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{:appeapanoe of .warts,corns ebc was ,a sure indicabion of .witchcrpalt.
'f The mental .and physical suffering inflicted upon them to extort

twas affected. -Confession-was the price of pardon.
'; Had hysteria;insanity)aﬁd other nervous phenomena beeRuidefstood

ﬁScripture did much toward inciting the murders. -"Mobs played therr %

2

! The tragedy of 1692 produced by a wave of popular excitement,
i effected for Salem a bloody immortality. The wornout superstitions

| The deep sense of the.need for self-protectionsin-cited the con- |
%vuls1on. Clergy,politicians,conservators of public morals,comboned
fin their frénzied endeavors to pid their country of a stigma. The
1Jews of old cried _“crucify him%,the cry now .was ."hang the.witch!. |
Insanity,hystenia,were all included in species of witchcraft. Witch-
3"czraft. to my knowledge has never been fully defiined. Bverybody believy
ed in.it,nobody knew what it really.was. ‘lhe prevailing opinion
! seemed to.be that the witch.was in league with the dewil,and in returh
gihls Satanic majesty conferred riches,strength,etc for service t:ender'—l
§Led. Witches in turn employed imps to do their bidding. These imps

I derived.sustenance“from.insensible portions.of the witch's body,which
' parts were searched for .with.puns in the hands.of investigators. It
iwas useless for.a witch to prove an alibi as a witch spectre could
ifopenate as effectually.as the actual presence of the criminal. The

‘confeskion.is absolutely apalling. In many cases the desired result

thoroughly

rin my opinion this country might have been 'saved one page of inglori-
ous. bloodshed. )
The origin of the persecution.was with the childeen. Young girlkst
fcoming under the influenceof wonderful stories,their-~imaginations
became excited-and summoned up spectres,ghosts,phantoms. In this.age
Hspiritual seances ,would have-arisen from the same cause. Yhen it was
called witchceraft. Unreflecting prejudice.in the pulpit;aided,by the
fregquent -and vociferous gootabions.of cerpain injudic:ial texté-of
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usual part.of intimidabing justice,but the three.great.agencies more {
potent than the yells of the.mob were Theology,Medictine,baw. ;
| -In the confessions extorted.by fear.of death,the black cat.and
| brooastick were "subjects_of much:abuse. -Celestial-round trips and
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and devil baptism.were severely.criticised. Children even.would com-}

-

iplain of and accuse their parents. The advance of mental sience bes
leradicated the possibility of the .renewal of such harshness. Child- |
ren manifesting many of the same symptoms would be subjected to Simpl%
Ibut effectual treatment such as sedatives,separation or discipline.
®. 1In some of the homes provided purposely for such cases may be witnesss
fed .almost perfect survivals of Salem days. The sijplicity,non-experj-
pess,but conscientiousness of former days have given place to know-
ledge,skill.and philanthropy of the present.

, Delusion in law,lingers longer than in any other profession,and
;thusgit was with Salem witchcratt. It may be maintained that the

tThe.cells.uere opened.and handreds.of prisoners came forth. How was 1uv .
it that witcheratt tought its last blocdy.fight on American soil.
1 Sipply because it .was.an heroic band of arrant cowards that landed onj
{Plymouth Rock balf.a century before. Ibe Americem is a non-scientifig
;éxpert nation.and would die scientifically had we not the maternal i
»Ereasts of Germany to feed from. Our foretathers.vwere physically.and
z‘onaliy giants.but would run into hiding from new truths as chickens f
bould flee rrom a hewk. Salem witchcrait shows the_worthlessness of i
b1l opinion based on passion. The need of that age has been largely

b

Jmet .in this,viz,as comnunication . of master minds.who will lead the
nation.up to their thought and stand sveady.and steadiast amid temp-|

}esn-and storm. 'he proceedings of our ancestors connected with Salem |
bitchcratt can only be undersyood.adequately by taking into consider- !
Javion the .scientific.snd .theological tendencies.orl the time.

; There.were scome .who .accumulated ,a vast.amount.ol.naturcal _knouwledge.
'‘lhis_would .y1eld them the.awe .and .wonder of the people and.by imposity
® ?.on.would«eann for them the name of sorcerers soot.nsayensgenc./ Lake
for instence some.individuals who had either by some lucky conjjecture,
secret chennels,or profound study,tvhe exact_time of an eclipse,it
-Ewould be an.easy matter rfor thatv person to impress the public with
‘the idees that he.had some connection.with higher .or supernatural
powers. Yhen.the.ectipse toox place.with the growing darkness,ihe
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bmerican savages .by this very method.illustrates the point. So
every one -discovering.some secret of nature could by judicious be-
.baviour.exercise.great influenceover his fellow=creatures.

Roger Bacon on.account.of .his discoveries.was.charged.with. witchg§

craft.

wlizabeth Barton,the maid of Kent,in 1534,and in 1541 the Earl
of Hungerford were destroyed for inguiring of a supposed.witch how
long Henry VILI had vo live.

Ihe discovery of principles.and laws of nature has dispelled the
illusions.and superstitions of that_age. <The secret processes.or
nature can now be understood by the whole communivy. Our halls of

science, associations for the dissemipation.of _knowledge,lyceuns,
.have_introduced.us to the hidden.elemts,beneath our.feet.and. over
our heads.

The populatvion.of Salem yielded to.the sway.of tyeir credulant
rancies. ‘Pheir fancies.working.on their passions.sibirred.them to
frenzy,and they.rushed.to deeds.of” violence.and bloodshed. Our

.educaitional instituvions.are eradicating the superstitious_eiements'
by familiarizing the student with vhe processes.or nature.

'he death«knell pealed_by the mob against the_wibch has.found.a
.remedy in the independent.coucageous dispensation.of.justice..

Brains.heated.with passion.are._pon-<conductors.of ideas,are:intellecty
-ually insulated.

The jurors.who had.assissted.ln the condempation.otf.innocent
.women.and children vwoluntarily conIessed their_ipability. ‘fhey
.acted._according to the_knowledge they hadwhich.was so.limited as to

prove fatal to their victims. Salem.witvchcrart rell.orf.of.its own
Lweight. Keligion,moraliny,logis,trutﬁﬁor reason._brought_about_khe j
.change. ‘'he persecutors.bsgan to eccuse people too well=beloved i
.and too prominent. .Although the arguments used against nhem/were |
.as strong as those used in any case,the public revolted.zgainst the |
charges preterred.
One instance ol beroism deserves notice. Lt 1s connected witlh



would.be
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2 man named:Gale Carey. He haed incurred general bostility.because

his evidence.against his wife.was not as much.as.anvicipated. The

_circumstances.of her deavh had-caused.a reaction.in.his.mind. .He in

turn vas.arrested and brought into court. Having.disposed of his
property.according to law he resolved on.a certain course.of .action.

4ﬁhen called upon to.answer the indictment he would plead neither

guilty nor not guiluy. No power could move him. He knew the gates
of justice were closed against him and nothing could shake his deter-
mination to.cemain silent. Such a proceeding f£alled the court with '
consternavion. He was robbing the spectators of excitemetnt,énd

the magistratve.and clergy otf their occupavions. Tbe punishment for
such. audacity was to take the prisoner into & tow dark cell and lay-
ing him naked on the floor,place an iron covering on his body,not
enough to press.Life out but enough to destroy bhis courage. The
poorest.kind of nread.was given bim one dayand a few sips of misers
able water the next.until the poor tortured .wrcetch either died or
succumbed to pain.and.replied. We can scarcely-think of a chagacter
in fiction which fills us with greater admiration than the fear-
lessness of this grand old men.
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