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li
THE CHURCH AS A SOCIAL CENTER i

s 

The Origin and the Growth of this Idea.

Upon reading these words,’’The Church as a Soc- } 

ial Center,’’one might be led to ask concerning how 
( 

late an invention this idea is in the field of religion. 

Who has taken this .advanced step in attempting to de-^ 
'i 

fine religion 4n social terms? IVhat a turning from ' |, 

the old paths is this in the mixing of religion with 

the affairs of this life? The questioner needs to 

have brot'to his-mind the fact that true religion 

. has always been social in character,and to be defined* 

in social terms is only the expression of its true 
I 

nature. Religion has been caused to live in an un­

natural element when its distinctive social nature 

and function.have been denied it. The claim is to 

be made today that the attempt to socialize the church 

and the gospel which it preaches is not an effort to 

enter a bypath,nev^ and untrod,but rather has for its , 

; purpose the restoration of the things of religion to J 

the' place they have always been Intended to fill. 

The contention is then that a social religion is not 

a creation of the modern mind,but has its roots in ’



the far distant past.

If you will allow yourself to be taken back
1 

to the days of the early dawn of man’s history proof! 

willeven there be found of this fact. The Semitic " 

peoples traced to their beginnings and early home ■'

on the continent of Asia are found to have been a | 

religious people. The social nature of their relig­

ion, was its distinctive characteristic, ^t is to

be noticed that with them the saving of their indi- I' 

vidual souls had small importance in comparison with, 

the things which concerned their everyday lives in 2

their relationships with each other. While it is

true that in those early days
f 

the forms of religion

were crude and would come far
(

short in measuring up

to our present day standards,yet there was a social
.1 

germ present. t

A community of these early Semitic people had 

a God from whom they believed themselves to be phys-' 

ical descendants. The god was the father of them ali
I 

and in this family relationship the tribe or commun-L 
r 

ity united at stated times in a common meal,during 

which food was offered to the god and of which they ‘
4 

believed he partook when they saw the blood which

they poured soak into the ground or the smoke from



a sacrifice di-sappear in the air. Into their relig-i
f 

ion they brot the things of their everyday lives. *| 
'I

Of the god they asked help against their enemies, 
counsel in matters of national difficulty,or a sent-l 

ence of justice when a case betv/een individuals was

too hard for them to decide. The social side of the>’ 
4 

religion of these people showed itself in the devel­

opment which it gave to the idea of brotherhood in 

the community,the hospitality to strangers for which*

it stood,and in the belief that suffering,from what-, 

ever caused,affected the whole cdmmunity and not *{ 

simply individual's. S

” These were the days long before the birth of ,
* i

X Christianity thru the advent of Christ yet Christ- ’

ianity,and the Judaism which preceded it do not dis-t 
t ?
’’ agree with the social emphasis of this earlier form i

■' of religion. The Hebrews thru whom Christianity came 
3

were a division of these Semitic peoples and their |
I 

religion at the beginning of their history shows the*
i ■ li

marks of the same social stamp. These people,like K
, the other branches of the family of Semites,were 'coJ 

J posed
^of tribes or clans,twelve in number. The wandering

’I >*
•f life which was theirs at first caused them all to ’

live on the same social plane. With them all social 

I



soolai- questions were religious questions. There j* 

was no separation between them. The Jewish relig- ■’ 

ion in its most early forms had in mind the bringing 

of the things which concerned the daily life of the
I 

tribe under its care. The affairs of the secular ’
» 

lives of these people-their personal relationships, j 

the caring for the weak, sanitation, the securing of

justice,and all such,were not only matters of soc- 

ial concern but of religious as well, v;© are to con-4

tend that this is the real function of religion to- 
s 

day. _ j

It is true that this conception of religion ] 

among the Hebrews did not. stay in the forefront. It '

did not become dominant. It failed to reach its

fullest expression for the same reason that a soc­

ialized religion has failed to gain the ascendency 

in modern times. New elements became Injected into 

the life and thot of the people which resulted in 

hindering religion in following its ideal. In the

1
1

H

II
first place when the tribes of Israel reached their 

‘1 
new homes in Canaan some became cultivators of the '!

soil while others took up their abode in the cities.’’
1'

The inevitable result of this was that social chang-j 

es came. Some of the people,being stronger, succeede'h



'i more than others. Private property began to devel- ’j
J 5
,1 op,and social distinetions between people made. As .I. ’
■I the lives of men gained in material things it became’’

r '
5 harder for them to see themselves as one people

fl
which the complete solidarity of their former lives J

had made possible. When the time of the kings had J
’ P

arrived a greater separation between the classes

was manifest. The result was that upon the death of 

Solomon,Israel's third king,the nation experienced a’'

1 revolution. Yet regardless of this fact the history”

1■' of the Hebrews to the time of the captivity is a J

J story of the growth of royal and aristocratic power
' i'

