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A EEL'fGIQU^; GSh'S,US’ ,0P BOSTON.

There is a gehenal im^reseion that the .chdcoh^rs. 1‘Osing ground;
that ut i’fe',not keeping pa'de with thejcapi’diy in.oheXsiQg popuJj^tion.
DruDorcheste'r'An his qars£-al work upon t*h0 ''BroblemS of BeTigious
.Brogcess'”,,jhas silffiiciently pi^oved the- falsity of this, assertiop/a^ |

K it .relates' to tljs enti're United States. Here he shows that Ohnistianity a
has'.gained jcemdckabiy. But it still .ceaains unsett-Led^in. regard to i

' particular localities^e^p'eoialiy ^in large centers of pppUlation
whether the ehuroh has kept .pace or fi-allen' behidd the -^ppnlation., J
To answer this firom. its ^S.tatistjioal' side is; thfe “object of thi-s in'T^st-^ j

* ig'ation. Wfe-propoee to/conftn^' our research fo Boston ^ipin- 1
.i-ty^cove'bing 'a region having a popuiatioq^within. a radius .of xen
miles firom.'the .State House^bf 1,128,704.

’Our 'in.testiga.tiofl concerns, '('ll, ,t'he progress'of chupch o'rganiz- 1
ations'.'during One hundred .yeaf:.s/(:?i,tfe p-rjdgre’ss of 'chhrch membership

f .during 'fjifty^ yeans-; ('B'^ ,.chunch fibancep, property ^alpation^seating
5) ..C ap ac i t y ■,..an d' b e n.e v o 1 e n cd s.

’Three*.classes of :churphss hav;e been grouped for the sake of. com-
' parison, fhese -are (l},the Syangelical,C2);,,t’hs Uib'eral,4£%ri‘d '(Bl,the '

Botfian Ga.thb’lic.
, .The-fiigurep'here presented ape d.rawn fr ‘̂o/p Dqcchester's ‘'Brobleras of

■Bp’ligious'‘progress'’’, f-rofii "TKe-Uriit.ed ’States. Census"', for lP9,Q,jand
*the..-year-rbboks’ of the 5{aniQU3 denominations- Some denpraihatious
still_ .persist-in keeping thelp fac-ts in the d'arK,-s.dpe in confusing
■facte' with fancies.

I-. Gh'hrch Organizations.’ ’
fe Hqw have ohunch origanizationsuinoraa’sed in_ the last one hundred
ii yeans ? Th'e following^ table shows the various -denominations at -

vabious intervals during the period.

r



T^ble No. 1. Church Organiaations un Boston.

jDenoraination, *■ ' 180Qt *
•

-1850.
J.”'

1880..4
* •*

1890.
■>.>

190Q.

Gdiigi5e^abi'o'il-^.-.(. . .■.*.-.1 .>.•...* .'3. 21. *' ■26 ' ' 30 33*
Baptis%^.}.».•.^. .«. . s.. 18 ' - 26 ’ -28 ■■ 33.
Episcopal.,... ... . . ... ■_.2 14 33'.^ , 31
Metho(3ist Episcopal...-,.'..,,. . 1 11 26 24 32.
Other ;^Evangelijoal.^.{............. .y ... 3 < »* 1 11 , ^3 , i 37< 1 > 'S 29.

1.. 1 ii iTdtal .^vari-g'el ’ 1 75 ’ 3;a3.‘‘ -* 1.3& 160
; 'P X* <» ll _

Onitan'lan__ ____ . 13 V 29 , , '3,0 .' •■ >‘z\ .33
Uniyersalist...........   -.I,.....,*. .. 1 8._ ■ V 8 , 10
Other Liberal... .J. . . . 2 X 3 V 3..,... 3

— ! ...
Total iLibeoal.

