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a truly un i ver a l chul"'ch. s a for er worker in a "Church 

of All Nations , 11 s he · conv:tnced of bo t h the need and the 

possibility of developing a universal church. 

II. PRJi!VI ou I TUDI E 

Althou g many intensive studies of John' s Gospel have 

been made si ce the a r)pearance of B. F. Westcott 's comprehen -

s ive commentary on St. ,John ' s GoSl)el. ln 1882, few studie 

have been made of it s 1m · versal qu 1 it • Nor have there een 

many studies of the ew Testamen t ba es for a univf;) r sRl ch rch. 

Seve al s tucJies relat ed to our subject s honld be mentioned. 

study of the begi n i n ,ss of the Chri t i n Ch1 rch , 

e ntitled rrhe Fou ndi ng of the ChuDlh Universal ., by Hans 

ie mann, traces the devel pment of the Chri tian Ch ch 

du i e; the. "'arly period of the church ' s missionary activities . 

Lietzmann' s b ook i s an excellent his tori cal s tu.dy., but · t de a ls 

only inci dent a lly w:t th such questions as the unit and un:t -

versality of t-le church. It refers t o J ohn' Gos pel on l y 

twice, since ;i.t ·s an extens ive survey of several centurie s 

and not an · tensive study of one part:tcular area of the 

subject . 

Ap mpo tant work in any study i nvolving the doctrine 

of the church :tn the New Testament is Dr. Georc;e Johnston ' s 

Th e Doctrine Qf. the Church ·n the Tew Te tament, written - . . - ·- --......_. 

orig inally as a doctoral thesis i the Un i versi t of Cambr ·".d::e , 

Ens land, and published a t Cambridge in 1943 . . The develo ment 
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the f ourth canonical New Te s t amen t b ook . The pr es e t write r 

i of the op i n ion t h at t his book wa wri t te b' a J ohn, prob ­

abl y i n Eph esus , and probab l y b e t w en 90 and 100 A •• 

Tn our cl e in i tion of J ohn , i t i s n ces s ary to s a 

"a ohn 11 s i ne 
' 

t h e a thor hi of ohn ' Gospel i s till 

a matte r f di spute among cholars . Until t h e n i n eteenth 

century, a uthor h i p of t his Gos pel wa s almost "Lm i ve rsal l y 

attr · b te d t o the Apos t le John, the on of Zebe de e. Sine 

then, t he trend of scholarship has been to challen· e the 

traditional v iew. Var i ous theorie s a s to poss·ble author-

ship o i' ' J ohn ' s Go s pel i nclude the followin g : that it was 

wri t t en by an a uthor vvh o is entirely unknovvn to us ; t hat 

, ohn ebe de e was t e sou rce f , but not the writer of, t h e 

Fo rth Gos pel; t hat . John Mark rna h ave b e en the author ; 

tha t t he no pel may have b·een written by another " .Toh n," 

p os sibly John the Elder, or Pre sb ter. 

t :s the present writer' s opi n i on that t he Gos el 

of J ohn was probab l y wri t ten b y the J ohn who was k nown as J ohn 

the El der, or Pre s b t er, and whose r e s d c was, f or s ome 

t i me at le s t , he 1 • i nce e i nves tiga ti on of t he 

m1ivers a1·ty of the •ourth Go pe l not dependent up n a 

s olu ion of t h e prob em of au thorsh ip w s ha ll s e, f or 

the purpo s o f t h is s t udy , that the Gospel of John wa 

wr i tten b J ohn t he El de r , or Pr esb t er, a bout 100 A. D. 

in E.:Jhesu • 

Th e t e rm i'universal i t yn i s a l s o 1 eel in the st t ement 
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Chur ch in Eng l and and in America, v;h ich h olds itself' 
t o be the ancient undi vide d church. · ecause of 
these d ifferen ces in the a pp lica tion of Catholic, 
univei•sal is often used in its place by tl.J.o se who 
vish t o de scr i b e t he v!hole body of Christia ns, or 

by t hose v1ho v' ish t o af f irm the world- w:i.. de spread 
of their teachin g s . 2 

I n thi s t hesis the terms 11 ca t h olic" and 11 universal 11 

will b e u sed inte rchan c;eably to indicate, v:i th refe ren ce to 

the church , 11 the vrh ole body of Christi ans, 11 and tt the vrorl d-

wide spread of t h e :tr . tea ch in z:;s . 11 ;·,h e n x•eference is nade to 

t h e ch ur ch vJh:t ch is officia lly desit;nate d a s the 11 a t h oli c 

Church, " the t el"'rn "Ronan Cat hol:tc11 vlill be use d . It shou l d 

be n oted that t he Christian Chur ch was not catled the 11 cath-

ol:tc11 church until the latter th i r d of the second century. 