* at the expense of a less fortunate people. It i 

could only mean a severe social struggle,the traces | 

•! of which are clearly marked in the writings of the i 

prophets. "I * |>
I There is also to be noticed moving along by If

' the side of this economic advancement a religious 
i 

conflict. The aristocratic classes of Israel still
1

remained religious but their religion became of

' quite a liberal type. They came to the place where

'■ they saw no objection to giving the worship of Baal-

” im,the gods of the region before the Hebrews came to^

I
[i make it their home,an equal footing among them with |



* J

1, li

■I the worship of Je*hovah. The more exclusive certain I
I s

5] groups became the less was true religion able to i, J
5 function and the more did it lose its true signif- «1 

icance in the thinking of the people. Those who
it [|

claimed to be its possessors made it impossible for

' religion to assert its largest life and to show its I

J true nature. Fundamentally its purpose was to functi 
'■ ion along the great social lines of the life of the^

P3
JI people and to put every man on an equality with his < 
h
d neighbor. The prophets of the Old Tes,ta,ment pleaded, 
ii
j for this very thing. They rebuked the ruling classed

k
J for their greed. They called for* true righteousness

) and repeatedly emphasised that formal religion couldij 
5 {

never take the place of justice.

! Wh1at about the attitude of Jesus in regard to {«

his gospel being applied along social lines'? Is it ..
•1

’ pleasing to him at this day to have his gospel made I 
Ji i’
i| a social message for this life and his church active J» 
I
I in touching the various phases of the life of the ,
if community? The Master was surely interested in the | 

things which were contained in the lives of the peop-^

.f 
, le with whom he came in contact, ^e had knowledge o^* 

the poor,the sick,the afflicted and the oppressed of | 

, his day. Ke ever ministered unto such. It was his |

■ It....................... J

I
1' !d •
3
I)



I 1
 ’ .................................. . -^.-".■■r   ,  

I purpose to bring.kingdom of God to this earth. To ? 
;! 

accomplish this the whole social life of man is in- i 
I I
evolved. Jesus did not alm'directly in getting peop- “ 
^le home to heaven,but rather in getting their lives j

jhere on earth in harmony with heaven. "Thy kingdom

come,Thy will be done,as in heaven, so on earth, "was “J 
‘1 

ahis prayer. '•
.1

Let us look at some of Jesus teachings in an ;!
J
'effort to discover a social emphasis in them. A rich

,young ruler came to him one day with a desire to know I

■Ithe way of eternal life. Jesus found that as an in- ,1

J dividual he was living a good life.. There was but on^
I* 

ilrequest made of him,and that was to go share his many

possessions with the poor of the earth. He would then

"be qualified to enter upon that path of righteousness

^which his heart desired. The Master would put into 

jthe religion of this man a touch of human life such 
j 
'as he had never had before. J

i| 
The Pharisee was a religious aristocrat. He '

I 
could see only himself. The Master’s use of unvarn­

ished terms in heaping eondemnation upon him helps us 

to see how far short this individual came in the es-
■I 

timate of Jesus, "Thpu shalt love the Lord thy God",

said Jesus,and upon this both he and the Pharisee
 



agreed, but they separate the next moment when Jesus 
p 

adds,thou shalt also ’’love thy neighbor as thyself.”' 
'I 

To the Pharisee religion meant God and one man,but to 

Jesus it meant God and two men,for it included a man’g 

neighbor. In other words for the Pharisee religion 

was ego-centric,for Jesus it was socicz-centric.

Jesus was a very sociable man/ Me desired to 

come into sympathetic touch with human life. It was « 

not hard for him to fall into conversation with people.
1 

There was no life into which he refused to enter. He 

kcould talk with the sinful woman at the well,he went . 

fto dine at the home of a despised tax gatherer,the
I 1
gospels speak of him being at social meals. He wanted

1 
people to be neighbors and brothers and he set the ex- 

ample. There was no distinction of classes in the i 

mind of Christ. Me came from the common people and ' 

championed their cause by ever calling for freedom, •* 

eqality,and brotherhood among men. Re came as a ser-l
.1 

vant and men were considered great by him to the ex- * 
" ■! 
tent which they possessed this same characteristic. 'i 

Dr.W.M.Thomson paints a beautiful picture when he say^ 

of Christ,’’With uncontrolled power to possess all,he 

owned nothing. Re had ho place to be born in but a-

■lUother man’s stable,no closet to pray in but the



wilderness,no place to die but on the cross of an
7 

enemy,and no grave but one lent by a friend."-:,-

The view of Jesus embraced the v/hole of life j 

and its needs,all of which he connected closely with i| 

his gospel. He gives us a picture pf the judgment ’’ 
It 

day scene and shows how eternal values are reckoned 
M 

on the basis of the extent to which his gospel had 

a social application here in the world. Those whose i- 
1 

religion had led them to the sick,the hungry,the nak­

ed,the strangers,and the imprisoned,heard the words, f 
cl s 

"Come ye blessed of my Father,inherit the kingdom 
> 

prepared for you-? And this inheritance was denied *• 

to those whose religion had not led them along these ‘ 

lines. *
I 

That his church should render a service in <1 

things social is certainly pleasing to Christ. In- .1
I 

stead of preparing men to live in another world we 

are coming to see that the great need is to prepare ? 

