
Boston University

OpenBU http://open.bu.edu

Boston University Theses & Dissertations STH Theses and Dissertations (pre-2014)

1902

The theology of Christian Science

https://hdl.handle.net/2144/47640

"Downloaded from OpenBU. Boston University's institutional repository."



TKe Tiieology of

Christian science.

hy

Albert A. Mason.

<



! 1

Books T-ead uP-on the sub.iec.t.

Pro.— « 
science and Health with key to the Scriptures.

(two hundredth edition ) tfrs. vary Baker G. Eddy. Quo­

tations from this book are marked by page upon which they 

may be found.

Christian Healing. Mrs. Mary Baker G. Eddy.

Christian science versus pantheism. " » ” “ "

Defence Of Christian Science. ” " ” n «

No And Yes. " " " ” "

Retrospection and Introspection. m « h « »

Christian Science not Pantheism. C. M. Barrows.

Christian Science In History. S.'J. Hanna.

Legal Aspect of Christian Science. * " ”

" » « » ■ H Edward A. Kimball.

Healing principles and Practice- Francis Lord.

Birds Eye view of Christian Science. Frank E. Mason.

Con.— ’

Anti-Christian Cults. A. H. Barrington.

Faith Healing, Christian Science and
Kindred Phenomena. J- M. BU(/kley.

Why I Am Not A Christian Scientist. Fred. Erdman.

I------Ghr±aJ-4aru-5c,l^nft. Wm. H, .p, Faunce. j
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Exposition Of Christian Science.

II tt n tt

Christian science, is It Safe?

0. P. Gifford.

w. 'A. "Purrlfigton.

N. T. U'hitta'ker.

Eddyism or Christian Science. Frederick W. Peabody

■lnt,r.od.ug.tQX.Y.«
Before entering upon the formal investigation of any

system of theology the way should be thoroughly prepared and 

the subject put in as clear a light as is possible. For rea­

sons that will appear, this is especially true of the system 

before us.

Christian Science is a fact. It claims and holds 

as its adherents several thousands of men and women. It is a 

Theological system. It holds its adherents by putting a 

claim of divine authority for its tenets. Among those who 

believe in its doctrine ar^ many who are of a high grade of in 

tellegince, and in their lives among men are characterized by 

honesty and virtue; for this reason the subject before us is 

worthy of respectful* consideration. Evidences are advanced t 

substantiate its claims. Such ev’dences should be carefully 

weighed without prejudice. If, however, after such careful, 

respectful and unprejudiced examination, the system is/found td
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be seriously at fault, the fact should be made knoTm and- its 

errors exposed.

The aim of the paper shall be to place in statements 

as lucid as possible, the teachings of Christian Science upon 

the subject of Theology: confining its contents so strictly to 

this object, as to touch other phases of its teaching only when 

they touch of are touched by this. It requires to be noticed 

however, that in this as in all strictly religious systems, th 

theological element enters so largely into the warp and vzoof of 

the entire system that it is next to impossible to leave un­

touched any Item of its teaching without rendering its theology 

incomplete. While thus attempting a thorough Investigation 

and presentation of this subject, it will be left for a sub- 

sequent effort or for some one else to deny or defend its prin­

ciples.

I XUs. jQlUlder Of Christian S-C-ieiLce.

The individual who is recognized, by the adherents 

of Christian Science^ as its founder, is Mary Baker G. Eddy- 

(Signature, appended to the preface of Science and Health with 

KSX to the ) Quoting from her own historical state­

ment we have the following:- '*In the year 1866 I discovered 

the Christ; science, the science of the mind and called :ft

M__ _ ____________ ____________ ____ _________________ ...



Christian Science. God had been graciously preparing me dur­

ing many years, for the reception of a final revelation of the 

absolute principle of scientific being and healing.*’ ** In 

following these leadings of scientific revelation, the Bible 

was ray only text boolc.” |

These statements are sufficient to indicate that the 

recognized founder of Christian Science claims to have been 
/

guided in her discovery by the teachings of the Bible: hence 

the scriptures, as recognized by the Christian world as of 
i 

divine authority are taken as at least a part of the founda­

tion upon which the superstructure of this religious system is 

built.

