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I

Intro dnc tion

Two great realists have been chosen for this

study, one representative of the eighteenth century

and the other of the tv/entieth. Daniel Defoe i s an

import^ t figure in the e-:rly development of the

realistic novel and Bennett is vrell-knovm as a con-

temporary realist . By study of Robinson Crusoe
,
Moll

Flanders
,
Roxana

,
Captain Singleton

,
and Colonel Jacque

of Defoe's narratives and The Old v/ives' Tale and The

Clayhanger Trilogy of Bennett’s novels, it is here in-

tended to show the effect of the authors’ lives upon

their styles, the influence of literature and philo-

sophy upon their novels, and the individuality of

Defoe’s and Bennett’s realism.

Since Bennett is a contemporary novelist, the

amount of pertinent literature is limited. For this

reason the section on Bennett is written at a dis-

advantage. This thesis v/as not undertaken as a com-

parison of Bennett and Defoe
,
but as a study of two

novelists repre sente.t ive of early and contemporary

realism..





z.

II

Defo 0

A. The Effect of Dafoe’s on his st/le

In the late Seventeenth and the early Eighteenth

centuries lived Daniel Defoe. This period is char-

acterized by active political and religious life.

The Vvhigs v/ere of the merchant class and their

opponents, the Tories, were landovmers. In general

the Whigs aligned themselves with the Anglican Low

church members and the Non conformal sts; the Tories

were in sympathy with the Anglican High church. The

followers of the Pretender, James III, possessed

Catholic leanings and formed a third group that

usually joined the Tory party. It is not strange

that Defoe, living in that age, was a politician and

a m.oralist

.

Defoe, in the earlier part of his life, was the

business man v/ho was interested in political affairs.

During the reign of Queen Anne his political interests

were more prominent than his commercial enterprises.
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still later in life he placed before business and

politics his writing.

In Defoe's novels a deep understanding of middle-

class life is shown, first, by the point of view of

the tradesman v;ho measures success by material gain,

and, secondly, by the rigid sense of right and wrong

of the Puritan. Undoubtedly, Defoe’s able portrayal

of the middle class can be attributed to his environ-

ment .

In the parish of St. Gile s-in-Cripplegate, just

outside the walls of London, about the year 1660,

Daniel Defoe was bom. His father, James Foe, was

a talloviT-chandler . After two catastrophes, the Great

Plague of 1665 and the Great Fire of 1666, had spared

the Foe family, Defoe's father v/as able to establish

himself as a butcher, a tradesman considered, at that

time, very respectable and solid. At an early age

Defoe, a visitor in his father's Fore Street shop,

probably felt the importance of the tradesman and the

pleasurable deference of clerks to the merchant's son.

Since the P"oe family had been spared from the

public disasters, James Foe was convinced that

Providence vi^as responsible for his good fortune. He

was a conscientious religious instructor to his





children. He placed Daniel under the tutelage of

the Reverend Annesle/, a Dissenting minister.

Daniel’s father, urged on by the Reverend imnesley,

decided ths.t his son should be a minister.

Accordingly Daniel entered a Nonconformist

school at Newington Green, where young Dissenters

were studying for the ministry. Charles Morton, the

director of the school, placed emphasis upon practical

rather than classical subjects.' The study of such

subjects as French, Dutch, Spanish, and Italian,

history, science, astronomy, and particularly

geography shows in Defoe’s v/ritings. From The Life

and Pyracies of Captain Singleton, the following
,

1 .

quotation demonstrates Defoe’s remarkable knowledge

of geography. ’’Vi/e saw lions, and tigers, and

leopards, every night and morning in abundance; but,

as they seldom came near us, we let them go about

their business; if they offered to come near use, we

made false fire with any gun that was uncharged, and

the^ v/ould walk off as soon as the ^ sav/ the flash...

v^e began to m.eet v/ith elephants in great numbers;

those creatures delighted chiefly in the woody part

of the country .. .Our surgeon persuaded me to be bled

during the time of rest, which contributed much to my

1. Secord, A.W.: The Narrative Method of Defoe p. 236
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continued health... in so hot a climate... V/e were

gotten too much in the middle of the country and

among the deserts: whereas the inhabitants are

principally found am.ong the rivers, lakes, and low-
1 .

lands...” Defoe commented on the natural resources

of Africa, its "elephant teeth" or ivor>j and its

gob-bearing rivers.