them to live in this one. Instead of thinking of the! 

kingdom of God somewhere at some future time we want , 
j. 

to bring it to eariih and enthrone it in the present 

social order. Jesus would teach the church that in '* 

order to save its own life it must be willing to lose} 

it in service for others, .le would have men use his '
I 

"Land and the Book",?.407. i



1 gospel and go out to deal with the things that are -

in an attempt to make them what they ought- to be. I 

! We,as the followers of the Master,are to disrobe re-I
1 I

j! ligion of its otherv/orldliness and take it out among!

men to have it help solve the practical problems i 

' of life. I
J

; ’:7hy has not the church more largely entered
II

this field? Religion,down thru time,has never been

' able to keep away from itself strange forms of ex- n
J

pression. It has been made to render service upon tj

1 foreign soil. As a result its social hearing upon 1
life has been lost sight of at times. At the very !!

s S
I beginning,when Christ closed his life on earth,his
• followers began to expect his visible return and the I 

si
Sj beginning of his reign here. What were the things j 
i of this life to such a people? They could now go

!i 
j for s. and an heavehly order was about to come.
i . 1
, Even when this failed to materialize men still clung ■,

to the idea that the attainment of heaven was the on-^

, ly thing to be sought,and that the things of this
<

life were an hindrance to this end. Many entered the' 

monastic form of life,denied themselves the world, |i 

I and subdued every claim of the physical life in ordei^ 
j that the spiritual might receive its greatest devel-J



■i opraent. Christianity was made unreal. Men sought ''

I salvation in the silence and twilight of the cloister,; 
r '

instead of out in the activities and daylight of lifel
’ f

The religion of Christ was denied to this extent its
1'

true field of action. b

The time came also when Christianity was thrown^

’’ into speculative molds. Its heart was taken from it

-I
while It was defined in terms of the intellect. Theot

jj logical and philosophical diseussions were now the |

•j
order of the day. All the catergories of religion }1

Iwere put thru rational processes for men wanted to sI
’philosophize. But the heart of man failed to be sat-j
" 1 
isfied thru any such means.

«• I
I The organization of Chri-stianity in the church •, 

,.has helped to hinder the social message of the gos- ' 

^pel at times. The church has made an effort to edu- 
4 11

cate its constituency in Christian living and has
.1

ac-

'complished great things. But manycchurches have come 

jjto the place where their biggest job is to maintain

themselves. The organized church has often concen­

trated its social interest in the people directly con-jj 
I 

,|nected with it and has failed to see the religious 
lvalues of the social order outside of its walls. j! 

i »
iChurches have,in many instances,been made up of a



special class of people who seemingly have been un- ,)

I able to see that the gospel is f'or the most lowly of j 

men. i
» I
i Down thru t'he years there have been those who 

H
J have continually emphasised the gospel's social char-, 

' acter in the face of these and other difficulties. j 

; Today voices are being raised by the people of every J 
' faith in a plea for the churches to make of themselve| 

’ social centers in their communities and to heve their!

gospel apply to the whole life of the people in their

I midst. The social conception of the kingdom h§is beenj

1 advanced by the modern spirit, Every constructive 

force in the religious field of the present day has ; 

it for its iijfieda^r The historiaal study of the Bible j

‘Ji I
i* has given what the book has to say a new meaning. j

The churches today which are possessed of the social t

I 
;j viewpoint are the ones which are really alive and renr 

! dering the largest service for the kingdom.

J The Present Day Showing Its Need.

One cannot ponder long upon this subject with- »

1 out coming to feel that there is great need today of ! 
q
'j a socialized church. The days in which we are living' 

■J are vastly different from those in which our grand- | 
ji I
S fathers ,lxved^^^No thlnking- mind will. deny=-that-^^



Christianity today must adapt itself to meet con­

ditions which were not in existence then. It is the J 

same Christianity which they had in the past hut it 

is called upon to meet a new need which this new day I- 

has produced. jj

The present day calls the church to assert an S 

interest in all of the things which make up the everj^} 
ii 

day life of the people. There is a call for the chu^ 

to present a concrete gospel. It is necessary to ge^ 

religion out of the field of theory and emotion into 
11 

that of the doing of practical deeds. Today is show-: 
i' 

ing the need of a gospel with a program,which will 

minister unto the social,economic,and even the polit- 

ical life of the people.

