology Professor for 14 Years 
Seymour A . Kaufman, M . D . , a 
BUSM clinical professor of radiology 
for 14 years and an alumnus ot the 
School, died unexpectedly May 28. 

Kaufman, 58, was a radiologist at 
University Hospital f rom 1955 u n t i l 
his death and was chief ot radiology 
f rom 1961 to 1965. He also was a 
radiologist at Northeastern University 
and tor the Harvard Community 
Health Plan, and had conducted a 
private Boston practice since 1963. 

"He was a superb physician, an 
expert i n the field ot radiology w h o 
made many contributions to the 
School over a long period ot t ime , " 
said Dean Sandson. 

Born i n Boston, Kaufman gradu­
ated cum laude f rom the School of 

Medicine i n 1948. He remained affi l i ­
ated w i t h the School throughout his 
internship and residencies at U H and 
BCH, and later through faculty 
appointments. 

He was a member ot numerous 
professional societies, including the 
Radiology Society ot N o r t h America, 
the American Medical Association 
and the Massachusetts Medical Soci­
ety. He was a fel low ot the American 
College ot Radiology. 

His son, John A . Kaufman, M . D . , 
graduated f rom BUSM i n 1982 and is 
n o w l iv ing i n Tahlequah, Okla. 

Kaufman also leaves his wife , 
Charlotte; and two other children, 
Lisa K. Vershbow of Alexandria, Va.; 
and Peter R. Kaufman of Boston. 
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McNary, Marking His 30th Year at B U S M , 
Addresses Graduates at May Commencement 

"Today we stand at the gateway of 
many new technical and pharmaco­
logical advances w h i c h , if developed, 
used carefully and allowed to 
mature, w i l l provide those i n the 
profession of medicine w i t h many 
new ways to improve the lite of their 
fel low m a n , " Wil l iam McNary Jr., 
M . D . , a 30-year member of the 
School of Medicine faculty, told 
BUSM graduates d u r i n g May 13 com­
mencement exercises. 

The 154 members of the Class of 
1984 also heard talks f rom student 
speaker Jon Getz and Dean Sandson, 
w h o presided at the exercises. Held 
at the University's Case Center, the 
BUSM event fol lowed the Univer­
sity's main commencement ceremony 
at a sun-drenched Nickerson Field. 

McNary, associate dean tor student 
affairs at BUSM, was introduced by 
Dean Sandson w h o estimated that 

McNary has taught between 75 and 
80 percent of all l iv ing BUSM alumni. 
"There is probably nobody w h o 
knows the School of Medicine better 
than Wil l iam M c N a r y , " said Sand­
son. 

McNary told the graduates that the 
United States "at this time faces 
many issues having a direct or i n d i ­
rect effect on the practice of medi­
cine," including the political debate 
on the role that medicine holds i n 
the center of our society. 

" I see your job, as a group of new 
physicians, is to get involved, edu­
cate your patients, participate i n the 
discussions of government at all lev­
els, fol low your o w n morality and 
protect your duty to utilize your o w n 
judgment, your patients' wishes and 
the privacy i n which these most i n t i ­
mate decisions are made," he said. 
Graduates represent 43 states. The 

William McNary Jr., M.D., presents Lester F. Williams Jr., M.D., the Stanley L. 
Robbins Award for Excellence in Teaching at the BUSM ceremonies. 

Student speaker Jon Getz addresses fellow 
BUSM graduates and guests. 

103 men and 51 women graduates 
represented 17 states w i t h 53 Massa­
chusetts residents and 44 students 
f rom N e w York. A total of 45 gradu­
ates were i n the Six-year Program 
and another six were M M E D I C stu­
dents. 

Rebecca P. Brightman, James E. 
Gray, and Mark A. Marieb graduated 
magna cum laude and eight other class 
members graduated cum laude. 

Lester F. Williams Jr., M . D . , the 
James Utley Professor of Surgery, 
received the Stanley L. Robbins 
A w a r d tor Excellence i n Teaching at 
the ceremonies. Williams also w o n 
the University's prestigious Metcalt 
A w a r d at the main commencement 
ceremony at Nickerson Field. (See 
fo l lowing story). 

Also at the event, two new awards 
were presented. Craig Lopatka was 
awarded the Dora Savenor Memorial 
Prize tor Excellence i n Surgery as the 
graduating student w h o achieved the 
highest score dur ing the third-year 
surgical clerkship. George Wade 
received the Wein Student Research 
A w a r d tor outstanding student con­
tr ibution to cancer research. 

D u r i n g the event, the graduating 
students gave Barbara DiRusso, 
administrative assistant to John F. 
McCahan, M . D . , a special gift tor her 
assistance d u r i n g their years at 



William McNary Jr., M.D., told the 
graduates the United States 'at this time 
faces many issues having a direct or indi­
rect effect on the practice of medicine.' 

BUSM. DiRusso, w h o has worked at 
the School since 1978, received a sil­
ver candy dish. About 40 other 
awards and prizes were presented at 
the event. 

Will iams Receives 
Metcalf A w a r d at 
University Exercises 

A t the University's main commence­
ment exercises, Lester F. Williams Jr., 
M . D . , received the University's pres­
tigious Metcalt A w a r d given annually 
i n recognition ot excellence in teach­
ing. 

Will iams, the School ot Medicine's 
James Utley Protessor ot Surgery, 
was cited by the Metcalt Committee 
tor his "encyclopedic" knowledge ot 
surgery and anatomy. The committee 
noted that Williams "excels at 
impart ing this knowledge to others 
i n the tu l l complexity ot medical edu­
cation." 