Although Charles ^fiorton conducted a broad,

practical plan of study, he never forgot to place

emphasis on the moral point of viev\f in all his

lectures. Defoe's experience in this school deepen-

ed the moral training of his home life. Defoe wrote

his narratives fromi the point of view of the moralist.

The importance of religion in the life of man is ex-

emiplified in his novels. As a child the Nonconformist

sermons and ideals impressed him. His education at

Newington was for the purpose of training him for the

dissenting ministry. Since Defoe had a naturally

receptive m_ind
,
he became impregnated v/ith the religious

concepts to v/hich he was subjected.

Robinson Crusoe's first thought as he managed

to get beyond reach of the waves was, "l was now land-

ed, and safe on shore, and began to look up and thank

1. Defoe: Captain Sinfgleton p. 140
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Hov^ever it was notGod that my life was saved...

until illness overtook him that C>^usoe resorted to

prayer. The miseries of unattended illness cause

him to remember his father’s counsel on the .-justice

of God. He ends his repentant soliloquy by ’’Lord,
2 .

be my help, for I am. in great distress". He recovers

from the attack of ague, and for the first time in

his life asks God's blessing on his supper. Crusoe's

m.editation on God's omnipotency lasts for a fev/ days.

He learns to pray sincerely; he reads the Jiible; in

short, he undergoes a spiritual awakening.

The T-uritan belief that there is no rightful

feeling of pleasure in^’reading fiction pervades Defoe's

novels. He often goes out o-^ his way to .justify his

writings by stressing the moral values and by proclaim-

ing the truth of his material. He depicts the wicked

side of life but ends the story with the reformation

of the sinners and the downfa.!! of the villainous,

Robinson Crusoe is a fine example of the moralizing

influence on Defoe's works, although there is constant

reference to the divine will of Providence in Robinson

Crusoe and in The Farther adventures of Robinson Crusoe
,

Defoe thought it advisable to follow these adventures

1, Maynadier: Robinson Crusoe Vol. 1 P* 50

2. Maynadier: Robinson Cru soe Vol. 1 P- 101
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7-

with the Serious Ke f lections ,
the third volume of

the Crusoe narratives . Defoe apparently believed

that, "the fable is alv/ays made for the moral, not
1 .

the moral for the fable".

It matters not of v;hat class of society Defoe

writes, for his moral views are rigid. In Defoe's

novels of low life, the rewards of right and wrong

doing are justly meted out . The only possible hope

of the sinner for comfort and peace is sincere

repentance. In Roxana
, a fine romance of the upper

class, the heroine's eventual downfall from affluence

to poverty is very effective. Amid ill-gotten riches

and position, the conscience of Iioxana is the moral

voice of the story. Since happiness cannot be built

on sin, Roxana, impoverished and practically friend-

less, ends her days in prison. The dangerous results

of avarice and vanit jf are Roxana's portion. As a

true moralist, Defoe makes no class distinctions in

the wages of vice.

Although Defoe did not become a minister, he

gained a broad education, linguistic background, and

training in writing. The fam.ily life and perhaps the

education of Defoe v;ere sim.ilar to those of the educated

1. Defoe: Serious Reflections Preface p . 9
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New Englander of his day. In fact, Defoe has been
1 .

called "the Yankee Trader of the Qneen Anne Y/riters",

At an early period, Defoe’s interest was in

business rather than in the ministry. He left the

school at Newington to v/ork for a hosedealer on

Cornhill. His superior education and his natural

aptitude for business earned for him a more responsi-

ble position than was open to the average apprentice.

