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PREFACE.

( )N the eve of my departure from New

York for Brazil I received a letter from
a Juaker Friend, a personal friend of mine,
and a very dear brother in Christ. At the close
of his letter he requested me to write him on
the subject of baptism.

During my short.sojourn in Brazil, opening
new fields for Christian workers, I had no time
to spare for correspondence with any body
outside of my own immediate line of work:
but on my return voyage, as a recreation from
the study of the Portuguese language in which
I was engaged, I snatched the opportunity
of responding to the request of my Quaker
brother. I meant to make short work of it,
but the inspiration came upon me, and what
I designed to be a private letter, grew, by a
series of letters, into a book for the benefit of
others as well. I have not aimed to treat the
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subject critically nor polemically, and much
that I have written is merely suggestive, and
not exhaustive, and in the familiar style of
personal correspondence with a dear friend. 1
had no book of reference, but the one author-
itative Book, which, therefore, was the only
one I required.

I have written plainly what I am sure is the
teaching of God on the subject of baptism.
If it shall have the effect of provoking adverse
criticism, let it be kept in mind that my heart
is ever full of love for all God’s children, of
whatever name. If any should wish to debate
with me, I beg leave in advance to decline for
three reasons: I. No time; 2. No inclination;
3. No conviction of duty to induce me to
spend five minutes in debating with any body.
I have written all these letters on my knee
as I sat on the deck of a deeply laden vessel
sluiced daily fore and aft by dashing seas, oc-
casioned by the two hurricanes which sent the
Vera Cruz and many other noble ships and
their passengers and crews to a watery grave.

WILLIAM TAYLOR.
STEAMSHIP BESSEL, Sept. 1, 1880,
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LETTERS
TO A QUAKER FRIEND ON BAPTISM.

I
GOD’S COVENANT WITH MAN.

My DEAR BROTHER IN JESUS: In accord-
ance with your request, I propose to write
you a few plain words on the subject of Chris-
tian baptism. You will allow me to begin at
the beginning.

God is a king; we are his subjects. God is
a father; “we are the offspring of God.” Our
twofold relation to him involves inherently
the mutual obligations growing out of such
relationships. Hence the necessity and the
fact of a revelation from God, and the inspired
record of those revelations, for the benefit of
all the successive generations of the.human
family.
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IL

COVENANT SEALS.

DEAR BROTHER: We speak now of the
visible “seal ” of personal indenture and ini-
tiation into covenant relations with God. This
seal must not be confounded with the seals by
which the covenant itself was attested “ both
by signs and wonders, and with divers miracles
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his
will,” and ratified by “the blood of the ever-
lasting covenant.” Let us hear God’s own
words on this subject: ‘ When Abram was
ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared
to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Al-
mighty God; walk before me, and be thou
perfect. And I will make my covenant be-
tween me and thee, and I will multiply thee
exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face:
and God talked with him, saying, As for me,
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From that time circumcision became more and
more exclusively Jewish, till ultimately it was
superseded by baptism by order of Him
who said to his apostles, “ All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there-
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost : teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the

end of the world.” Matt. xxviii, 18—-20.
2
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IIL.
INSTITUTION OF BAPTISM.

DEAR BROTHER: We come now to speak
more directly of this institution. I use this
word in its twofold significance: 1. Act of
establishing ; 2. System established. Neither
of us attach much importance to the opinions
of mere men on this subject. We want to
find out more definitely what the men said
about it who “spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost.” )

St. Paul, in his First Epistle to the Corin-
thians, institutes a comparison between the
Church in the wilderness” and the Church in
Corinth.

The members of the first, after due prepara-
tion, were baptized; so, also, the Church in
Corinth. The first were answerable for all
the responsibilities to God and man involved
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promises to them, and hence “they were
overthrown in the wilderness.” ¢ Now these
things were our examples,” recorded for
our warning, “to the intent we should not
lust after evil things, as they also lusted.
Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of
them; . .. neither let us commit fornication,
as some of them committed, and fell in one
day three and twenty thousand. Neither
let us tempt Christ, as some of them also
tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.
Neither murmur ye, as some of them also
murmured, and were.destroyed of the de-
stroyer.” And so on the parallel runs, striking
all the covenant derelictions of “some ” of the
members of the Church in Corinth by corre-
sponding examples of “some of them” who
were baptized members of the Church in the
wilderness with their solemn warnings, intro-
ducing also the parallel between the passover of
the first, and the same feast under a new form
and name under the gospel. I speak as to
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wise men,” Paul continues; “judge ye what I
say.” “The cup of blessing which we bless, is
it not the communion of the blood of Christ?
The bread which we break, is it not the com-
munion of the body of Christ?” 1 Cor. ix,
25-27; X, I-16.

The authoritative-teaching fact, in this par-
allel of facts, to which I call special attention,
is the institution of baptism at the Red Sea.
Paul wrote this some thirty years after bap-
tism had become a historic fact in the Church
of Christ; so he knew exactly what he was
talking about. Hence, the word “ baptized,”
as used by him, contained its full Christian
significance, and the very meaning it had in
God’s mind when he instituted and adminis-
tered it at the Red Sea.

God’s primary revelations—* his ways” and
‘“his acts,” in the form of stupendous, tangi-
ble, miraculous facts—furnished a foundation
for his subsequent oral teachings and com-

mands, and a -reliable key of interpretation
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of his oral teachings and metaphorical ref-
erences. :

For example, in God's first message to Is-
rael from Mount Sinai he says, “ Ye have seen
what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I
bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought you
unto myself.” Exod. xix, 4. This beautiful
metaphor was readily interpreted by the p;'i-
mary facts so fresh in their minds; but, without
that key of interpretation, the statement might
be construed to mean that, in their extremity,
the Lord came down into the camp like a
great eagle, and the whole host, with their
herds, climbed up on to his back, and then he
spread his great wings, and, bearing them aloft,
flew across the sea. So any figurative allu-
sion to baptism should be interpreted by the
primary facts defining it.
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IV.

FACTS ACCOMPANYING THE INSTITUTION OF
BAPTISM.

DEAR BROTHER: This letter may be consid-
ered an episode from our direct line of inves-
tigation, but it will contain illustrative facts
bearing on our subject. Let me give you a
topographical illustration of the site on which
the sublime scene was enacted, from which we
shall, in a subsequent letter, gather our facts—
God'’s facts—and learn their teaching force.
On one of my voyages up the Red Sea, in
the steamship Australia, of the Peninsular and
Oriental line, coming near the crossing place
of the Israelites, the master, Captain Murray,
called me to stand beside him *““ on the bridge.”
Then said he: “ Now watch the change in the
color of the water, and you will see where
Moses and the host passed over.” If the cap-
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tain had been an outside worldling I would
have taken it that he was getting off a skep-
tical jest; but, knowing him to be a Christian,
as well as a gentleman, I gave earnest heed to
his remarks as in our progress he pointed to
the changing color of the sea and to the sur-
rounding scenery.

. Said he: « Eighteen years ago, on my first
voyage up this sea, and near this spot, I had
my leadsman—a splendid sailor, who had trav-
ersed these waters for years before—taking the
soundings. I listened most attentively to his
report with each throw of the lead. He went
on singing out, ¢ Fourteen fathoms! fourteen
" fathoms!’ for some time, when all of a sudden I
heard him call, ¢ Five fathoms !’ and then, ¢ Four
fathoms!’ and I was frightened, and shouted,
¢ What is that you say? four fathoms?’

“¢Yes, captain, but no fear, we’ll soon get
into deep water again.’ ‘

“So he went on singing out ¢ Four fathoms’
for what seemed to me a long time, yet not
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vortex, about seven miles wide, was closed in
by the advancing war chariots and armies of
Egypt; so they were forced to trust to God
alone for deliverance or to be cut to pieces by
their enemies.”

I looked and listened, and learned lessons
of practical knowledge from that good-man of
the sea, whose mind had never been muddled
by the abstract speculations of theologicai
tinkers.

So much for the site; now for the scene,
with its teaching facts, as recorded by the man
of God who witnessed them. That despairing
host contained over six hundred thousand .
men twenty years old and upward, and as
many women of that age and upward as men;
even as “in the beginning” God created man
“male and female,” and does so still, in about
equal numbers, and so, doubtless, all through
the intervening ages. There were also about
as many boys under twenty as men over that
age, and as many girls as boys; so that four
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division is under the command of General
Nahshon, son of Amminadab. We see them
crossing the sea for miles, till the last file of
soldiers and herd of their cattle leave the shore
of Egypt.

Immediately we see the standard of Reuben, »
with an army of 151,450 men, with their fami-
lies, advancing under the command of General
Elizur. The afternoon comes before they all
clear the near shore.

Next comes the standard of Ephraim, with
108,100 soldiers, with their families and effects,
led by General Elishama.

The sun has gone down, the late hours of the
night are upon us, but by the bright light of the
pillar of fire from the rear we see the standard of
Dan, with 157,600 men, under General Ahiezer;
this last division of the grand army of Israel
falls into line, with their families and bleating
herds.