" O t everything I've done, the one 
thing that is most rewarding on a 
personal basis is teaching," said W i l ­
liams. "Being able to teach those w h o 
w i l l continue i n your discipline is 
rewarding . " 

Williams lauded his colleagues i n 
the Department ot Surgery saying his 

award "reflects what the whole 
department does." 

He was one ot three University 
professors to receive the award this 
year. The awards, established i n 
1974, are endowed by a gift f rom 
A r t h u r G.B. Metcalt, chairman ot the 
University's Board ot Trustees. 

Will iams, a 1956 BUSM graduate, 
has been a member ot the School's 
faculty since 1965, and was awarded 
the Outstanding Faculty Teacher 
A w a r d by the Class ot 1967. 

Simmons Lessell, M . D . , former 
BUSM protessor ot ophthalmology, 
neurology and anatomy, n o w at the 
Massachusetts Lye and Far Infirmary, 
and N . Paul Rosman, M . D . , a protes­
sor ot pediatrics and neurology, are 
the two other BUSM faculty members 
w h o have received the $2,500 Metcalt 
Awards . 

B U S M Graduates 
and Their Residencies 

The fo l lowing is a listing ot the 1984 
BUSM graduates, w i t h their resi­
dency placements and categories: 
The key tor honors is as tollows: 
**magna cum laude 
*cum laude 

Paul A . Aiel lo: Norwalk Hospital, 
Norwalk, Conn.; medicine. 

Nanette L. Alexander: Carney Hos­
pital, Boston, Mass,; medicine. 

Michael D . Ames: Sf. Luke's-Roose-
velt Center, New York, N.Y.; diagnostic 
radiology. 

Robert V. Anooshian: Buffalo Gen­
eral Hospital, Buffalo, N.Y.; general sur­
gery. 

Brian D . Ardel : University Hospital, 
Boston, Mass.; medicine. 

Hilary F. Baldwin: Yale-New Haven 
Medical Center, New Haven, Conn.; 
medicine. 

Luis Bauzo: Children's Hospital of 
Greater Miami, Miami, Fla.; pediatrics. 

Flizabeth C. Behringer: New 
England Deaconess Hospital, Boston, 
Mass.; internal medicine. 

Kathleen M . Bennett: Cook County 
Hospital, Chicago, III.; family practice. 

Linda S. Bernstein: St. Elizabeth 
Hospital, Utica, N.Y.; family practice. 

Seth D . Blank: St. Raphael Hospital, 
New Haven, Conn.; general surgery. 

Douglas Bower: Naval Regional 

Medical Center, San Diego, Calif.; medi­
cine. 

Lenore J. Brancato: Beth Israel Hos­
pital, New York, N.Y.; internal medi­
cine. 

**Rebecca P. Brightman: Ohio State 
University Hospitals, Columbus, Ohio; 
neurological surgery. 

*Bradley R. Buchbinder: Beth Israel 
Hospital, Boston, Mass.; internal medi­
cine. 

Mark A . Cannon: D.C. General Hos­
pital, Washington, D.C; internal medi­
cine. 

Daniel J. Case: St. Francis Hospital, 
Hartford, Conn.; surgery. 

A r t h u r C. Catsam: United Hospital 
Center, Clarksburg, W.Va.; family prac­
tice. 

*Nancy L. Chapin: New England 
Medical Center Hospital, Boston, Mass.; 
pediatrics. 

Chone K. Chen: Mount Sinai Hospi­
tal, New York, N.Y.; pediatrics. 

Yen S. Chen: City Hospital, Elm-
hurst, N.Y.; internal medicine. 

Maria Choy: Harlem Hospital, New 
York, N.Y.; medicine. 

David C. Clark: St. Elizabeth Hospi­
tal, Utica, N.Y.; family practice. 

John P. Clayton: Mount Sinai Hospi­
tal, Hartford, Conn.; medicine. 

School of Medicine graduate Clyde Wen­
dell Smith gets a well-deserved hug at the 
commencement exercises. 
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Douglas A . Conigliaro: Salem Hos­
pital, Salem, Mass.; transitional. 

Patricia A . Connolly: Boston City 
Hospital, Boston, Mass.; pediatrics. 

Mark E. Costa: Veterans Administra­
tion Medical Center, Boston, Mass.; 
internal medicine. 

Andres Costas-Centivany: Los 
Angeles County-University of Southern 
California Medical Center: Los Angeles, 
Calif.; medicine. 

David J. Covall: Beth Israel Hospital, 
New York, N.Y.; surgery. 

Charlotte C. Cowan: Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Boston, Mass.; pediat­
rics. 

David P. DiChiara: Boston City Hos­
pital, Boston, Mass.; obstetrics/gynecol­
ogy-

Thomas Dif lo : Boston University 
Affiliated Hospitals, Boston, Mass.; gen­
eral surgery. 

Bernadine R. Donahue: University 
Hospital, Boston, Mass.; internal medi­
cine. 

Mark D. Doner: Santa Clara Valley 
Medical Center, San Jose, Calif.; internal 
medicine. 

Joshua D . I . Ellenhorn: Cincinnati 
General Hospital, Cincinnati, Ohio; gen­
eral surgery. 

Beverly J. Entwisle: Boston City 
Hospital, Boston, Mass.; internal medi­
cine. 

Stephen S. Epner: University of Illi­
nois Affiliated Hospitals, Chicago, III.; 
internal medicine. 

