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Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Benedict Binta-Akiiki Ssettuuma (1967-2021) of
Uganda: A Great Loss among Young Generations of African
Theologians

By Francis Anekwe Oborji®

Benedict Binta-Akiiki Ssettuuma, whose sad news of his passing unto glory of
our better home in heaven we received on Saturday, June 19, 2021, was a
Ugandan Catholic Priest from Masaka Diocese, ordained in 1996. From 2000 to
2005, he was a student in our Faculty of Missiology at the Pontifical Urbaniana
University, Rome, where I had the privilege of having him as a student, and later
a supervisor of both his Licentiate and Doctorate degrees in Missiology. Just last
year, 2020, when the editors of one of my new books, titled, Towards African
Missiology: Issues of New Language for African Christianity (Xlibris Publishers,
Bloomington, Indiana 2020), asked me who I would like to write the preface to
the book, I did not waste even a second in telling them to approach Benedict
Ssettuuma for it. As would be expected, Ssettuuma wrote a very moving preface.
I am so grateful. He was always ready to oblige in anything related to African
scholarship and theological development on the continent. He was a Pan-African
scholar of inculturation and contextual theology. I was devastated to hear the sad
news of his untimely death. I have yet to come to terms with the reality that he
is no more with us in this transitory world. May God receive his good and gentle
soul in Heaven. Amen!

To date, Benedict Ssettuuma is regarded as one of the rare geniuses
among the students who passed through our Faculty of Missiology of the
Pontifical Urbaniana University, Rome, in recent time. Before coming to study
in Rome in 2000, Ssettuuma had worked for four years as chaplain at St. Charles
Lwanga Kasasa Senior Secondary school and at St. John Mary Muzeeyi Novitiate
of the Brothers of Christian Instruction at Kasasa, while helping out in pastoral
work in Bukulula Parish. Here he taught Religious Education, Moral Formation
and Physics and at the same time, he taught Liturgy and Bible to the novices.

Small in stature, but mighty in intellect and scholarship, as soon as he
arrived to study missiology at Urbaniana, Ssettuuma began to manifest his
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interest in African theology and inculturation and theology in general. His
doctoral thesis was entitled, “Inculturation as Liberation in Uganda in the
Writings of John Mary Waliggo” (Rome, 2005). The late John Mary Waliggo, a
pioneer African theologian from Uganda, was his maternal uncle. Fr
Waliggo influenced to a great extent his nephew Benedict right from the latter's
childhood, by entering the priesthood and taking an interest in theological
scholarship, African theology, and inculturation.

Earlier, as a doctoral student in Rome, Paulines Publications Africa,
Nairobi, had published Ssettuuma's seminal book on African theology, entitled:
Mission As Integral Liberation In Africa (2004). A prolific writer indeed, and a
theological worker of first hour, Ssettuuma published also some creative and
down-to-earth novels (fiction), even as a student, as he pursued his specialization
studies in Missiology in Rome. Famous among these novels of his, are the
following two titles, now translated into different European languages, because
of their creativity, scholarship, the originality of the author, and the novelty of
their African perspective: Tension at The Gate Of Heaven (Rome, 2002) and The
Italian Autobus: A Diary of an Alien Student (Rome, 2003). He published other
such creative novels while doing his studies here in Rome between 2000 and
2005.

A motivating lecturer and seminary formator [trainer of novices] until
his demise, and since his return from Rome after his doctoral studies in 2005,
Ssettuuma had been serving his local church in Uganda as a professor at St.
Mary's National Major Seminary Ggaba, Uganda. Here he founded the
prestigious 7he Waliggo - A Philosophical and Theological Journal, in honor of his
maternal uncle, late Fr. John Mary Waliggo. Fr. Waliggo, himself, was an
intellectual giant who served both church and state in Uganda without
compromising his identity as a priest and citizen. Ssettuuma had decided to keep
alive the legacy of John Mary Waliggo by founding a scholarly journal in his
name. Now that Ssettuuma has gone to meet the Lord, it is to be hoped that the
authorities of St. Mary's National Major Seminary Ggaba, will keep alive this
legacy by seeing that the Journal Waliggo, continues to be published periodically,
even now that the founding editor, Benedict Ssettuuma is no more with us in
this physical world.

In fact, it is not an exaggeration to say, that Ssettuuma was a theological
worker of first hour. A Google search for his publications brings up an impressive
list. A selected bibliography of his theological and missiological (and other)
publications can be found at the end of this tribute.

In addition, it is worth mentioning that from 2016, when he founded
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the prestigious The Waliggo - A Philosophical and Theological Journal until his
death, Ssettuuma had been serving as the editor of the Journal. Each year, he
would publish at least two issues of the volume. This was in addition to his heavy
academic load as a lecturer and formator in the Major Seminary.

Ssettuuma had no time for himself. He spent himself—his time, energy,
talent and charism—for others, especially devouring the works of ancient and
modern sages, and gaining wisdom especially by reflecting on and writing about
the mystery of our faith in God, revealed in Jesus Christ, and the mission of
salvation that God has entrusted to His church on earth.

