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A Faithful Legacy: Gratitude and Hope

By Michéle Miller Sigg

This special journal issue, a modest African Christian Biography “stew,” was
brewed with a rich seasoning of gratitude and hope from close friends and
collaborators of the Dictionary of African Christian Biography (DACB), facilitated
by JACB Associate Editor Jesse Mugambi.

In looking back on Jonathan Bonk’s legacy, these friends voiced their
gratitude for “Professor Jon’s” friendship, mentoring, and sensitive leadership
that influenced their vocation and sometimes shifted the course of their lives in
subtle or remarkable ways. As successor to Jonathan Bonk, I also am thankful for
all that I have learned from his example, his teaching, and his Christian character
ever since I took the position as project assistant in October 2000 at the Overseas
Ministries Study Center (OMSC). From that day forward, he faithfully provided
the necessary resources for the project, soliciting outside grants and harnessing
internal funding. The OMSC was a nurturing and protective environment.
Without it, the DACB would not have grown into what it is today.

In looking ahead, there is hope for the pioneering vision that he set
forth—a vision that was and continues to be a much needed addition to current
Western-dominated scholarship regulated by Western paradigms, educational
pedagogies, and philosophies. Now boasting a twenty-year track record, the
DACSB is a respected outsider among digital research projects—one that calls into
question the relevance and adequacy of current normative practices for Christian
scholarship brewed in an African pot.*® As Jesse Mugambi points out, the DACB
is forging an alternate path forward in the field of African Christian history.
Madipoane Masenya suggests that the core mission of the DACB offers insights
that can be extrapolated to other fields such as African biblical hermeneutics.

I am thankful for the commitment of the members of the Advisory
Council and the Executive Committee who have all, to a person, agreed to
continue this work together. They are part of the strong foundation Jon leaves to
carry on the task. Edison Kalengyo provides a good closing exhortation that puts
things into a larger perspective:

After his retirement, may the present collaborators continue to

build upon the solid foundation that he [Jon] has established. To
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God be the glory, great things He has done
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8 Expression borrowed from Agbonkhianmeghe E. Orobator’s book Theology Brewed in
an African Pot (Orbis, 2008).
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