Robert S. Falcone: UMDNJ-Rutgers 
Medical School, New Brunswick, N.J.; 
internal medicine. 

Susanne C. Feller: Mary Imogene 
Bassett Hospital, Cooperstown, N.Y.; 
internal medicine. 

Margaret A . Ferrell: Boston City 
Hospital, Boston, Mass.; internal medi­
cine. 

Robert B. Finegold: Maine Medical 
Center, Portland, Maine; radiology-diag­
nostic. 

Viviane J. Fonteyn: George Washing­
ton University Hospital, Washington, 
D.C; obstetrics!gynecology. 

*Deborah L. Friedson: Carney Hos­
pital, Boston, Mass.; medicine. 

Evan Geller: Berkshire Medical Cen­
ter, Pittsfield, Mass.; medicine. 

Susan Gerwig: Westchester County 
Medical Center, Westchester, N.Y.; anes­
thesiology. 

Jon B. Getz: Cincinnati General Hos­

pital, Cincinnati, Ohio; general surgery. 
Geottrey S. Ginsburg: Beth Israel 

Hospital, Boston, Mass.; internal medi­
cine. 

Neal D . Gittleman: Boston City Hos­
pital, Boston, Mass.; pediatrics. 

Renee M . Goetzler: University Hos­
pital, Boston, Mass.; internal medicine. 

Paul J. Goldberg: University of Chi­
cago Hospitals, Chicago, III.; pediatrics. 

Jane L. Goldberger: Maricopa Medi­
cal Center, Phoenix, Ariz.; internal med­
icine. 

Richard Goldenberg: Veterans 
Administration Medical Center, Boston, 
Mass.; internal medicine. 

Richard S. Goldman: Boston City 
Hospital, Boston, Mass.; internal medi­
cine. 

Dana L. Goldsmith: Maine Medical 
Center, Portland, Maine; pediatrics. 

Robert J. Golub: Withheld by request. 
**James F. Gray: Massachusetts Gen­

eral Hospital, Boston, Mass.; pediatrics. 
Eric J. Grigsby: Mayo Graduate 

School of Medicine, Rochester, Minn.; 
general surgery. 

Jill Gustatson: Naval Regional Medi­
cal Center, Portsmouth, Va.; pediatrics. 

*Alan D . Haber: Presbyterian Hospi­
tal, New York, N.Y.; internal medicine. 

Richard Hacker: Naval Regional 
Medical Center, San Diego, Calif.; sur­
gery. 

Mark F. Hambly: UMDNf-New Jer­
sey Medical School, Newark, N.}.; 
orthopedic surgery. 

Peter Heit : Mount Sinai Hospital, 
New York, N.Y.; internal medicine. 

*]ohn Hoagland-Scher: Family Prac­
tice Residency, Seattle, Wash.; family 
practice. 

David L. Hottman: New England 
Deaconess Hospital, Boston, Mass.; med­
icine. 

Kevin S. Hopkins : St. Luke's Hospi­
tal, New York, N.Y.; general surgery. 

Jennifer J. Hosmer: University of 
Massachusetts Coordinated Programs, 
Worcester, Mass.; obstetrics/gynecology. 

Melanie D . Hunter : University of 
Washington Affiliated Hospitals, Seattle, 
Wash.; medicine. 

Jeffrey P. Hurley: Framingham 
Union Hospital, Framingham, Mass.; 
transitional. 

Patricia G. Jones: Tucson Hospital 
Medical Education Program, Tucson, 
Ariz.; internal medicine. 

Allen E. Joseph: Louis A. Weiss 
Memorial Hospital, Chicago, III.; transi­
tional. 

Robert C. Joseph: University Hospi­
tal, Boston, Mass.; medicine. 

Leon G. Josephs: Boston University 
Affiliated Hospitals, Boston, Mass.; gen­
eral surgery. 

Marcia F. Katz: Boston City Hospital, 

School of Medicine magna cum laude graduates, left to right, Mark A. Marieb, fames 
E. Cray and Rebecca P. Brightman chat at commencement exercises. 
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Boston, Mass.; internal medicine. 
Katlileen E. Kearney: Boston Uni­

versity Affiliated Hospitals, Boston, 
Mass.; general surgery. 

Charles E. Keller: Mount Zion Hos­
pital, San Francisco, Calif.; internal 
medicine. 

Michael S. Kopreski: Medical College 
of Virginia, Richmond, Va.; internal 
medicine. 

Berenice M . K u : New England Medi­
cal Center Hospital, Boston, Mass.; pedi­
atrics. 

*Karen Kurkj ian: New England Med­
ical Center Hospital, Boston, Mass.; 
internal medicine. 

Wil l iam A . Larchian: University of 
Massachusetts Coordinated Programs, 
Worcester, Mass.; general surgery. 

Richard A . Leder: University Hospi­
tal, SUNY-Stony Brook, Stony Brook, 
N.Y.; radiology-diagnostic. 

Craig W. Lopatka: Georgia Baptist 
Hospital, Atlanta, Ca.; transitional. 

Scott B. Lutch: St. Elizabeth's Hospi­
tal, Boston, Mass.; internal medicine. 

Charles K. Lutz: University of Mas­
sachusetts Coordinated Programs, 
Worcester, Mass.; surgery. 

Sharon S. Margulies: Rhode Island 
Hospital, Providence, R.I.; surgery. 

**Mark A . Marieb: Yale-New Haven 
Medical Center, New Haven, Conn.; 
internal medicine. 

Sandra L. McCatty: St. Raphael's 
Hospital, New Haven, Conn.; medicine. 