It is probable that, at the close of his period of

apprenticeship, he became a traveling merchant who

served as m.iddle-man between the importer and the

shopkeeper. He spent the next two years on the

continent. Althou^i Defoe's traveling was for

business and not for pleasure, the wealth of detail

concerning foreign lands gained from the journeys

is apparent in hJ. s narratives. Hovir well he portray-

ed the first sea trip of young Robinson Crusoe I

Crusoe, against the v/ishes of his parents, took a

voyage from Hull to London and described it in the

following words, "l v/as most inexpressibly sick

in body, and terrified in my mind... I expected every

wave would have sv/al lowed us up, and that ever^ time

the ship fell down, as I thought, in the trough or

1. Maj^nadier : Introduction to Defoe’s Work p . 10
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hollow of the sea, we should never rise more; and

in this agon/ of mind I made man/ vows and resolu-

tions, that if it would please God here to spare

m/ life this one vo^/age, if ever I got mj foot upon

dr/ lane’ again, I would go directl/ home to my father,
1 .

and never set it into a ship again while I lived”.

Clearly, Defoe’s own voyages had not nroved all smooth

sailing

.

About the year 1683 Defoe was established in

business on Cornhill . Ee traded in hosiery, but v/as

on the watch for any profitable business deal. For

some seven years he lived the life of a successful

business man v/ho is interested in political affairs.

At the end of this period his carefully* amassed

fortune was dissipated bj unfortunate speculations.

To avoid imipris onment for debts, he went into retire-

ment for some m.onths . His creditors eventually decid-

ed not to press their charges against Defoe v/ho

promised to fulfil his obligations to them. In his

Gompleat English Tradesm-an Defoe says, "The English

Tradesman, though unfortunate, is a kind of phoenix,
2 .

a phoenix, who rises out of his ovm ashes”. This

statem^ent Defoe applied to his ovm business f ail-ure .

1 a r^aynadl er : Robinson Crusoe p , 7

2. Dottin: Strange and Surprising -Li-dventure s of Daniel
Def oe p . 56





For the last four /ears of the Seventeenth

century, he held the position of Accountant to the

Cornmi ssi oners for the Glass Duty, a rev/ard for

v/riting political pamphlets in support of the govern-

ment. The remuneration that he received from, this

office enabled him to set up a tile factory at

Tilbury. He once more operated a success.ful business

which now made it possible for him to honorably dis-

charge his debts . However, there was a period of

irregular living that would indicate that Defoe had

forgotten his moral precepts. He repented of his

sin and ’’Ms humility quieted his conscience so that

he was able to answer the Presbyterian minister, Mr

«

Hovire ' s reproaches concerning Ms misconduct by the

pious assumption that, since God had repaired his

material fortune. He must certainly have forgiven his
1 .

follies and indiscretions”. This illustrates Defoe’s

commercial view point on life and shov/s his interpreta-

tion of spiritual welfare from m.aterial conditions.

It is inevitable that Defoe, born in the trades-

man class, who had conducted business enterprises

himself and suffered financial reverses, should always

visualize the middle-class and low-life character in

1. Dot tin: Strange and Surprising .adventure of Daniel
Defoe p. 71
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pursuit of material gain. Robinson Crusoe shov/s the

effect of the shrewd and practical mind of Defoe, the

business man. The reader is always inform.ed regarding

the financial state of the hero. His trading ex-

periences are given with the amounts of investment and

return. The disposition of Crusoe’s income is related

One half he reinvests in trade goods for ’Guinea’;

the remainder is left in the care of a friend. Upon

his return from the island, a detailed account is

given of the Brazilian plantation v/hich he had left

many years before . The yearly produce and the money

income, #iich had been in charge of various people,

are listed. Crusoe shows, through the v.;ealth of

commercial detail, Defoe’s tradesm.an attitude. Again

in Moll Flanders
,

from, the beginning of her story to

the end, the financial circumstances are exactly

kept. Moll continually takes stock of her resources.

V/henever she steals, a detailed list of the booty is

made, at the end of her history, repenting past evils

and determined on an honest future, Moll once again

inventories her considerable wealth as follows; ’’there

246 pounds in money at first, then two gold watches,

diamond rings, and plate... Here’s a plantation on
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York River, 100 poimds a year, then 150 pounds in

money, then a sloop load of horses, cow, hogs, and

stores; and now a cargo cost 250 pounds in England,

and worth here tv/ice the money". In all his narrative

writing Defoe shows the influence of his commercial

background and experience.

