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HIGHER CRITICISM. A DIVINE INSTRUMENT.
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The end of the universe is a moral end. All things have
been made subservient to this and lend their aid in bringing
to pass the crystallization of this exalted c¢onception of
the Almighty. The earth and all therein; the heavens and all
their glory, and man .and the angslic hosts fulfill their
migsion only in so far as they are instrumental in bringing
to a successful culmination this most su?lime purpose ‘which:
can only find its complete realization i; the establishment
of a Kingdom of Righteousness. h "

In his divine economy @od has seen fit to make the ex-
istence and progress of this kingdom dependent upon human
agencies and volitions and its success contingent upon the
incarnation of its principles by them. In the abstract tddr
cannot exist, therefore great have besn the fluctuations,
the ebb and the flow of its life upon earth. At times it
seemed as if only a feeble spark of vitality remaigﬁgﬁand that
the fierce blasts of skepticism and unbelief would extinguish
it, but theﬂigmighty cherished and preserved it,that it
might live and flourish. And wonderful has been the progrsss
of this kingdorm 'in spite of the weak énd imperfect agencies
upon which depended its perpetuation, for the Mighty One of
Israel was its sponser and the Hosts of Heaven its guardians.

The ultimate success of this kingdom is. of great cgncern
to him whose handiwork it is. Thersfore many ard various
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have bsen the means smployed to further its progress. The
righteous and the unrighteous, the animate and the inanimate
have at his summons become servants to give impetus to its
successful culmination. Thus Pharaoh, though a servant of
darkness involuntarily aided in its development . And Assyria
godless nation though she was, served as a disciplinarian
to make the ¢hildren of Israel fit citizens of this kingdom.
So also in later centuries Martin Luther became an instrument
in the hands of the Infinite to free the church from the
thraldom of ecclesiastical authority ; the Civil war, the
means to eaﬁ;n\xcipate a million souls from physical bondage,
and philosophy the battering ram to demolish the bulwarks
of Naturalism and Scepticism. Weak and imperfect as were these
instrufents; in the hands of the Master- mechanic they be-ge
efficient means for the upbuilding of the Kingdom of Right-
sousness. |

As in the past,so in the present, God is keeping
watch over hig own,and is gmpld{_\_ving many and varied means
for the carrying out of his purposes. What these means are
ris often a matter of conjecture. In general, it may be said,
that whatever is conducive to-+spiritual welfare constitutes
a force for righteousnes%and a divine instrument for the es-
tablishment of the spiritual world. Thus oftimes sorrow (
and joy, adversity and prosperity, health and sicknes%and
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friend and foe 1lend themselves admirably to the development
and consummation of the purposes of the Almighty. So also many
factors wﬁoae importance and value men at first did not
recognize , forcss which they deemed inappgﬁate for such an
exalted ministry became in his hands the means for the gc-
complishment of much good in the spiritual realm. History
again and again exemplifies this fact. For sxample, when in
1792 William Cary incorporated g society for the propagation
of the gospel among the Heathen , the church as a whole wag
indifferent if not hostile to the project. It was ridiculed
as fool-hardy and declared impracticable. Today the migsionary
movement stands as one of the most efficient implements in
éod's hands for the upbuilding of his kingdom. Less than a
century ago men scoffed at Hora®e Bushnell when he advocated
the christian nurture of children. At present it is consid-
ered one of the most potent forces for righteousness. Thus
illustration after illustration might be cited to prove that
oftimes the instruments used by the Infinite to give impstus
to the spiritual kingdom have been despised and denounced. There-
fore it behooves us to consider well befors we pass adverse
Jjudgment upon factors.which are set forth by men,as factors
for the upbuilding of the kingdom of @od.

However, many devout christians as we]ll as others, fail
to do this and commit a great srror when they denounce and’
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4.
and anathematize Higher Oriticism, a factor which though
often despised,abused and bitterly censured has become in
this age of science and reason one of the most efficient
instrugients in the hands of the Almighty for the uplift and
advancemerit of his kingdom. To be sure , such a position , in
some quarters raises a storm of protest ; for to many an
endorsement of Higher Criticism seems utterly unwarrantable
if not sacreligious. And certainly it would be absurd and un-
reasonable to ask anyone to give assent to its principles
unless a prepondéggnce of evidence oadﬁie adduced in its ,
favor. Suc? evidence we contend is abundantly at hand and in
this paperkwe shall marshall the same to establish gur premise
that Higher Criticism is a powerful instrument in the hands
of éod for the establishment and development of the Kingdom
of Righteousness.