The church has suffered because it has failed 

to contribute to the social life of its people. The '■ 

human heart naturally seeks association with its fel-1 

lows,and the hour of recreation,amusement,or enter- 
'i 

tainment is a legitimate desire. There must be some- 

thing in every life to help lighten the drudgery of 
'i 

toll and the cares which every day brings. Multitudes 

feel the need of giving their evenings over to the pur 

suit of some form of pleasure. Every normal life de­

sires it. The church has never entered this field to



I the extent that it should. The recreational needs o:^

the people have been turned over to other agencies

and have been put upon a commercial basis. The church

i has given itself to the preaching of the gospel one *11
day in the week and informing the people what they 

r
must not do if they are to save their souls. We

1 
would not have any less of the gospel preached but the 

need is for the church not to make this the end of
II

its activities. The pulpit is unceasingly trying to '•
' I
,, impress people,and here the matter often stops,while

1
. the crying need remains for the church to get its

fa
. people to put into operation some great expressional <| 

activities. The church has,to a greater or less de- * 

gree,condemned dancing and card-playing,but what has *'
t 

it done to contribute a form of social life which will
* - I
i take the place of these? And until the church can pro-
I
II duce social activities for its young people which will
'i J
' be a positive contribution toward the satisfying of f

1 1'
their social natures,there is little ground for con- |

*
I demnation on the part of the church. If dancing and

! 
card playing are wrong then it is the business of the’ 

church to see that the growing youths are given an jj.

■' opportunity to express their lives in the right way.

■» It is farcical simply to say to them,be good and come'



•1 hear a sermon every Sunday. ,
When is the church going to save the people? j

!J Is it going to he trot about by the church simply
4 li

throv/ing open its doors each Sunday for those thus 1 
.1 I'

minded to come and upon the hearing of a sermon re-

turn home again? Present indications are that multi-, 

tudes will never be saved unless the church takes a i 

new viewpoint in regard to them. ’Why is it today , 

that so many people feel that the church is of small •
’’ I

consequence to them? Is it because they are such '
.1

{ rank sinners that nothing standing for good appeals

to them? A thousand times,no. In many of their cases,»

it is the fault of the church. They shall be reached, 
•!

they shall be saved,when the church as a love-servant!

becomes willing to show an interest in all of the thihgs
I

1 which combine to make up their lives.
If

The church must open its doors more than one day k

of the week. There is need today that the church be'■ J
‘I ‘
I’an organization concerning itself with the temporal as

i
.well as the spiritual affairs of its people. It must. 
4

‘'make an effort to apply its gospel to the concrete 
' I
problems of life. If a just and living wage is neede| 

by some of the people,if sanitabyiconditions in the ‘ 
h *
'community are bad,if some are compelled to live in "

i
1



unfit houses, if some measures for the preservation of^
•J 

the health of the people are needed,it is the job of , 
• b

the churqh’s gospel to apply itself to the helping of 

these things. Its ideal must be the making of the 

community such a place where every one,even the most ‘ 

lowly,will have opportunity given them to live a
a 

normal life. 'j

There are people in every community who feel 

that the church does not care for them. They have ? 

drawn this conclusion because the church has never ' 
•{ 

given them any evidence that the opposite is true. 

What chance has the gospel in such lives? The church! 

must show the people that it cares for them;it must 
shov/ them that it cares how and under what conditions 

I 
they are living;it must show them that it cares con- 

cerning the troubles which they have;it must show a , 

desire to contribute tothe joy and happiness of their' 

lives thru social intercourse. Let any man come to ’ 

feel that the church which is in his midst is inter­

ested in the things which concern his life,let him '* 

feel that this church is working for a larger life ' 

for him and his children,it is then that the gospel 
f’ 

of Jesus Christ will spaak to him a welcome language.

With the church making itself interested in ?



community affairs there is a need today that it be- i 

come a center where the things affecting the commun­

ity life might be thot over and discussed. Here i
I 

people might be brot together on a basis of equalityi 
i 

to think in community terms. Not only could public j 

sentiment be aroused on any matter thot to be of 

portance,but the church has the power,as no other 

organization,to Inject into such questions a rellg- ji 

ious stimulus. |

I
The present day is showing the church that soc>| 

ial service is one of its tasks. It is one of its ! 

tasks if the church is to keep alive. The church i!
Il 

which spends the most of its time in an effort to
I 

keep in existence is surely in a condition which ' 

approaches death. The live church is not the one
I 

which is being served by a faithful few but rather ‘ 
' »I

the one which is itself serving the many. Instead j 

of building the church up out of the community we ’J 

must see that the community is to be built up out of'■ 

the church. The church is not to exist for itself, ' 
with this for its ideal it will only die,but let it ! 

prove that it stands for the purpose of entering into’ 

the life of the people in its midst,it will then 

come to its largest life. When the people of the 



community see that the church has this viewpoint 

their hearts will respond to its call. Let the church
Si 

serve the people in both their religious and social
iS 

needs,and let it be seen to that these social needs i* 
ij 

are not neglected by it,and as a result a people willg 
r 

be raised up with strong feelings of obligation with--' 
in them for the church which has ministered unto themf