While Defoe’s attention was in the main devoted

to his business career, he had a definite interest in

politics. Eventually, when political v/rltlng became

his business, he received training that is shown in

his novels. In 1700 Defoe pi^blished his satire. The

True Born Englishm.an . This was an answer to a

pamphlet which accused the Dutch vifilllam III of England

of having Dutch interests at heart rather than English.

The True born Engli slriman
,
which satirized the hybrid

English race, v/as popular v^rith the people and placed

Defoe among the friends of King n-illiam III. Defoe

enjoyed his most prosperous days until after the death

of William when there was a Tory reaction and a general

feeling against Dissenters. Defoe came to the support

of the latter with The Shortest Way \vlth the Dissenters ,

a v;ork so ironical that its Intent v/as mistaken by

both sides. The high churchmen praised it; Defoe's
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13 .

friends resented it. Its author fin all/ wrote an

explanation of its true meaning, whereupon the in-

dignarit Tories sentenced hefoe, as a v/riter of

sedition, with a fine, the pillor/, and prison,

Defoe did everything possible to avoid punish-

ment, but he was finally brought to hewgate Irison.

Here he found colorful material which was to be used

later in his narratives. Highwaymen, cutpurses, women

of the streets could be studied at close quarters and

his genius did not fail to abstract first hand informa-

tion on criminal life and development. When the time

came for his public punishment in the pillory, Defoe

cleverly turned this humiliation into a triumph. In

preparation for the event, he had v/ritten The Hymn

to t-.he . 1 1 I or-_.
^

copies of which were circulated among

those who attended his public exhibition. The

sympathetic crowd presented fruits and flowers to him

as he stood in the garland-hung pillory . by his

ingenious Hymn to the Pillory Defoe had avoided the

usual treatment of pillory prisoners, v^hich included

a pelting with all kinds of offensive material. His

training in writing pamnhlets gave Defoe an under-

standing of the English middle class. "lie knew hov;





to present his material in such a fashion as to

convince those v/ho were inclined to be prejudiced
1 .

against him'\ It is natural that his narratives

should be realistic and convincing since his

political business was to write to convince the reader

After five months ’ imprisonment Defoe v/as freed

at the instigation of Robert Harley, Harl of Oxford,

who was a power in English politics. Harley appreciat

ed the worth of the able pamphleteer. Defoe, his

tile business ruined, by his imprisonment, accepted

the patronage of Harley and became his political

tool from now on. The following incident that

occurred years later demonstrates the important in-

fluence of his political writing on his narratives.

Harley was on trial, charged with Jacobitism. Defoe

planned to startle the political world v/ith evidence

favorable to Harl^. Shortly before f^e trial the

Memoirs of the Drench ambassador, Mesnager, appeared,

relating the negotiations that came before the peace

of Utrecht. This work that represented Harley as a

champion of Protestantism '’w^as quite the most provoca-
2 .

tive of all the hoaxes Defoe was guilty of”. His

political pamphlets called for the convincing fiction

1 . Dot tin ; Strange and Surprising Adventures of Daniel
Defo~e p. 121

2. Dottln: Gtrapr;e and Surprising adventures of Daniel
Defoe p . 187
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that is found in his novels .

He used the nuaker’s manner of speech in his

pamphlets. In one directed to Henry Sacheverell,

a ’’high-flyer”, Defoe addressed him in the follov/-

ing words, — "Verily, Henry .. .thinkest thou that

the Man George, whom the Lord hath delighted in, and

hath chosen to exalt, and who the princes and great

men of the Land have placed upon the throne, even as

the Lord hath commanded, thinkest thou, I say, that

he can ever be nrevail'd v;ith to receive into his
1 .

bosom any of those thy oeople who are -cd.led Tories?”