Vj ‘I -.««
..,.14 40 ’43 41 36

Rcnnan,.iCatholic...,i.......... 14 ' <■.. scr.r^ 74
Jewish..ur.*..v-. u....... . . ' 1 jg-i- .3 19,
Miscellaneops Bddi^s.>.......... s • 28 31

’* ' 5 ”C

* TotaluAll. DenQjni-nat'ions, ISCP ' 203 ’ . 320

Now takingua.-radius of ten teiles from the State House?includirig 
Bddtoct^tfe'.lsecace.the following table. ’

r- . -iable/NpjS. drgan^pationa-of Total jRadius.
1800 1850 ’ 1880 190Q.

jCongcegatiQnal„..„.,^. . 10 44 70' 93,
Baptists. ... L.3^ 32 66‘ ' 86''
EpiscopalXaji... ......... ’”“^8*4 ' *’ ' Vs
Methodist Episcopal. .'t .... 1 ‘"24 61‘ 81
Presbytenian.. ,........... 17 11
Othe^r Evangelical , . 16 '' iV^" <^4 ,

* JL. ’it'’'hfi-iu,*'*
1. Tot’M-Evangel/ioal'j..... IB r 135; ,, 12597* v ’;.364 c

Unitanianu____;..............N .x.".,. .u’32 * ■47 <, 1J . ■ 52 . 5Or
UnivQr«a,al.is>...-...i:<. ..«l . . ■'Ic.n 1 ?22 i, i '^SQ ■'24
Othersrj . . . * .'..'•. .. "1 ;a X '.>f -■' '■3 - , o ' .

Total Liberal... . . 23
K J.-
71

. 5 r
Bl
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hav.e been gaining in Qtgan'izatiiQns in- the U.S..,Boston and itioinity 
h*as been losingi

Wijil'e’ Boston .had, one Libecal chucch tq 1.093^^ inhabitants lin 1899, 
thene was b-ut dhe to 19^90,'in the U. S. , shov/ing- Boston.'to he st.iil 
the .liberal center.

^?hile the entice U.-S.. had one 'QathoLic church for- ^120 inhahitanta 
Boston hhd one tor 7470 ^inhabitants. In Ceg’ard-to the entire church 
organia^tions of Bostoh as compaC'ed. to the saiqe'in the U. S..ywe find i^ 
1870;,one' church to 532 ,inh‘abitants‘,'and in 18’90 o,ne ohucch to 37’8. in’hab- 
itants/whiie Boston, had in; 1890 o'ije’church to, 3'^90 inhabitahts.

‘The .conolusions, iwhicb ar,e ^aicly drawn from these‘fi’igures aEe,.that 
Boston,-on ‘the. whole is not, so' w.eil -dcganiae.d as the rest of- the U.,S.;

that jit is better organized, in liberal churchqs- and aboht .equally 

ocgah'laed i'n Roman ^Oatholic chuncRes.
Now let us comp-ace''Bostdn- to New; YoCk -as- to church -orghhizatioh's.- 

New York- had one,'qhucc'h-.of all de.nqmip,ationtj7i.h 185.0', to ^095; th 18,70 
one to '^44; and in 189O.,qne tq 2819. Thiq qhQY's that ‘S'osto’h was''more, 
•ext.es^ively organized,-than 'New York .for 'e;a.ch of 'the'se periods.

•II. ‘Church ivember'sbip.
Now.- j/h,at is. th.eirecord .of actual gro.wth in com'rauh'icants during tixe 

last- ifty'years in'-Boston ahd’vicinity. 7 T'ab-ie ^’o^4. shows th’e foLlow- 
ing;-

Table No,. 4..? P’Opulation and ^JOmmuhicantS of Boston.

’families.

Oa'te. '1850, 1870. iftP.O-. 1890. .1900.