I 
We often see individuals who hold the church in high i:

I! 
regard because of its ministry to them in an hour of

I 
sorrow or trial which came to them. But the church

>1 
must not wait until the clouds have gathered for an • 

opportunity to minister to human needs. This sort isj;
I 

not its only kind of service. The church needs to gel:, 

upon the scene at an earlier time than this. Today i| 

showing a need for the church to enter into the commu^ 

ity life,and with true religion as a background,apply 
. ■> 

itself in the direction of bettering the comditions |. 

which are there. Hake the human conditions of life 2 
ri 
ft 

better and much is done toward clearing the path over.j 

which the religion of Christ will come.
il 

The waning interest found in many churches will J 
ft 

revive,empty pews become full,and the support of ?

ii 
the church by the people found to be a good invest- j, 
mentjWhen the church decides that its task is to 1*



in an effort b 
1 
•f

needed be-

action for

I individual Christians*. Personal religion can only

come to its greatest expression when its functions
-1 ii
I in social relationships. Individuals are only poss-’i
' I

essed of a spiritual selfishness who do not realize

that the largest life for religion can only come to ’
:! " 

them as they share their lives with others. The j

'j church,to be effective,must do more business. It ,

I must point out to its membership forms of Christian

I activity. The followers of Christ today have too '
'} ’
i little to do in helping advance his cause. There are

t many people in the church who would like to be of us^

and would gladly toil in this field, but many times

■’ the church has no definite program and is not trying,’

to complete any special task, ilence it is unable to S 

supply every man and woman with a job. In many in- '

'I
(, stances there is little for an individual to do otheA

than listen to sermons. Euch splendid talent is goirig

ji to waste in the pews because the church has not a
II
J field of operation of sufficient size to give all J 

„ employment in gathering the harvest. The harvest I

apply itself to the things of this life 

to make them what they ought to' be.

Then also this social emphasis is

cause it will make possible a course of



is truly great but the preachers are trying to gather 

it alone. The church entering the field of community
ft 

service means employment for the people of the church’.
‘i 

It means Christianity expressing its true nature,that 

of service;it means the keeping alive of the spirit of
1 

Christ in the heart of the individual;it means the 1; 

reaching and helping of hundreds more to a better li^e.
IS 

Every communityis different yet there are none tl 
•j 

which do not have a need and there are none in which 
tl 

the church cannot act along some social lines. In 

the places where community surveys have been made ant^ 

conditions studied it is surprising the facts which * 

have been unearthed and the need which has been shown*.
»• 

Nothing perhaps has done more to impress upon the 8 
f 

church the need of social service than the sjudy of J 

the actual conditions which exist in the communityi 

How many children are not attending Sunday School?

How many parents practically never attend church?

How many people in the community are living in need 

of one form or another? How are the young people 
getting their amusement? Does the church know? '' 

} 
These are a very few of the things v/hich every church.

can find out about the community where it is. The H 
i| 

church which will go to the trouble of securing the



§

facts in regard to such matters will have brot fore-'! 
3 

ibly home to it the need of a social gospel. {
. j 

-I 
Its Possible Field of Operation Today, ''x

Upon the church becoming aroused of this need j) 

the question comes what can be done toward putting

into operation these new convictions. What can be 

dons will depend upon the character pf the community , 

and the needs v/hich are there. While every community 

presents its own problems yet there is no church

but that cart apply Itself to some form of social bet­

terment, ’
1 

All during the past women have taken a large /
1 

part in the life of the church. It is even so at the

present day. With the social viewpoint what might ' 

the women of a church do? The work which naturally 

falls to them is with thw women and children of the 

community. What a united band of women,with service'' 
it 
ii

as their ideal,could accomplish) Let the women of |i 

the churches of any community unite to uplift the soc^- 

ial conditions of their kind,and work to this end, '' 

•f 
large- results cannot help but come. Why cannot the 

1 
women of a church let such a noble task as this be ’

their recreation and a channel of pleasure to their 

lives? We are to reali-ze-that we aipe--t-rulyd.i’ving



’* ourselves as we help some one else to live. 
1 i{1 ■>
; The service we wish to point out consists of jj

'!
'1 something more than an occasional gift of food to thd 
i
i poor or the bestowal upon them of our cast off clothing.

Those' who are not classed among the poor have needs
’ *1

which must be ministered unto. Their are women whose

' greatest need is a woman friend who will come in the .
!

;1 name, of the Master and sit in sympathy by their side., 
! >1

ji There are mothers who long for the touch of another

hand and another heart for a short time to beat v/ith

‘ theirs giving them a new courage and spirit to take

s up again the tasks of life. There are those who are 
fi

; ill,there is the stranger within our gates,there are.)
[ I' I

< the young women employed by the various industries, j 

J there are the aged -women,and may we speak it softly, j 

'* yet solemnly, there are the women who have come from

I foreign shores to make their homes and to rear their

' children in our midst. Women of the Christian church, 

is it not to be spokento our shame that all of these.)

