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A BELTIGIOUS. CENSUS OF BOSTON.

Phere ¥s3 a genenal impnession that the.chdcchais. losing graund;
that 1it 15 not keepipg pade with the.gapidly ineressing population.
Dr.Dorchester ;in his Qaﬁeﬁul work upon thé "Broblems of Reliigiaus
Brogress™, has suffitciently proved the falsity of this. assertion,as
it .relates to the entire United States. Herce he shows that Chnistianity
has .gained ;comarkably. But it stil) .rcemaias unsettled,in regard to
particular localiltiies,especiakly.in ldrge centeps of popllation
whether the chuoch has kept page or frallen béhidd the population,

To answer this firom its siabishical side is’ the object of this invests
igabion. We propose to ‘edhfiné aur résearch to Boston and wigin-
ity,covebing « region having a population,within a radius of ten
niles from the State House,of 1,128,704,

Our invesbigation concérns. (1), the progress ‘of ¢hupch drganiz-
ations':duping One hundred yeafs;(2),the priogress of ‘church nembecship
Buning Hifty years; (3),chunch fihances,propsriy valuation,seating
.capacity,.and bensvolepaégs.

"Thneexclasses of :churches have been gfopped for the sake of com-
pabison. These -ace (1),the Byangelical, (2}, the Ljberal,and (3),the
Roman Catholic.

The fiigures ‘here pregented are driawn from Doréhsster's "Sroblems of
Rebidious Progress",fron "THe Udited States Cemsus",for 189Q,and
the. year-books of the vanious denominatiaons. Some denomihatious
st¥ll persist in keeping thejr facts in the dark,sdpe in confusing
fdcbs with Fancigs.

L. Church Orzganigzations.

‘How have .chunch onganizatignsuincrdased in the lLast one hundred
yenbs ? The following table shows the wanious denominatians at
vaniqas intervals duptng the pegjiod.
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Now taking .a.radius of ten miles fronm tﬁe State House ,including
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have been gaining in organizatians in- the UnSv,Hbsth and ¥icinity
Kas been losing.

While Boston .bad one Liberal church to 10938 inhiabitants.in 1899,
there was but one to 19390 in the U.$.,showing Basfon to be still
the liberal center.

fhile the entire U.-S. had ope Tatholic church for 120 inhahitants.
Boston had one for 7470.inhabitants. In regard to the enkire church
organizgbions of Boston as comparéd to the same 'in the U.S.,we find ip
1870, one church o 532 .inkabitants,and in 1880 one chureh to 37§ inhab-
ibents,while Boston had in: 189Q dne' church to 1690 inhabitardtbs.

“‘The .codncbusions ivhich are faibly dpawn from these figures anefthat

Bostan -on fhe whole is not, sor well drganized as the Test of the U.8.;

..-...-—-:_ - ———— h_—.’-‘__ A R —— T'-—"’ .-_. - i

that ;it ig better organmzéd in Fibenal churchgs and about equably

.__._.——.- —.--.-_.J-.-.——. - it o e et o o ot e - - -

drdanxaed in RomanncabhoLlc chunches

__ﬂ—ﬁaﬁriet us compare’ Boston tS New York -as- to church organizahions.
New York bad one chungh.of all depgmiheviony,dn 1RBO,to 2095; in 1870

one to~2543‘ and ‘in 1890, ,one to 2819. This shqvs thax'Bbstdh was' ‘bore

~exteaé1vely organhaéd than New York for .sach of these peniods.

II. ‘Church Kembe®ship.

Now, what is the .recond.of actual growth in domminicants duning the
Yagt Pifty years nBoston and wicinity.? Table Bo.4. shows the follow-
ing:-

Table No, 4. Pbpulation and Comnupitants of Bostoh.

Date. 1850, 1R70, 1RAM, 1890, 1860.
Populaticn...,.. s .,. 183786, 292499 363938  .448477 560992
Qhurch .Jommunicants,
Congrgeationah.. .. ..... 6175 7747, 8561, 10076 11578
Bapbist. vrvv e yinnennn. 5231 7R97 9673 11885 15762
Methodist Episcopal 2495 4818 K307 50R3. 74312
Bpiscopalian. ...:...... 2153 3946 5675 '‘R187 10581
Presbyteriaf............ 80 1096 1461 1536 2054
DURELS e e e e e e eeeannss s e pen. . 454D 5153 /
Unitanians.. .. e e et e e S * 1+ 5 ] 3443*
Udiversgalists........ e T e 1228 1748
*families.