Population. %.,... j.,.-. .. 1'82786, 292499 363938- ,44847-7 560’892-
Church -.pommunioants.
Qongrgeatio.n.al.^, ..... . .. 6-175 7747- 8561 10076 11578.
Baptist. ...5233 7897 9673 118^5' 15763-
Methodist Rpisco^al '3495 48-16 5307 5983. 7412
Episcopalian........•... ...2153 3946 56-75 '8157 lOBAl
Presb'yteriah.... .......... .... 80 1090 1461» 1.536 2054
pthers... ......................... . 4540 5153 f
Unitarians.. ....9652 3443*
'UniversalistS............. .... . 3228 1748
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T^ble Hq. 4. .(continued).
‘ChUncK C_dmQiuni'cantrS'. 1850. 1870’. 1880.. 1890. lOOo*.
J6.nish. *.............   1 . 30000*’ 30000*
Soman .Catholic.. , . t  160027** 3,85188 260600***
O’t-hef Bodied........... ^3813'

.1<T Total...,,,.,-..,...-.. 244048 ^SjSSOi

*esti’mated 1897. **' If.dr "1885. ***estiipated 1897,
The recor.ds for- the entire-Jbadiijs.-aj’e .as f.91-ldwB.:-

Table No’, t5. PcpuMtipn and -.Gommunioants of -Totfal Radii
-Date, 1850. 1870-. •T3B0., 1900.
P’dpu$atioh.............*..... , . .-3495,5.5 449^’4 ■8.788Sa 1022'384
phurph, Cbmmunlcahtsr
Congneg at ion a 1.............. ............8796 14088 18258 28780
Baptist,.; ............... '.. , . ...; 72-17 12'278 '16965 301’23
Methodist Ep'iscop,sl. . ........ 38’25, '8400 10589 17381
Eplsccp'aiiahK. i........ .......... S’73> 59§1 857? 23918
Unclassified.,........... . '3102- 5008 ’888?
.(Jniv-ersallst.........  . .. « • • • • 3330
Unitarian,...................... -6156*-
Total Evangelical Saiog 437,7’0- ^8026 106926

ami'lies
This, ^ho?/s by coinp-aning .comiEunlcants of Boston mith p’d^uliat’idu -fpr

this periods ab follows:-
Table No..6. Number pf inhabitant's to’-.ope cojumunipant yBos’toh.

bate. 1850.
All Evangelical Bodies. .. 11.1

’1870.
ii. 1

'1886..
11. 1

1890;
10.85

1900;
10-91

Congregational...,. . . . . 38. 42.- 44,.'. 49.

> Baptist.. .......... , 81.
Methodist Episcopal-. • 73,

.37..
60.

37.
,68.

37.
75.

35. 
■'^6.;

Episcogatian.-. .^. . ._,.i...... 84. 
Roman. Catholic^.,.. ,...
All rbligious bpdiep.,...

74. 64.
.2. 5

54.
'2, 4
1.8

53..
3‘. 1
1,9-

The same for the entire .radius -giv.e.s the ^ol-lpwing-results;



6.

Table Nq; 7. No. of Inha.bitants to- One -COniniuniOant «in 
Total .Badius,.evangelical c'hpr.ches..
-P'at'e. 1850,. 18^'0. 1880.. 19O6-._
All Evangel *1.... 18. 7 10. 9.'9 9. 6

► ’Qo'ngregational... . 38. 33'. 31. 38. 5
Bapti'S.t,;-;..-...........34. ’36 -34 33.,’9
Methodist.65. 53. 53.. 58,

4 Episcopal............... 88. 75. 67’. 4S.

Irt. the entire UniteiS States' -the" ev'ahgel'ical eommiiriToants held t^e 
f'ollofd'hg-■pr’oportio'ns to the inhabitants’duning the sev.erai peniods. 
'IftOO. 1.- i-n 14.?^ 
185Q. 1. in ‘6. F^7-
IftTO. 1. a:n- 5. 78
1880. 1. 5£n 5.