S have been too much neglected? The church has taken j 

1 all too few steps in ministering unto them. We have‘J 

'■ I
done our duty,we feel,toward the burdened mother by r' Ii; saying we are sorry for herjit is concluded that the I 

J *1
J stranger must launch out and make her own friendships; 
tj  . I

a



’1 we decide that the young woman toiling in the factory' 
if *
j will make good anyway if she has it in her;we are re-J

jj 
leased from further obligation to the aged if we ask a

■ ’
! concerning them occasionally;and as for the woman of t! p
I it

foreign birth,who does not know our language well,nori

understand our ways,thots of her never cross the thre,‘sh

f old of our minds. Yet Jesus came to save all people 
!' S
•I and we are his followers. ‘

The Ladies Organization of the church needs a | 

ij 
.5 vision to see what might be accomplished thru organ- P 
f - !
JJ ized friendly visiting. With such a program they '

i; 
would come to see what the needs of the homes are and*

.]
4 under what conditions children are being reared. 
»
' They would see what are the obstacles hindering the 

proper development of home life,and what are the I
.1 

, forces in the community having a bad influence over 
■t child life;. Such visiting in the name of the church^ 

would put religion in sympathetic touch with social -I

I conditions in relation to the home and would cause 

some plans to be made for making things better. And

;i ''many would be the people in whose hearts would arise
t ?
" a love for the church because the church has now proV-

ij 
en that it is interested in them. J

? V/hat could a Young Peoples Society do? There ''



’!
.1
■I I'

- JHT-Tr.TT--- . .... r,—J-__ ’ “Jj

, are surely great possibilities for it along social

' lines. It should furnish large opportunity for the 1

.1 recreational life of young people. They must have 
i,

some sort of social life. Is the church going to lefl 
' ?

outside agencies furnish it for them? If so the i' 

![ church need not wonder why the young people of the | 

F 1'
) community are estranged from it. ^Thether we want to'i 
5

, believe it or not it appears true that young men and?

I women at this day will never be drawn to the church « 

I thru the preaching of sermons on Sunday. Let the g 

J <!
I* church see to it that a continual contriburion is made 
' , i:
I- to their social natures and they will be found quite

I willing to listen to the right kind of sermons. The*' 

' 1^ 
j Young Peoples Society must not wait until outsiders j 

J come to its meetings ,they must be gone after,and 

j given as intense and interesting a social life as the, 

I world gives,but at the same time holding before them i 
I I
' great religious ideals. Young people will gladly

l' come to the church when the church is willing to give}

I them what their natures legitimately crave. I
'1

J The young people can also help the church serve

>: the community in other ways. Let them see that the i!
. 1!

.! church lawns are kept in good condition and flowers 

planted around the church. Secure permission to 5



plant flov/ers at the rail-way stations,the school 

houses,and other public places. Create a sentiment'’ *1 

in the community for every home to keep green lawns] 

and clean side-walks. Have the planting and care o4

shade trees encouraged. See to it that every pile ,i 
4

of refuse in the community is removed and that no 
p 

unsanitary places are allowed. A united young peop*

le are able to get behind a movement to make the to\Vn 
Ji

a beautiful place. But what has this to do with re-jf 

ligion? Simply thru such a course as this,or a sim-J
k 

ilar one,would show the community that the church
J 

is serving it and that the church is interested in j
■I 

it. There would be but one result if such a program 

were carried out-the people would become intensely ' 

interested in the church,and the church would have '

a hearing for its message. Let the church show ,* 

that it exists for the community,the people will ■,
*1 

then always have a place for it in their lives, |

The Sunday School is only beginning to enter 
s

its real field of service. We are realizing more J

and more that the way to save the world is to save 
I

the young. There is no way for the church to save 

them for the right kind of a future only by having 
<1

much to do with their developing lives. The ^mnday



School could conduct a play ground in the summer 

and have those in charge whowould see that the child^- 

ren are surrounded by wholesome influences. The chuhch t 

should consider the child from the very beginning of*’ ,1 

its life and planto keep its life surrounded with rer 

ligious influences. The Sunday School can afford toj 

make use of a gymnasium, or similar place, for the boy's 

to congregate and enjoy the^iselves. Pool rooms,bowl­

ing alleys and such places are glad to have them,while 
i( 

the church is contented to keep its doors locked. | 

The Sunday School must not neglect golden opportuni-^ 

ties to put religion into the lives of the young.

There is little to be hoped for unless the Sunday 1 
School can get away from the idea that one hour on !