Steven M . Meixler: New York Veter­
ans Administration Hospital-NYU Pro­
gram, New York, N.Y.; internal medi­
cine. 

Paul Mellen: Letterman Army Medi­
cal Center, San Francisco, Calif.; sur­
gery. 

Susan R. Mendley: University of 
Chicago Hospitals, Chicago, III.; internal 
medicine. 

Guy L. M i n t z : North Shore Univer­
sity Hospital, Manhasset, N.Y.; internal 
medicine. 

John C. Nadolny: Berkshire Medical 
Center, Pittsfield, Mass.; general sur­
gery-

Jettrey P. Palmer: Central Maine 
Medical Center, Lewiston, Maine; family 
practice. 

Polly J. Panitz: Children's Memorial 
Hospital, Chicago, III.; pediatrics. 

James E. Parker: Boston City Hospi­
tal, Boston, Mass.; internal medicine. 

Morris Pasternack: University of 

Iowa Hospitals, Iowa City, Iowa; internal 
medicine. 

Michele Perillo: Harbor UCLA-Medi­
cal Center, Torrance, Calif.; general sur­
gery-

Dennis Plante: Darnell Army Com­
munity Hospital, Fort Hood, Texas; 
emergency medicine. 

Susan R. Podolsky: Withheld by 
request. 

Lori G. Polacek: Boston University 
Affiliated Hospitals, Boston, Mass.; gen­
eral surgery. 

Nancy A . Roberson: Presbyterian 
Hospital, New York, N.Y.; obstetrics/ 
gynecology. 

Pamela W. Rodday: Boston City 
Hospital, Boston, Mass.; internal medi­
cine. 

Madeline Rodriguez: Los Angeles 
County-University of Southern California 
Medical Center, Los Angeles, Calif.; 
obstetrics/gynecology. 

Daniel Rubin: Jerusalem, Israel. 
Thomas P. Russo: Sf. Elizabeth's 

Hospital, Boston, Mass.; general surgery. 
Daniel K. Salter: Boston University 

Affiliated Hospitals, Boston, Mass.; gen­
eral surgery. 

Alfred M . Samaha: Temple Univer­
sity Hospitals, Philadelphia, Pa.; sur­
gery-

Barry S. Saperia: Boston University 
Affiliated Hospitals, Boston, Mass.; gen­
eral surgery. 

Stephen J. Savarino: Naval Regional 
Medical Center, Bethesda, Md.; pediat­
rics. 

Jettrey K. Scherz: Mount Auburn 
Hospital, Cambridge, Mass.; medicine. 

Paul E. Schulz: Veterans Administra­
tion Medical Center, Boston, Mass.; 
internal medicine. 

M i n d a R. Shankman: Framingham 
Union Hospital, Framingham, Mass.; 
transitional. 

David J. Sherer: Sinai Hospital, Bal­
timore, Md.; internal medicine. 

Evan L. Siegel: Montefiore Hospital, 
Bronx, N.Y.; internal medicine. 

Lisa J. Sirota: Children's Hospital, 
Boston, Mass.; pediatrics. 

*Mark M . Sklar: Mount Sinai Hospi­
tal, New York, N.Y.; internal medicine. 

Glenn B. Sloat: Miriam Hospital, 
Providence, R.I.; internal medicine. 

Clyde Wendell Smith: Carney Hos­
pital, Boston, Mass.; medicine. 

Wil l iam J. Smith: Albany Medical 
Center Hospital, Albany, N.Y.; 

orthopedic surgery. 
*Rebecca E. Snider: Boston City 

Hospital, Boston, Mass.; internal medi­
cine. 

Kurt V . M . Soto: Lutheran Medical 
Center, Brooklyn, N.Y.; family practice. 

Haven T. Spencer: Worcester Memo­
rial Hospital, Worcester, Mass.; internal 
medicine. 

Susan S. Spencer: Worcester Memo­
rial Hospital, Worcester, Mass.; internal 
medicine. 

Mary M . Statta: Boston University 
Affiliated Hospitals, Boston, Mass.; tran­
sitional. 

Jay B. Stallman: Framingham Union 
Hospital, Framingham, Mass.; medicine. 

David A . Stampfl: Medical College of 
Wisconsin Affiliated Hospitals, Milwau­
kee, Wise; internal medicine. 

Michael J. Star: State University-
Kings County, Brooklyn, N.Y.; 
orthopedic surgery. 

Bram Starr: Malcolm Crow USAF 
Medical Center, Washington, D . C ; sur­
gery-

Harold Steinberg: Internship 
deferred. 

Robert L. Steinberg: Bronx Munici­
pal Hospital Center, Bronx, N.Y.; psy­
chiatry. 

J. Scott Steinmetz: Withheld by 
request. 

Ronald J. Sunog: Boston City Hospi­
tal, Boston, Mass.; pediatrics. 

Robert Sweeting: Harlem Hospital, 
New York, N.Y.; internal medicine. 

Marlaine L. Tapply: Montefiore Hos­
pital Center, Bronx, N.Y.; pediatrics. 

Randy Taylor: Martin Luther King 
Jr. Hospital, Los Angeles, Calif.; medi­
cine. 

Laura D . Trowe: Faulkner Hospital, 
Boston, Mass.; internal medicine. 

Elmo G. Tucker: Naval Regional 
Medical Center, Portsmouth, Va.; sur­
gery-

Lauren F. Turchin: Long Island Jew­
ish-Hillside, New Hyde Park, N.Y.; 
internal medicine. 