'rhe word " catholic" v.ras fi rst use d of t h e church by I gnatius 

( c . 110-117 ) , v.,rho used it in the 1M1. olly untechnica l sense 

of 11 universa l . 11 3 

The term, 11 world-wide rnission, 11 is used in this 

stu dy to refer to . the program of evangelization a n d propa-

g a t i on of the g os p el throughout the world . 

V. OUTLINE OF Tlill PROCEDURE 

Our first task will b e an intensive study a nd read ing 

of John's G-ospel and of other l'elevant materia l . Followin g 

t h is, an interpre tat :ton and exposition v1i ll be written on 

2 . 1'Vebster , DS , 8 59 . 

3. ' ··,a l ker , HCC , 59 . 
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the various aspe cts o f' our prob l em--the unity of' the fa ith, 

the univers a lity o f one f lock, the worl d.- wide mi ssion under 

one I.ord , an d the universal appeal' of John 1 s Gos pel. Our 

dis ser t a tion concludes with a summary of the art,L.tment, a 

stat e 1ent of findinc; s , and s u gt3e stions a s t o the ir.!p licat i ons 

of t hose findi n gs f or the church today . 



























cometh, that vvhosoevor ki.Lleth you shall t h ink 
that he off ereth service unto God . And these 
things will they do, because they have not knovm 
the Fa ther, n or me. (Jn. 16:1-3) · 

In the latter half of the first century A. D., the 

- 24-

Christians faced persecution not only fron the Jev1 s but a lso 

from the Roman government. Th e Christian f e llowship had 

sur vived the Neronian persecution of 64 A. D. The Christian 

churches in Rome and in Asia I.Unor v7ere fa cing or had just 

face d the Domitian persecution (81-96 ) when the Joh"'nnine 

aut hor ·wrote h ls gospel. It is possible t hat Jolm's acco1..mt , 

of Jesus' _rophecy of persecutions to come was i ntende d to 

encourag e and unite the Christian cow.munity in a more 

earnest and realistic defense of the gospe l. 

Persecution is something distant and historical 
and t..mreal to us, but to John's hearers in Ephesus 
the question how to meet it was, perhaps, ch ief 
a rnong t h eir pressing daily problems. And hundreds 
of the Christian ranlc and f i le threw their perse­
cutors into a new, strange and unbearable terror 
by the l ook of unearthly joy on their faces as 
they ::mrche::l :forth to meet the torment, torture 
and death prepared for them by the world' s hate . 
Else-rrhere we are told that VJe ought not to f ind 
it hard to love God v1hen he had loved us so . . 
adorab l y f irst . So these Christian martyrs told 
t he world that hated theli1 that the reason they 
did n o t find it hard to die a s one friend for 
another f or Jesus was that h e had die d as one 
.friend f or another for them f irst.24 

It is t..mfortunate , a s lrillis ton Wa llcer points out 

in h is History of the Christian .'lliurch, that "th ough s ome 

g leanings can be re covere d fx•om t h is period, the f orty 

24 . Robinson , GJ, 227 -228. 
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to a hi e;h er pr i ncip le which serve s a s a bas is f or ·unity . " When 

men lm ow God a s the Divine Father they do not separate 1 and 

fi ;;).J.t 1 on a qu e sti on of the place where He ought to be wor-
29 

shipp ed. 11 

The hris t i an , whether in Pales'tine, Ephesus, or Rome, 

could •uorshi. p the Father . ·.iioJ•ship was not limited to any 

particular locale, as the Jewish Temple worship had been l im-

i ted to Jerusalem. Throu gh h is vvors h ip the Cll...l"is tian cou ld 

feel a sense of unity wi t h other Chri stians . Be cause the Tenpl e 

at J'erusalem had already been d estroyed by the tin e Joh n 1 s 

Gospel was written , Ephesus, as B. W. Robins on p oints out, 11 has 

a l ready begun to tak e advan t age of' t he new orde r of worship 

of the Fa th er in s pirit and in truth . tt 3 0 John ' s readers in 

Ephesus and in other a reas undoubtedly f ound their b onds of 

brotherh ood streng thened t h rough t h eir unity .of worship . 