In the dead of the night the pillar of fire

removes to the front; and now we hear the
3
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rumbling thunder of Pharaoh’s six hundred
war chariots, and “all the chariots of Egypt,”
and see the king and his troops pursuing, like
unchained tigers rushing for the prey. They
. crowd down into the sea till the whole hea-
then host are brought between the towering
walls of water. The cup of their iniquity is
full. Sinners, however wicked, are spared in
mercy till they destroy utterly their spiritual
susceptibilities. Then as there is no possibility
of their salvation, and as their continuance
among men is so damaging to others who yet
may be saved, justice to them and mercy to
the living require their immediate removal
to the “place prepared for the devil and his
angels,” where they can do no further dam-
age to the living; unless God sees reason for
extending the lives of such sufficiently com-
pensative to the world to justify an extension
of a hopeless life.

Pharaoh was an example of this sort. God
said to him, by the mouth of Moses, “ Now [
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Pharaoh and his host had all left the shores of
Egypt, and were now in hot pursuit, “the
Lord thundered from heaven, and the Most
High uttered his voice. And he sent out ar-
rows, and scattered them ; lightning, and dis-
comfited them.” 2 Sam. xxii, 14. David, re-
viewing this scene five hundred years after, in
reverent address to the God of Israel, says,
“Thou art the God that doest wonders:
thou hast declared thy strength among the
people. Thou hast with thine arm redeemed
thy people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph.
The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw
thee; they were afraid: the depths also were
troubled. The clouds poured out water: the
skies sent out a sound: thine arrows also
went abroad. The voice of thy thunder was
in the heaven: the lightnings lightened the
world: the earth trembled and shook. Thy
way is in the sea, and thy path in the great
waters, and thy footsteps are not known
Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the
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rative, and inspired allusions to it, we can
gather the primary facts defining the institu-
tion and first administration of baptism, and
they will furnish a key of interpretation of all
subsequent allusions to it.
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V.
SPIRITUAL PREPARATION FOR BAPTISM.

DEAR BROTHER: What may we learn from
the teaching facts of this narrative, and the
inspired references to it on the subject of
baptism ?

First, that the Israelites “ were baptized.”

Second, that they “ all were baptized.”

Third, that the baptizing took place at the
sea, some time during the twenty-four hours
of their passage.

These facts are matters of definite statement
by St. Paul, as we have before seen.

These open to us a field, not of speculative
opinions, but legitimate conclusions from reli-
able evidence, furnishing a matter-of-fact basis
of faith sufficiently accurate for all practical
purposes, concerning

1. Their preparation for baptism.
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God could not put the baptism of an adult
before his justification by faith, without open-
ing a miserable way-station in which multi-
tudes would stop, instead of pressing their way
into the kingdom of heaven. Hence his orders
on this subject are explicit and emphatic—al-
ways putting faith first—* believe and be bap-
tized.” The examples are many and familiar
to all Bible readers, so that I need not re-
peat them, except to say, that believing, in gos-
pel terminology, is not simply the assent of a
patient to the genuineness and adequacy of a
doctor’s credentials ; but, further, to submit to
treatment and receive the physician. ¢ As
many as received Him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God.” “ Whom having
not seen, ye love ; in whom, though now ye see
Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy un-
speakable and full of glory: receiving the end
of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.”
1 Pet. i, 8, 9.

Believing the condition, “receiving the end
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[or object] of your faith, even the salvation of
your souls,” the immediate result; all this is
embraced in the experience of a true believer.
To baptize an adult without this is to apply a
right seal to a wrong subject, attesting what
does not exist in fact.

But how does this apply to the hosts of
Israel ?

Well, if the Lord baptized an unsaved peo-
ple, he did what is contrary to his orders to
his embassadors, which is not at all in accord-
ance with his ways. _

Can it be possible that the whole of the Is-
ra€lites were in a justified relation to God when
he baptized them?

Why not? Was not their preliminary train-
ing sufficient to bring them to an unreserved
surrender to God and an acceptance of Jeho-
vah as the Lord their God, and to trust him to
save them from their sins? It is not at all
probable that the Philippian jailer had half so
much instruction in advance as they had be-



48 Letters to a Quaker Friend on Baptism.

fore they left Goshen. But the jailer was
brought into an extremity in which he de-
spaired of life, abandoned the world, and all
hope, and in utter desperation was about to
commit suicide ; suddenly relieved from fear in
regard to the life of the body, he waked up to
the dreadful peril of his guilty soul, and cried
in an agony to God’s servants, “ What must I
do to be saved?”

Paul answered, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” He did be-
lieve, and he and his household were all bap-
tized the same hour.

The Israelites had their dread alarm when
they found themselves in a vortex of destruc-
tion, and all hope, even of life, perished. That
was not the time for baptizing them. Their
old sovereign still had the mastery in their
hearts. They yielded heart allegiance to
him, and not to God, and hence murmured
bitterly against Moses for not leaving them in
their Egyptian slavery; but in that memorable
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thou hast guided them in thy strength unto
thy holy habitation.” Exod. xv, 11, 13.

The people were “ redeemed” from the con-
demnation of the law, by the merit and might
of Jesus, and led forth by the Almighty into
his “ holy habitation.” Justified by faith, and
organized into the visible Church of God un-
der the initiating seal of baptism.

All this accords with St. Paul’s statement,
“ And were all baptized unto Moses in the
cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the same
spiritual meat ; and did all drink the same spir-
itual drink; for they drank of that spiritual
Rock that followed them: and that Rock was
Christ.”

When were they all partakers of that spirit-
ual meat and drink from Christ, if not on the
morning of their baptism? Thus at the sea,
God taught the people that he was the deliv-
erer both of their bodies and of their souls.

The next great lesson was taught them at
Marah, when he healed and sweetened its bit-
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eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself.
Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice in-
deed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be
a peculiar treasure unto me above all people:
for all the earth is mine: and ye shall be unto
me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation.”
Exod. xix, 4-6. The words of a Father to
his children.

Still later, after they had received the ten
commandments from the mouth of God, and
after Moses had been four times in the mount
with God, and had written a long code of
moral laws, when he read the laws he had
written to the congregation, they responded
with one accord, “All that the Lord hath
said will we do, and be obedient. And Moses
took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people,
and said, Behold the blood of the covenant,
which the Lord hath made with you concern-
ing all these words.”

But many of them neglected the five pri-
mary lessons God had impressed upon them,
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and gradually lost their strength to resist
temptation or do the will of God, and dur-
ing the long absence of Moses and Joshua
in the mount they sank into that dreadful
apostasy which so scandalized the Church of
God.

They were all invited and urged to come
out again on the Lord’s side, and consecrate
themselves anew to him; and the mass of
them did so; but three thousand of them had
become hopelessly incurable, and were public-
ly incorrigible, and were cut off by God’s or-
der. It was “impossible to renew them again
unto repentance,” and as a warning example
they suffered the extreme penalty of the law
against felony.

When I was first in Australia a flock of
twenty thousand fine merino sheep were killed
and burned by order of the government of
Victoria. Why? They had ‘the incurable
scab,” and their continuance in life jeopard-
ized all the flocks of the colony. On the
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of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by
whom ye were called unto the fellowship of
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”

“ But with many of them” God was not
well pleased, for they were overthrown in the
wilderness “ through their unbelief. “ Some of
them ” were guilty of carnal *strife and divis-
ions.” 1 Cor. iii, 3. “Some of them” were
“ puffed up for one against another.” 1 Cor.

’

iv, 6, 18. “Some of them” were guilty of
¢ fornication.” 1 Cor. v, 1. ‘ Some of them”
went to law against each other, and that be-
fore heathen judges. 1 Cor. vi, 1. “Some of
them ” were fraudulent in their business trans-
actions. I Cor. vi, 8. “Some of them” scan-
dalized the Lord’s Supper by bringing fer-
mented wine, and got drunk. 1 Cor. xi, 20.
Some of the most zealous were so unruly in
their public meetings as to require correction
by special legislation and discipline.

Disgraceful !

Yes, but let the Holy Ghost write up the
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history of our modern Churches, and exhibit
their dark spots as publicly as those in the
Bible, then, upon a fair comparison, let all who
were healed at Marah, and who have been
preserved from the diseases of Egypt, fire
away at the Jews if they like.

However, it is pretty clear from Paul’s
showing, that the Church in the wilderness
had about as clean a record as the Church in
Corinth. The great body of both, consider-
ing their early heathen tfaining and associa-
tions, were marvelous examples of the saving
and preserving power of God—¢“ blameless
and harmless—the sons of God without re-
buke,” but were compassed about and mixed
up with many who had “made shipwreck of
faith and a good conscience.”

Paul could rid his Church of them by
“ Anathema Maran-atha ;" but the Church and
nation in the wilderness being identical, they
had no way to get rid of apostates but to kill
them.
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entrance into their promised Canaan they were
not ready. What a pity!