A m y B. Tuteur: Beth Israel Hospital, 
Boston, Mass.; obstetrics/gynecology. 

Ana-Cristina Vasilescu: Framingham 
Union Hospital, Framingham, Mass.; 
transitional. 

Flordeliza S. Villanueva: Duke Uni­
versity Medical Center, Durham, N.C.; 
internal medicine. 

George G. Wade: Boston City Hospi­
tal, Boston, Mass.; pathology. 
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Wali id Y. Wasset: St. Mary's Hospi­
tal, Waterbury, Conn.; general surgery. 

Douglas E. Weiner: University Hos­
pital, Boston, Mass.; internal medicine. 

Diane J. Weiss: Veterans Administra­
tion Hospital, Sepulveda, Calif.; psychia­
try. 

Gary R. Weltman: St. Joseph's Hos­
pital, Syracuse, N.Y.; family practice. 

K u r t R. Wharton: Mount Zion Hos­
pital, San Francisco, Calif.; obstetrics/ 
gynecology. 

Dan E. Wiener: North Shore Univer­
sity Hospital, Manhasset, N.Y.; internal 
medicine. 

Joel S. Wolinsky: Framingham Union 
Hospital, Framingham, Mass.; medicine. 

Mark W. Wolozin: St. Vincent Hos­
pital, Worcester, Mass.; internal medi­
cine. 

Jettrey C. Wood: Withheld by 
request. 

Jonathan L. York: Bronx Municipal 
Hospital Center, Bronx, N.Y.; internal 
medicine. 

Jack N . Yu: University of California 
Hospitals, Los Angeles, Calif.; family 
practice. 

Steven C. Zekowski : Montefiore 
Hospital Center, Bronx, N.Y.; pediatrics. 

Marsha L. Zellner: UMDNJ-Rutgers 
Medical Shool, New Brunswick, N.J.; 
medicine. 

B U S M Class of 1984 
Prizewinners 

Prizes were awarded to members ot 
the BUSM Class ot 1984 as tollows: 

Rebecca Brightman: Janet M. Clas-
gow Award (AMWA); Bertha Curtis 
Award; University Hospital Student 
Prize. 

Bradley Buchbinder: Chester S. Ree­
fer Scholarship Award; Internal Medicine 
Award. 

Nancy Chapin: American Medical 
Women's Association Inc., Scholarship 
Achievement Citation; Sandoz Prize in 
Clinical Neurology; Anthony L. F. Cor-
man Memorial Prize. 

David Dichiara: Benjamin Tenney 
Prize in Obstetrics and Gynecology. 

Beverly Entwisle: Henry Bakst 
Award in Community Medicine (Home 
Medical Service). 

Margaret Ferrell: Internal Medicine 
Award. 

Deborah Friedson: American Medical 

Women's Association Inc., Scholarship 
Achievement Citation. 

Jon Getz: Henry J. Bakst Scholarship 
Award. 

Geott Ginsburg: Sidney Cooperband 
Award. 

Renee Goetzler: Merck Manual 
Award. 

Richard Goldman: Merck Manual 
Award. 

James Gray: Upjohn Award; Pediatric 
Award. 

Alan Haber: Elizabeth K. Moyer 
Memorial Prize. 

Charles Keller: Radiology Award. 
Karen Kurki jan: American Medical 

Women's Association Inc., Scholarship 
Achievement Citation. 

Will iam Larchian: Anne and David 
Michel Cancer Research Award. 

Craig Lopatka: Dora Savenor Memo­
rial Prize for Excellence in Surgery. 

Mark Marieb: Internal Medicine 
Award; Dean Eleanor Tyler Memorial 
Award. 

Morris Pasternack: Jacob Swartz 
Award from the Class of 1981. 

Michael Samaha: Dr. Samuel L. 
Poplack Award. 

Paul Schultz: Henry Bakst Award in 
Community Medicine (Home Medical 
Service). 

Lisa Sirota: Alumni Association 
Award. 

Rebecca Snider: Dr. Louis Weinstein 
Prize for Excellence in Infectious Disease; 
American Medical Women's Association 
Inc., Scholarship Achievement Citation. 

Jay Stallman: Merck Manual Award. 
Robert Steinberg: John M. Murray 

Prize. 
Laura Trowe: Henry Bakst Award in 

Community Medicine (Home Medical 
Service); Alumni Association Award. 

F. Glenn Tucker: Solomon Carter 
Fuller Award. 

Flordeliza Villanueva: fob E. Fuchs 
Scholarship Award. 

George Wade: Wein Student 
Research Award. 

Douglas Weiner: Alumni Association 
Award. 

Daniel Wiener: Malamud Prize. 
Joel Wolinsky: Ciba-Ceigy Prize in 

Neurological Sciences. 

Pollack Addresses 
Health Care i n the 
'80s as Largest 
S P H Class Graduates 

Ninety- two students t rom the School 
ot Public Health received Master ot 
Public Health degrees at the May 13 
graduation exercises held in the 
School ot Fine Arts Concert Hal l on 
the University's Charles River Cam­
pus. The Class ot 1984 is the largest 
ever to graduate t rom SPH. 

I n his commencement address, 
"Health Care i n the 80's: Efficiency 
Without Equity?," Lewis W. Pollack, 
commissioner ot Boston's Depart­
ment ot Health and Hospitals, spoke 
against the increasing emphasis on 
cost-containment and profitability i n 
the health-care system at the expense 
ot the poor, the uninsured and the 
elderly. 

