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MEDIA ADVISORY 
MEDICAL STUDENTS AWAIT WORD ON RESIDENCY "MATCHES" 

Boston, Mass.—On Wednesday, March 20, at noon, 130 f o u r t h - y e a r medical 
students a t Boston U n i v e r s i t y School of Medicine (BUSM) w i l l eagerly r i p open 
envelopes, the contents of which may d r a m a t i c a l l y a f f e c t t h e i r medical 
careers. I n those l e t t e r s , t h e y — a n d a l l f o u r t h year medical students i n the 
c o u n t r y — w i l l l e a r n i f they have been "matched" t o t h e i r residencies of 
choice. 

"Match Day"—a r i t e of passage f o r f o u r t h - y e a r medical s t u d e n t s — i s a 
c r i t i c a l milestone i n phys i c i a n s ' careers. Just before noon, W i l l i a m F. 
McNary, J r . , Ph.D., the associate dean f o r Student A f f a i r s a t BUSM, w i l l lead 
the expectant students from a l e c t u r e h a l l t o the lobby of the Medical School 
where they w i l l w a i t and count down the f i n a l long seconds t o noon.' At the 
stroke of noon, students w i l l stampede t o t h e i r mailboxes and r i p open the 
nondescript white envelopes t h a t c o n t a i n t h e i r v i t a l assignments. 

"Match Day" i s the c u l m i n a t i o n of f o u r years o f hard work marked by long 
hours, sleepless n i g h t s studying and worrying about grades. These "matches" 
determine where students w i l l spend the next s e v e r a l years t r a i n i n g , and they 
o f t e n d i c t a t e the s p e c i a l t i e s students w i l l e v e n t u a l l y p r a c t i c e . 

Medical students across the country compete f o r residency assignments 
through the N a t i o n a l Residency Matching Program. Students evaluate and seek 
i n t e r v i e w s a t various h o s p i t a l s , then they l i s t t h e i r top choices f o r 
residency assignments based on a number of f a c t o r s , i n c l u d i n g the r e p u t a t i o n 
of an i n s t i t u t i o n , the i n s t i t u t i o n ' s l o c a t i o n , and the student's choice f o r 
s p e c i a l i t y t r a i n i n g . At the same time the students are making t h e i r "wish" 
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l i s t , h o s p i t a l s are submitting the names of students they would l i k e to accept 
i n t o t h e i r programs. A n a t i o n a l computer system "matches" the choices of 
students and h o s p i t a l s . 

Fourth-year medical students are awaiting t h i s event w i t h a n t i c i p a t i o n and 
anxiety. The best photo o p p o r t u n i t i e s are a v a i l a b l e a t noon on March 20, i n 
the lobby of BUSM at 80 East Concord Street i n Boston. A class photo w i l l be 
taken at 12:30 p.m. on the steps a t the entrance of the medical school. 
Convenient parking i s a v a i l a b l e . 
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