Sunday is sufficient for this purpose. A religious 

social life conducted in a competent manner would 

only result in the upbuilding of the Sunday School, 

There are many possible forms of community service f 
1 

open to the Sunday School which are used all too 

little. A reading room might be furnished supplied ' 

with the best magazines and other reading. Lectures' 

on educational subjects could be given as well as edr 

ucational moving pictures. Gymnasiums,play-grounds,' 

game rooms,athletic teams,tennis courts,contest games,



picnics,and frequent free sociables,are only a few 3 
d

of many definite v;ays in which the Sunday School can 
n b
’! minister to community needs.- Some one says such *'

things would be expensive. It is true but results
* t
> would be secured which would malce the expense worth

>1 
b while. »

J t.

■ A. Wisconsin pastor«-in a town of one hundred ’

I people having a social vision organized a base-ball j

!i team in the Sunday School ;established a gymnasium in ■ 
'• I

the basement of the church for clean wholesome amuse-j

- ment during the week;secured a library to supply the 3 

, & 
' community with good reading;provided a lecture course^,

for the people from the State University ;had farmers'*'

: institutes in the church to interest the farmers;wlthp 
j the result that the Epwobth League had more leaders ' 

J !
1 for the devotional meetings than could be used,the

it ' membership of the Sunday School increased Oheehund- J 
J red percent,while many were added to the membership

1 of the church.
I'
' Klany are the ways in which the church as a soc-*, 
2

ial center can throw the influence of religion into g 
11

1. the community. To the extent that the social condit-j
P 

, ions in the community are bettered is the success of 
•' p
’ the church assured. Let the people of the community |

■JC - s —
I

T,BHilborne,Yorkville,Wis.



come to know that the church has a spirit of helpfu]{- 
'1 

ness and brotherhood existing in it,let them see ” 
I!

that the church is working to make the human con- Jj 
5 

ditions of their lives better,hearts will then open

on every hand. While the church is bettering the 
I 

comruunity it is also in the meantime bettering it- ' 

self.
What about the men of the church?- What talent! 

I 
is going to waste here because the church is not gi^j- 

them social tasks to accomplish. Our ideal for the 

church must be,not one man in it a minister but

every man a minister. A church may have a Men's •} 
I

Club meeting at stated times for mutual pleasure :» 
t 

with the religious emphasis reduced to a minimum. | 

That is one thing,but a church with the men organ- 

izedjWith a religious passion as a basis,not for th^i 

pwn pleasure primarily,but for the purpose of making 
n 

the social conditions of their community better,is

vastly different thing. Vfhen we can come to see 

others instead of ourselves then we are walking in -!
!

the footsteps of the Master. ’

The men of the churches could unite for the | 
i: 

purpose of discovering the causes of poverty in theS^r

midst and how it may be prevented. They could device



land put into operation some plans for making the for- ij 

■eign sections of the community better places for thes^; 

’(people to live in. They might have a department to 

which the unemployed could come and receive help in se^-

“curing work. They could arouse public opinion in the K 

direction of having the laws enforced concerning in­

temperance and other social evils. They could put 

itheir influenee into the industrial life of the com- 

,munity and contend that every employee shall have a 

jliving ¥/age,a just number of hours in which to toil, 
,1
Jone day’s rest in seven,and sanitary conditions sur­

rounding them in the place where, they labor. Are not * 
‘ 'I

‘these things right? The reason the great army of

toilers have little use for the church today is be- (

cause the church is too weak kneed to espouse- their j
1’

■bause. The emplorer is in the church. He is a Christ-
4 ii

ian,yet those who are making his money for him often 1

fail to see where his Christianity produces any result^

in their lives. And yet the church prays for the king- 

idom of God to come. It will never come to this large 'i 

group of people unless the church as a whole takes i 

a far different attitude toward them. The church coul'd 

‘do much toward answering its own prayers. It could ‘j 

[back up what it says with deeds. I



Its Relation to Evangelism,Religious Education, > 

and Missions. ,

Let us look at the relation of the socialized •: <1 

church to evangelism. It is to be understood at once 

that the church with the social viev/point has not a 
1 

substitute for evangelism. Evangelism is the very
Ji 

goal of fsoaial service. It is true that the form S 

of evangelism which it presents is not the kind whictl 
it 

was presented by the old time revival method. Sociail 
( 

service has as its distinct object however the salvat­

ion of men. The defect in the old revival method 1, 

was the emphasis it |)laced upon self-interest. The ' 

welfare of the individual was made central. Today 

we are feeling that the religion of Jesus Christ has 

a larger meaning than this. Our conception of human ,j 

welfare is social rather than Individual. The evang-; 

elisffi which social service v/ould present does not find 
i> 

its motive in self-love,but in the love which identi-' 

fies the self with the neighbor. It would bring home 

to the individual the truth that his personal redempt­

ion is tied up with the redemption of the society to 

which he belongs. He cannot be saved and be indiffer­

ent to the welfare of others. In presenting men the 
1 

gospel the church has stressed well the personal j.