Hence God had to modify and adapt his
administrative arrangements to their condi-
tion. To keep them in school under the cloud
for forty years, away from the clash of arms
and the temptations of conquest, was probably
the only way to secure the spiritual salvation
of the mass of them. That, also,. gave time
for the proper training of a new generation, and
the development of a Church and nation that
could be depended upon to carry out the
divine purposes of their providential mission:
and of that Church Moses, in his final farewell,
exclaimed, “ Happy art thou, O Israel: who is
like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord!”
Deut. xxxiii, 29.

I may add, the forty years of disciplinary
training for Israel were forty years of grace to
the nations of Canaan, to give them, under
their announced doom, a last gracious oppor-

tunity for repentance.
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VI.

MODE OF BAPTISM.

DEAR BROTHER: We have seen that the bap-
tism of the Israelites occurred at the Red Sea,
and doubtless during the “ morning watch
of their grand deliverance from the bondage
of Pharaoh and his master, the devil, and, best
of all, from their own sins. By what mode was
water baptism applied to them? Was it by the
immersion of their bodies into water? We are
distinctly informed by frequent repetitions of
the fact that they ‘ passed over dry shod.”
“The children of Israel walked upon dry land
in the midst of the sea; and the waters were
a wall unto them on their right hand, and on
their left.” Exod. xiv, 29. It could not, there
fore, have been by immersion. The Egyp
tians were immersed but not baptized; the Is
raelites were baptized but not immersed.
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How could it have been administered, in ac-
cordance with the historic facts in the case?

We have plain Scripture statement showing
how it could occur, and just at the suitable
time for its occurrence, and, as I believe, the
very mode and fact itself of their baptism.
We read in Psalm Ixxvii that, at the appropri-
ate time for that part of the great transaction,
“the clouds poured out water.”

O, that was a shower of rain, a very com-
mon occurrence !

Very uncommon in that desert, and the ap-
plication of it to the host at that hour was
very extraordinary and significant, and hence
the subject of special inspired reference five
hundred years after.

Let us weigh the whole statement of the
inspired singer.

I. “Thou art the God that doest werders:
thou hast declared thy strength among the
people.

2. “Thou hast with thine arm redeemed
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forever under the reign of Jehovah: “ Thou
shalt bring them in, and plant them in the
mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, O
Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell
in; in the sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands
have established. The Lord shall reign for
ever and ever.,” Exod. xv, 17, 18. He speaks
of this sanctuary, the dwelling-place of God,
into which he would “bring ” his people, “ and
plant” them, as a thing “established.” He
was not talking about the “tabernacle,” which
was then a thing of the future that he had
not yet heard of. He was talking about the
Church of God, as visibly organized that day.
As the pillar of fire was all darkness to the
Egyptians, but light to Israel, so from the
thunder-cloud came to the Egyptians the ar-
rows of the Almighty which “ consumed them
like stubble,” and from the same cloud “the
token” of blessing and eternal life to God’s
people.
Hence the baptismal element was water.
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when in “the fullness of time” it should be
introduced as the exclusive “sign’’ by Messiah,
it should encounter no Jewish debate nor legal
obstruction; hence no objections were made
to baptism by John, nor by the disciples of
Jesus. It stood out as a great historic, pro-
phetic beacon, like the priesthood of Mel-
chisedek. But the historic baptismal “sign"”
of the covenant, and its significance was kept
fresh before the Jewish people through all
the intermediate ages. Of the many historic
references of subsequent inspired writers to
the miraculous events at the Red Sea, they
always mention God’s covenant with his peo-
ple; whereas, from the death of Abraham till
the day of baptism at the sea, the word “ cov-
enant” is not found in the sacred history; at
least I have not seen it. The word “bap-
tism,” of Greek origin, was not then used, as
afterward, to designate this institution.

Its mode, as instituted and administered by
Jehovah, suggested the appropriate name of












74 Letters to a Quaker Friend on Baptism.

of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hys.
sop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the
people, saying, This is the blood of the tes-
tament which God hath enjoined unto you.
Moreover he sprinkled likewise with blood
both the tabernacle and all the vessels of
the ministry. And almost all things are by
the law purged with blood ; and without shed-
ding of blood is no remission. It was there-
fore necessary that the patterns of things in
the heavens should be purified with these;
but the heavenly things themselves with bet-
ter sacrifices than these. For Christ is not
entered into the holy places made with hands,
which are the figures of the true; but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence
of God for us.” Heb. ix, 19-24.

Now let us see how this “sprinkling and
pouring "’ sacramental sign, instituted at the
sea, is associated with the fulfillment of God’s
covenant engagements by the operations of
his Holy Spirit.
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Hear the word of God from the lips of
Isaiah concerning Messiah, and his saving mis-
sion among men: “ Behold, my servant shall
deal prudently, he shall be exalted and ex-
tolled, and be very high. As many were as-
tonished at thee; his visage was so marred
more than any man, and his form more than
the sons of men.” Isa. lii, 13, 14.

What a prophetic vision of the suffering
Son of God! What a height of exaltation,
what a depth of humiliation! What is to
be the outcome of all this? ¢ So shall he
sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut
their mouths at him: for that which had not
been told them shall they see; and that which
they had not heard shall they consider.”
Isa. lii, 15. He sprinkled one nation at the
Red Sea. “So”—in the coming conquest
of his kingdom in fulfillment of covenant
pledges concerning ‘“all the nations,” and
‘“all the families of the earth”—“so shall
he SPRINKLE MANY NATIONS.”
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baptizing Gentiles, claiming baptism to be ex-
clusively a Jewish institution. Peter, in his
defense, gives the whole story, and adds,
“ The Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at
the beginning. Then remembered I the word
of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed bap-
tized with water; but ye shall be baptized
with the Holy Ghost.” The sign and its
spiritual signification, as we have them all the
way through.
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VIIL

COINCIDENT SIGNIFICATION OF CIRCUMCISION
AND BAPTISM.

DEAR BROTHER: I will call your attention to

a few facts and proofs on the subject of this

letter. Circumcision, as we have seen, cov-

ered many temporalities which pertain not to

baptism.

It had the effect of naturalization papers
for proselytes, and was in all cases of natural
Jewish birth essential to citizenship in the
Jewish nation. Baptism has no such signifi-
cance in Scripture teaching.

Circumcision was administered to males
only, baptism alike to “ male and female.”

But the spiritual signification of circumcis-
ion, while it was the *seal,” sign, and “token”
of the covenant, is precisely identical with that
of baptism.
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In the examination of inspired teaching on
this subject we will observe that the name of
the visible sign is often used metaphorically
to express some phase or detail of the broad
signification of these signs. Thus God, by Mo-
ses, says to his backsliding people: “ Circum-
cise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and
be no more stiff-necked.” Deut. x, 16.

“To whom shall I speak, and give warning,
that they may hear? Behold, their ear is un-
circumcised, and they cannot hearken.” Jer.
vi, 10.

“And the Lord thy God will circumcise
thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love
the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.”
Deut. xxx, 6.

All through we shall see that the signification
of circumcision in the individual experience of
those who have “ the righteousness which is
" by faith,” is identical with the experience in-
dical;ed by the sprinkling sign: for example,
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“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you,
and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness,
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A
new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit
will I put within you; and I will take away
the stony heart out of your flesh, and will give
you an heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in my stat-
utes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do
them.” Ezek. xxxvi, 25-27.

“I indeed baptize yoﬁ with water unto re-
pentance,” says John, but “ He shall baptize
you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.”

Jesus spake unto his disciples, saying, « All
power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teach-
ing them to observe all things whatsoever 1
have commanded you.” Matt. xxviii, 18-20.

“ Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
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of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” “Then they that gladly re-
ceived his word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls. And they continued stead-
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
Acts ii, 41, 42. They repented, believed the
testimony, received Christ and the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and remained true to their bap-
tismal covenant obligations. ‘
“He is a Jew which is one inwardly; and
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit,
and not in the letter.” Rem.ii,29. Paul, writ-
ing to the Colossians, shows the spiritual sig-
nification of circumcision and of baptism to be
precisely the same, saying, * And ye are com-
plete in him, which is the head of all princi-
pality and power: in whom also ye are circum-
cised with the circumcision made without
hands, in putting off the body of the sins of
the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: buried
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with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen
with him through the faith of the operation
of God, who hath raised him from the dead.
And you, being dead in your sins and the un-
circumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened
together with him, having forgiven you all
trespasses.” Col. ii, 10-13.

Those Colossian Christians were in the main
Gentiles, who had never been circumcised in
the flesh. In the 27th verse of the first chap-
ter Paul speaks of them as Gentiles. Judaiz-
ing teachers wanted to circumcise them, Paul
would not allow it, and taught that their bap-
tism had the same spiritual signification of -
circumcision, with none of its Jewish disabili-
ties obliging them to *“ keep the whole law”—
all the laws of Jewish citizenship.

