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Timothy Oluwole Obadare
1930-2013

Christ Apostolic Church (A/adura)
Nigeria

The Aladura churches developed in southwest Nigeria from 1918 on as a result
of the rise of charismatic prophets who believed they were called into gospel
ministry. Joseph Ayodele Babalola was one of the charismatic prophets at the time
and his ministry blossomed into Christ Apostolic Church (CAC) that is still a
leading force today in Nigerian Christianity. Babalola and David Odubanjo were
key figures in the birth and development of the CAC and gave the church
outstanding leadership before they died in 1959. However, the expansion in later
years fell on the shoulders of other prophets in the church. Before his death,
Babalola brought a young evangelist into the church who, in later years, boosted
the fame of the church and propelled it to greater heights. This evangelist was
Timothy Oluwole Obadare.

Timothy Oluwole was born at Ise-Ilesa, in the present Osun State of
Nigeria, to Pastor and Mrs. David and Felicia Obadare in 1930. Timothy started
his primary education at the Apostolic Church Primary School Ise-llesa.
However, a small pox epidemic permanently deprived him of his sight and, as a
result his education ended abruptly. This sad incident became a challenge that
propelled young Timothy to seck divine intervention. As a result, he encountered
God at the age of seven.

Having sensed the call of God on his life, Obadare set himself aside to
be used of God. This led to many divine encounters. The specific encounter that
led to his call to the ministry took place in 1952. That year, all the members of
the Apostolic Church were commanded to fast and pray for ten days. On the
tenth day of the program, during the normal Sunday morning service, Obadare
received what was called a “spiritual ordination” from God. He described the
experience as follows:

I saw a wonderful hand, bigger than any hand in the world. The

hand descended upon my head like a cap and oil was poured on my

head and it streamed down my feet. Then the spirit of God made

me to prophesy mighty things from 9.15 a.m. to 1 p.m. and there
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was no other thing done in the service that day and the prophecies

were recorded.’

This was the beginning of Obadare’s ministerial career, which he started
fully in 1953, as an evangelist in the Apostolic Church of Nigeria. Aware that the
most essential weapon needed by any man of God to perform spiritual exploits is
the Holy Spirit, he embarked on a period of fasting and prayer, to seek the
endowment of God’s power in his life. On the fifth day of the prayer session,
God appeared to him. This is how he described the experience:

On the fifth day, I did not hear any sound of this world again. In

that room, it seems to me that I was there with over thirty people; I

no longer had the feeling that I was there alone. God spoke to me a

lot ... Also my head was opened at the left hand side and a copy of

the Holy Bible was deposited there and the place was sealed up.*

This was the beginning of miraculous occurrences in his ministry. Obadare
worked zealously with the Apostolic Church (TAC) for four years from 1953 to
1957 before Babalola brought him into the CAC by divine providence. After
joining the CAC, he worked in many towns and cities across southwest Nigeria
before settling permanently in Akure in 1965.

Exploits in the Ministry

Obadare’s ministry was multi-dimensional. He was a prophet, an itinerant
preacher and a media evangelist, a bible teacher, and a pastor. As an itinerant
prophet and evangelist, he successfully spread the gospel into the remotest corners
of West Africa. In Nigeria, in particular, God used him to establish many parishes
of CAC. His ministry also spread into many countries of the world notably, the
United States of America, Canada, and the United Kingdom. As a result, CAC
is today firmly established in major areas of these countries.

Exploits in Obadare’s in ministry included the founding of the Koseunti
prayer meeting and the World Soul-Winning Evangelistic Ministry (WOSEM).
These were the mechanisms that boosted his ministry. Koseunti is a Yoruba word
meaning “He (God) never fails.” The Koseunti prayer meeting became a large
worship program, attracting multitudes from far and near, with members

3'God’s General: The Biography of Timothy Oluwole Obadare, Able Print House, 2013, 30
32 Obadare Funeral Brochure, 21.
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testifying to the miraculous power of God. In the same vein, the WOSEM
became an itinerant evangelistic ministry that Obadare utilized to the greatest
possible extent for the spread of the gospel across cultures.

Even though Obadare was handicapped with a sight disability and
limited education, his mastery of the Bible was outstanding, astounding and
challenging even to those who could see. Because God seemed to give him the
spiritual eyes and grace with which to read the Bible, one cannot easily dismiss
his claim that God had opened his head and deposited a whole Bible there.
Oladoyinbo and Adebayo said that, “though Obadare was blind, his followers
recall that he mastered the bible chapters and verses so well that if a chapter or
verse was read wrongly, the late cleric would instantly correct the reader, to the
amazement of the listeners.”3

Obadare was an evangelist par excellence, using media and an itinerant
form of evangelization. He was revered for his exploits in outreach evangelism
that led to his wide success in soul-winning. Much of his success was attributed
to his wise deployment of the mass media, especially radio and television, in
communicating his message. He also complemented his media activities with
explosive open-air crusades that attracted large crowds of the afflicted, the
tormented, the demon-possessed, and the deprived who came seeking salvation,
healing, and deliverance. According to eyewitness accounts, his crusades were
characterized by numerous examples of conversion, healing, and deliverance.

According to Ojo Olusegun, it is not an exaggeration to state that
Obadare ranked favorably among the world’s acclaimed evangelists like T. L.
Osborn, Reinhard Bonnke, Billy Graham, and Dag Heward Mills. However,
after Apostle Babalola, Obadare seemed to be the only CAC prophet who showed
as much anointing and spiritual enrichment and whose ministry led to the raising
of the dead and healing of many physically wounded Nigerians. Even though
some claim that the golden era of CAC ended in 1959 with the death of Pastor
Odubanjo and Apostle Babalola, the ministry of the church later came alive under
the many evangelists that came out of the church, principal among whom was
Obadare.

Obadare died on March 21, 2013 at the ripe old age of 83. However,

% Yinka Oladoyinbo and Segun Adebayo, “Obadare, Renowned Evangelist Sings
Halleluyah, Takes a Bow,” Saturday Tribune (March 23, 2013), 11.
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just as his voice resounded on the airwaves for many years across southwest
Nigeria, it will continue to ring in the ears of many people for years to come.
2 y Yy

Michael A. Ogunewu and Deji Ayegboyin
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