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A THESIS.

- HIGHER CRITICiaJ—A DIVINE INSTRUMENT.

REEMT E. LUBBERS.TT.r-r- -i i ■ *---- 1-
( B/hZ-SATj' ■March"? ’ll;)



HI®ER CRITICISM. A BIVINS INSTR’ESNT. •r
Th© end of the universe is a moral end. All things have 

been made subservient to this and lend their edd in bringing 
to pass the crystallization of this exalted Conception of 

. the Almighty. The earth and all therein; the heavens and all «their glory, and man .and the angelic hosts fulfill their 
mission only in so far as they are instrumental in bringing 
to a successful culmination this most sublime purpose yhicb 
can only find its complete realization in the establishment - " of a Kingdom of Righteousness.

In his divine economy Ood'has seen fit to make the ex­
istence and progress of this kingdom dependent upon, human 
agepcies and volitions and its success contingqnt upon the 
incarnation of its pripcipleb by thepi. In' the abstract -tfefc 
cannot exist, therefore great have been the fluctuations-, 
the ebb and the flow of its life upon earth. At times it 
seemed as if only a feeble spark of vitality remai^^sand that 
the fierce blasts of skepticism and unbelief would extinguish 
it, but th0%lrai^ty cherished and preserved it^that it 
might live and flourish. And wonderful has been the progress 
of this kingdom in spite of the- weak and imperfect agencies 
upon which depended its perpetuation^ for the Mi^ty One of 
Israel was its sponsor and the Hosts of HeaVen its guardians.

Thd ultimate success of this kingdom is-of great concern 
to him whoso handiwork it is. Therefore many and various
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have been the means employed to further its progress. The 
righteous and the unrighteous, the animate and the inanimate 
have at his summons become servants to give impetus to its 
successful culmination. Thus Pharaoh, though a servant of 
darkness involuntarily aided in its development . And Assyria 
godless nation though she was, served as a disciplinarian 
to make the Children of Israel fit citizens of this kingdom. 
So also in later centuries Martin Luther became an instirument 
in the, hands of the Infinite td free the church from the 
thraldom of ecclesiastical authority ; the Civil war, the 
means to efemcipate a million souls from f^ysical bondage/ 
and j^ilosophy the battering ram to demolish the bulwarks 
of Naturalism and Scepticism. Weak and imperfect as were these 
instru^nts; in the hands of the Master- mechanic they 
efficient means for the upbuilding of the Kingdom of Right- 
eousness.

As in the pashjSO in the present^ God is keeping 
watch over his own^ and is employing many and varied means 
for the carrying out of his purposes. What these means are 
ds often a matter of conjecture. In general, it may be said^ 
that whatever is conducive to^spiritual welfare constitutes 
a force for ri^teousnes^d a divine instrument for the es­
tablishment of the spiritual world. Thus oftimes sorrow^ 
and joy, adversity and prosperity, health and sicknes^d
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and anathematize ‘Higher Criticism, a' factor which though 
often despisedj abused and bitterly censured has become in 
this age of science and reason one of the most efficient 
instrui^ents in the hands of the Almighty for the uplift and 
advancement of his kingdom. To be sure , such a position , in 
some quarters raises a storm of protest ; for to many an 
endorsement of Higher Criticism seems utterly unwarrantable 
if not sacreligious. And. certainly it would be absurd and un­
reasonable to ask anyone to give assent to its principles 
unless a prepond^t^oe of evidence co/be adduced in i£s , 
favor. Such evidence we contend is abundantly at hand and in 
this paper we shall marshall the same to establish opr'premise 
that Higher Criticism is a powerful instrument in the, hands 
of God for the establishment and development of the Kingdom 
of Righteousness.

To constitue such an instruemnt a factor must be judged 
by the effects it produces and the consequences which musit 
follow if its purposes are fully realized. How if Higher 
Criticism as applied to the §ible emancipates souls from the 
bondage of doubt, removes from their pathv/ay stumbling- 
blocks , leads iqen to anphasize the spiritual verities of 
the ^^^res and calls them to a life of the^pirit, then 
it must be classed as a chosen instn^it in the hands of the 
Most High. On the other han^, if it fills the hearts of
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men with permanent doubt, causes them^stumble, shipwrecks 
their faith and makes them unbelievers then it stands con­
demned and should be disparaged.