Paul here applies circumcision and baptism
(not the mode) to explain the same experi-
ence in the same persons, giving their spiritual
significance, and showing that they alike mean
the fulfillment of the covenant on our part
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and on God’s part, to the crucifixion, death,
and burial of “the old man with his deeds,”
and the spiritual resurrection of their souls by
the baptismal power of the Holy Ghost. The
baptism of the Holy Spirit and the circum-
cision of the heart are in kind the same, and
alike belong to the fulfillment of God’s part
of the covenant in us; but there is no limita-
tion to the continuous fulfillment of his bap-
tismal covenant pledges to us short of eternal
glory, if we on our part “ obediently keep God’s
holy will and commandments.” Hence Paul
exhorts those saved Colossians, “If ye then
be risen with Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God. Set your affections on things
above, not on things on the earth. For ye
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God.” Col. iii, 1-3. Paul makes the same
metaphorical use of the terms * circumcision ™
and “baptism " in his epistle to the Romans,

vi, I-11.
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What St. Paul says of circumcision, as a
mere ceremony, is equally true of baptism.
“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision
availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a
new creature,” (Gal. vi, 15;) and what he says
of the absence of circumcision in spiritual
covenant union with God is equally true of
baptism. “If the uncircumcision keep the
righteousness of the law, shall not his uncir-
cumcision be counted for circumcision?”” Rom.
i, 26.
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VIII.

BAPTISM OF JESUS.

DEAR BROTHER: Let us carefully consider
the teachings of the Book on this interesting
subject.

~ The baptism of Jesus was his initiation into
his priestly office. Though a “priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek,” he was a Jew
by birth and by the obligations of his circum-
cision, and hence “a debtor to keep the whole

”

law.” Moreover, his claims to priesthood, so
ably argued by St. Paul in his Epistle to the He-
brews, could not have been established among
Jews had he not been inducted into priestly
orders according to the law of Moses. His
forerunner, the voice “crying in the wilder-
ness,” foretold by Isaiah, seven hundred years
before; the messenger proclaimed by Mala-

chi, four hundred years before, sent to *pre-



88 Letters to a Quaker Friend on Baptism.

pare the way of the Lord;” was the son of
Zacharias, in the Aaronic line, and hence the
law-approved, God-appointed administrator
* to do this most honorable service for his Mas-
ter. Hence, at the age of thirty years, Jesus
came to John for his legal investiture of the
order of the priesthood. He had reached
the legal age of thirty. Luke iii, 23. Hencea
duty devolved on him which was then due
for the first time, for he would not postpone
the discharge of any duty for a day. So he
came all the way from Nazareth of Galilee
to the Jordan, where John was baptizing,
to fulfill this legal requirement of his priest-
hood. '

What was the law in regard to the age for
entrance into the office and official responsi-
bilities of the priesthood ?

“The Lord spake unto Moses . . . saying,
Take the sum of the sons of Kohath from among
the sons of Levi, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, . . . from thirty years old
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. .. all that enter into the host, to do the work
in the tabernacle of the congregation.” Num.
iv, 1-3, 35, 39, 43, 47-

John was delighted to see Jesus, but when
he told him what he had come for, John
shrank from such a responsibility. He could
and did baptize repentant sinners by the thou-
sand ; but here comes to him the sinless man,
the Priest divine, and bearer of the sins of the
world, so “ John forbade him, saying, I have
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou
to me? And Jesus answering, said unto him,
Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us
to fulfill all righteousness.” Matt. iii, 14, I5.

What was the law, and ceremonial mode of
installation into the priesthood?

“The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Thou
shalt set the laver between the tent of the con-
gregation and the altar, and shalt put water
therein. . . . And thou shalt bring Aaron and
his sons unto the door of the tabernacle of
the congregation, and wash them with water.
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And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy gar-
ments, and anoint him, and sanctify him;
that he may minister unto me in the priest’s
office.” Exod. xI, 1-13.

So much for the law; we will next see the
administration of it.

“The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Take
Aaron and his sons with him, and the gar-
ments, and the anointing oil, and a bullock for
the sin-offering, and two rams, and a basket of
unleavened bread; and gather thou all the
congregation together unto the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation. And Moses
did as the Lord commanded him; and the
assembly was gathered together unto the door

”

of the tabernacle of the congregation.” Lev.
viii, 1—4.

What a day that was! The inauguration
day of Aaron and of the Aaronic order of
priesthood, to be kept up by a succession of
his sons through the ages, and yet but a typi-

cal priesthood pointing to *“‘the Lion of the
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mony of their day. The silence breaks by an
utterance from the stentorian voice of Moses,
saying to that vast assembly, “ This is the
thing which the Lord commanded to be done.
And Mases brought Aaron and his sons, and -
washed them with water. And he put upon him
the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and
clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod
upon him, and he girded him with the curious
girdle of the ephod, and bound it unto him
therewith. And he put the breastplate upon
him: also he put in the breastplate the Urim
and the Thummim. And he put the miter upon
his head; also upon the miter, even upon his
forefront, did he put the golden plate, the holy
crown ; as the Lord commanded Moses. And
Moses took the anointing oil, . . . and he poured
of the anointing oil upon Aaron’s head, and
anointed him, to sanctify him.” Lev. viii, §-12.

Note the coincident points:

1. The age of thirty years. Aaron, of
course, had long since passed that age, but
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the law applied to the succession of priests and
Levites to follow.

2. The washing with water—a ceremonial
washing.

3. The anointing. “And Jesus, when he
was baptized, went up straightway out of the
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descénding
like a dove, and lighting upon him: and lo
a voice from heaven, saying, This is my be-
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matt.
iii, 16-17.

The two essential parallel acts in the conse-
cration of Aaron and of the divine Priest were
the washing and the anointing. Much of the
ceremonial in Aaron’s case was typical of the
office and work of Christ, so the two named
are the two striking coincident points, namely,
the ceremonial washing of Jesus and the anoint-
ing by the Holy Ghost. The whole transac-
tion was ratified by the voice of God the Father
from heaven. Hence we hear him respond to
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these caims, = Lo, I come: in the volume of
the book It is written of me. to do thy will, O
God."™ Thus his baptismal obligations in-
volved all tha* was written in the book and
contemplated in God’s “eternal purpose ” and
redemptive plan of mercy for man in Christ.
He thus publicly pledges himself in a bap-
tismal covenant to suffer all, and to do all, on
his part involved in such a stupendous under-
taking.
“But none of the ransomed cver knew
How deep were the waters crossed,

Nor how dark the night that the Lord passed through
Ere he found his sheep that was lost.”

As this dark night was far advanced we hear
him exclaim, “I have a baptism to be bap-
tized with ; and how am I straitened till it be
accomplished ?”’ He metaphorically calls that
baptism because it was a part of his baptismal
obligation.

Jesus said to the ambitious sons of Zebedee,
“ Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall
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drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism
" that I am baptized with?” The cdp with him,
like the poison cup of Socrates, indicated the
final struggle in fulfillment of his baptismal
covenant engagement to die for the people.
He drank of it in the garden, in an agony of
soul that caused the sweat to flow in drops of
blood from the pores of his body. He drained
the cup to its dregs on the cross till ¢ reproach
broke his heart,” and he died.

His baptismal covenant, therefore, covered
all that he engaged to do for mankind, and all
that the Father had engaged to do for him.
Our bapti;rﬁal covenant covers all our obliga-
tions to God, and all God’s pledges to us.
While, therefore, the obligations involved in
Christ’s baptism are infinite, the parallel is so
complete that the initiating ceremony into the
one is the only ceremony suitable for the
other, and its name and.significance, with the
difference noted, the same for the Redeemer
and the redeemed.
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Moreover, our baptism is designed to induct
us into royal priestly orders under him as our
great High-priest. There was but one high-
priest at a time in the Aaronic line, yet all the
sons of Levi were priests, and maintained a
subordinate priestly ministrdtion in the house
of God. In abroader sense than that indicated
in the order of Levi, God said to all the Israel-
ites, If ye will be obedient “ye shall be unto
me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation.”
Exod. xix, 5, 6. And Peter says of Christ’s
baptized and wholly saved people, “Ye are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a peculiar people ; that ye should show
forth the praise of him who hath called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light.” 1 Pet.
ii, 9. We have an ever-living High-priest,
and we are brought into a subordinate yet a
royal priestly order with himself, to help in his
work of saving the world, and then to be with
him, and share his glory for ever and ever.

Again, Christ’s baptism, as an authoritative
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State involving the death penalty, and hence
the believing Jews continued to circumcise
their children till the old Jew husband was
dead, as Paul illustrates it. Then all Jews
were as free as the Gentiles in regard to cir-
cumcision and its grievous burdens.