To censtitue such an instruemnt a factor must be judged
by the effects it produces and the consequences which must
follow if its purposes are fully realized. Now if Higher
Criticism as applied to the $ible emancipates souls from the
bondage of doubt, removes from their pathway stumbling~
blocks , leads men to amphasize the spiritual verities of
Biblgtiires and calls them to a 1ife of the@pirit, then
gt in the hands of the

it must be classed as a chosen inst
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men with permenent doubt, causes thegfgtumble, shipwrecks
their faith and makes them unbellevers then it stands con-
demned and should be disparaged.

In ordsr that our examination may proceed logically we
first consider what Higher Criticismwﬁgpresents and what it
seeks to accomplish?DWith not a fow it;is merely a term of
reproach and abuse, with some " Higher Criticism" stands ’
for any opinion on biblical matters differing from their
own and. with others it signifises a virtual attack upon the
Bible and constitutes a synonym for the works of the Evil One
and his agents. ‘

With scholars, generally however , it has become a potent
factor in Biblical study becauss it represents honest intel-

ligence and a sincere purpose to find and state the truth.

In its strictest sense it is a technical term used to describe

the study of some®™ Higher® or more important suﬁjects con-
nected with the Bible. It is " Higher® as contrasted with
* lower" or " Textual Criticism™ which deals with the exact
wording of the books. It is best limited to literary crit-
icism following Dr. Brigg's definition in his little book en-
titled * Study of the Scripturesﬁ?page'24, according to which
the Higher Criticism of a book or any part of a book deter-
mines the "origin and authorship, the original readers, the

design and character of the composition and the relation to

(
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to other documents of its group.” The methods followed by the
leading Higher critics of the day, viz: Geprge Adams Smith,
Briver, Marti, Ruhl& and Duhm& substantiate Dr. Brigg's con-
ception of Biblical and Higher Criticism as ‘quoted above.

In a word, Higher Criticism strives to know everything
that can be known concerning the books of the Bible. It a&%s
by whom, for whom, when , where and under what- circumstances
and for what purpose a certain book was written. Its aim is
constructive in character. A part of its work,it is true is not
directly so, but nevertheless it is indirectly constructive
in character. It clears away obstructions and breaks the ground
s0 as to make possible a correct interprstation of the text.
It aims to put us in possession of the mind of the men who
wrote the Bibleyand having accomplished this,indicates to us
where the emphasis in the study of the Scriptures should be
placed,and suggests the method,whereby the Bible can be best
made tQ serve for the inspiration and edification of men.

It is not to be denied that in some quarters the influence
of Higher Criticism is unwholesome. Oftimes Critics are
harrow, h&goted, censorious, hypercritical and unscholarly
and -lgh. themselves in philological detail and literary acumen.
Words are split, phrases and documents are dissceted as minute-
ly as the scholastics used to split hairs in dialectics. Ab-
surd hypotheses are advanced and preposterous theorieS(ex-

ploited. Some critics possessed by an insan%desire to show
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their prowess,violate every known law of Hermeneutics and
Exegetics anﬂflagrantly transgress the ordinary laws of
Common Sense in order to substantiate their conclusions.
Passages are pronounced unauthentic,or interpolations,upon
evidence which fails utterly to warrant such a judgment and
interpretations are made which are so wierd and phantastical
that they collapse by the weight of their own absurdity. Such
proce@ﬁ@g,while it does little direct harm should be disparaged,
for it prejudices the cause of Higher Criticism.