In order that our examination may proceed logically weIfirst consider what Higher Criticism Represents and what it
. %seeks to accomplish. With not a fow it is merely a terra of * reproach and abuse, with some • Higher Criticism" stands 

for any opinion on biblical matters differing from their 
own and. with others it signifies a virtual attack upon the 
Bible and constitutes a synonym for the works of the Evil One « 
and his agents.

With scholars, generally however , it has become a potent 
factor in biblical study because it represents honest intel­
ligence and a sincere purpose to find and state the truth- 

,In its strictest sense it is a technical term used to describe 
the study of some" Higher" or more important subjects con­
nected with, the Bible. It is " Higher’ as contrasted with 
" Lower" or " Textual Criticism" which deals with the exact 
wording of the books. It is best limited to literary crit­
icism following Dr. Brigg’s definition in his little book en­
titled ■ Study of the Scriptures^ page- 24, according to v±iich 
the Hi^or Criticism of a book or any part of a book deter­
mines the "origin and authorship, the original readers, the 
design and character of the composition and the relation bo
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to other documents of its group.” The methods followed by the 
leading Higher critics of the day, viz: Oeprge Adams Smith, 
Lriv’er, Marti, Huhl^ and Duhm« substantiate Dr. Brigg's con­
ception of Biblical and Higher Criticism as 'quoted above.

In a word, Higher Criticism strives to know everything 
that can be known concerning the books of the Bible. It a^s 
by whom, for whom, when , where and under what- circumstances 
and for what purpose a certain book was written. Its aim is 
constructive in character. A ,-part of its workjit is true is not 
directly so, but nevertheless it is indirectly constructiye 
in character. It clears away obstructions and breaks the ground 
so as to make possible a correct interpretation of the text. 
It aims to put us in possession of the mind of the men who 
wrote the Biblejand having accomplished thisjindicates to us 
where the emphasis in the study of the Scriptures should be 
placed,and Suggests the methodjvhereby the Bible can be t'est 
made tq servp for the inspiration and' edification of men.

It is not to be denied that in some quarters the influence 
of Higher Criticism is unwholesome. Oftimes Critics are 
harrow, b^ted, censorious, hypercritical and unscholarly 
and themselves in philological detail and literary acumen. 
Words are split, phrases and documents are dissected as minute­
ly as the scholastics used to split hairs in dialoctics. Ab­
surd hypotheses are advanced and preposterous theories^ex- 
ploited. Some critics possessed by an insanadesire to show
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their prowess,.violate every known law of Harmenoutics and 
Exegotics andjflagrantly transgress the ordinary laws of 
Conimon Sense in order to substantiate their conclusions.
I^ssages are pronounced unauthentic^or interpolationsjupon 
evidence which fails utterly to warrant such a judgment and 
interpretations are made which are so wierd and phantastical 
that they collapse by the weight of their own absurdity. Such 
proce^^jwhile it does little direct harm should be disparaged^ 
for it prejudices the cause of Higher Criticism.

Such however sh^id not be the case^for in every movement 
importance fanatics and extremists have shown their 
calumny has been heaped upon labor unions, the 
causa, the ministry and the courts of the United

reasoning Higher Criticism should not be 
fev/ of its self- appointed representatives 

are extremists . Radical critics no doubt there will e^er be 
and presumptuous ones, but their influence is small in com-*

tempo rance
States because of the radical procedure and unjustifiable' 
statements of a fevz of the members connected with than. The 
unsophisticated at once become prejudiced against these causes 
but no intelligent man; because of the unwarranted words or 
deed^f a fevz-^^rthy representatives^ depreciates the insti­
tutions so* unfortunate as to hold them in membership; but 
rather condemns those acting contrary to its principles and 
the canon^f Common Sense .

By a parity of 
condemned because a



parison with that of the great number of scholarly, conservative 
and consecrated critics which e^^press in the broadest sense 
the principles of Higher Criticism.