1890'. r in 4.58
This shows that while -Bos.ton gained Jn. proportion to population ia 

evarfgel'i-cal communi’cants/it did not. gain so much 'asthe entire -eoantr.y. 
The saffle; is- true tor’ the ’entire ‘rad’ius. Below ’we been cpippellM 
to ’iSo^ify this-resultk. The. Catholic chur.ch in the .United Spates held' 
'the follp’^j’ing relation to the populationtf

‘18^0. 1 to '14. 37 inhabitants.
1.870^. U tp 8. 38
1880.. 1 to 7. 88- 
1890, 1 to 7, 3

Cogipanihg‘these figures to the. Catholic church i.n Bpston^we-see 
that 'it i’s relnarKabiy strong in- Boston as compared with its position 
in the .United States.

The reason for the apparent slow gain p'f the- Protestant church in 
Bo'st-ontand the sm.al'l number Of Br.otestant communicants as compared to 
the entireicourrtry, is -to be found in the large liberal anci Catholic 
pop.ulation it Cohtain's,. gor example-, subtracting the, liberal members 
.and Catholics-and Je?/s‘ f>p.om the population we find, that there was 
one member for five, and twehty^nine hundnedths .inhabitants in 189Q,.an(l 
one -member for 'fo-ub ahd .nine-tenths in 1900*. This makes .out. a far better 
case for the Brotestant church in ’BoStoit -and shows that it -compares 
favorably with -the entire country, when we consider its ’rel'abiv'ely large 
Catholic anh -liberAl p.opu,iatio.ns.'
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Now when. WQ cdsp'ar© Bos-toh’-s enti-re church popul'ation with.-the . .ChuUCh \ r .r
entiireApopul-ation fpr IRSQ^we fiih'd-Boston hedt one co'Inmunicant .for one 
and eight-te'nths inhabitants^while the ent’ire. country bad’one for two 
and sSven-tenths. This is. also due to its large, .f^pman Catholic ppp- 
ulatioRi Whil-^ Boston had .one ev-angelical church-Eeinber -to .every 
eleven, ahd one-tenth -inhabitantis lin 1A86/New -York bdd one in fourteen' 
hnd tbirty-rhundredtb's. .-New York bad pne O.atb'olic pomrounioant an IBSO 
to -every two and six-tenths'. Bobton bad dne to every two and fiye- 
tenths.

■Op’hf-ining our attbptipn to the y.anio’DS' denoni-inations of the evan­
gelical g^rpup,we- see' that ail have fallen be'hind. the population some 
except the Protestant Episcopal dhurcb,. This has steadily ’a^yanded from 
one member in eighty-four inhabitants in 18.^0 to on'b ih' fiif'ty^tbree in 
,19.CQ.. ^^he gain of this .chur'ch has been ,gven greater.,fpr the entird 
■Ep'dius. The Ohly :bth'er ^dhuhch to show -any appreci-abl& gain .was th^ 
iiethodist Rpi^cppal -which about held its bwn in Bostop a.nd' g’ainpd in 
the- entire radius. The .Congregational .Church seemed tp lose- ground' 
both in Boston and in entire -area. ’The, Baptist Church more 'nearly 
held its own. On- tb.e w'hoTe soiriethiug might .be said 'frpm' these fiigiir'es 
.abdut the tendency of the more ^ritual and oios'e.ly- organiz'ed churches 
td'increase at the expense, of thd. less ^nitual .and independent bodies.- 
No dchbt'this is- .so.-as-a separate in've,s.tigatXQn-would bhow that the 
Bro.testapt Epispopad ’Church has drawn its incre’ase largely from the 
othen .eVangelSjCal bodies)

A brohd of these .figures leads- us to'- conclude that the .evangel­
ical church is not' only hoTdihg its hut 'inorehsing -oh' bhe populat­
ion- with 'steady and hedlthy' progress'.

