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INTRODUCTION

WEare too near the &quot;Canadian National Missionary Congress&quot;

to be able to estimate its real significance, but its origin, its

personnel, its proceedings and its statement of policy, give it a

place of commanding importance in the religious and national life

of Canada.

ITS ORIGIN.

In the autumn of 1908, the Canadian Council of the Laymen s

Missionary Movement, assisted by the Board Secretaries of the

Anglican, Baptist, Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian
Churches planned and carried on a series of Missionary Confer

ences in every Province of the Dominion, at all of which the ques

tion, &quot;Will Canada evangelize her share of the world?&quot; was sub

mitted for consideration. Canada s share of the world was inter

preted to be &quot;all those in the Dominion and who come to our
shores who have not been led into the Christian life, and not less

than 40,000,000 in non-Christian lands.&quot; An estimate was pre
pared from the best data available, and submitted to these con

ferences, of the number of missionaries required and the amount
of money necessary to adequately perform this work. The re

sponse on the part of the men of the churches to this appeal was

everywhere clear and unequivocal: &quot;Canada can and will.&quot;

Mr. J. Campbell White, General Secretary of the Laymen s

Missionary Movement, impressed by the thought of the possibility

of the Christian men of Canada moving as a unit in the work of

world-wide evangelization, proposed as the culmination of this

National Campaign a gathering of the Christian men of Canada in

a National Assembly or Congress to consider and discuss Canada s

missionary opportunities and obligations. The suggestion was at

once accepted and acted upon, and as early as November, prepara

tions for the Congress commenced.
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ITS PERSONNEL.

When the plans were first made, it was decided to aim at an

attendance of 2,500 commissioners ; 1,500 laymen and 1,000 clergy

men, representative of the different communions in all the Provinces

of Canada. As the Congress approached, such was the interest

awakened that the faith of the Committee grew strong enough to

plan for 3,500 commissioners the full seating capacity of Massey

Hall, the central place of meeting 2,000 laymen and 1,500 clergy

men and theological students. The clergymen and theological

students were all made honorary commissioners. The actual paid

registration of laymen was 1,992, of whom1,996 wT ere in attendance;

the registration of clergymen and theological students 1,774, honor

ary commissioners from the United States, and distinguished mis

sionary leaders who were present by invitation to take part in or

study the work of the Congress, 47
;

or a total of 3,795. Some of

the commissioners were not able to attend all the sessions of the

Congress and alternates, or substitutes, took their places, and others

came after the Congress opened and did not register. The Execu

tive of the Congress estimates a total attendance of commissioners

of over 4,000. They came from every Province of the Dominion and

the island Colony of Newfoundland.

No more representative and virile body of men has ever been

gathered together in Canada.

The report of the Committee on Registration is published here

with.
ITS PROCEEDINGS.

The Conference opened on Wednesday, March 31st, and closed

on Sunday evening, April 4th. As Canadians, we were greatly

indebted to the splendid body of men missionary leaders, lawyers,

newspaper men and business men from the United States who
contributed so much towards making the programme the remark

able success it was, but to Sir Andrew Fraser, Ex-Lieutenant-

Governor of Bengal, we were under a special debt of gratitude for

coming from Scotland and giving us such an inspiring message.

Our own Canadian speakers contributed their full share to the

success of the programme.
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It is a most interesting and significant fact that the whole pro
gramme was a free-will offering on the part of those who participated
in it. Not a speaker received compensation for his services. Some
would not accept even their travelling expenses.

In addition to the meetings of the Congress covered in this

report, there were denominational gatherings of the Anglican,
Baptist, Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches
on Thursday and Friday mornings and Saturday afternoon, where
each considered the missionary problems of its own church and how
best to meet them, and each organized a Dominion Committee to

press forward the work of the Laymen s Movement within its own
communion.

The entire expense of the Congress was met by the registration

fees from laymen as appears by the statement of the treasurer here

with published.

The Congress Executive appointed a Statistical Committee to

collect data in reference to the membership and the missionary and

other contributions of the churches. The results of the work of

this Committee appear in the report of the Canadian Council sub

mitted to the Congress, and in the policy adopted by the Congress.

Since the Congress, some further information has been obtained

by the Committee and the final report of the Committee is published

herewith.