So also this factor should not be maligned and disparaged 
because the enemies of the Sacred Record have used its prin­
ciples in attempts to bring about its destruction.lt is 'true> 
Thomas Paine in his ■ Ago of Reason" used these principles to 
prove that the Bible cannot be the oracle of God; Agnostics 
have employed them to bring Atheism to the fore and Skeptics 
have taken great delight in confounding Christians with this 
two-edged sword. Further^ it is not to be denied that unbe­
lievers have sought to make a nefarious use of HighQi* Crit­
icism. But what bulwark of Christianity; what instruments 
employed for the advancement of the spiritual kingdom have not 
been made to serve the purposes of the Evil One? Even the 
Scriptures themseVes have been forced into the service of 
Satanjfor oftimes in the words of the immortal Shakespere, 
" The devil cites Scripture to suit his purpose." Do we 
therefore malign and depreciate the Bible? Certainly not. Then 
the fact that Higher Criticism has at times fallen into evil 
hands should not militate against it. To be deplored are the 
hasty jud^ents and negative attitude of those who are entire­
ly ignorant of its principles, purposes and results. Such 
procedure is unscholarly and inequitable.

destruction.lt
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Having now considered what Hi^er Criticism represents 

and rid ourselves of some of our predispositions against it, 
we proceed to consider vzhether it has proven a benefit or a 
detriment to spiritual growth. Is its influence for good or 
for evil? Has it lead men to a clearer conception of the ti^iths 
of the Bible and a better understanding of the mind of the 
Spirit or no? In order to arrive at a correct conclusion in 
regard to theseTxjints it is necessary to consider briefly the 
cease or the causes which gave impetus to Higher Criticism.

Not many centuries ago men vzere shackled by superstition 
and held in the grasp of civil and spiritual authority . Self­
initiative and spontaneity were stifled and civil and eccle­
siastical control were absolute. Suddenly there was an awak­
ening. The spirit of inquiry and liberty animated the minds 
of men; fetters and shackles were cast off; theological dogmas 
wero'^^S^^jl^f;a;id civil and ecclesiastical authority were 
repudiated. Investigations were started on every hand and free­
dom of thought and reason reigned supreme. Science was given 
full sway and asserted its right to challenge every belief to 
justify itself by scientific methods. Philosophy was given a 
franchis^o penetrate anew the mysteries of mind, thought and 
matter and to reinterpretijtj» ail phenomena. So also history/ 
following the adjurations pf science) changed its course and 
mod's of procedure and redoubled its energy to get at the truth.
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Today^in every department of learning ths scientific spirit 
is making itself felt. Old methods are being examined in the 
light of new eventSjat the instance of the all- dominating 
critical spirit. The deepest con^ctions and the most cher­
ished faiths are thrown into tho molting pot of criticism 
and submitted to the most sejnaching tests,reason and science 
can apply. Sven theAible^that, most sacred of all books , 
against the vehement protests of many devout v/orshippers 
is submitted' because of the seeming contradictions and in - 
consistencies found there, to the most searching critical 
examination possible. And what is the result? It is found that 
in the Old Testament irreconciablo discrepancies exist, in- 
dubitiabl© inconsistencies abound and various narratives flatly 
contradict each other; while unheard-of atrocities are condoned 
by the Scriptures and pitiless tempers and ungodly customs 
are exploited as agrwable to the will of Sod. Thus for in-

A. t Astance it is discovered that thetj^le asserts that Jehdsa- 
phat both did and did not remove the High Places. (2 Chr. 17-6; 
20-33) that the children of Korah both perished and did not 
perish in the divine chastisement ’^hich overtook tho rebels, 
f Numbers 16- 32; 26-2) So also it is found that varying’ 
accounts are presented in Stouel and Chronicles of David’s re­
lation with Arananah and Oman., In 2 'Sanj- 24-Wpavid pays him 
50 Shekels of silver; in I Chr. 21-25 he gives him6^0 Shekels



II.
of gold. Nuniborloss other oxainplos are found which point to 
the fact that as a compendium of facts and history the ftible 
is untrustworthy.