Through his scholarship, teaching apostolate, and numerous
publications, Ssettuuma, in these few years of his life on earth, was able to impact
and influence many people for good. He was able also to achieve, in such a short
span of life, what many people who lived for a longer time on earth were not able
to achieve for God, humanity, and society. Through his scholarship, teaching
apostolate, and publications, Ssettuuma was able to share with us his humanity,
friendship, cheerfulness, and above all, his faith in Jesus Christ. He was able,
through his writings and teaching apostolate, to communicate to the world, in a
language most accessible to us all, the Mystery of God revealed in Jesus Christ,
and the mission God has entrusted to the Church, and to believers, including
ourselves.

Ssettuuma, while with us in this mortal world spent his time, night and
day, reading and reflecting on the Word of God in the Scriptures. And on the
Church Fathers, on the Magisterium of the Church, on the works of great and
holy theologians of all times; on African wisdom, philosophy and thought; and
on the ancient and modern sciences and human studies (humanities), and
developments.

Consumed by his desire to serve God, humanity and society better,
through his scholarship, teaching apostolate, writings and publications, he had
little or no time, even to take care of his physical health. He was consumed with
the things of God, the spiritual and intellectual welfare of others, all for the sake
of the Kingdom of God, and for his faith in the Risen Christ, our Lord and
Savior.

The path Benedict Ssettuuma chose for himself was the same path that
great theologians of the past have trod—men such as Thomas Aquinas, Karl
Rahner, Karl Barth, Abott Vincent Mulago of the Democratic Republic of
Congo, and Stephen Ezeanya of Nigeria. It was the path followed by other
contemporary African theologians such as, Charles Nyamiti of Tanzania, John
Mbiti of Kenya, Lamin Sanneh of Gambia, Kwame Bediako of Ghana, Engelbert
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Mveng and Jean Marc Ela of Cameroun. This includes his great late uncle, John
Mary Waliggo of Uganda.

Now that Ssettuuma had gone to meet the Lord and all those great
theologians of the past, in the communion of all the Saints in heaven, this is our
prayer for him:

May the Risen Christ, in whom he believed and whom he served all

his life, and on whose Divine-saving Mysteries he reflected and

wrote so gloriously, reward him with the eternal gift of life

everlasting in heaven. Amen!

Adieu, Fr. Benedict Ssettuuma, Jr.
May the angels of God receive you at the gate of heaven. Amen.

'Lan'udo’ — Restin the peace of the Risen Christ in heaven. Amen!

Select Bibliography of Works by Benedict Ssettuuma:
A. Theological/Missiological Published Books

Benedict Ssettuuma. Mission as Integral Liberation in Africa. Paulines
Publications Africa, Nairobi 2004.

———— “Mission as Integral Liberation in Africa.” Doctoral Dissertation, PUU,
Rome 2005.

———. Friendship an Effective Tool for Mission. N.pl: AMECEA Gaba
Publications, 2010).

———. Mission as Integral Liberation in Africa. Nairobi: Hekima Publications,
2003.

———  Inculturation: Towards an Integrated Approach for Ouwnership,
Permanence and Relevance of Christianity for a People. Kampala: Angel
Agencies, 2010.

———— Uganda at 50: Understanding and Presenting Our History. Uganda:
NURU Library, 2013.

————. Mission as Promotion of the Image of God. Uganda: NURU Library,
2013.

——— Uganda: A Spiritual Lung of Africa. Uganda: NURU Library, 2016.
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———. Pope Benedict VI A Simple Humble Servant Who Turned the Tide in
Modern Church History. Uganda: NURU Library, 2015.

———. Sermon for Uganda Catholic Secretariat, Recollection 2nd December.
Uganda: NURU Library, 2017.

———, (ed.). Katigondo Major Seminary Through A Hundred Years (1911-
2011): A Miracle and Pride of Modern Africa. Katigondo National
Seminary 2013.

B. Novels:

———. Tension at the Gate of Heaven. Rome: N.pub, 2002.

———. The Italian Autobus: A Diary of an Alien Student. Rome: N.pub, 2003.
———. Grapes of Compassion. N.pl: St. Christian Graphics, 2007.

————. The Thief on the Plane. Kampala: Paulines, 2008.

———. The Crying Old Man from the Sea. Kampala: Angel Agencies, 2010.

[There are other works by Ssettuuma too numerous to mention here.]
Editor’s note:

Benedict Ssettuuma contributed original biographies to the DACB on the
following Ugandan Catholic figures: John Muswabuzi, John Mary Waliggo,

Benedict Mutuluki Ssettuuma, Maria Levocata Nakakeeto, Francis Mukasa Bita,

Bazilio Lumu, Adrian Kivumbi Ddungu. We are very grateful for his historical

work in remembering for the generations to come the Africans whose witness

helped to build the church in Africa.

M.S.
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https://dacb.org/stories/uganda/muswabuzi-john/
https://dacb.org/stories/uganda/waliggo-john/
https://dacb.org/stories/uganda/ssettuuma-benedictmutuluki/
https://dacb.org/stories/uganda/nakakeeto-marial/
https://dacb.org/stories/uganda/mukasa-bita-frances/
https://dacb.org/stories/uganda/lumu-bazilio/
https://dacb.org/stories/uganda/ddungu-adrian/