Concerned that the 1980s w i l l be 
remembered as the "Decade ot the 
U n k i n d Cuts , " Pollack told the new 
graduates that " i t is our responsibil­
ity as public health protessionals to 
see that government, business, 
health institutions and providers 
address the health needs ot all peo­
p le . " 
Dangerous policy directions. Pollack 
cited what he saw as three "danger­
ous" policy directions being advo­
cated i n the name ot efficiency: 

• an overconcern w i t h profitability 
ot health-care institutions; 

• cutbacks i n federally funded 

Lewis W. Pollack, left, and Norman A. 
Scotch, Ph.D., talk before SPH com­
mencement ceremonies. 
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School of Public Health graduates pose for their class picture at spring commencement 
ceremonies. 

public health programs; and 
• a " t r ighten ing" attempt to save 

dollars at the expense ot the elderly. 
" I t is the responsibility ot public-

health protessionals to w o r k actively 
to improve the health and quality ot 
lite tor the populat ion as a w h o l e , " 
Pollack said. He urged the graduates 
not to torget those ideals, whether 
they choose w o r k in the public or the 
private sector. 

Student speaker Dina Al ison 
Brown Traniello and Norman A . 
Scotch, Ph.D. , director ot the School, 
also addressed the SPH graduates, 
faculty and guests w h o attended the 
exercises. 

Eighty-nine M . P . H . degrees were 
awarded last year—previously the 
largest graduating class at SPH since 
it was designated a school w i t h i n the 
School ot Medicine i n 1979. The pro­
gram at SPH is designed principally 
to otter evening courses to health­
care protessionals and others seeking 
to pursue an advanced degree i n 
public health w i t h o u t interrupt ing 
their careers. 

1984 Graduates 
of School of 
Public Health 

The fo l lowing is a list ot the School 
ot Public Health's graduates tor the 
academic year: 

April 1984 

Shelley Jean All ison, B.A. 
Davida L. Andelman, B.A. 
Marlene Therese Anderka, B.S. 
Sarah R. Bachrach, B.A. , P.A. 
Mar i lyn Jay Bates 
Ricca Lynne Ben, B.A. 
Carl Fitzgerald Browne 
Ronald E. Carciero, B.S. 
Nancy A n n Carroll , M . E . D . 
Lumbwe Chiwele, M . D . , D T M & H 
A n n L. Cooper, B.A. 
Priscilla S. Dasse, B.S.N. 
Janine Nancy Dedon, B.A., M.S.W. 
Daniel Robert Desmarais, B.S. 
Richard L. Dropski , M.S. 
John Phill ip Elder, Ph.D. 
Adrienne Epstein, B.A. , R .N. 
David Tobin Felson, M . D . 
Susan Kalikow Goldberg, B.S.N. 
Paula A n n Goldman, B.S. 
Hol ly L y n n Hartlander, B.S., R.P.T. 

Kathleen Harvey, B.S. 
N . Kathryn Herd, B.A. 
Michele Esther H o r n , B.S. 
Jonathan H o w l a n d , M . P . A . 
Katherine Hurxthal , B.A. 
Mohamed Kamel Mostata Kamel, 
M .B . , B.Ch., E d . M . 
Judith Kapuscinski, B.S., M.S. 
Geraldine W. Kassirer 
Cathy F. Korn , B.S.N. 
Sopa Lerdvutirong, B.S. 
Suzette Morelock Levenson, E d . M . 
Madge Bird L l o y d , B.S.N. 
M i n d y Mazur-McDonnel l , B.A. 
Elisabeth McSherry, M . D . 
Curtis John Mello, B.S. 
Paula J. Murray, B.A. 
Mary Louise O'Brien, B.S. 
Lawrence O. C. Ogbechie, M.B.B.S. 
Rosario Mario Filippo Rizzo, J.D. 
Nancy Ruth Sandrot, B.S. 
Linda Cwiek Saunders, B.S., M.T . 
Frederick L. Schaeter, B.S. 
Ellen Millea Skryness, M . E d . 
Janice E. Snowden, B.A. , R . N . 
Kathleen Steger, B.S. 
Dina Alison Brown Traniello, B.A. 
Lee Orcutt Tr ipp, B.S. 

January 1984 

Domenic A . Badolato Jr., B.A. 

Student speaker Dina Alison Brown 
Traniello is congratulated by classmate 
Jonathan Howland after the SPH 
commencement ceremony. 

Charles Donaldson Chipman 
Jane Catherine Christiansen, B.A. 
Iris Wade Davis, B.A. 
Edythe R. Dricker 
Mary E. Fegreus-Reynolds, B.A. 
Kathleen M . Gallagher, B.A. 
Theresa A n n Goularte, B.S. 
Barbara Wingate Graves, B.S.N. 
Steven Hansch, B.A. 
Stephen Michael Johnson, B.A. 
Elizabeth Davis Kraft, B.A. 
Anna Lee, B.A. 
David Wil l iam Mailhot, B.S. 
Mary Katherine McGovern, B.S. 
Maureen B. McHale, B.S.N. 
Janice Mclnnes, B.S. 
Caroline Bryan M u d d , B.A. 
Doralba Munoz-Godales 
Dorothy Louise Ni land , B.S.N, 
Diane Sheard Pressley, B.S. 
Lucille Raimondo, B.A. 
Marjorie Hope Reiter, B.A. 
Beth J. Rosenberg, B.A. 
Gary Jacob Spies 
Linda Jo Stern, B.S. 
Julia L. Terry, B.A. 
Mary Anne Totten, M . D . 
Matt i Uustal, B.S. 
Robert Alan Wald, B.A. 
Nina Sue Wampler, B.S. 
Nader Wasset, M . D . 