The critic if he be a skeptic is elated and rejoices at 
his find and proclaims to the world that Christianity is 
shipwrecked because the Holy Scriptures which form its corner­
stone are full of discrepancies, .-ilM^nsistencies and postulates 
GontVary to reason eind science. Christians of a weak faith 
become alarmed and confused, perplexed and involved in doubt, 
while unbelievers generally are filled with delight. On the 
other hand many Christian apologists arise and hurl invectives 
against sciencOjand those who submitted the ^ible to inves­
tigation and dogmatically assert that the Scriptures are the 
verbal revelations of the Almi^ty » the foundation of the 
Christian faith ; the infallible Word of God and tjweforo 
^pan contain no inconsistencies , no discrepancies and no ut­
terances contrary to read er the will of the Most Hi^. 
Anything vfaich appears sojis simply an illusion and will be 
explained away when all the data once cornea to hand. Devout 
Christians who stand for intellectual honesty are forced to 
admit that many discrepancies exist in the Bible .1l!|S|^egin 
to doubt and question their faithjvfoile scientists dismayed 
by. the supposed broach found existing between faith and reason 
turn away from Christianity. Thus the- pible which was ^intended
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as an aid to spiritual edification and inspiration becom&s 
a veritable stumbling block to Christians and an object of 
scorn and ridicule to sceptics.

What is to be done under those .conditions? What is the 
best solution for this problem? To attempt to ignore the re­
sults attained by scientific and critical investigation 
is unscholarly and preposterous and in this enlightened age 
serves only to throw, discredit upon the cause of Christianity. 
But on the other hand to accept at their face value the de­
ductions of the critics in regard to the Scriptures seems to 
yield too much to their jurisdiction. What then shall the 
faithful believer do and in what spirit shall he meet the re- 
suits and investigations of scientific inquiry?

Higher Critics at this point come to the rescue and de­
clare: The best‘«^put of the difficulty is to be honest in 
the natter and face the facts-' We must admit that inconsist­
encies exist and discrepancies and imperfections abound in 
the Bible. Many verses are out of their context, some passages 
are without doubt interpolations and some conceptions of the 
Almighty very crude and priinitive. The BibleWs not infallible 
and was, never meant to be. It is simply the veMcle used by 
the Almighty to bear spiritual revelations to men. For centuries 
men have taken the wrong attitude toward the Bible. They have 
in many instances.pinned their faith to its lettOr«and not its
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spirit. Its pirpose and aim has bean entirely misconceived. 
It has beeijimagined^ its purpose is to set forth a correct 
chronicle or forecast of history, Hebrew. Christian or Cosmic 
and Jias come to be considered a compendium of facts concerning 
Jewish history. Its real aim^ namely, the setting forth of 
spiritual truths has been lost si^t of altogether. The fact 
that the Bible is a homiletical biography,compiled not on 
Critical but evangelical groMsjthey fail to give cognition 
and the trutl^ (nade evident by the Scriptures that those who 
wrote^the SadVed Word were too much absorbed in writing the 
Gospel to give e.-nphasis to what they deemed a short- lived 
world, thby seem not to realise. Their duty it was to express 
in their own peculiar style and terminology , eternal truths 
good for all ages. They used’ history as a .setting to illus­
trate these verities and their main purpose was to edify, pot

. to write history. They took similar from life, metaphors from ' 
poetry and examples from experience and employed them as agents 

, to fcring home to the hearts of .TiQr.jspiritual truths and veri­
ties. They clothed -dllyfi, beyejatidns' of the spirit with the 

^imperfect mteriai ^t disposition and mde the language, 
the barbarous customs «jiaj.the crude conceptions of their agej 
the instruments to convey to the hearts of men the mind of 
tlie spirit.