Paul’s persecutors tried for two years and a
half to prove that he had “taught the Jews
every-where among the Gentiles not to circum-
cise their children and keep the law of Moses.”
It was a slander. They could prove nothing
of the sort. If Paul had not circumcised
Timothy, his mother being a Jewess, they
would have got half a charge against him.
Paul was a patriot and loyal to his nation, but
he was a Christian minister, and never would
allow one of his Gentile converts to be circum-
cised, but had the whole of them baptized,
according to the command of the Lord Jesus,
but not as a mere ceremony. They were plain-
ly taught its significance; that it meant self-
denial and death—the death of the old man
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and his deeds, their old carnal hature; first by
their own act, according to instructions like
these: “Mortify therefore your members which
are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness,
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is idolatry.” “Mort”
means death, and “mortify” to kill. Thus,
while legitimate bodily appetites, with the af-
fections belonging to them, and mental appe-
tences and their affections, out of which carnal
lusts grow, are to be “kept under,” and sanc-
tified to the purposes for which God gave them ;
the lusts are to be killed and precluded—killed
ignominiously and suddenly by crucifixion.
“They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh,
with the affections and lusts.” Gal. v, 24.
While this death of sinful lusts is by our
own will and persistent endeavor, the real de-
struction of them is the work of the Holy
Spirit by an application of the cleansing blood
of Jesus. This was taught and illustrated '
and pressed home to the minds and hearts of
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all who entered into the baptismal covenant
with God. Thus where it is said, ¢ The blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin,” it is also said, “ Having therefore these
promises, beloved brethren, let us cleanse our-
selves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God:” an
experience attainable only by the power of
the Holy Ghost, with the earnest and unremit-
ting concurrence of the subject. The illustra-
tions of this purifying work are figures of cru-
cifying, as stated; of refining, as saith God
by Isaiah: ¢ Behold, I have refined thee, but
not with silver; I have chosen thee in the
furnace of affliction. For mine own sake, even
for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should
my name be polluted? and I will not give
my glory unto another.” Isa. xlviii, 10, I1.
Thus, in Malachi, announcing the coming of
Messiah, are these words: “ He is like a re-
finer’s fire, and like fullers’ soap. And he
shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and
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he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge
them as gold and silver, that they may offer
unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.”
This has its fulfillment in the royal priesthood
of Christ’s baptismal host.

All such exhortations were addressed to per-
sons justified by faith and baptized, and who
had experienced, in a measure, the washing of
regeneration in theéir hearts. Paul expressed
this twofold work under our baptismal cove-
nant thus: ¢ This is the covenant that I will
make with them after those days, saith the
Lord; I will put my laws into their hearts, and
in their minds will I write them ; and their sins
and iniquities will I remember no.more. Now,
where remission of these is there is no more of-
fering for sin, [no more needed for the sins for-
given; “none of his sins which he hath com-
mitted shall be mentioned unto him.”] “ Hav-
ing therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way, which he hath consecrated for us
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through the veil, that is to say his flesh: [hu-
man eyes saw only the veil, but faith sees the
divine Redeemer,] and having a High-priest
over the house of God; [the same house of
which Moses sang at the sea;] let us draw near
with a true heart, in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil con-
science, and our bodies washed with pure wa-
ter.” Heb. x, 16-22.

Quoting from Jeremiah, and addressing the
believing Hebrews, he uses figures familiar
to their minds, their old name for baptism—

’

“sprinkling;” and having “remission of sins”
under its covenant provisions, they must from
the same divine source have entire cleansing
of “soul, body, and spirit "—their whole be-
ing washed and sanctified to God. Now ‘““unto
Him that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings
and priests unto God and his Father; to him
be glory and dominion for ever and ever.

Amen.” Rev. i, 5. All this pardoning and
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sufferings,” and to be ‘“ made conformable to
his death,” *‘that we attain unto the resurrec-
tion of the dead.”

Thus Christ disarmed death of its terrors, in
apprehension of which so many “ are in bond-
age all their lives,” by teaching his disciples
that the death of his saints was simply a sleep.

The resurrection body of Jesus was “the
first-fruits ” of God’s baptismal harvest from
the regions where death “ reigned from Adam "
to the resurrection of Jesus from the tomb of
Joseph. The first-fruits garnered is the ear-
nest that the whole harvest of God’s elect will
be gathered in the same way. “If the Spirit
of him who raised up Jesus from the dead
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by
his Spirit that dwelleth in you.”

Hear the inspired Paul further, “ If the dead
rise not, then is not Christ raised: and if
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain, ye
are yet in your sins. Then they also which
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are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. . . .
What shall they do, which are baptized
for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why
are they then baptized for the dead? And
why stand we in jeopardy every hour?” 1 Cor.
xv, 16-30. Baptized for a dead Christ ? What
is the good of ‘it if Christ be not risen? Bap-
tized. to fill up the decimated ranks of the
sacramental host, whence martyred saints,
having just drunk their cup to the dregs, have
disappeared : baptized thus, to ¢ stand in jeop-
ardy every hour?” What is to be gained by
all this if Christ be not risen? Shall we
maintain our fidelity to our baptismal cove-
nant to the death, and God fail to meet his
part of the same covenant? ‘
“ But now is Christ risen from the dead,
and become the first-fruits of them that slept.
For since by man came death, by man came
also the resurrection of the dead. For as
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be

made alive. But every man in his own order:
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Christ the first-fruits, afterward they that are
Christ’s at his coming.” 1 Cor. xv, 20-23.

Baptism is the sign of all these things, so
fully set forth in the example of Jesus from
his baptism to his mediatorial throne. For
there is bat the most meager mention of
Jesus till after he was baptized. Baptism is
God’s token to us that he will never be
“slack concerning his promises to us.”

The only possible contingency in the case is
on our side. If we are obedient and receive
Christ, and ‘““abide in him,” then the Spfrit of
Christ will be the same in us as in Noah.
Though a world of the wicked be drowned,
we will float in safety on the surface of the
destroying flood. Noah’s example is quoted
by Peter to show what baptism will do for us
if we receive it, and conform to it in its full
significance, securing to us in Christ a crown
of eternal glory.
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IX.

MODE OF CHRIST'S BAPTISM.

DEAR BROTHER: I have no dogmatic theory
to maintain in regard to baptism or its mode.
The Church of which I am a minister tells me
to baptize by sprinkling, pouring, or immer-
sion; so, personally, it doesn’t matter to me
about the mode—whether the water be applied
to the subject or the subject to the water.
Moral principles are indestructible and immu-
table, whether mixed up with Jewish ritualism
or in the clear setting of the Gospel. Heaven
and earth may change and pass away, but
these never; not “a jot or tittle of the law
shall fail till all be fulfilled;” but ceremonial
appointments, even by God, are not so. Still,
I greatly prefer to let God change them, and
not take that responsibility myself.

Out business now is to find out the mode
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of Christ’s baptism. He was baptized by
water.

How was it applied? As it was in obe-
dience to law, we must find out the law and
its’ application. As we have already traced
the law, and seen the consecration of Aaron
and his sons under it, we have now only to
find out whether their ceremonial washing in-
volved the immersion of their bodies in water.
If Aaron was immersed in water, then let no
man ever dare to question whether or not
Jesus was immersed in like manner. Aaron
and his sons were washed out of the laver
that ‘“stood between the tabernacle of the
congregation and the altar.” What sort of a
baptistery was that?

Let us see. “ The Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, Thou shalt also make a laver of brass,
and his foot also of brass, to wash withal:
and thou shalt put it between the taberna-
cle of the congregation and the altar, and
thou shalt put water therein. For Aaron and
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his sons shall wash their hands and thei1 feet
thereat. When they go into the tabernacle of
the congregation, they shall wash with water,
" that they die not; or when they come near
to the altar to minister, to burn offering made
by fire unto the Lord: so they shall wash
their hands and their feet, that they die not.”
Exod. xxx, 17-21. So the laver was a brass
wash-basin for the daily use of the priests.
Water was “put therein,” and they washed
their hands and feet * thereat,” not therein,
and no washing of the body at all.

The inaugural washing of Aaron on that
great day of ceremony was not, therefore, in
some great font prepared for the occasion, but
from a basin consecrated for daily use, and
carried in the march by some stalwart son of
Kohath.

Why did John take Jesus down into the
river Jordan?

The long-expected “ prophet like unto Mo-
ses ”’ and his harbinger stand side by side on
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the bank of the river. The work in hand was
the founding of a new dispensation. The type
of the Mosaic was Sinai, of the other, Sion.
St. Paul compares the two. The one, with
its gorgeous ritualistic display; its legalism,
its formalism; its shadows, and traditions,
under the type of Sinai. We leave that
mountain and “come unto Mount Sion, and
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of
angels, to the general assembly and church of
the first-born, which are written in heaven, and
to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of
just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Medi-
ator of the new covenant, and to the blood of
sprinking, that speaketh better things than
that of Abel.” Heb. xii, 22—-24.

This dispensation, under covenant-chartered
rights, ratified in heaven, and sealed by the
blood of sprinkling, commands all the resources
of the kingdom of grace and of glory. But ali
these glorious realities are spiritual and invis-
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could get a chance by a journey to the Jor-
dan. When I was at the Jordan, undressing
for a swim, the Arabs went right in. Being a
good swimmer I struck out boldly, but soon a
big Bedouin Arab was trying to get between
me and the rapid current, and, by gesticula-
tions and shouts of warning, urged me to keep
within safe lines. All persons at the Jordan
who cannot swim must keep near shore. Thus,
when the thousands went down the steep bank
and into the edge of the turbulent, treacherous
stream, John baptized them with water.

An application to the “ hands” and ‘“ feet "’ of
Aaron was quite sufficient, though warned that
death would follow in default; so there is no
evidence that John's baptism did more in the
way of symbolic cleansing.