Table No.4. (continted).

.Chunch Cémmunicants.  1850. 1870. 1880, 1890. 1900.
Jéwish. ... e . e t..n, . 30000% 30000*
Romar .Catholic. ... .. .. 180027** 185188  260000%**
Other Bodies........... ‘3813
Total. .o vee e, 244048 358201

*estimated 1897. ¥* for 1885. ***estigated 1897,
The records for the entire radius are .as follows:-
Table No.5. Population and Communiocants of Towal Radius.

Date, 1850, 1870, 1880, 1900,

Population..............:249858 440947  &78RR1 1022384
GChurch. Communicahts,

Congregational........ e 8796 14088 18258 58780
Bapbist.:iu.u...... e 2 727 12278 16905 30123
Methodlst Eplscopal ... 3825, “8400 10589 17381
Epyscogaylan~.k.i.u.,:....avsg 5991 8577 23918
Unclassifled... ... .com i s 3103 500K ‘8887
Univérsalist... . .........¢ 3330
Unitaprian,.......... e e i _§1§§ﬁ
Tobal Evangemlcal 83108 43770 58026 {06926
*families

'This, shows by comUanlng .communjcants of Boston mith popubation for
this penidds ak follows -
Table No.8. Number of ¥nhabitants to.one copmunigany, Boston.

Date. 1850. 1870. 1880. 1890, 1900,

AL) Ewengelical Bodies..T1.1 111 111 10. 85 10.91
Gongregaﬁionalu.,g..,.gfaf 38. 42- a4, 49,
Baptist.. e -....ql. 37. 37. 37. 35.
Eethodmst»Eplbcopal .73, 60. 88. 75, 75..
BEpiscopgabian:. .::n“..R4. 4. 64. 54. 53..
Roman. Cathohlc PR 2.5 2.4 2.1
ALl religious bodles - 1.8 1,8 1/

The sgme for the entire .radius gives bhe folilowing results; -
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Table No:7. No. of Inhabitants to One Communidant .in
Total Radius,évangebical churches.,

Date, 1850, 1870. 1880, 1960-.
All Evangelt}....106.7 10. 8, 9.9 9.8
‘Congregational... . 28. 32. 31. 35.5
Baptist,:y .., ... 34. 36 34 33.9
¥ethodist..,... . RS, 53, 3., 58,
Episcopal........R8. 75. 67. 42.

In the entire United States the” evanhgelical comminicants held the
foblowing proportions to the inhabitants duning the several peviods.
1R800, 1. im 14.5

1850. 1. in '6.R7
876, 1. &n 5.78
ies0. 1. sa 5.

1890. T in 4.R3

This shows that while Boston gained Jin proportion to populatidn in,
svarigelical communicants,it did not. gain so mpch asthe entireg .counbry.
The same is true for the entire radius. Below we have been compelléd
to Wodify this .pvesulf. The Catholic church in the United Spates held
‘the follgwing relation te the populationi=—

' 18KC. 1 to 4,37 inhabitants.
1870, 4 to 8.38
1880. 1 to 7.gf
1790, 1 to 7.3

Coppaning these fiigures tq the. Catholic church in Bgston,we see
that it is rémarxably.étfong in Boston as comparéd with its position
in the United States. ' .

The reason for the apparent slow gain of the Brotestant church in
Boston .and the small nmumbéer of Protestant comnunicants as compared to
thé enbire country,is-to be found in the large liberal and Catholic
population it c¢ontains. For example,subtracting the liberal members
4nd Catholics -and Jevis' from the population we find that there was
oné meémber for five and twehty-ninme hundmedths .inhabitants in 1890, and
one member for -four ahd .nine-ténths in 1970. This makes out, 4 far better
case for the Brotestant church in Bostor and shows that it -compares
favorahly with -the entire country when we consider its relafively large
Catholi¢ and .Libenal populations.
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Now when we comparé Boston's entire church population with. the
enbhreApopulation for 1Rg0,we find -Boston led: one communicant for éne
and sight-tenths inhabitants,while the entire country had - one for two
and séven-tenths. This is also due to its large. Roman Catholic pop-
vlation, Whilé Boston had one evangelical church-member to .every
ekeven and one-tenth inhabitants . in 1880, New York bad one in fourteen
and thirty-hundredths. MNew York had one QatHolic communicant in 1889
to -every two and six-tenths. Boston had ané to every two and five-
tenths. )