September 1983 

Robin Joan Rosentield Blatt 
Elizabeth Dale Caddick, B.S. 
Douglas Hoyt Chase, B.S. 
Stephanie S. Christal, M . P . A . , B.A. 
Eve Helain Elting, B.A. 
John Joseph Flynn, A.B . , M . B . A . 
Patricia A n n Hazelton, R . N . , B.A. 
Laureen M . Kunches, B.S.N. 
Sarah Savery Marter, B.A. 
Rosemarie Anne Mengler, B.A. 
Olabisi Korede Onabajo, M . D . 
Marcia M . Wengen, B.S. 



A 10-year Perspective 

The State of the School in 1984 
Review of a decade highlights major accomplishments 

at BUSM in curriculum, financing medical 
education, growth of research 

by Paul D. Vaskas 

On Nov. 1, John I. Sandson, M.D., will 
celebrate the tenth anniversary of his 
BUSM deanship, an event to be marked 
by a reception planned by the BUSM 
Alumni Association for 4:30 p.m. Nov. 7 
in the School's Hiebert Lounge. In this 
special Centerscope report. Dean Sand­
son comments on the School's growth in 
the past decade, and on page 23, he 
reflects on what it takes to be a medical 
school dean. Centerscope also highlights 
some major achievements made at BUSM 
during that period. 

J ohn Sandson's role as a cata­
lyst for change is abundantly 
clear i n the number and vari­

ety of advancements made by the 
School of Medicine over the past 
decade. 

The changes between 1974 and 
1984 include such breakthroughs 
as: 

• the birth and growth of a 
now fully accredited School of 
Public Health; 

• the implementation of the 
Modular Medical Integrated Cur­
riculum; 

Paul D. Vaskas is assistant editor of Center-
scope. 

• the dedication of the Centers 
for the Advancement of Health 
and Medicine; and 

• the establishment of the Stu­
dent Revolving Loan Fund. 

In the fol lowing interview 
recently conducted by Center-
scope, Sandson reflected on the 

School's growth. He discussed 
BUSM's strengths and weak­
nesses in 1974 and today, the 
achievements at BUSM during 
the decade, the unique character 
of Boston University School of 
Medicine, and its diverse faculty, 
staff, and students. 
Centerscope: When you came to 
Boston University School of Medicine 
in 1974, what did you see as its 
major strengths and are those 
strengths the same today! 
Sandson: The major strength of 
the School, of the University, 
appeared to me to be the fact 
that it was possible to make 
change, to move forward in 
many different areas, such as 
curriculum and research. I found 
that refreshing and unusual. 

I think this ability was i n a 
large part due to the imaginative 
leadership of John Silber (Univer­
sity President John R. Silber) and 
Dick Egdahl (Medical Center 
Director Richard H . Egdahl, 
M . D . ) . They were receptive to 
change. 

It also was i n very large part 
due to the faculty. The faculty of 
the School of Medicine d id not 
think that the group had to be 



100-percent together and behind 
each thing the School should do. 
If one person had a quality idea, 
and there was a nucleus of peo­
ple w h o wanted to move it for­
w a r d , the faculty usually felt that 
it was all r ight to proceed. This is 
a very progressive, and unusual, 
attitude i n an academic insti tu­
t ion. 

This attitude was and still is a 
major strength of BUSM: the 
receptivity to new ideas, the abil­
i ty of a group that has a good 
idea and wants to do it i n a qual­
ity way, to move ahead. 

Another strength of the School 
that was apparent then, and is 
very important still , is its geo­
graphic location, a factor that 
helps make the School of Medi ­
cine a very attractive institution 
to both excellent faculty and 
superb students. One has a large 
group of talented people w h o 
wish to come here to study and 

to work . A n d that's a very, very 
big advantage. 
Centerscope: What was the School's 
major weakness when you began as 
dean here? 
S a n d s o n : I d idn ' t th ink the 
School really had any major 
weaknesses. It w o u l d have been 
nice to have a big endowment, 
but i t is possible to have a very 
good school wi thout a big 
endowment; it's just more d i f f i ­
cult. I th ink we've been able to 
function quite wel l . Of course, I 
certainly w o u l d welcome a large 
endowment if it came to the 
School. 
Centerscope: Is there any one 
aspect you might pinpoint that char­
acterizes the nature of medical educa­
tion at BUSM? 
S a n d s o n : I th ink the School's 
major achievements educationally 
have been diversity i n the student 
body and flexibility i n curricu­
l u m . Our objective has been to 

prepare students f rom various 
backgrounds to pursue whatever 
career i n the broad field of medi­
cine they wish to pursue, which 
means they have to get a broad 
basic science education and a 
broad clinical education. That's 
the goal of the educational pro­
cess here. 