But althou^ imperfect were these vehicles, perfect ks
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the truth they bore. Therefore^emphasis is to be placed upon 
the truths transmitted and not upon the means used to transmit 
it. Men in a different age would no doubt have used different 
and perhaps more perfect menas. In a scientific age like thi^ 
men wouldj perhaps have expressed the mind of the spirit in 
more accurate terms and terminology^and with greater precision^' 
but it is doubtful if the truths of the spiritual kingdom 
could be more vividly expressed and brought home to the hearts 
of men. ThiSjafter al^ is the purpose of the Scriptures. And 
certainly this aim has been realized most gloriously. Perhaps 
in the wise economy of the Infinitejinconsistencies and dis­
crepancies were allowed to creep into the’^rfritten Word to call 
attention to the fact that the Scriptures are meant to be in­
terpreted , not literally, but spiritually; to keep alive the 
truthjthat the purpose of the fiible is to be a bearer of 
spiritual truths, comfort and inspiration and not a text-book 
»of scientific and historical facts. In- a wordjattention is to be 
directed to the spirit of the Scriptures and not its letter. 
The very difficulties encountered in attempting to interpret 
the Scriptures literally bears witness to this fact. Therefore^ 
emi^iasis should be placed upon the spiritual verities set 
forth in the Scriptures and not upon the means used to present 
them.

This view has in its favor a preponderance of evide^lce
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vdiich argues eloquently for its rationality and validity. In 
the first placo^the fact that Christ and his disciples con­
stantly used the Bible as a means of grace and edification 
and not as a manual of history is significant^for it makes ev­
ident the factjthat they placed emphasisjnot upon the letterj 
but upon the spirit of the Holy Record. Again and again we 
find them wresting passages from their original context and 
giving them meanings not at all intended by their authors and 
oftimes they were so zealous to express and illustrate the 
divine truths revealed to them^that they misquoted passages 
and forced them to become amenable to their purpose regardless 
of accuracy or exegetical rules. For instance John 13- 18 wo 
find Jesus reported as quoting Psalm 41-9 which reads in part
■ Who did eat of my bread lifted up his heel against me" thus
■ He that eateth my bread lifted up his heel against me. ■ and 
Psalm 35-19 which reads® Neither let them wink with the eye 
that hate me without cause® he quotes John 15-25* They hated 
me without cause.® In the latter case we find both a misquo­
tation and a forced interpretation. Some of these misquotations 
are trivia^ but nevertheless are misquotations,* and serve
well to illustrate our point. Paul is guilty of the same 
negligence. For example^the number of those who perished as a 
result of idolatrous connection "of Israel with Moab is given 
in Numbers 35-9 as 24000; Paul puts it at 2300 ( I Cor. 10-8).
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Then a^in in his interpretation of the Old Testament he forces 
the meaning of passages so as to make them amenable to the 
pirposG in hand, namel’^^o il lust fate a great spiritual truth. 
He supports' his argumont that the minister of the Gospel deserves 
to be supported by those to vhom he ministers by a quotation 
from the law" It is written in the law of Moses’ Thou shalt n6t 
Muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the com." This quotation 
is an admirable illustration of the jK>int he is enforcing 
but certainly his statement • Is it for oxen that God careth » zor saith he it altogether for our sake? Yea, for our sake it 
was written' is a distortion of facts, for the law Paul quQtes 
was clearly for ths benefit of oxen and not men. The above 
examples serve tb emphasize the facf that Christ and Paul regard­
ed the Holy to be interpreted not literally but spir-

Certainlyjif’ they had believed in, a literal interpre­
tation they would never have been guilty of using Scriptual 
passages as Id^^ly as they did. Many more instances might 
be cited , illustrating the fact that Jesus and the New Test­
ament writers placed the emphasis upon the Bible as a means 
of grace and edification and not a compendium of history 
or literal statement of fact,, but enough have-been cited to 
substantiate our point.

This attitude of Jesus and the New Testament writers toward 
the Scriptures is a very strong point in favor of the principle 
advocated by Hig’ier Criticism. Sanctioned by such high author-