Confining our atténtion to the varniovs denominatiohs of the ewan-
gelical group,we see that all have fallen behind the population somé
except the Protesfiant Episcopal Church, This has steadily advanced from
ohe member in eighty-four iphabitants in 1850 ta ome iy Bifty-three in
190Q. The gain of this church has been .gveén greater.for the entird

radids. The ohly :other :churich o show ‘any apprecigble gain .was the

Methodist Rpiscopal which abaut held its dwn in Boston and gained in
the entire radius. The Congregatlonal Chur¢h seemed 10 1ose groand
both in Boston and in eptire -area. “he, Baptist Church more ‘hearly
held its ownh. On the whole something might be said from these fiigures
.abdut the tendenby of the more .pittal and closely organiized churches
té. inorease at the expepse. of thé, Léss itual .and independent bodies:
No doubt this is so.-as a separate iﬁvqatigabianiwoﬁld show thdt the
Brotestant Episgepal .Church has drawn jts increase largely firolr the
other etvangelical bodies:

A broad wiew of these figurés leads- us to' conclude that thé .ewangel-
ical church is not only holding its own but ingbéasimg on the populat-
iom with steady and healthy progress.

TII. Church Seating Gapacity,Broperty valuation,Bxpenses.-and Benev-

clences: .

What .accomodation for worship. do the éhunches prowide for the pop-
ullatioh of Suffolk -County ? This imcludes begide Boston,the City of
Chelsea,and the Town of Revere,havung a population of R3357%7. The
following table shows the provisions for each denomination :-

Table 10. Church Seating Capacity qn& Edifices of Suffolk Co. 1890.

.Denomwinabions. Edifiices. Bapacity. Halls, Capagity.,

fdvents. s e can.... .3 1025 2 200
Baptist.. ., vvne....34 23775 1 4N0
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Table No. 19, (continued),

Denomimations. Edifices. Capacity. Halls. Capacity.
Free Will Bapbist. .......? 985 - --
Roman Catholic....:....,39 45220 o4 8539
Congregational.. .. .......3R 27436 5 1575,
Methodist...... e vie 31 20410 1 400
Presbyteriah. v .uvyee.o. B 3450

Protestant Eplscopdi 38 13920

.3
gnl&ap&anrhmﬁquu.ﬂ...;ﬂD 4550
. ' %% ‘a0 ¥3
Colored ¥ethodist......,.3 2700

Jeuish. i v oo vi i B 40115 2 fp%
Others. ... .ueeweeen ... 20 9650 31 9564
Total 268 178269 6a 18503

Suffolk Coutty ‘thus Has one church for .evéry Fourféen Hundred in-
habitant,wbile in the entire United States ther is provideéd oné church
for ewery Four Hundred and thirty-gight iihdbitdnts. ‘This means accord-
ing bo actual seating cepacity Vhat in Suffolk Cqunty the chunches. can
accomodate forpy-three percent of the population while in the enbire
Unhited. States the churches tan seat sixty-nine and Six-tenths perdent,
of the entire populatiom. Tess chureches and -a smaller seating ¢apacity
than the rest of the United States is. Boston™s showing on this line.

The iCathobic thurch has & seating capagity of 51829 fof a membership
or population of 185188. Four aaf%icesﬁpn Sunday could and dogs amply
seat, his large number. The Romén Catholic Churéh.can accomodate eleven

Ihﬁn&qedths"of populiation,whereas it. can .accomodate’ but -five hundnedths

ih thé United States.

The' Brotestant .churches on the other hand had in 1890 144943 seats for
and actual membésship of FRABN. Subtnacting the Catholic and Jewisk
population we find that thHe Brotestdnt Church ih 1890 prouided 144943
seats for 2328269 inhabitants. Corsideping the number of inmhabjtants
detained at home it is fair to sbaté that ,aceomodations for attendancée
on public worship are -ample.

