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hayland resident Aubrey Milunsky, M.D., a professor of p e d i a t r i c s and 

obstetrics/gynecology and d i r e c t e r of the Center f o r Human Genetics at Boston 

U n i v e r s i t y ScJiool of Medicine, r e c e n t l y was awarded the degree of Doctor of 

Science (D.Sc.) by the U n i v e r s i t y of Witwatersrand School of Medicine i n 

.Jcjhanaesburg, Soutii A f r i c a , f o r h i s work on the p r e n a t a l d e t e c t i o n of genetic 

d i s o r d e r s . He received h i s M.D. from the same school i n 1960. 

Ihe Center f o r Human Genetics i s a n a t i o n a l r e f e r r a l center f o r t i i e 

p r enatal diagnosis and treatment of genetic d i s o r d e r s and b i r t h d e f e c t s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y tliose a f f e c t i n g the nervous system, such as spina b i f i d a . The 

(ienter also provides genetic c o u n s e l l i n g and management. 

"Ihe Center i s unique i n th a t the s t a f f members have more experience i n 

teiiiis of the number of cases studied than any other such group i n the w o r l d , " 

Mi lunsky said. 'We have t e s t e d and diagnosed the amniotic f l u i d of more than 

5 0 , 0 0 0 women," he added. 

P r i o r to j o i n i n g the BUSM f a c u l t y i n 1981, Milunsky was a medical 
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g e n e t i s i s t at Harvard Medical School and Massachusetts General H o s p i t a l i n 

Boston. 

Milunsky i s a member of several p r o f e s s i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g the 

American Society of Human Genetics, and the Society f o r P e d i a t r i c Research. 

He i s vice p r e s i d e n t ' o f the American Society o f Law and Medicine and i s a 

f e l l o w of the Royal College of Physicians i n Englrmd. 

The r e c i p i e n t o f several p r o f e s s i o n a l honors, Milunsky has w r i t t e n about 

150 s c i e n t i f i c a r t i c l e s . He also i s e d i t o r or c o - e d i t o r o f numerous books, 

i n c l u d i n g a major reference t e x t on p r e n a t a l diagnosis t i t l e d Genetic 

Disorders of the Fetus--Diagnosis, Prevention and Treatment, published i n 1979 

by Plenum Press of New York. He al s o wrote Know Your Genes d e s c r i b i n g f o r the 

layman genetic d i s o r d e r s and t h e i r e a r l y d e t e c t i o n and prevention. This book, 

pulYlished o r i g i n a l l y by Houghton-Mifflin Co., Boston, and a v a i l a b l e as an Avon 

paj)erback, has been t r a n s l a t e d i n t o seven languages abroad. ' , 

Milunsky c u r r e n t l y l i v e s on Grove Street w i t h h i s w i f e Babette and one son. 

Boston U n i v e r s i t y School of Medicine i s the s i t e o f several major 

i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y research centers i n c l u d i n g the Hubert H. Humphrey Cancer 

Research Center and the Cardiovascular I n s t i t u t e of Boston U n i v e r s i t y . Tlie 

School i s an innovator i n medical education, o f f e r i n g several a l t e r n a t i v e 

c u r r i c u l a leading to the M.D. degree. 
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DEGREE RECIPIENT 

Dr. Aubrey Milunsky r e c e n t l y received the degree of Doctor of Science'(D.Sc.) 
from U n i v e r s i t y of Witwatersrand School of Medicine i n Johannesburg, South 
A f r i c a . He i s a professor of p e d i a t r i c s and obstetrics/gynecology and 
d i r e c t o r of the Center f o r Human Genetics at Boston U n i v e r s i t y School of 
Medicine. 