Ano t he r important basis of Cl:lris tian unity v1rhi ch 

f inds cle ar ex pression in John's Gospe l i s the princip le 

of service. Jesus had g iven the Chri stians an example in 

hi s servic e of nfoot-was l-t ingn at the meal in the u pper room . 

Hi s word s to his disci p les as r e cor ded by John: 

I f I then , the Lord and t he Tea cher , have 
washed y our feet, y e a lso ought t o wash o ne 
another's feet . For I have g iven you an examp le , 
t h at ye als o should d o as I have d one to y ou. 
(Jn. 1 3 :14-15) . 

La t er, in the "Fare well Discours esn we f i nd other 

expres sions of t he p rincip le of serv i ce. In J .ohn 1 4 :12 --

29 . :r;Iajo r , Manson, and ·v.r-igh t, liii.1J, 747 . 

30 . Robinson, GJ, 120. 
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"Ver i ly, verily, I say unto you , He that be lieveth on me, 

the v,rork s that I cb shall he do a lso: and greater works 

than the s e shall he do , because I .so unto the Fa ther . tt 

In 15:16-- 11 Ye d id not cho ose me , but I chos e ou and a p-

pointed you , that ye should go and bear fruit , and t hat 
I 

your fruit shou l d abide: that vJhatsoeve r ye shall ask 

of the Fat h ei' in my 1?-ame, he may g ive it you . " 

An identity of purpose together '<vith shari ng 
in the eli vine love promotes the closest union 
in a li f e of servj_ce whereby the F ather is to be 
glorified . For that Christians must depend on 
their Lord , abi d ing in Him, drawinG on His life, 
ccide d by the .t'araclete VvhO dwells Within them 
to media te the presen ce of the invisible Christ, 
bear:tng their witnes s that they are Ch r ist 's 
alone . 01 

::!':tnally , J ohn sets forth the unitive .. rincip le of 

Clll' istian love . 11 The unity of t he Church is based , 11 as 

Newton Fl ew ::,;o ints out i n h is book on J esus and Hi s Chur ch, 11 

on a per s onal re l a tionship bet·ween God and His Son , and 

t herefore on , t h e p i'inciple of di vine love . 11 And, in t he 

ear l y chur ch "i ts miss i on is to manifest t h is unity , v:hereby 

the re con cllia tion of Jew fu!d Gentile has a lready be en af­

fe cte d , so that the rest of t h ' wor l d ' may believe . u32 

Uni on of mind and sou l vdth Cbrist . Unity of thought 

in the ear l y cl1urch deve l oped through the individual Chri s tian's 

3 1. Johns ton, DCWr , 122 . 

32 . 7 lew, JHC , 252 . 
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Unity '."'lithin the contex t of Christian theology. The 

development of unity as seen in Jolm is a d e velopment which 

takes place within the context of a specifically Christian 

theology. The Johannine theology interprets God as the· 

Fa t h er of all. Accord ing to John, the es s ential nature of 

Go d is love. nFor God so loved the worl d , that he gave 

h is only beg otten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 

s hou l d n ot perish, but have ete rnal lif e. 11 (Jn. 3:16 ) 

Jesus reveals God's love to man. And t h ose who believe 

in Jesus are to love one another as Jesus has loved them. 

(Jn. 13:34) From the love ·of God , of Jesus, and of one's 

fellow be i n gs, t h ere comes a s p irit of unity which binds 

hearts and mi nds together in a fellowship and in conunon 

thought. 

Th ose who f ail to receive the love of Jesus can 

• rl • .. ' cr ea "Ge ulSUnl "GY, as f or example cU d one of Jesus 1 disciples. 

The story of Judas' betrayal , foll owing as it does Jesus' 

prs.yer f or "on ene s s'' (Jn. 17 and 18), is a dranatic exa..mple 

of the disun :L ty which c a n be cr eated in the Christian 

fellovrship by t h ose wh o f a il to act in the s p j_rit of Christian 

lov e, vhich is the heapt of the Joha.nnine theolo g;y . Thus, 

a specifically Christian theol ogy , such a.s that developed 

by the Johannine writer, vms basic t o the development of 

unity in the primitive church. So, too, was a s p irit of 

unity basic to the development of a Christian theology. 






























































































































































































































































