III.. Church SesAing Capacity,Property valuation.,,Expense^.-and Benev­
olences-.
Whai-.accomodation for worship, do the churches' pr'ovide for the pop­

ulation bf Suffolk--County ? This Lncludes'be^-id'e' Boston, the. Cit^y of 
ehelsea,<and the Town o‘f Revere,havung a population of .835??. The 
following table Sbbi^s th© provisions for each d.enoinination

Table 10. Church Seating Capacity and Edifices of Suffolk Co. 18Q6‘.
-DenoTninations. Edifices. .Cap acity. Bail s'-, Cap abity.^
Advents„,.i.. ..................... . ,.'3 loss 2 200
Baptist........ . .. ...............34 3S7?5. 1 400
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Table No. 10. (continuedk
Denon wat i o'n s. . E d i fi i c‘e£.
Ere,e Will Baptist'.
Roman Catholic...\,-39 
edhgregatiorial. . ..... . ,.3ft
Methodist  .,,.31
Prpsbytepiah.  5 
Protestant- Episcopal.. < .,3^ 

-.40 
“Bi­Colored ilethodist. .... ... . 8 

J^Wi^h  .f>
Others.. . ;. . .■,. . . .'{JO

s.6.a

Capacity. Halls. Cai>aci:ty.
985 —

4’529,0 24 '6539
27436’ 5 15*? 5l

20410 1 4OP
34,50

13920
4S50.
'2700
40*15 2 8^’5-
9;650 8564,* • »

17826.9 66 18503

Suffolk ^Couhty -thus Has one’ church ^or .every ^Jouhteen Hundred in- 
habitant.s^while in t^e entire ’United States then xs‘.provid’ed one church 
for' every Pour hundred hhd thirty-eight inhabitants. 'This means Accord­
ing tq actual seating capacity that in 'Suffolk Cqunty the churches, pan 
acQomodate fbr’t-j^-three -percent of‘ the population whiVe in the entire 
Uhitecl States the churched han seat sixty-^ihe -and six-rtenth.s percqpt 
of the* entire population*. ‘Less churches and'*a-smallQr seating Capacity 
than the rest of the United State's is-Bosten-’-s showing’ on this line.

The iCatho'lic church has .a seating cap^acity of &1829' fqh a memberehip 
or population 185188.. Phur s.erwices.’pn Sunday could 'Apd does amply 
seat this large _numh'er. The Roman C,atholic Church-can Accomo,date eleven 
,'hundredths'of population /Whereas it. can .-accomodate’ but*‘five hundnedths 
in the, Vnite.d States'.

.The'Br;ote3ta,n.t ,churches' on the other' hand h'afl in 1890 144943 seat's-for 
.and actual ’memb'enship of F^8fi60r. Subtracting the Catholic and Jewish 
PCpul-ation -we find that the ErotestAnt Church ih' 1P9O .provided 144943 
seats for 339S69 t^ihabitants. Considering the n-umb'er' of ihhabjtan'ts 
detainp.d at bonie .’it, is. ^‘air to state 'that .ace'omodat'ions for att.end^pe 
on public worship are -ample.

.The. v^iue of qhunch .property in -Bostop and v.icinit.y is shown ih this teble » . J
as lar ae obtained. '
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Table. No, 11.- Boston Church Property.
Denc^ination, Churches and Per Mem-. All Property. ^er Mem.

Sites. 1^'90. 1900.
Cbngregatidnal 2,318, lOQ 300 3,036,000 '263'
Baptist. ........... .. l,502,O0p- .9.5 1,653,500 104
ilethodist.-. . .. . ; l,0R5',000 144 1,397,000 174
Prot.'E^iSc.. 2,U4,17F' 303’ •3,4P3,.641 .321
Presbyterian.,. . . 3gO,OfiO 106
Uhiversalist..•• • * , . ., 396', CQO 332 i,n3,'&“36 649
Unitarian..u;. , . 2j477,.5On 356 3,026,000 320
•Catholic...... . . .'3,2'9S,7pO 18
Other 'Bodies'. .