At a later period when Defoe wrote his account of

The Life of Roxana
,
he used the character and speech

of the Quaker. Roxana, who had gone into hiding in

the home of a Quaker woman, had the follov;ing conver-

sation that shows Defoe’s ability, developed by

pamphleteering, in v/riting in the Quaker manner. ”’It

is easy to suppose that thou art a little concerned

at somewhat th'B e men say; I suppose they are talking

of thee’. ’Indeed, my good friend,’ said I, ’thou

art mistaken this time for I knov/ very well what they

are talking of, ’tis all aboiit ships and trading

affairs’. ’Well’, says she, ’then one of them is a

1. Dot tin: Strange and Surprising Adventures of Daniel
Defoe p . 187
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man friend of thine, or somewhat is the case, for

though thy ton^-iie will not confess it, thy face

does ’ In his political writing f'efoe gained ex-

perience in putting himxself in the places of various

characters
,
an experience that later shows itself

in his narratives.

In the year 1719, Defoe brought forth The Djfe

and Strange Surprising xidventures of Robinson Crusoe

of York, Mariner . From this time on he devoted him-

self to the writing of novels. Defoe, the gifted

realist of the early Eighteenth century died in April

1731.

The life of Defoe shows several definite influ-

ences on Ms narratives. The fact that he lived in a

period of religious and political activity and a period

of interest in tales of travel and adventure is signif-

icant. As a result of his environm.ent he saw the world

from an economic point of view. Defoe’s faraily life

and education made him a F-uritan, but nature made him

a tradesman. He measured everything on a material

scale. Political writing proved to be excellent train-

ing for the now famous realist. Aobinson Crusoe .

Captain Singleton
,
Colonel Dacque

, Moll P'landers
, and

1. Defoe J Life of Hoxana p. 44





l1.

Roxana
,
show the vicissitudes of life from hefoe's

commercial standpoint that is colored by moraliza-

tion . The effectiveness and the convincing reality

of these v/orks are the result of the author’s in-

valuable political experience. The life of -L^efoe

as the boy Puritan, as the practicEil business man,

and as the gifted political v/riter made possible

his fine narratives.
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B. His Use of Source Material

iS.

Defoe’s natural endo\vments and his life’s train-

ing fitted him for the writing of novels . In present-

ing fiction in the guise of fact Defoe found it neces-

sary to turn to the literature of travels, voyages,

and supposedly true adventures. The general and

specific influences of certain accounts of this type

on Robinson Crusoe are herein set forth mainly as

shown in the Studies in the Narrative Method of Defoe ,

a thorough work by Arthur Wellesley Secord,

Mention should be made of certain source and

authorship theories for Robinson Crusoe, that, at one

tim.e or another, have been popular. ’-Robin son Crusoe ,

like m.any other books of popular interest, has given

rise to a number of problems. Am.ong the less impor-

tant of these are the questions of authorship; and of

tim.e and place of compositions. ...Especially prolific

have been speculations and surmises about the m.aterials

that form the groundwork of the story, and concerning
1 .

Defoe’s use of those materials”. The Gentleman’s

Magazine for March 1788 has an anonymous communication

declaring bhat the celebrated romance, Robinson Crusoe

1. Secord, A.W.; The Narrative Method of Defoe p, 22





n-

was written by Robert Harley, Harl of Oxford, while

imprisoned in the Tower of London. The name of the

Reverend Benjamin Hollov;ay is mentioned as a source

for* the statement. Earlier evidence in the form of a

letter v.ritten in 1774 is cited through the medium of

Lee’s Life and Newly Discovered V^'ri tings of Lefoe .

The following quotation from Lee (who does not credit

the theory) gives the details of the story. ’’The

respect due to everything sanctioned by so great an

authority as Sir Henry Ellis, compels me to notice a

strange surprising account of the authorship of the

first volume of Robinson Crusoe . In 1843 Sir Henry

edited, for the Camden Society, a handsomie quarto

volume, entitled Original Letters of iiiminent Literary

Men . At page 320 is a letter by T. Warton dated 1774,

stating that the Reverend nenjamdn Holloway told him

that Lord Sunderland told him that the first volume

of Robinson Crusoe was written by Lord Oxford v/hile

a prisoner in the Tov/er, ’as an amusement under con-

finement’, and was given to Defoe who frequently

visited him there; and, that Defoe printed it as his

own, with his lordship’s approbation, and added a

second volume ’the inferiority of v/hlch is generally

acknowledged » ” *

!• Lee: Life and Newly Discovered 'li'ri tings of Defoe
Vol. 1 p, 294





John E. Roe advances the theory that "The match-
1 ,

less story entitled Robinson Crusoe ’* is the product

of the mind of Lord Bacon. He bases his claim on the

similarity of Crusoe to Bacon’s New Atlantis in regard

to general frame’.vorh of the sentences, peculiar Bacon-

ian use of certain words and set forms of expression,

and general narrational style.