Such however sh&%ﬁd not be the case,for in every movement
that is of importance'fanatics and extremists have shown their
hand. Much calumy has been heaped upon labor unions, the
temperance cauée, the ministry and the courts of the United
States because of the radical procedure and unjustifiable
statements of a few of the members connected with them. The
unsophisticated at once bscome prejudiced against these causes
but no intelligent man; because of the unwarranted words or
deed%uf a few'y
tutions so’unfbf%unate as to hold them in membership; but

worthy representatives)depreciates the insti-

rather condemns those acting contrary to its principles and
the canonébf Common Sense . ‘

By a parity of reasoning Higher Criticism should not be
condemned because a few of its self- appointed repr esentatives
are extremists . Radical critics no doubt there will eger be

and presumptuous ones, but their influence is small in com-
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parison with that of the great number of scholarly, conservative
and consecrated critics which express in the broadest sense
the principles of Higher Criticism.

So also this factor should not be maligned and disparaged
because the enemies of the Sacred Record have used its prin-
ciples in attempts to bring about its destruction.It is ‘true,
Thomas Paine in his " Ago of Reason" used these principles to
prove that the Bible cannot be the oracle of God! Agnostics
have employed them to bring Atheism to the fore and Skeptics
have taken great delight in éonfbunding Christians with this
tworedged sword. Further, it is not to be denied that unbe-
lievers have sought to make a nefarious use of Higher Crit-
icism. But what bulwark of Christianity, what instruments
employed for the advancement of the spiritual kingdom have not
been made to 'serve the purposes of the Evil Oneé Even the
Scripturss themseves have been forced into the service of
Satan, for oftimes in the words of the immortal Shakespers,

* The devil cites Scripture to suit his purpose.” Do we
therefore malign and depreciate the Bibléé Certainly not. Then
the fact that Higher Criticism has at times fallen into evil
hands should not militate against it. To be deplored ars the
hasty judgments and negative attitude of those who are entire-
ly ignorant of its principles, purposes and results. Such

procedure is unscholarly and inequitabls.


destruction.lt
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Having now considered what Higher Criticism represents
and rid ourselves of some of our predispositions against it,
we proceed to consider whether it has proven a benefit or a
detriment to spiritual growth. Is its influence for good or
for evilé Has it lead men to a clearser conception of the truths
of the Bible and a better understanding of the mind of the
Spirit or noé In order to arrive at a correct conclusion in
regard to these points it is necessary to consider briefly the
camse or the causes which gave impetus to Higher Criticism.

Not many centuries ago men were shackled by superstition
and held in the grasp of civil and spiritual authority . Self-
initiative and spontaneity were stifled and c¢ivil and eccle-
giastical control wers absolute. Suddenly there was an awak-
ening. The spirit of inquiry and liberty animated the minds
of men; fetters and shackles were cast off; theological dogmas

' tf:?;iqfﬁand civil and ecclesiastical authority were
repudlated Investigations were started on every hand and free-
dom of thought and reason reigned supreme. Science was given
full sway and asserted its right to challenge every belief to
justify itself by scientific methods. Philosophy was given a

‘ franchisé%o penstrate anew the mysteriss of mind, thought and

matter and to reinterpremibp all phenoména. So also history;
following the adjurations pf scioncs, changed its coursé¢ and

mode of procedure and redoubled its energy to get at yhe truth.
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Today,in every department of learning the scientific spirit
is making itself felt. 0ld methods are being examined in the
light of new events,at the instance of the all~ dominating
critical spirit. The deepest confgictions and the most cher-
ished faiths are thrown into tho“;elting pot of criticism
and submitted to the most scwaching tests,reason and science
can apply. Even the% ible,that. most sacred of all books ,

Ak
protests of many devout worshippers

against the vehementﬂ
is submitted; because of the seeming contradictions and in -
consistencies found therse, to the most searching critical
examination possible. And what is the resulté It is found that
in the 01d Testament irreconciable discrepanciés exist, in-
dubitiable inconsistencies abound and various narratives flatly
contradict each other, while unheard-of atrocities are condoned
by the Scriptures and pitiless tempers and ungodly customs

are exploited as agﬁjéable to the will of 8od. Thus for in-
stance it is discovored that the &4le asserts that Jehosa-
phat both did and did not remove the High Placés.(2 Chr. I7-6;

20-33) that the children of Korah both perished and did not

perish in the divine chastisement which overtodk the rebels,

( Numbors I6- 32; 26-2) So also it is found that varying’
accounts are presentod in Samuel and Chronicles of David's re-
lation with Arammah and Ornan. In 2 Sam. 24-8David pays him
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of gold. Numberless other oxamples are found which point to
the fact that as a compendium of facts and history the Bible
is untrustworthy.