The. value of church property in Boston and wicinity is shown in thlb

table
ﬁxm%nxﬁy as fiar as obtained. /
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Table, No.11.  Boston Church Property.

Déncpination.  Churches and Per Mew. All Property. Ber Mer.
Sites. IR90. 1900.

Congregatidnal .- 2, 318, 100 200 3,036,000 2682
Baptist. ........ 1,502,000 95 1,653,500 104
Methodist...... . 1,085,000 144 1,297,000 174
Prot.Episc. 2,144, 178 202 3,403,641 321
Presbyterian,... 220,000 106

Universelist, ..... 396,000 322 1,133,520 649
Unitarian..s....2;477,500 256 3,036,000 320
Latholic........ .3,296, 700 1R

Other Bodies....1.879,500
Total 14,691, 7%

Table No.11.Par¢ II. Church Valuation,Radius.1900.

Denoémihation, A1l Propérty, per mem. -Fxclusivé of Boston: per mem.
Ceongregational. .. 4,985, 178 173 1,871,470 108’
Baptist.....,.... %, 186,400 10% 1,532,900 106
Methodist........ 2,431,000 139 1,134,000 113
Prot.Bpisc...,...4,751,467 199. 1,347,826 101.
Presbyterian.......

Universalist. . ... 1,510,339 453 408, 369 256
Upitariaen........3,969,200 932, 300

This table combingd with the population,shows that Boston had in
1890 ,chur¢h property amounting to Twenty-si% Dollanms per capita,while
the entire United States had church property amountifig to but Teén Joll-
ars and eighty-five Cents,per capita. The Catholic Ghurch holds Twenty-
two Hundredths: of the whole as against Bne-hundred ad Seyenty-three
Thousandts of the whole for the entire United States. The Liberal
charchés 'hold Nineteen Hundredths of church propriy in Boston as dgainst
Thirty—fiwe Thousandths in the United’étatqs;the evangelical,Fifty-nipe
Bundredths as against Seventy-seven Hundredths. A comparison of weach
separate’ denomination of the evangelical church shows;Baptist of Boston

‘holds 'One Hundred and Two Thousandtlis as againstOne Bundred and Tventy-

one Thousarddths in the- United States;Congregationalists Fifteen Hundredths
for Bgostn,One -Hundred and Ninety-threé Thousandths for the United States;
Episcopal for Boston Foufteen,Huﬁdredtﬁs,as agaipst One Hundred -and Twenty-
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One. Thousandths for the United States.

The' question of the .eost of rudping the churches of the various denom-
inations,is of interest: The itehs tincluded ‘urder the term expenses are
salaries,church improvements,ieating,light,étc. and are as nearly as poss-
ible made to inélude the sape itéms for éach denominatign. This table also
includes the benevolenges of the several denomimations. Thesg figures

cover only the year 1899. The résult. day be,xhus tabulated: -

Table 12: Boston.
Dem. Xpénses per menm, per Church ‘Bepev. pér mefi. per Church. Av.Salty

Cong...159,937  13.8 4846° 96,735  6.35 2931. 2697.
Bapt.,. 290,731  '14. #6688 66,843 4283 2025
Meth.,.. 70,745 9. 2210 18,418  2.48 575, 1480
Bpis. ..2369,867 345 11199 58,128  5.02%* 1761
Presby. 40,011 19.. 8668 2,426 4,12 404

Tablé 1%.Radius exgl.of Boston.

Cong. 266,060 15. 4 4434 157,504 91 2630
Bapt. 169,R84 1.8 3204 54,968 3.8 1087
Beth. 190,389  19: 3967 31,486  F.1 642
Epis;.. 111,062 9* DORA 57,396 4. /RE 1434
Radius Including Boston,
‘Cong. .., 425,997 15, 1 4580 254,239  8.80 2731
Bapt..... 390,585 12..9 4541 121,809 4 14186
Meth...261,120  15. 3223 49,904  2.'ev 616
Epis.., 480;629 20..% 85.83 115,504 4.R3,, 1582

* including parachial benevolences.
*¥. excluding parochial benevolences:
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