As a development of study of the Bac on -Shake spear

e

controversy. Roe came to the conclusion that not only

were the Tem.pest (attributed to Shakespeare) and the

Nev/ Atlantis (Bacon) products of Bacon, but also

Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe had its origin in the sam.e mind.

Roe believes that Defoe’s Crusoe and subsequent

similar works falsely give the credit for the beginning

of the English Novel to Defoe. Roe intends to prove

that Lord Bacon was not merely the author of Crusoe

’’but that he was the author of nearly all of the so-
2 .

called Defoe literature”.

Another theory chairpioned within recent years is

Defoe’s indebtedness to The Mighty Kingdom of Krinke

Kesme

s

. This work, entitled Sjouk e Gabbes or The Dutch

Source for Robinson Crusoe was translated in 1921 by

Lucius L. Hubbard. The original story Krinke Kesme

s

1, Roe; Mortal Moon

2. Roe: Mortal Moon

p . 18

p . 18
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by Hendrik Smeeks, 1708, contains many strikingly

similar incidents and descriptive details that are to

be found in Robinson Crusoe which v/as published some

eleven years later. Krinke Kesmes is a South Sea

island v/here Juan de Posas, the narrator of the tale,

is taken captive by natives. Posas was well treated

by the inhabitants of the isle who eventually per-

mitted him to depart. In the meantime he utilizes

his stay by study of the people. He meets a Dutch-

man called El-Ho or Freeman who gives Posas a written

account of his arrival on Krinke Kesmes and his years

of solitary life in the wilderness. It is this episode

from ^nhich, as Hubbard claims, Defoe derived much of

his Crusoe m^aterial .

El-Ho relates his wandering from the reconnoiter-

ing crew of his ship, his subsequent deserted state

with its horrid first years. However El-Ho finds

contentment thorough incessant manual labor. This Dutch

narrative not only parallels -Uie later Robinson Crusoe

in its general theme but also offers m.any identical

details, such as the finding of a footprint in the sand,

the v/al 1- surrounded hut entered by means of a ladder,

and the discovery of supplies on three occasions.

The comparison of excerpts from the Dutch trans-





lation, Sjouke Gabbes, with Robinson Crusoe is plausible

proof for Hubbard’s statement, ’’There can be no reason-

able doubt that Defoe knew this book, and perhaps little,
1 ,

that' he had it by him v^en he wrote parts of his Robinson.',’

Perhaps the following quotation from Lee on Defoe’s

linguistic abilities offers substantiation to Hubbard’s

theory. ”As to the scholastic attainments of Defoe

we are not left in ignorance. He was able to read the

Greek Classics, and had not only mastered the most

difficult Latin authors, but himself produced Latin

compositions for the press; he translated and spoke

Spanish, Italian, and -french, the latter fluently, and
2 .

h^d some knowledge of Dutch",

Mr. Secord in his consideration of the Dutch Source

for Robinson Crusoe says, "that the episode of the

El-Ho related by Smeeks has some general and a few

specific resemblances to R ob ins on Crusoe; that^is not

at' all certain that Defoe either knew or used the

Dutch story; and that, if he did so, it was of far less

service to him than Mr. Hubbard and others have assert-

ed, since most of the material contained therein was

available to Defoe in English works which we are certain
3.

that he knew and used".

1. Hubbard: Sjouke Gabbes p, 22

2. Lee: Life and Nevi^ly Discovere d V/ritings of Defoe
Vol . 10

3. Secord, A.W.: The Narrative Method of Defoe p. 106
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