The ‘critic if he be a skeptic is elated and rejoices at
his find and proclaims to the world that christianity is
shipwrecked because the Holy Scriptures which form its corner-
stone are full of discrepancies, :%nsistencies and postulates
contrary to reason and science. Christians of a weak faith
become alarmed and confused, perplexed and involved in doubt,
while unbelievers generally are filled with delight. On the
other hand many christian apologists arise and hurl invectives
against science,and those who submitted the Jible to inves-
tigation and dogmatically assert that the Scripturss are the
verbal revelations of the Almighty ! the foundation of the
Christian faith ; the infallible Word of God and thwrefore

san contain no inconsistencies , no discrepancies and no ut-

terances contrary to rea-‘%%;%or the will of the Most High.
Anything which appears sojis simply an illusion and will be
explained away when all the data once ¢ome$ to hand. Devout
Christians who stand for intellectual honesty are forced to
admit that many discrepancies exist in the Bible .Wegin
to doubt and question their faith,while scientists di smayed
by. the supposed breach found existing between faith and reason
turn away from Christianity. Thus the gible which was (intended
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as an aid to spiritual edification and inspiration becomes
a veritable stumbling block to christians and an object of
scorn and ridicule to sceptics.

¥hat is to bs done under these,conditionsé ¥hat is the
best solution for this problemé To attempt to ignore the re-
sults attained by scientific and gcritical investigation
is unschelarly and preposterous and in this enlightened age
serves only to throw. discredit upon the cause of Christianity.
But on the 6ther hand to accept at their face value the de-
ductions of the critics in regard to the Scriptures seems to
yield too much to their jurisdiction. What then shall the
faithful believer do and in what spirit shall @e meet the re-
sults and investigations of scientific inquiry?

Higher Critics at this point come to the rescue and de-
clare: The best Wggsout of the difficulty is to be honest in
the matter and face the facts. We must admit that inconsist-

encies exist and discrepancies and imperfections abound in
the Bible. Many verses are out of their comtext, some B ssages

are without doubt interpolations and some conceptlons of the

Almighty very crude and primitive. The Blbleﬁffg_not infallible
and was. never meant td be. It is simply the vehible used' by

the Almighty to bear spiritual revelations to men. For centuries
men have taken the wrong attitude toward the Bible. They have

in many instanceg,pinnad their Taith to its letteér.and not its

(
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spirit. Its purpose and aim has been ontirely misconceived.

It has beén}imaginedj its purpose is to set forth a correct
chronicle or forecast of history, Hebrew, Christian or Cosmic
and has come to be considered a compendium of facts concerning

" Jewish history. Its real aim, ndmely, the setting forth of

spiritual truths has been lost sight of altogsther. The fact.
that the Bible is a homiletical biography, compiled not on

¢ritical but evangelical grounds,they fail to give cognition
and the truth%’ ade evident by the Scriptures that those who

‘wrote the 8adred Word were too much absorbed in writing the

éospei to givé.erﬁphasi‘s to what they deemed a short- lived
world, they seem not to realige. Their duty it was to exprsss
in their own peculiar style and terminology , eternal truths
good for all ages. They used history as a sétting to illus-
trate these veriti 6s and their main purpose was to edify, not

. to write history. They took simileg from life, metaphors from

poetry and examples from experience and employed them as agents
to bring home to the hearts of men,spiritual truths and yerie-
ties. They clothed ﬂbﬁmy Fevelations of the spirit with the

Qﬂimperfec‘t mteriga.lk at Wadisposition and made the language,

the barbarous custois @nd the crude conceptions of their age,
the instruments to convey to the hearts of men the mind of
the spirit. ) '