We noticed in her statement that she said, "God had 

been graciously preparing me during many years for the recep­

tion of a final reverlation-” This "final revelation/' re­

ceived and recorded, became a book, entitled Science and Healtt 

with K;ev to the Scriptures. It was first published in 1875, 

since which time it has been published in many editions, the 

one which will be quoted in this paper, being the "two hund- 

xadlhL."-

Il Jhe BgriPlures of Christian Science.

We have according to the above>.two volurans, vis



The Bible, and Science and Health, of equally divine authority, 

from which we may expect to derive full information upon the 

subject before-us. But before entering upon the investiga-' 

tlon of these sciences a few observations may not be incon­

sistent with the aim and place'of this paper.

1. These books, to be both of divine authority 

must be absolutely harmonious in contents and teaching.

Whether or not this is the case, may be seen b;

a careful comparison of the statements of _S.clerLCe and HsmtlX

and those of the Bible upon the 

Scl.euue__and Health.

P. 70. "Mortal matter or body, 

is but a false concept of mor­

tal mind.

p. 29. "Sin and sickness are 

identical." 

p. 185. "Death is but a mortal 

illusion."

same subjects.

Bible.

1 Cor. 6:19. "Your body is th 

temple of the Holy Ghost."

Ju. 9:3. "Jesus answered,nei- 
J

ther hath this (blind) man 

sinned, nor his parents, but 

that that the works of God 

should be made manifest in 

him.

Gen. 3:5. "God hath said. Ye 

shall not eat of it (tfSe 

fruit) neither shall ye touch
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it lest ye die."

P. 528. "Sin is an illusion. 1 Jo. 1:8. "If we say that we

have no sdn, we deceive our-

selves and the truth is not in

us."

By a study of the two booXs in the manner above in-

diGated, a thoughtful person may reach a satisfactory conclu-

Sion in regard to the-'harmony of their contents.

2. To be of divine origin Science and HeAltK must 1
be self-consistent in its contents and implications.

The Bible is recognized by the- Christian world as

being self.-Gonslstent. The author of Science and Health

maxes the same claim for her treatise. In the preface, she

says that she closed her college Oct. 29, 1889. in the height

of its prosperity with the deep-lying conviction that the next

.two years of her life should be given to the preparation for

the revision in 1891, of Science and Health. Whether- or not

this "final revelation" is now self-consistent the editions

previous to 1891 eould not have been, else the revision would

have been unnecessary. And whether it is consistent v/ith the

distinction usually made between the human and the divine, tha'
/

the-f'orme’r should be prepared to revise the final revelation of



the latter, it Is not within the province of this discussion to 

state.

3. The claim of the author that the system is one 

of divine revelation made through her must be substantiated or 

at least not disproved by outside evidence.

Mr. Frederick W. Peabody, a lawyer of Boston, in hisj 

Expose" of Edd-vism or Christian Scieucg, challenges Mrs. Eddy, 

or any one else to disprove the fact, that the system taught in 

Science and Health, is not,identical with that taught by a cer- 

tain Dr. Quimby, of whom Mrs. Eddy was an ardent disciple, and 

whom she proclaimed as the successor of Jesus, and by whose 

system she practiced, and healed diseases, prior to her alledg­

ed discovery of Christian science in 1866.

4. Should the foregoing be true,the earnest, hon­

est student can- for himself reach a decision in regard to the 

worthiness of the author of Science and Health to become a me­

dium, through a "final, divine revelation" should be given to 

man.

III. Our principle source of Information upon items to be cot 

sldered in connection with the study of this unique Theology, 

vis.- God, Man, matter, sin, sickness, death,etc. has some 

defniteness of statement, but yet leaves the expositor jn’bo at-



tempts to formulate from ttiese a definite creed, with no small 

task upon tils hands.

1. God.-

In the first place, the personality of 

God is denied. He is a principle rather than a person. P. 