'Right now the students 
who come here have very 
humanistic qualities 
and humanistic concerns' 

We're not trying to train medi­
cal students to be specialists. 
We're trying to train physicians 
w h o are able to go into primary 
care, basic research or medical 
specialties—the k i n d of physician 
who has the basic knowledge 
and skills to be able to do any of 
these. 
Centerscope: How have medical 
school students changed in the past 
10 years? 
Sandson: I think the attitudes of 
the students tend to go through 
cycles. Right now the students 
who come here are very human­
istic and have great interest i n 
important social and ethical 
issues. That's different f rom what 
it was it was 10 years ago, and it 
may not last that long, but that's 
how it is now. I think it's very 
nice to see and it's a change that 
pleases me a great deal. 
Centerscope: What were the stu­
dents geared to 10 years ago? 
Sandson: I think the students 10 
years ago worked hard and were 
very interested i n becoming 
superb doctors. They just were 
beginning to become concerned 
about the social aspects of medi­
cine, the ethical issues, and I 

A 10-year Perspective 

The Centers for Advancement in 
Health and Medicine 

To accommodate the dramat ica l ly increasing a m o u n t of research 
c o n d u c t e d b y School of M e d i c i n e faculty , the School purchased 
the f o r m e r Boston C i t y H o s p i t a l O u t p a t i e n t B u i l d i n g a n d reno­
v a t e d i t i n t o one of the m o s t advanced research facilities i n the 
c o u n t r y . 

Dedica ted i n October 1983, the seven-story b u i l d i n g ' s 77,000 
square feet of research space is shared b y researchers i n the 
A r t h r i t i s Center, the H u b e r t H . H u m p h r e y Cancer Research 
Center, the P u l m o n a r y Center, the D e p a r t m e n t of B iochemis t ry 
a n d the D e p a r t m e n t of D e r m a t o l o g y . 
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A 10-year Perspective 

Pathways to the Medical Degree 

Boston U n i v e r s i t y School of M e d i c i n e has more p a t h w a y s lead­
i n g to the M . D . degree t h a n any other school i n the n a t i o n , 
a l l o w i n g s tudents greater flexihility i n p l a n n i n g their schedules 
a n d p u r s u i n g outs ide act ivit ies . The School's i n n o v a t i v e Six-year 
C o m b i n e d M e d i c a l P r o g r a m was i n t r o d u c e d i n 1962. The opt ions 
created i n the past 10 years i n c l u d e the M o d u l a r M e d i c a l In te ­
grated C u r r i c u l u m P r o g r a m ( M M E D I C ) , w h i c h integrates the last 
t w o years of u n d e r g r a d u a t e school w i t h the f i rs t t w o years of 
medica l school , a n d the A l t e r n a t i v e Basic Sciences C u r r i c u l u m 
p r o g r a m , w h i c h a l l o w s selected students to "decompress " the 
f i rs t year i n t o t w o calendar years. 

O t h e r p a t h w a y s o f fered i n c l u d e the t r a d i t i o n a l four-year m e d i ­
cal p r o g r a m , the Seven-year C o m b i n e d M e d i c a l O p t i o n P r o g r a m , 
the c o m b i n e d M . D . - P h . D . p r o g r a m , the Early M e d i c a l School 
Selection P r o g r a m for s tudents i n f ive m i n o r i t y colleges, the 
M . D . - M . P . H . P r o g r a m a n d var ious combinat ions of these. 

think those issues have now 
become a major concern of the 
students. 
Centerscope: What makes Boston 
University School of Medicine stand 
apart from the other 126 medical 
schools in the country? 
S a n d s o n : That's very easy. I 
don't th ink there is another med­
ical school i n the United States 
that has the flexibility i n curricu­
l u m that we have, or that has as 
many pathways available to stu­
dents seeking a medical educa­
tion. We clearly have more flexi­
bil i ty than any other medical 
school i n this country, or maybe 
anywhere. 

This flexibility was started in 
the early 1960s w i t h the imple­
mentation of the Six-year Com­
bined Medical Program. We have 
markedly expanded the flexibility 
and there are now many, many 
different opportunities for stu­
dents entering BUSM. 
Centerscope: What has been your 
biggest disappointment or frustration 
at the School of Medicine over the 
past 10 years? 
S a n d s o n : The concern that I have 
is the increasing inability of the 
School to determine the quality 
of the clinical teaching environ­
ment (the hospital and ambula­
tory care settings) in which its 
students w i l l be trained and i n 
which the students w i l l pursue 
their residencies. I am concerned 
that i n the process of containing 
health-care costs, the clinical set­
tings in which our students train 
w i l l be adversely affected and 
that the training of our students 
i n the clinical years may suffer. 

It is i n the hospitals that costs 
related to medical education are 
under fhe most careful scrutiny 
and these costs probably are 
going to be reduced. If these 
educational costs are drastically 
curtailed, the clinical training of 
both medical students and resi­
dents could be seriously altered. 
Optimal teaching sites are critical 

to the successful education of a 
physician and somehow must be 
maintained i n fhe years ahead. 

Hospitals, I think, may cut 
back on residency positions to 
reduce costs and, if residencies 
are significantly reduced, it w i l l 
adversely affect medical educa­
tion. This is a major concern. 
While if is one that a medical 
school cannot control, I do feel 
an obligation to make my con­
cerns widely k n o w n . 

The large indebtedness of 
many medical students is another 
very serious matter. Fortunately, 
the BUSM Student Revolving 
Loan Fund, by providing low 
interest loans, w i l l keep the 

repayments at a level that is 
manageable for all students. This 
fund provides a large number of 
low-interest loans so that stu­
dents can decrease the loans they 
need at commercial rates. Such 
low-interest loans w i l l decrease 
loan repayments by 70 percent 
for many students. 

The development of this Fund 
w i l l prove to be one of the most 
important developments at 
BUSM in the past 10 years. 
Centerscope: In the 10 years you 
have been dean here, what is the 
most important accomplishment that 
has taken place at the School of Med­
icine? 
S a n d s o n : There have been sev-
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