But although imperfect were thess vehicles, perfect @as
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the truth they bore. Therefore,emphasis is to be placed upon
the truths transmitted and not upon the means used to transmit
it. Men in a different age would no doubt have used different
and perhaps more perfect menas. In a scientific age like this,
meﬁ would, perhaps, have expressed the mind of the spirit in
mors accurate terms and terminology,and with greatér pr-ecision;*%
but it is doubtful if the truths of the spiritual kingdom
could be more vividly expressed and brought home to the hearts
of men. This,after all, is the purpose of the Scripturss. And
certainly this aim has been realized most gloriously. Perhaps
in the wise economy of the Infinite,inconsistencies and dis-
crepancies were allowed to creep into the Written Word to call
attention to the fact that the Scriptures are meant to be in-
terpreted , not literally, but spiritually; to keep alive the
truthythat the purpose of the Bible is to be a bearer of

spiritual truths, comfort and inspiration and not a text-book

of scientific and historical facts. In a word,attention is to be

directed to the spirit of the Scripturses and not its letter.
The very difficulties encountered in attempting to interpret
the Scriptures literally bears witness to this fact. Therefors,
emphasis should be placed upon the spiritual verities set
forth in the Scriptures and not upon the means used to present
them.

This view has in its favor & preponderance of evidehce
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which argues eloquently for its rationality and validity. In

the first place,the fact that Christ and his disciples con-
stantly used the Bible as a means of grace and edification
and not as a manual of history is significant,for it makes ev-
ident the fact, that they placed emphasis,not upon the letter,
but upon the spirit of the Holy Record. Again and again we
find them wresting passages from their original context and
giving them meanings not at all intended by their authors and
oftimes they were s0 zealous to expréss and illustrate the
divine truths revealed to them,that they misquoted passages
and forced them to become amenable to their purposs regardless
of accuracy or exegetical rules. For instance John I3- I8 we
tind Jesus reported as quoting Psalm 4I-9 which reads in part
* Who did eat of my bread lifted up his heel against me® thus
" He that eateth my bread lifted up his heel against me." and
Psalm 35-I9 which reads® Neither let them wink with the eye
that hate me without cause” he quotes John 15-25" They hated
me without cause." In the latter case we find both a misquo-
tation and a forced interpretation. Some of these misquotations
are trivial, but nevertheless are misquotations, and serve
well to illustrate our point. Paul is guilty of the same
negligence. For example,the number of those who perished as a
result of idolatrous connection of Israel with Moab is given
in Numbers 35-9 as 24000; Paul puts it at 2300 ( I Cor. I0-8).

(
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Then again in his interpretation of the 01d Testament he forces
the meaning of pasbages 80 as to make them amenable to the
purpose in hand, namelf to illustfate a great splrztual truth.
He supports his argument that the minister of the GOSpel deserves
to be supported by those to whom he ministers by a quotation
from the law® It isawritten in the law of Moses' Thou shalt not
Muzzle the ox when he tneageth out the corn.” This quotation
ig an admirable illustratién of the point he is enforcing
but certainly his statement * Is it for oxen that God careth
or saith he it altogether for our sake? Yea, for our sake it
was written" is a distortion of facts, for the law Paul quotes
was clearly for the benefit of.oxen and not men. The abovse
exampdes serve to emphasize the fact that Christ and Paul regard-
ed the Holy Re;_rd to be 1nterpreted not literally but spir-
ité&f y. Certainly,if they had believed in a literal interpre-
tation they would néver have been guilty of using Scriptual

be cited , 111u§trat1ng the fact that Jesus and the New Test-
ament writers placed the emphasis upon the Bible as a means
of érace and edification and not a compendium of history
or literal statement of fact, but enough have’ besn cited to
substantiate our point.