When they were baptized, the next thing
was to “come up out of the water” by the
way they went down.

If Jesus, therefore, fulfilled the law of Moses
on the subject, he was not immersed.
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geant who swore him in? If a Baptist brother
believes that immersion is the proper mode of
baptism, let him be immersed, only let him
accept the baptismal covenant, with its script-
ural obligations, and be true to it.

The Baptists are a good people. In the
main they “ love one another,” and work for
God, and send out to heathen lands earnest
and successful missionaries. I love the Bap-
tists; but their claim to Bible authority for
baptism by immersion exclusively, or for a sin-
gle example, is not sustained by any evidence
from the Book.

They make the common clod-hoppers stare
sometimes with their Greek bapzo and baptizo,
but even if they could prove that in their com-
mon use among the heathen they meant to dip
exclusively, (which they cannot do,) that would
not secure their point, for the reason that
when the Holy Spirit appropriated a heathen
word, though suitable for his purpose by some
points of analogy, he always put a new and
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spiritual meaning into it, which meaning can
only be ascertained by the use he made of it.
We have seen the use to which he applied the
word baptize, and it does not mean immersion
in any application discoverable in the Bible.

Our dear Baptist brethren try to base an ar-
gument on the case of Philip and the eunuch,
because the two of them “went down into
the water,”” and assume, of course, that one of
them, at least, went under the water. But
in their use of this and every example of
Scripture baptism they ‘“beg the question.”
Three thousand were baptized in a single after-
noon of one day, in a city on a short allowance
of water for quenching the thirst and ordi-
nary cleansing and culinary requirements of
the people; yet assuming in the premises
that immersion is the only mode, there must
have been some way by which the three thou-
sand were put under water.

Their arbitrary substitution of the word
“immerse” for the word  baptize” in their
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T=w TIsiEtim S az cawarrantable assump-
trr. »anch thoagh it may deceive some ig-
Torsxs pecoie 3t home, and give trouble in
miesor fieids abroad, it does not really help
Teir Camse.

Moast people have their weak points; I think
that is thefrs. But when I see Baptist soldiers
doing battle for Jesus; as I have in many lands,
I say, God bless them and give them grand
success in rescuing the perishing!

You Quaker Friends have a very different
mode from that of other Churches of uniting a
man and a woman in marriage ; but you have a
mode, and you do unite them, and it is note-
worthy that they are remarkable for their con-
nubial fidelity.

You have your own mode of initiation into
covenant visible union with the Church of God,
and of monthly commemoration, neither in
form like the two gospel sacraments; but a
glorious company of your people do enter
into covenant union with God and maintain it,
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an opposite extreme, and tied up there. Well,
thank God! the Lord Jesus went with him,
and raised up ‘“a peculiar people, zealous of
good works,” a living Church of God. God has
wonderfully used the Quaker Friends as wit-
nesses against Christian (?) idolatry in all lands.
May the covenanted blessings of God, which
have been so lavished upon them, and dis-
pensed through their agency to millions out-
side of their own membership, ever abide with
them, and may they become a thousand fold
richer than ever in all spiritual graces and use-
fulness! Amen.
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x

BAPTISM OF INFANTS.

DEArR BkOTHER: At the foundation of this
subject 1 raise the query, What is the relation
of infant children to the covenant and king
dom of God ?

St. Paul says, “As by the offense of one
judgment came upon all men to condemna-
tion ; “even so by the righteousness of One the
free gift came upon all men unto justification
of life.”” Rom. v, 18.

Every child born into the world, except
one, inherited a fallen, sinful nature in its
soul; also the death penalty upon the body,
as a small part of the destruction that sin
entails, and the disabilities belonging to
that penalty-—all the bodily ills that flesh is
heir to,

But to cvery child born into the world the
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the same with every child born into the world;
the adaptation and ordination, as in the case
of Jeremiah, are common to the. race, but as
varied as the legitimate callings of men. All
such are under the personal care of the Holy
Spirit; hence all dying in their infantile justified
relation are washed by him in the cleansing
blood of Jesus and transferred to the ‘“kingdom
of glory,” where they belong. Their bodies
sleep with the bodies of believing saints, and
shall share with them a glorious resurrection at
the call of the Lord Jesus. More than half the
human race have been saved under this grand
arrangement. Four of my own dear children
have gone to heaven on this ticket. Glory to
God!

God’s free gift of justification includes all
this. The Holy Spirit simply had the great
boundary facts recorded, but they cover all
their intermediate belongings.

Are the children also regenerated froin
birth, as well as justified ?
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I don’t know. For any thing I know to
the contrary, I should say that in all cases
regeneration is a concomitant of justifica-
tion. ' It is so with the penitent sinner who
receives Christ, and is justified by faith.
What God hath joined together, why should
man put asunder ?

But don’t they show that they have a fallen,
sinful nature ?

They do, and for the good reason that they
are indeed both fallen and sinful. But is not
the same true of all adults justified by faith,
until their inherent carnal nature is destroyed
out of their hearts by the purifying work of
the Holy Spirit? The little child, according
to its opportunities for spiritual inquiry, will
ask mother a hundred questions about God
and heaven, and what sort of people live in
the good world above, that the mother can-
not answer, and it really exhibits as much
spiritual mindedness as do ordinary Chris-
tians.
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What about the bad tempers, deceit, and
lies which seem so natural to them ?

They proceed from their depraved nature,
having been fostered by the bad examples
surrounding them; but their sinfulness, though
in its nature sin—* inbred sin "—does not of

"itself involve guilt and condemnation. Paul
says in this connection, “ Sin is the transgres-
sion of the law, but sin is not imputed where
there is no law.” There being no moral law
in the mind of the child, no sin is imputed to
it. Its state is covered by the atonement of
Christ, from which comes the gift of life, with
its supply perfectly adequate to meet every
demand of the infant soul.

When it learns the law, and willfully trans-
gresses the law, then comes the forfeiture of
its justified relation ; hence condemnation, bit-
terness, and bondage. It does not want to
talk to mother now about God and heaven.
It has changed masters, and gone away from
home into a desert, dark and dreary. No
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hbpe now but by repentance and acceptancé
of Jesus, and hence “justification by faith and
peace with God, through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” That is a wonderful work of grace;
true, but the subject of it has simply got back
homge, where he belongs.

What about total depravity ?

Not quite so total in Adam and Eve as in
the angels who kept not their first estate, but
left their probationary heaven, to return no
more, but are “reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness unto the judgment of the great
day.” Jude 6.

If the sinning human pair had been so total-
ly depraved, they would at once have gone to
the same place, and the human race would not
have been propagated; yet so depraved that
nothing short of the incarnation, death, resur-
rection, mediation, and almighty power of the
Son of God could rescue man from his peril,
and provide a way of restoration to his home
and his heaven.






Baptism of Infants. 127

Jesus by faith, and purified by the cleansing
blood, which is available as soon as it is need.
ed, and to the full measure of the need. No
child has any right to go out from home into
the paths of sin for an hour; but we are bound
to go out, whether children or adults, unless
we abide in Christ, as the branch in the vine;
hence every little branch, in every household,
should be pressed to the bosom of Jesus as
soon as it can lisp his precious name.

The Saviour has furnished some authorita-
tive facts for the instruction and guidance of
all parents in regard to their children.

Three evangelists make special mention of
this familiar example: “ They brought young
children to him, that he should touch them:"
(St. Matthew explains the object more fully:
¢ that he should put his hands on them, and
pray;” so it was not a mere social thing,
though he was social and kind to the children:)
“and his disciples rebuked those that brought
them. But when Jesus saw it, he was much
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displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the
little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not; for of such is the kingdom of God.
Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not re-
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child, he
shall not enter therein. And he took them
up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and
blessed them.” Mark x, 13-16.

Those children furnished the teaching model
of the Master, to show the only way into “the
> If we can see how those
little children got in, we shall see, in their ex-

kingdom of heaven.’

ample, the way for any body to get in, and
the only way in which any poor soul ever did
get in.

How did they get in? 1. They were in-
structed concerning their disease, and the only
doctor who could cure them, and brought to
Jesus. 2. They were not dragged nor driven,
but voluntarily “ came to Jesus.” In spite of
all obstructive forces, within and without, they
came to Jesus. 3. They just let go—let go
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sin and self and father and mother, and lifted
their helpless hands and hearts to Jesus—sur-
rendered all to him, and received him; and he
did all the rest. Their act was that of utter
helplessness, but of confidence in Him who
could help them. Then “he took them up in
his arms”—lifted them clean off the earth.
They had nothing to lean on but the bosom
of Jesus. There they rested, with all their
woes and wants. He put his hands upon
them—his sovereign, saving power, the same
now as then; “prayed for them”—his priest-
ly mediation, just the same now; gave them
their proper standing in his kingdom; “and
blessed them,” with whatever they needed as
subjects of his kingdom, and members of his
family.

Again, see the fulfillment of the prophecy
of Zachariah: *“Tell ye the daughter of Zion,
Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek,
and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of
an a:s.” He purges the house of God of a
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troop of covetous worldlings, and makes room
for true worshipers and returning sinners.