advantages which its acceptance will bring. Fine j| 

buildings,good music,pulpit oratory,and all the othet 
I 

attractions which it has to offer,have been made the'* 

basis in getting men to enter its life. Today we i, 
] 

would call men to the church not for pleasure but i
4 

for service and sacrifice. Vfhen the Christian church
3 

first started its career this was the nature of its | 

appeal. The evangelism of social service does not j 

call men to be "carried to the skies on flowery bedSj' 
a 

of ease',’but calls them to a battle which means strug'^ 

gle,suffering,and self-denial. 5

I

This nev/ evengelism is to be in operation all '■ 
the year,for this is required in order to save men. J 

The old revival method covering a certain number of | 

days or weeks may be likened to a fireman who rushes^ 

into a burning building and carries a thinly .clad '* 
i 

human being into the middle of the street, -That per-^

son has been rescued bub he has not been saved. Be­

fore he is fully saved clothes must be furnished,a , 

place of shelter provided,and a chance given to start 
i

life over again. The revival has rescued large num-* 

bers but it has left them in the middle of the street 

where many have died. The revival method presents ’
I 

to individuals the problem as to how they shall sur-’’



vive the new conditions to which this change in 

their life now brings them face to face. The soc- 

ialized church no^only has for its purpose the sav­

ing of people from the fire but also the making of ’’ 

conditions in their life afterward of such a charact­

er that they will be able to survive. .There is lit­

tle use of rescuing men unless they are to be kept
I 

rescued and here has been the weakness of the old j 
revival method. The socialized church is contending i 

that in order to keep a man saved the things which 

make up his life must be saved also. He cannot keep^ 

saved,in other words,unless the conditions under
J 

which he must live and the society among whom he 

dwells have a like transformation with him. A man 

may be rescued but he cannot be saved if,after his 

rescue,he is compelled to live in poverty,or amid un­

sanitary surroundings,or with Institutions or forces 

of evil existing on every side of his life. Let the I 

church go out with a social gospel and make condit-

. ions in human life of the right sort and it will then 

be no trouble not only to rescue but to save men.

This sort is the evangelism of the socialized church* 

I' 
and today seems to point out to us clearly that it 

'is the only kind which will get true results.



It does not mean that there will be no reviv-
I

als. It simply defines in a new way what consti- '

, tutes a revival. The revival for which this evan­

gelism works will often be conducted in the comir.un-

' ity rather than in the church. The church will con-r!
J ■'

Sider that there has been a revival when there has j 

I
been rid from the community any power which is hin-

dering the community from being the proper place for 
't
i! people to live in. Are there saloons in the com- ’■ 

s ffiunity or the sale under cover of intoxicating drink’s?

Is there a corrupt political life? Are there places

of amusement which are questionable? Are there S 
„ (i

houses of which the public knows little of what goes 
t

on inside? Are there conditions causing some of the
I

people to live in poverty? Are there things which « 

J contribute toward undermining the public health? J 

i There will be a great revival of life when the church 

, sees to it that nothing of the character of these

things is allowed to remain. Is not this real evann, 
•t

gelism? Will it not save the people? It is this 
J

for which the social gospel stands. ,

1 Today we are hearing much about religious ed-

ucation,and it is presenting a most interesting

field. But it cannot be considered a thing separate’

; i

(I



from social service. We would educate the children 

in religious things but the religious education of 
1’ 

the child in the Sunday School, or elsei^^iere,cannot

be effective if the social conditions with ^hich the [ 
I'

child is surrounded are of a character making it im- i' 
I.

possible for the things which are taught to have any 
t 

application in the child's life. If they are sur- i
I 

rounded by unfavorable conditions no amount of relig­

ious teaching will ever develop the best of charact- 

ers.

Religious education cannot be effective if it 
•I 

omits the element of service. The religious instruct­

ion given in the Sunday School should not have relig-I:
'I 

ious nurture as its sole purpose, but there should be,, 

provided definitely for the school training in ser-

vice. Acts of service are the means by v^ich instrud't

ion is made vital and effective in developing char- j

acter. The best way to learn is by doing. J

The foreign missionary enterprise of the church*^ 

is the most comprehensive program of social service 

knowrjtoday. The mission church is the center of the, 
I b

whole, life of the people who have been won to its 

faith. Indeed the social passion of the church is !i 
.) 

today showing itself ipost clearly in the mission



• fields. It is here that 

!l ating a social program.

, educat-ion for the people 

the church is really oper-

It is laboring for better 

and better industrial,econ-

I

omic,and social conditions. The missionary sees the

need of applying the gospel of his church to all the h
1:‘

affairs of life. He is going out in an attempt to

make the community^ fit place for people to live,he 

toils to bring to pass the elevation of the physical 

and social life of the people,realizing that upon th4

success of this work depends the success of the gos- i; 

pel.

T wonder if the mission church,which we are

supporting,is to blaze the way for us in showing us

our real duty. When the church in this country can

be sufficiently awakened to see that it is falling »H

to reach the masses,that it is not adapting itself

to the needs of life today,then may it please God *

in his mercy to still guide his church in the accom­

plishing of the things for which it was put in the

world to do.

ft