SOMEOF THE SIGNIFICANT FEATURESOF THE CONGRESS.

That active business and professional men would leave their

homes and travel hundreds, some thousands of miles, at their own

expense to take part in a missionary congress was evidence

of an awakened interest among the men of the churches,

and an appreciation of their missionary privileges and responsibili

ties, such as had not hitherto been manifested. No man could look

into the intent faces of these men, who, day after day, gathered to

listen to a discussion of missionary problems without being deeply

impressed by the remarkable possibilities of such a gathering.

The spirit of Christian unity which pervaded all the meetings ;
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never before in Canada perhaps not elsewhere have the leaders

and representative men of all communions joined in a common

religious gathering to further a common religious purpose. There

was not a discordant note from the beginning to the end of the

Congress.

The inspiration of world vision, the consciousness of Canada s

unique opportunity, the resolve that the Christian men of Canada
would play their part in world evangelization, found adequate

expression in the policy unanimously adopted by the Congress,

which has been aptly described as a &quot;working creed&quot; upon which

all our churches can unite in aggressive work for the extension

of the Kingdom of our Lord and Master.

AFTER THE CONGRESS.

Mr. Caskey, as Executive Secretary of the Congress Committee,

plaj^ed so important and helpful a part in planning and carrying

out the arrangements for the Congress, that the choice of a Cana

dian Secretary which the Congress approved naturally fell upon

him, and the Canadian Council has been fortunate enough to secure

the consent of both the International Committee and Mr. Caskey

to his undertaking this work. The Anglican, Baptist, Congre

gational, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches have all appointed

denominational secretaries of the Laymen s Movement, and these

denominational secretaries, under their several denominational com

mittees, are co-operating with the Canadian Council in carrying on

the work of the Movement.

Canada s Missionary Policy, as adopted by the Congress, is now
being presented by the Canadian Council to the Assemblies, Con

ferences, Synods and other official and representative gatherings
of the churches of Canada for endorsation, with the suggestion that

each church should at once plan to undertake and adequately dis

charge its share of Canada s missionary responsibility as set forth

in this policy. Already the policy has been endorsed by the General

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, the Congregational Union
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of Canada, the Annual Conferences of the Methodist Church, the
Synods of the Anglican Church, and will no doubt be endorsed by
the Baptist Churches at their annual meeting in the autumn. Each
church is undertaking to do its share in realizing the object set

before us.

The concurrent and unanimous official endorsation of this mis

sionary policy by the churches of Canada makes it truly
&quot; Canada s

Missionary Policy,&quot; and is a further splendid expression of the

spirit of Christian unity and co-operation in the work of world

evangelization.

A missionary campaign is now being planned under the aus

pices of the Canadian Council in co-operation with the Denomina
tional Committees and Board Secretaries to present this policy to

the people of Canada from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and secure,

if possible, the adoption of adequate measures to carry the policy
into effect. From all quarters comes evidence of an ever-increasing

interest, and from the men interested in and the giving their time

and money to the cause, evidence of renewed consecration and still

larger service. Men are hearing anew the Master s call, and they

are leaving all to follow Him.

The permanent results of the Congress must depend largely

upon the efforts of those who were privileged to enjoy its proceed

ings. Unless both clergymen, and laymen realize that missions is the

supreme business of the Church, and the ministers take their right

ful place as real missionary leaders and the laymen put into their

Christian work the same quality of service as they put into their

own business, the objective set before us in our missionary policy

cannot be realized.

The Canadian Council confidently hopes that the accompany

ing report of the proceedings of the Congress may prove an inspira

tion to every reader to firmer faith and larger effort in the work of

world conquest.
N. &quot;W. KOWELL,

Chairman, Canadian Council, Laymen s

Missionary Movement.

TORONTO,June 16th, 1909.





PREPARATORYMEETING

The introductory meeting of the Congress was of a purely
devotional character, and was held in the schoolroom of St. James

Cathedral, where several hundred men assembled on the morning of

Wednesday, March 31st. This prayer service was opened by the

singing of the hymn, &quot;Hail to the Lord s Anointed.&quot; Mr. S. J.