This attitude of Jesus and the New Testament writers toward
the Scriptures is a very strong point in favor of the principle
advgcated by Higher Criticism. Sanctioned by such high author-
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ity the contention,that emphasis should be placed upon the
spiritual truths taught by the @iblical narratives receives
a warrant such as men of today cannot give it. There is how-
ever another warrant for this view which should not be lost
sight of, namely, the beneficial results it has achieved for
these who have adopted it. True it may be that for many the
transition from a literal to a spiritual interpretation of the
Bible is a period of great doubt and anxiety, but we do not
think the foundations of the faith of any sincers:worshipper
will be injured permanently during this process } for the rela-
tion of a soul to God is dependent not upon a written word
or group of precepts but upon its attitude towards thekggr
mighty. Evangelical fervor and missionary 2eal in individual,
worshippers may receive a temporary check during this period
of transition,but only to burst forth into new ardor and enthu-
siasm after the birth of the newer and sublimer conception of
the Bible. This is evidenced by the missionary zeal of many
who are actively identified with the critical movement, for in
the placing of the emphasis upon the spirit of the Bible rather
than its letter a great burden rolls at once from the shoulders
of the Christian. The Scriptures appear to him in a new light,
and is morse precious to him than ever. Many difficult and in-
soluble problems vanish at once and much difficuﬁﬁ‘and rather

unsatisfactory apologetical work is obviated. No longer is the
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is the christian apologist required to concern himself with the
question as to whether or not Moses wrote the whole of the
Pentateuch, ;n' whether Isaiah was the author of all our present
book of Isaiah and whethexi Danial ‘composed the book of Danisl.
No matter who wrote them they convey to us vital spiritual
truths, which we know are true becauss they find a regg?hse
in our hearts and consciousness. - \

Thén again,the fatal difficulties arising out of the
popular error that Christianity stands or falls with tho verbal
inspiratign of the Bible #de obviated and no one need experisnce
a shi’pwreck {f faith because perchance one passage states
that 24000 Hebrews were killed in a given battle and é.ﬁother
that only 23000 fell. Such an inaccuracy does not now alarm us,

"for we know that the-Biblical narratives had for their purpose
not the recording of }listory but the inculcating of important

spiritual truths. . .

Further, in placing the main emphasis uponr a spiritual
interpretation of the Bible the conflict between religion and
science is at once terminated. The former is obviated the ne-
cessity of\defending the Bible as an infallible textbook of
écientific fact and therefore can bid science God-speed when it
advocates theories., both astronomical and scientific,which
contradict those of Holy Writ gnd the latter is emanicipated
from the perplexities £n which the seeming conflict of faith and
reason precipitated hiu%;nd dzmuwk-ztze‘ﬂgzo acknewledge the gov-

r
-—
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ereignity of the great truths of the spiritual world as ex-
perienced in the hear#énd recorded in the Bible. Thus reconciled
Religion and Science work hand in hand ; a glowing tribute to the
beneficial results of the principles of Higher Criticism.

Besides, these principles have brought about a radical
revolution in the methods used in the interpretation of the
Sc}iptures. No longer do scholars take isolated texts and
attempt to give an exegesis of them. The psople to whom and
for whom the various narratives were written;, the occasion of
the writing and the object in view are carefully studied befors
an exegesis is attempted. Thus many wierd and phantastical
interpretations are squelched and many an extravagance in belief
and doctrine is set: right. Contradictory or gualifying texts are
aften explained and cease to be stumbling blocks.

Moreover, the exegesis of the Bible through the impetus of
Higher Criticism has made a great advance,by the placing of the
emphasis not only, upon the ethical and religious revelations of
the Bible,but also upon their progressiigfand historical char-
acter. The various books of the Scriptures thus become the rep-
resentatives of the various ages and express in the thought and ﬁgf
terminology of their age, the mind of the spirit as revealed to
them. Very crude were the conceptions of the early christians
in regard to spiritual thingé'and therefore their customs and
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morals were low in the scale. éradually, however men became
capable of realizing in a fuller measure the will of the
Almighty . With enlightenment, came higher morals and today men
find themselves standing in the full light of the gospel of the
twentieth century. Such development forbids men of today 7f“m
appealing to the practices of the early patriarchs for a jué-
tification of their evil works and lax morals. Twentieth ’
century sceptics cannot cite the practices and customs of the

unenlightened christians of the earliest ages to prove the immoraif

ality of the @ible. Thus many passages in the 01d Tsestament,
which have given Christians difficulty and Sceptfcs delight
are made to appear in their true light and present no further
difficulties. )

Further , this view emphasizes the fact,that the mind of
the spirit can be known only through the minds of men whom the
spirit has chosen,and that the progress of the Kingdom of God