Total 14,671,3,7'S

Table No. 11. Part IT. Qhurch Valuation!Radius. 1900'.
Denomination, All Property^ per 'mem. ■^:^colusive of Boston^ per rne'm.
'Co ngr egat ion al .. . 4,985,17R 17'3 1,871,-40'0 108'
Bhptist... 105 1,533,900 10'6
Methodist......... . .. 3; 431,000 l-3'& ■l,134.„000 113
Prot.Bpisc.... . . 14, 751,467 199- 1,847,236 101.
Presbyterian.-.
Univ^b'S.alist;., ..4 1,^610,389 45.3 40'6,369 2'56
Unitarian... .^. . 933,300

Thia t-'able combined’ wiih i^he population,shpws. that Boston had in 
■iA90\-9hur.dh ’prpperfcy' amounting to Tw^nty-rsix t^oiians per capita/while 
the entire United Stat.es bad 'chiirch property amounting to but Tdh -fiori^ 
ars and .eighty-fiv^ Cents,per ’capita.. The .Catholic Church holds Twenty- 
tvJo Hundredths- of the whoTe- as .against 'fine-hundred ad Seyenty-rthree 
Tfiousandts of the ’Whole for the ^nti^Te United -States. The •liberal 
churches hold Nineteen Hundredths o'f churph propri-y in Boston as against 
Thirty-f-ive l^houSandths in the United* States; the evangelical>Fif ty-nipe 
Hundredths as against Seyenty-^seven Hu-ndredths.. A compariso.n of each 
separate'denomination'of the evangelical church ehows; Baptist of Bo-ston 
holds ’One Hundred and Two Thousandths as againstOne Hundred and Twenty- 
one’Thousandths in the-Uhited States; Congregationalists Fifteen Hundredths 
for Bpstri,6ne -Hundred and Ninety-three Thousandths for the' United 'States; 
Episcopal for Boston Fourteen Hundredths, as against One Huridr-ed-and Twenty-

Stat.es


One. Thousandths for the ■United States,
The'- q'^aeStion of th.e-..GOst o.f rurin'ing. the churches, of the various denom- 

rnaticns,!^ of interest.- The items’-ihciuded‘urfder the, term expens.es are 
salari^s/churoh .irnproyemen’t-^,cheating,Light.,etc'.ahd as nearly as poSs--^

’ibLe made to indi-ude the sapi'p items 'for each''denom-inatioh. Thi-.S .table also 
includes the benevolences of the Several- denominations. These figures 

.Qover only the year 189.9. The result. n5ay be.-thus tabulated:-

•Table 12'. Boston.
De.n. Xpenaes* 
tJong... 159;m937 
^Bapt., . £?30^..731 
Meth.,.-. -70,745- 
^Ep.is../3.69,^67? 
fresby. 40^011

per mein, 
l'3-.;8

T4'.
.9.

34,-.:*
19..

per Church 'Ber-ev. per ’me/fi. p
8\-35
•4r33'
'3.'48
5.08**

er Church.
8931.
2035
575.

1761
‘404

Av.,2al6y 
3697.

*1480

4846‘ 
:.6688 
8210

11199 
•66b8

96.735 
66.,-843 
18,418 
587.13^^' 
.2,'486

Table, 'lOORadius- qx^jl-of' Boston.
COng. ‘866/060 lb. 4. 4434 ■157/504' 9'^1 3620
Bap.t. 1'69,864 li'. 8, 3'80'4 5'4,966 3. 8 1037.
Meth. 19'0,389 19;. :3967 3i,-4'^6 'll 642 *

■Eplsi,,.. 1417062 9*- ’2866' .57,3^6 4.6** 1434
■Radius, including- B'ost'oh, 1

'Cong. .., ■485,9'97 15. 1- 4580 -854/339' 8.^80 ■2731
iapt.-.-. 3.90,-585 lS,.-9 4541 -131^.809 4'- .. '1416
Meth.. .861,180 15. 3.223. 49790'4 616

5 1
?pis. ..480/689 ■20..* 66.’-83 115‘, 504 1582

* including petrochial beneVoLences. 
excluding parochial beneyo-lencesy

expens.es