“ And when the chief priests and scribes
saw the wonderful things that he did, and the
children crying in the temple, and saying,
Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore
displeased, and said unto him, Hearest thou
what these say?” '

“And Jesus [expressing astonishment at
their ignorance of the standing and chartered
rights of the children in the Church of God]
saith unto them, Yea; have ye not read, Out
of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast
perfected praise.” (Matt. xxi, §, 15. 16.)

He never did better than .that out of the
mouth of Moses, or any other man. None but
the “pure in heart” can with the lips render
perfected praise to God, for “ out of the abun-
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh.”

Those “babes and sucklings” are set forth
in the inspired record as authoritative teach-
ing models and facts; so that all may know
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without mistake, God’s purpose concerning
the children.

They were not nursing babes at the breast;
they were old enough to accompany their
mothers to the temple, and see the works and
hear the words of Jesus. They were not ten
years old, that is quite too old for “a suck-
ling.” As we speak of “the infant class” in
the Sunday-school, so the psalmist and the
Saviour associated those little children with
the nursery, where they really belonged—little
children from three to six years old. So God’s
arrangement is that all parents should know
him, and by the baptism, and proper training
of their children, to have them justified freely,
sanctified wholly, and developed in Christian
character, bomb-proof "and fire-proof, before
they leave the nursery. They will thus be
prepared to enter upon their school-day strug-
gles and the great battle of life. Playful as
the lambs of the field, yet loyal to their King,
honest and true in all their dealings with men,
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they will move on with the aggressive forces
of Jesus’ witnesses, like a six-year-old boy, re-
ported in the “ Christian Advocate and Jour-
"nal” a few years ago. His name was Arthur.
A neighboring lady and her little daughter,
Esther, visited Arthur’s mother, and spent the
day. The two little children became so inter-
ested in each other that it was agreed between
the two mothers that Arthur might go home
with Esther and her mamma, and spend the
night.

At the hour for retiring the man-servant of
the mansion said, “ Come, Arthur, I'll put you
to bed.”

Arthur stood and, looking round inquiringly,
said, “ We have not had prayers yet.”

Esther’s rich old father was not a Christian,
and had no “family altar.”

There stood the little witness for Jesus,
waiting for a call tg prayers, when the serv.
ant said, “Come on, Arthur, I'm waiting for

”

you.
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Arthur repeated, “We haven’t had prayers
yet;
tion, he went and kneeled down at the knee

and, seeing no movement in that direc-

of his rich host, as he was accustomed to do
- at home with his father, and prayed in artless
simplicity. He did not say a prayer, but
prayed in his own language for his dear papa.'
and mamma, and for Esther and her dear papa
and mamma, and thanked the Lord for his
daily blessings to all of thenr. Then he kissed
them good-night and retired. That unsaved
father went to bed, and, as his wife said after-
ward, spent the night in groaning and turn-
ing over.

Next morning at breakfast he began to
serve the plates, when Arthur, in all simplic-
ity, said, “ We haven’t had prayers yet this
morning.”

That rich worldling retired to his room and
prayed to God for mercy, and rested not till
he found rest for his soul in Jesus. Thus is
fulfilled what is written of hardened sinners,
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1. Justified; 2. Regenerated. If the infan-
tile justification had been forfeited by trans-
gressing the law, then its justification would
involve God’s judicial act of acquittal and
pardon. If the infantile justification had not
been forfeited, then on the faith of the child
its infantile justification would be confirmed
by God’s seal of approval, and the child re-
ceive consciously the witnessing Spirit’s “seal,”
and “the earnest of its inheritance” in its
heart.

I met a grandmother in Israel in Canada
years ago—a very intelligent and influential
old saint. She was, when I saw her, eighty-
two years old.

I said to her, “Mother, you have known
the Saviour a long time, I presume?"”

“Yes, thank God! I cannot remember when
I did not know him. My mother was one of
Mr. Wesley’s members, and Mr. Wesley taught
mothers to bring their little children to Jesus,
and my mother brought me to Jesus, and
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taught me to be obedient to him, and to trust
him to save me, when I was so little that I
cannot remember when first I felt this love,
and knew him as my Saviour. I joined the
Wesleyan Methodist Church seventy-five years
ago, when I was seven; but I knew Jesus
long before that.” -

“Well, mother, has he preserved you from
sinning all these years?”

“Yes, thank God! I never committed a will-
ful sin in my life. I am sure if I had I should
have found it out, but the Lord Jesus has
sweetly saved me all these years. I have
raised a large family, and have had my full
share of responsibilities and trials, but Jesus
has been with me, and has been a ‘very pres-
ent help’ in every time of need, and that, with
me, is all the time.”

I met a similar old lady in Glasgow, Scot-
land, and such cases, instead of being rare ex-
ceptions to what has become a sort of ortho-
dox rule, should be universal. But parents
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who know not God know not how to bring
their children to him, and parents who know
him require divine light and guidance, with
great diligence, which is pleasure compared
with the grief which must follow its neglect.
But to return to the subject—infant baptism.
If little children, by virtue of the gift of salva-
tion in Jesus, have a standing in the kingdom
of God, why not give public recognition of the -
fact in the Church of God? Why should not
the child’s name be entered in her books?
God has it written down in his book of life.
Why should not its name be accompanied
by a record of the fact of its solemn consecra-
tion to God by baptism, to stand as a “seal,
sign, and token ” of its covenant relations to
God, and of all that the covenant involves?
But what is the use of baptizing a child?
What can it know about it?
All the reason for it that God had in his
mind when he, under the most solemn sanc-
tions, required all the Jewish males to be
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circumcised. As for what it can know, that
depends on the attention given to God’s in-
structions to parents on the subject of teach-
ing the children about their covenant relations
and duties to him.

On this subject God speaks of Abraham,
saying, ¢ Abraham shall surely become a great
and mighty nation, and all the nations of the
. earth shall be blessed in him. For I know him,
that he will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the
way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment.”
Gen. xviii, 18, 19. And by Moses, saying,
“ Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one
Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might. And these words, which I
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart :
and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest
by the way, and when thou liest down, and
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when thou risest up.” Deut. vi, 4-7. All this
was so important, in God’s estimate of it, that,
when he enjoined circumcision and the teach-
ing it involves on Abraham, he added those
awful words: “ The uncircumcised man-child
whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised,
that soul shall be cut off from his people; he
hath broken my covenant.”

Not that God ever did, or ever will, punish
a child for any neglect of its parents; but such
a lad was thus precluded from membership in
the Church of God, and also from national cit-
izenship. He was an outcast; no Church care,
‘no helping parental example, no training in the
way he should go; a hundred probabilities
against one that he would go, according to his
training, in the way in which he should not go,
and be shut out of heaven because unfit to
enter or to dwell there. The same obligation
Jaid on Jewish parents to circumcise their boys
is equally binding upon all parents now to
dedicate their children to God by baptism, and
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teach them according to its broad significance,
and “ command their households after them
to keep the way of the Lord,” as did Abraham.

Many say, “ We let our children grow up
unbaptized, and then they can choose for
themselves.”

Yes, and give them such views of their im-
portance that they readily come to believe
that their obligations to God depend on their
own choice, and the mass of them decline to
acknowledge and conform to them, and are
“ cut off” in their sins.

I know of no argument of old in support of
the obligation of Jews to circumcise their boys
that does not apply with equal force to Chris-
tian parents now.

Cannot a child be trained in religion as well
without the baptismal ceremony, and the rec-
ord of it?

All God’s teachings touching the principles
and facts in the case, say, No, emphatically no.

It is true that some unbaptized children are
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trained better than many who have been bap-
tized. The neglect to train baptized children
is criminal, and proves nothing against God’s
institution. The sincere parents who are do-
ing their best to train their children without
baptism labor under the disabilities of a mis-
take, which deprives both parents and children
of a potent source of moral power.

No spot on earth has such a mysterious,
'enchanting charm about it for our deepest
sympathies as the place of our birth. This
charm follows us to old age.

I traveled with an old man, a few months
ago, on his way from California to Virginia, to
visit his birthplace. All the people he knew
and loved there were dead or scattered
abroad; but the place was there, and that
was what he wanted to see once more before
he should die.

The Roman Catholics know the value of
binding their children to their Church by
driving down their stakes near to the time
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and place of each child’s birth. That is why
it is so difficult to undo the power of their
teaching.

The heathen understand this, and hence
put into the hands of every child, at a suit-
able age, its ‘horoscope,” written by an
astrologer at the moment and hour of the
child’s birth, stating what “lucky” or “ un-
lucky star”” was visible, or what conjunction
of planets occurred at that time, and the god
or devil to whom the babe was dedicated, and
under whose invisible guardianship the child
was placed by the parents. Get that man
away from the bonds thus laid for him when
not a day old, if you can. Missionaries spend
their lives in trying to unshackle such bonds,
and find it awfully hard work. .