_depends upon the activity of human agencies. They must contribute
their share towards its development and are to receive their
inspiration not from the Scriptures, but from God, direct. True,
the Scriptures aid in calling men's religious consciousness into
activity but the spirit of the Almighty must speak tonéggfﬁ??g%gy

afg'to be inspired. Thus men are lead to listen for the voice ‘
of God and to seek earnestly.to know the mind of the Jpirit and
not to depend upon a medium like the Scriptures for thefr in-
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primary inspiration,but to use this as a means to get into
the right attitude, so the Almighty caen commune with them. Thus new
revelations become a fact and further prophetical activity
becomes pogsible. Indeed, every devout believer becomes a prophet
and seeks fo express in the terminology of the twentieth cen-
tury the revelations made by the spirit to his own censciou-
ness. Thus the religious consciousness of men becomes primal
and the final arbiter of spiritual truths and revelations. Of a
truth,men feel in their inmost soul the thrill of such precepts
as the golden rule, the commandment of love, the aspiration after
the perfect,which lifts the sermon on the mount high above the
region of criticism into that of inspiration; but he believes

they are eternal verities sent from God, not because they form

- a part of the Sacred Record,but because they-§§ »
sponse in his soul and are attested to by his consciousness.
Therefore, the believer feels no alarm or anxiety when the
authenticity of the Bible as transmitted to us is impugned, for
he knows that the Gospe&&gas an experienced fact, a free and
living word, long before it became a fixed and written word; that
the measure of its auth&rity is proven day by day in the terms
of experience,and that even if the Written Word were destroyed
its truths would still be found written in the hearts of men.
Moreover, it should not be forgotten that Higher Criticism
has substantiated in the maiq,tﬁe incidents and episodes recogéd

and used as examples and illustrations of the eternal v?rities
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presented. The minor prophets have been rescued and many ob-
gcure and dubious texts have, by a rearrangement of material
become luminous and the bearers of " good tidings.® In fact, the
message bearing capacity of the Scripture today is greater than
at any other period, since the age of these who first wrote ity
and the truths it attempts to portray stand out more clearly
and with a radiance, brilliant,as never before.

pesides, Higher Criticism calls attention te the fact that
sucﬁ external expressions of religious truths as are found in the
Scriptures are necessary for man's edification,but are intended
to serve merely as a scaffolding for the rearing of a faith which
rests upon internal evidence and has its roots in man's inmost
soul. It points out,that for the faith of the developing man,
there must be developing evidence. Such evidence it contends
can only be found in an internal warrant of God's Love and
Power. External evidence may be called into doubt but the evi-
.dence of man's consciousness, never. Thus Higher Criticism is
instrumental in leading men to root their faith in evidencs,
whose value is neither impugned by the progress of the centuries
nor abrigged through the alchemy of the years. This fact alone,
is proof';bsitive that Higher Criticism is a divine instrument.

Finally,a most conclusive argument in favor of the prin-
ciples and views presented by this factor,is the peace that

* passeth all understanding” which comes upon the intsllfcts and
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gpirits of those who have accepted them and made them their
own. The petty doubts and dubious misgivings concerning things
gpiritual,which formerly assailed them,no longer trouble their
hearts . They are able to answer satisfactorily their critics
and the assailants of the Sacred Word and of giving a rational
fﬁfﬁ;ﬂp for the faith which animates their souls. Their reason is
;étiéfied and their faith is firm. They feel their feet have
been placed upon a rock and are desirgus of bearing the " good-
tidings" abroad. And certainly,the facé that there are many in

not a few churches and universities over whom the discipline of
Higher Criticism has passed as & freshness of power; who are

neither confused nor drifting, but stand four-square to all the

- adverse winds that blow, argues eloquently for the contention

that thig factor is a divine instrument,and not a dreaded ap-

parition;but a mefins for the emancipation of men from doubt

and uncertainty ang a factor to bring them into vital relation
with the faith of the Fathers by giving new life to old texts
and passages, surcharging phﬁg%ncient prophecies with new mean-
ing and once more making the laws, psalms, prophecies and evan-
gels of the Bible" live as they fell, alive and warm, part of

human life and of the landscape and of the cheerful day.”