181. ”If the term personal, as applied tO' God means infinite 

personality.then God is a personal being - in this sense, but 

not in the lovzer sense.” God cannot be less than man. He is 

more than man. In man personality is limited, if we Know all 

that is'to be Known of personality by Knowing men, then it 

follows that God is not a person. iThough not a person he 

loves, wills, plans, executes, and all things that to human 

thought forms the essence of personality, but an infinite mind 

and a finite form do nor cannot coalesce, p lo.

God is the creator, the maKer of all things, p. 18o 

He made all that ^was made P.- 125. He is not the author of 

sin, drror, sicKness: these are illusions.” “Nothing be­

sides God possesses existence. P. 226. God is aspirlt. "Spjrl 

the synonym of nd nd - soul or God, is substance - The only 

real substance. 464.

The attributes of God, which are called "spiritual 

verities, or the verities of spirit,“are omnipotence, omni-



Intelligence - the Infinite mind, the triune principle -or life 

birth, love-called God.** P. 465.

God is the soul of man* The proper use of the wore 

soul can always be gained by substituting the word God when the 

delfic meaning is required. P. 478. His children, men, are 

immortal with him. This leads us to consider more minutely 

the teaching of this religion upon the subject of

2. Man.-

s without an image of Himself God would be £
I I

nonentity without a proof of his nature. P. 199. spiritual | 

man is the idea of God- The infinite Idea of Infinite spirit 

the spiritual image and likeness of God»” The full representa*-- 

tlon of mind." P. 582. This idea of God cannot be separated j 
from its divine principle.. He saves instead of pardons men.

He creates and governs all through mind. He determines the 

gender of His own ideas. '*ln'man God’s personality is re­

flected not transmitted. P. 510. Kfen and angels are the 

spiritual reflections of God;the glossory definition of the 

latter being "Gods thoughts passing to man, spiritual intui­

tions, the Inspiration of goodness, purity, and immortality, 

giving the lie to evil sensuality and mortality.

■ Man is more than a material form with a mindf*inside, 

whi^: mus±j escape from lts envirQnments in order to- survive
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r
death. • He reflects infinity and Includes in this reflection 

the universal idea of God. Man is the reflection of God: His 

eternal reflection. Before' time was he was thus reflecting Hin

His thoughts were the thoughts of God: for ha possessed only

a God-consciousness. By his self-assertion he becomes sep­

arated from God, as has been pictured in parable found in 

Genesis. He loses his God-consciousness and creates for him­

self a new mental state. He becomes self-centered and sel­

fish. And having new conceptions creates for himself a new 

material world, real to him but unreal to God, till through 

this his thoughts are known to God, who made the very inter­

ests of his heart. Man is limited in hiS. knowledge, and can 

understand only such of the thoughts of God as he may chose to 

reveal, or such thought of his fellow men as are exposed. Mai 

simply reflects the likeness of his maker. A face is reflect­

ed in a mirror, there is no corporality in the mirrowed form. 

So man like all things else belongs to God and his Life is the 

principle above him, not his own body. "Jesus was the high­

est corporeal concept of the divine idea rebuking and destroy- 

error, bringing to light man's immortality.

S. Matter.-
/

The glossorv definition of matter P. 285;

-jts ejLveD An full as follows.



Matter* Mythology: mortality: another name for 

mortal mind*, illusion: intelligence and mortality, life result­

ing in death and death in life; sensation in the sensationless: 

mind originating in matter: the opposite of’ truth: the oppo­

site of Spirit: the opposite of God; that of which immortal 

mind takes no cognizance: that which mortal mind sees,- feels, 

hears,tastes and smells only in belief. P. 282.

Thlsl’sthe illusion that man,God's idea, asserting 

himself, created for himself. It is really unreal. It does 

not exist, except as an illusion of mortal mind. The rever- | 

sable proposition, P. 7. which says, **nothlng is matter - mat­

ter is nothing” is a reverlation given from God's point of 

view. God is unlimited and "knows the secret intentions of 

man's heart, but He cannot know matter since it is but an il­

lusion. Matter is much to man, but it is nothing to God.

It hunts man in many ways, but to God it has no existence.