All this accords with natural parental in-
stinct. Even good Baptist people, under the
force of this instinct, call their friends together
and with prayer consecrate their children to

God without baptism.
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I only glance at secret sources of moral
power, rills that rise with the day-dawn of our
existence, and run on and accumulate volume
and force to bear us heavenward if utilized for
God at the start, otherwise to bear us on to
perdition, or oblige us to pull against the fear
ful current to the end of life. Thus we may
get a faint idea of the mighty motive of God
in locating the teaching fact and act of circum-
cision so near to the day of birth.

A dear friend of mine, a medical doctor in
Australia, had trouble with his son John,
thc;ugh at that time but a lad of about four-
teen years. John was a quiet, nice-looking
boy, and by many parents would have been
considered good enough, or as good as can be
expected of boys at that age, but he was capri-
cious, and often disobedient and always willful.
The father is a majestic man, six feet four in
height, with symmetrical proportions perfect,
possessing, by nature and godly education, a
high sense of honor, and a keen sense of re-






146 Letters to a Quaker Friend on Baptism.

a charm on the conduct of some boys, but it
was not the medicine to do John any good. .

Finally, in earnest pleading before God for
his boy, the father got light. He immediately
called John into the office, and assured him of
his love for him, and then detailed a simple
narrative to this effect: ¢ John, when you were
a baby but a few weeks old your mother and I
took you to church and put you into the arms
of the minister. He held you up and asked the
congregation to pray for you, and he and they
all united in prayer for you. Then he called
your name John, and by baptism dedicated
you to God, and the people said, Amen! This
. was written down in the church register.”

As the father went on explaining the mean-
ing of the transaction, as a sign of our relation
to God, our consecration to God, and his cov-
enant provisions and promises for us, and
our duties to him, John wept in penitential
grief, confessed his disobedience, and begged
his father to pray for him. That day John
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surrendered himself to God, received Christ,
and was saved. Through his preparatory
education in school, and his college course,
he remained true to God and was preserved
from the bad influences which blight the
whole life of so many college students.
He adopted the profession of his father, and
is in every way an honor to his parents and to
the Church of God to which they all belong.

That father might possibly have succeeded
without the moral leverage of infant baptism,
but he did succeed by that means.
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XI.
SCRIPTURE AUTHORITY FOR INFANT BAPTISM.

My DEAR BROTHER IN JESUS: A beautiful
morning, this, at sea. ‘ The north-east trade-
wind” struck us last evening, so we add to
steam the strength of a stiff breeze to help us
on our voyage.

As I lay in my hammock last night suspend-
ed under the great foresail, swinging to and
fro, I gazed at the stars and thought of home,
my dear family, and of friends, and of God and
heaven, and slept sweetly under “ the shadow
of the Almighty;” waking with the change of
the “ night watches,” I realized that heaven
was very near, but I was startled in the dead
of night by loud voices and awful oaths from
two firemen clinched in a furious fight with
cach other. Happily for their bones, as often
happens with quarrelsome dogs, the barking
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If there had been a good immersionist broth-
er among the apostles to moot that modern
question, we should have had, no doubt, a def-
inite reply on record ; but the apostles were all
Jews, and the precedent of admitting children
into visible covenant relation with God in their
Church was based on divine authority, and
backed by Church usage through a period of
two'thousand years, and in all that time never
questioned but once, and then by an Arabian
Cushite, who, though the wife of Moses, had
never seen a Jewish altar or priest in her life.
Her objection was not based on a sentiment ora
prejudice, but was rather an instinctive gush of
a mother’s sympathy for her boys; but her re-
monstrance was so emphatic that Moses, like
many a dutiful husband I wot of, gave in; and
what was the result? Moses was called to
answer straightway. “The Lord met him, and
sought to kill him,” (Exod. iv, 24,) and would
have done it, no doubt, if he had not circum-
cised his boys—a man called to command men
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given to that effect. He would have had it
written down in the book that, though for two
thousand years he had admitted children into
visible covenant relation with himself on the
eighth day from their birth, yet under the
Gospel dispensation they should not be ad-
mitted till they should reach the age of ten or
twelve years, or whatever advanced maturity
of years he might have named. There being
no such change in the mind of God, and the
change in the ceremony involving no such
change of the vital principle, there is, of course,
no record of what never occurred. On the
contrary, we have abundant proof that the
principle of the Jewish law of proselytism was
carried out under the Gospel.

This was the law. The Lord spake unto
Moses, saying, ‘“ And when a stranger shall
sojourn with thee, and will keep the passover
to the Lord, let all his males be circumcised,
and then let him come near and keep it; and he
shall be as one that is born in the land: for no
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question beyond any reasonable ground of
doubt, some half dozen cases are recorded as
illustrative examples of the apostolic method
of carrying out their great commission to go
into all the world, and disciple all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the holy Trinity.

Thus the Philippian jailer heard the word of
the Lord from the lips of Paul and Silas, and
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, ¢“and was
baptized, he, and all his, straightway.” Acts
xvi, 33. '

In the city of Corinth “ Crispus, the chief
ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord
with all his house; and many of the Corin-
thians hearing believed, and were baptized.”
Acts xviii, 8. )

“ The household of Stephanas’ was one of
the very few that Paul in person baptized. He
says: “I thank God that I baptized none of
you, but Crispus and Gaius; lest any should
say that I had baptized in mine own name.
And I baptized also the household of Ste-
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turing ceremony, and lest people should think
Paul was indenturing his converts to himself
instead of God, and baptism being of small
moment compared with preaching the Gospel,
“ which is the power of God unto salvation,”
he assigned that to some second or third
rate preacher who could be spared from the
front.

If baptism of itself was a regenerating, sav-
ing ceremony, it would be a pitiable showing
for Paul’s two years’ term of Gospel ministry
in Corinth, that he had got but three families
saved. Or if there were any others, he had
forgotten them ; whereas we know that he
founded in that city one of the most numer-
ous and influential Churches of that age.

Luke details a very interesting teaching
fact from an example in Philippi—*“a cer-
tain woman named Lydia, a seller of pur-
ple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshiped
God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened,
that she attended unto the things which were
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assembled in the house of Lydia to pray, no
doubt, as did all the brethren in the house of
John Mark’s mother, in Jerusalem, when Peter
was in prison. When Paul and Silas were re-
leased and ordered to leave the city, “ they
went out of the prison, and entered into the
house of Lydia: and when they had seen the
brethren, they comforted them, and departed.”
Acts xvi, 40.

Paul and Silas knew where to find the
brethren. There they were in the house, and
under the protection of a heroine, who could
and did stand between them and the mis-
guided nobility and magistracy and the mad-
dened mob. She, with open doors and brave
heart, stood in the breach till God came to
the rescue with an earthquake-tread and
frightened the heathens into better behavior.
I call special attention to Lydia because the
inspired record of her baptism embodies a
great teaching fact.

Thus God, instead of stopping to parley with-
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to bring their “ households ” with them, as did
Abraham and all the men who had been gath-
ered into the Church of God for two thousand
years. .

“ Show us the chapter and verse authorizing
such a change.”

We have shown the authoritative teaching
fact, which the Lord considered sufficient, and
which carries more weight with it than a dozen
statutes without an example. Statutes, how-
ever needful, are too narrow, shallow, and weak
to contain or convey the full meaning and
teaching power of God’s primary facts.

Thus females, regardless of age, are eligible
to baptism, and all that it involves, on the
same footing as the males. ‘

If Jewish females inherited their legal rights
and standing in the Church of God by virtue
of the circumcision of the eight-day-old baby
boys, who in maturity became their fathers,
now that such a standing under the Gospel is
not inherited in that way, but by personal bap-
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tism, they may surely, under God’s appoint-
ment, be brought to Jesus in baptism as early
in the morning of life as the circumcision of
the Jews.

“You have no doubt, then, about your right
to baptize a child?”

No. It is the only subject about which I
can have no doubt about its true relation to
God and fitness for baptism. «

“ Would you baptize an unconverted man?”

No; not if I knew the fact. I would try and
lead him to Christ—get him saved first.

“ Would you baptize a man at his request
who had been baptized in infancy?”

I would rather convince him that the cove-
nant obligations of one baptism unfulfilled
were enough for any soul to carry to the judg-
ment; with a pardon for such delinquency,
and future and final fidelity to his baptismal
covenant, no further ceremonial forms are
necessary.

A demand for rebaptism involves a reflec-
11
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tion on the validity of the first, whereas the
blame belongs to the subject, and the honesty
essential to true repentance will lead him to
confess it. '

“ But suppose the first baptism should be
defective through an adverse ¢ sntention’ on the
part of the priest administering it? "

Being a ceremony, and not of itself a “re-
generating ” or saving work, its validity de-
pends on the intention, or the future conduct
of the subject, and not on the intention of the
administrator. If a soldier is enlisted accord-
ing to law, and a proper record of it made, who
would ever stop to inquire about the intention
of the recruiting sergeant? On the other
hand, for a man after enlistment to refuse to
appear in the ranks or obey orders, and try
to claim rations, pay, and pension on the
ground of his enlistment, such a man would
be court-martialed and shot.

Your brother in Jesus, W. TAYLOR.

STEAMSHIP BESSEL, Aug. 27, 1880.



