17.
ity the cont6ntionjthat emphasis should bo placed upon the 
spiritual truths tau^t by the ®iblical narratives receives 
a warrant such as men of today cannot give it. There is how­
ever another warrant for this view which should not be lost 
si^t of, namely, the beneficial results it has achieved for 
those who have adopted it. True it may be that for many the 
transition from a literal to a spiritual interpretation of the 
Bible is a period of great doubt and aftxietyjbut we do not 
think the foundations of the faith of any sincere iworshipper 
will be injured permanently during this process *, for the rela­
tion of a soul to God is dependent not upon a written word 
or group of precepts but upon its attitude towards the^i|^- 
mi^ty. Evangelical fervor and missionary seal in individual 
worshippers may receive a temporary check during this period 
of transitionj.but only to burst forth into new ardor and enthu­
siasm after the birth of the newer and subliraer conception of 
the Bible. This is evidenced by the missionary seal of many 
who are actively identified with t^e critical movement, for in 
the placing of the emphasis upon the spirit of the Bible rather 
than its letter a great burden rolls at once from the shoulders 
of the Christian. The Scriptures appear to him in a new li^t, 
and is more precious to him than ever*. Many difficult and in­
soluble problems vanish at ojice and much difficult, and rather 
unsatisfactory apologetical work is obviated. No longer is the
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is the Christian apologist required to concern himself with the 
question as to whether or not Moses wrote the whole of the 
Pentateuch, or whether Isaiah was the author of all our present 
book of Isaiah and idiether Danial 'comjKised the book of Daniel, 
No matter who wrote them they convey to us vital spiritual 
truths, which we know are true because they find a repgonse 
in our hearts and consciousness.

Then agaiujthe fatal difficulties arising out of the 
popular error that Christianity stands or falls with tho verbal 
inspiration of tho Bible obviated and no one need experience 
a shipwreck faith because perchance one passage states 
that 24000 Hebrews were killed in a given battle and Another 
that only 23000 fell. Such an inaccuracy does not now alarm us^ 
for we know that the.-Biblical narratives had for their purpose 
not the recording of story but the inculcating of important 
spiritual truths.

Further, in placing the main emphasis upon a spirttng.l 
interpretation pf' the Bible the conflict between religion and 
science is at once terminated. The former is obviated the ne* 
cessity of defending the Bible as an infallible textbook of 
scientific fact and therefore can bid science God*speed when it 
advocates theories both astronomical and scienbificj which 
contradict those of Holy Writ qnd the latter is emanicipated 
from <the perplexities in which the. seeming conflict of faith and 
reason precipitated hin^d acknowl edge the ^ov-
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ereignity of the great truths of the spiritual world as ex­
perienced in the heartland recorded in the Bible. Thus reconciled 
Religion and Science work hand in hand ; a glowing tribute to the 
beneficial results of the principles of Higher Criticism.

Besidasj these principles have brought about a radical 
revolution in the methods used in the interpretation of the 
Scriptures. No longer do scholars take isolated texts and 
attempt to give an exegesis of them. The people to whom and 
for whom the various narratives were written; the occasion of 
the writing and the object in view are carefully studied before 
an exegesis is attempted. Thus many vzierd and phantastical 
interpretations are squelched and many an extravagance in belief 
and doctrine is seV right. Contradictory or qualifying texts are 
often explained and cease to be stumbling blocks.

Moreover, the exegesis of the Bible through the impetus of 
Hi^or Criticism has made a great advancejby the placing of the 
emiiiasis not only, upon the ethical and religious revelations of 
the Bible,but also upon their progress!^ and historical char­
acter. The various books of the Scriptures thus become the rep­
resentatives of the various ages and express in the thought and 
terminology of their age^ the mind of the spirit as revealed to 
them. Very crude were the cdnceptions of the early Christians 
in regard to spiritual things*and therefore their customs and 

(
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morals were lovz in the scale. Gradually, however men became 
capable of realising in a fuller measure the will of the 
Almighty . With enlightenment,came higher morals and today men 
find themselves standing in the full light of the gospel of the 
twentieth century. Such developnent forbids men of today 
appealing to the practices of the early patriarchs for a jus­
tification of their evil works and lax morals. Twentieth 
century sceptics cannot cite the practices and customs of the 
unenlightened Christians of the earliest ages to prove the inrnoi^ 
ality of the ®ible. Thus many passages in the Old Testament, 
which have given Christians difficulty and Sceptics delight 
are made to appear in their true light and present no further 
difficulties.