All belonging to matter there is non-existent. The inanimate 

objects about us, books, buildings, lands and what not, which 

go to make up civilization are but the expression of man's 

thought. They did not exist before man. They do not now ex* 

cept as- the illusions of mortal mind, to God all of these 

things are unreal. They became so to Christ when he emptied



tiimself and made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 

the form of a ser/ant: then asserted himself, he mastered his 

man made environment putting sin to death in the flesh to 

teach the reality of God and the unreality of matter. To 

Christ matter became then as unreal as to God. It becomes so 

to the Christian scientist. vaterial life sins at every step, 

incurs divine displeasure, would XIH -Jesus to get rid of 

troublesome truth, material beliefs would slay the idea of 

spirit whenever and wherever it appears. P. 534. 
!

4. sin.-

This is also an illusion of mortal mind.

It is unreal to God. It is due to a belief in matter, which 

is unreal. "It is the shadow cast by one’s standing with 

his back to God. This shadow is dispelled by facing about to­

ward God. It is destroyed by the attonement, since this des-|

destroys the belief in matter. P. 324-5. ' capacity to 

sin is not created by God. P. 471. Nor is man made capable 

of sin by God. It all results from the self assertion of man, 

God’s idea, creating for himself an unreal world to correspond 

with his state, produced by his self-assertion. These are 

the illusions which aesus destroyed. P. 64. They vzould van­

ish entirely could their nothingness be seen. P. 476. (



5. Sloknegs and Healing.

Sickness is also an illusion. ‘*a form of

insanity. P. 406. “Tlie sick, through belief, have induced 

their own stiff joints and cramped muscles.” P. 401. If poi­

son is taken, a few persons believe the portion taken to be 

harmless, but the vast majority of man kind believe it to be 

poison. The result is controlled by the majority.” P. 70.

Such is the influence of mind, or belief that that which would I 

be harmless is made false in its effects. "Belief produces 

disease, expose the body to certain temperatures and belief 

says you create cold and have catarrh, but no such result oc­

curs without mind to demand and produce it.” P. 3 -5. "Damp 

atmosphere and freezing snow empurpled"t^^plump cheeks of our 

ancestors, but they never indulged In the refinement of on- 

flamed bronchial tubes because they were as ignorant as Adam 

before he ate the fruit, of false knowledge, of the existence 

of such things as tubes and troches, lungs and lozenges." P.68J 

Accidents should be declared unreal,they to are the product ofj 

thought. ■ "When an accident happens,you think or exclaim, "I an 

hurtl” Your thought is more powerful than your words, more 

powerful than the accident itself, to make the injury real." 

p. 396. Surgery in those cases is to be improved in coming



time . "until th© advancing age admits th© officjenQy and suf­

ficiency of mind it is better toleaxe-the adjustment of bro'ken 

bones and and dislocations to the fingers of the surgeon, while 

you confine yourself chiefly to mental reconstruction and the 

prevention of inflamation and protracted confinement. Space 

has no influence in the causeing ofl disease by mental action 

of another, and poison can be administered jjx absenti a simply 

by mental processes. By this method all of the dread, effects 
e

Of animal magnetism are produced. in the first edition of 

"Science and Health** published in 1875, Mrs. Eddy said P. 123.

"In coming years th© person or mind that hates his 

neighbor will not need to traverse hjs fields, to destroy his 

flocks and herds, and spoil his vines, .or enter his house to 

demoralize his household: for the evil mind will do it through 

mesmerism: and not jaroPTld personal be seen committing the 

deed'. *'

The above with many othbr references show the be­

lief in' th© power of mesmerism,' to cause its effects on vic- 

Itims at a distance.

Fortunately however the art of mind healing has a 

corresponding modus operand!, and in spite of space Is g^le to 

exercise its healing Influences.

Healing in general consists in the denial of sick-
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sin, which terms are used

The healer by the power 

the patient to the denial 

The art is taught by much

I ".afflmg.9. and JjeAltJH* ”

II)

II 
almost synonymously in many J 

of mind striving to bring thejj 

of the hypothesis, that he 1^| 

and thorough Instruction in | 
fl 
I 
)i

ness or 

places, 

mind of 

sich.