Further , this view emphasizes the factjthat the mind of 
the spirit can be known only through the minds of men viiom the 
spirit has chosenjond that the progress of the Kingdom of God 
depends upon the activity of human agencies. They must contribute 
their share towards its developnent and are to receive their 
inspiration not from the Scriptures^ but from Godj direct. TruSj 
the Scriptures aid in calling men’s religious consciousness into 
activity^but the spirit of the Almighty must speak tomen^if &ey 
afp to be inspired. Thus men are lead to listen for the voice 
of God and to seek earnestly ..to know the mind of the Spirit and 
hot to depend upon a medium like the Scriptures for the4r in-
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primary inspiration;but to use this as a means to get into 
the right attitude^ so the Almighty can commune with them. Thus new 
revelations become a fact and further proj^etical activity 
becomes possible. Indeedjevery devout believer becomes a prophet 
and seeks to express in the terminology of the twentieth cen­
tury the revelations made by the spirit to his own cansciou- 
ness. Thus the religious consciousness of men becomes primal 
and the final arbiter of spiritual truths and revelations. 6f a 
truth^men feel in their inmost soul the thrill of such precepts 
as the golden rule, the commandment of love, the aspiration after 
the perfect;which lifts the sermon on the mount high above the 
region of criticism into that of inspiration; but he believes 
they are eternal verities sent from God, not because they form 
a part of the Sacred Recordjbut because theyinstant re­
sponse in his soul and are attested to by his consciousness.

Therefore^ the believer feels no alarm or anxiety when the 
authenticity of the Bible as transmitted to us is impugned^for 
he knows that the Gospe^.^was an experienced fact; a free and 
living vzordj long before it became a fixed and written word; that 
the measure of its authority is proven day by day in the tenns 
of experiencOj and that even if the Written Word were destroyed 
its truths would still be found written in the hearts of men.

Moreoverj it should not be forgotten that Higher Criticism 
has substantiated in the raaii^the incidents and episodes recorded 
and used as examples and illustrations of the eternal verities
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presented. The minor prophets have been rescued and many ob­
scure and dubious texts have, by a rearrangement of material 
become luminous and the bearers of * good tidings. • In fact/ the 
message bearing capacity of the Scripture today is greater than 
at any other period^since the age of these who first wrote it; 
and the truths it attempts to portray stand out more clearly 
and with a radiance, brilliantyas never before.

pesideSjHigher Criticism calls attention to the fact that 
such external expressions of religious truths as .ace found in the 
Scriptures are necessary for man’s edification^but are intended 
to serve toerely as a scaffolding for the rearing of a faith vhich 
rests upon internal evidence and haS its roots in man’s inmost 
soul. It points out, that for the'faith of the developing maiij 
there must be developing evidence. Such evidence it contends 
can only be found in an internal warrant of God’s Love and 
Power. External evidence may be called into doubt but the evi- 
^dence of man’s consciousness, never. Thus Higher Criticism is 
instrumental in leading men to root their faith in evidence; 
whose value is neither impugned by the progress of the centuries 
nor abridged through the alchemy of the years. This fact a Jone, 
is proof positive that Higher Criticism is a divine instrument.

Pinally^a most conclusive argument in favor of the prin­
ciples and views presented by this factor^ is the peace that 
* passeth all understanding" which comes upon the intellects and
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spirits of those who have accepted them and made them their 
own. The petty doubts and dubious misgivings concerning things 
spiritual,which formerly assailed them^no longer trouble their 
hearts . They are able to answer satisfactorily their critics 
and the assailants of the Sacred Word, and of giving a rational 

for the faith which animates their souls. Their reason is 
satisfied and their faith is finn. They feel their feet have 
been placed upon a rock and are de^i^du^ of bearing the " good- Vtidings* abroad. And certainly* the fact that there are many in 
not a few churches and universities over v^om the discipline of 
Sigh er Criticism has passed as a freshness of power; who are 
neither confused nor drifting, but stand four-square to all the 
adverse winds that blow, argues eloquently for the contention 
that this factor is a divine instrumentjand not a dreaded ap­
parition', but a.mefas for the emancipation of men from doubt 
and Uncertainty and a factor to bring them into vital relation 
with the faith of the lathers by giving new life to old texts 
and passages, surcharging th^ncient prophecies with new mean­
ing and once more making the laws, psalms, prophecies and evan­
gels of the Bible* live as they fell, alive and warm, part of 
human life and of the landscape and of the cheerful day.*