Moore, chairman of the Congress Executive, presided; Mr. James

Rodger, chairman of the Presbyterian Committee of the Movement

in Montreal, read the Lesson and the Rev. Canon Tucker, General

Secretary of the Missionary Society of the Church of England in

Canada, said the opening prayer.
In his remarks the Chairman stated that it was most fitting that

this introductory meeting of the Congress should be held in St.

James schoolroom, where the Movement was launched little more

than a year ago, at a meeting so manifestly pervaded by the Holy

Spirit of God. He further stated that the success of the Congress
would not depend on the numbers in attendance, the intellectual

power of the speakers or the amount of wealth expended, but upon
the baptism of the Holy Spirit bestowed on the meetings as the out

come of earnest and persevering prayer, and he rejoiced in the

delightful spirit of unity that animated all the Churches engaged
in promoting the great cause of missions.

The Chairman s address was followed by a brief session of

prayer, during which the devotions of the meeting were led by

clergymen and laymen, of all religious communions, and from all

sections of the country. Then for a brief space men from town and

country, from the Maritime Provinces, from far-off Saskatchewan,

and from all parts of the Dominion related what the Movement
had done for them and for their neighborhood. The meeting was

brought to a close by special prayers on behalf of the speakers and

commissioners that God-given messages might be delivered and a

flame of missionary enthusiasm kindled through the length and

breadth of the land.
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DEVOTIONALEXERCISES.

REV. HUGHPEDLEY, B.A., MONTREAL.

This part of the afternoon service is not intended in any very
direct way for addresses, but with the permission of the Chairman
I may say just a word or two. Our general theme for the afternoon
is The Minister and his Relation to a Missionary Church. It does
not seem quite right to start a meeting of this kind with a note of

criticism, and yet I am inclined to interject a note of criticism in

regard to that title. I think that there is one superfluous word in

the title, and that is the word missionary.&quot; I don t kpow any
Church that is worth calling a Church that is not a missionary
Church. Weought to take the adjective for granted. We read in

the New Testament, &quot;If any man have not the Spirit of Christ

he is none of His;&quot; and I would carry that from the individual

to the institution, and say, &quot;If any institution have not the

Spirit of Christ it is none of His
;

and an institution has not the

Spirit of Christ unless it has the missionary spirit. So I would
take it for granted that the Church is, by its very nature and

genius, missionary. And now just a word in regard to the min
ister s relation to the Church or to the missionary spirit in the

Church. There are three points that I would put my finger on

Recognize, Develop and Organize. Recognize the missionary spirit
that is in the Church, and by recognition you bring that which is

often latent into play. I remember hearing Dr. Talmage in one
of his lectures tell a simple little story that has clung to me because
there was something in it more than the passing use at the time. A
boy was coasting down a hill-side. Along the path at the foot of the

hill a lady happened to be walking, and unfortunately she happened
to be right in the way of the boy s sleigh, and over she went. She

got up and turned to the boy, who was expecting a sharp word, and
said with great kindness and lady-like courtesy, &quot;You didn t mean
that, I am sure,&quot; and passed on. The boy looked after her, and
then turned to his companions and said, &quot;My, but ain t she a

beauty ? She recognized the gentleman in the boy, and the gentle
man in the boy responded. Now, if we ministers would cordially

recognize the missionary spirit that is in our Church, the very recog
nition is the first step in the process of development.
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My time will not permit me to indicate how the process may be

carried on by teaching, example and sympathy, nor how necessary it

is that as the missionary dynamic is developed it should be brought
to full effectiveness by wise organization. Of this, however, I am con

vinced, that if we pastors are going to be true leaders we have our

selves to be inspired, to be lifted up, to feel the full throb and move
ment of the missionary spirit in our own hearts

;
and if we are to do

that we are to get the great, the world- wide vision. I read in my New
Testament, in the early part of the Gospel of Matthew, that the devil

took Jesus up to an exceeding high mountain and showed him all

the kingdoms of this world, and the glory of them; and then the

devil left him, and Jesus stood alone on that mountain top, and I

can think of him looking again at all the kingdoms of the earth and
the glory of them and saying, in a sense that Satan never dreamed
of, These shall be mine. And I would that at the very outset of

our gathering to-day we would go up, not by the devil-path, but by
the angel-path, to the top of the high mountain and see the great
vision that was before the eyes of the Saviour, long, long ago. May
I, therefore, ask two of our brethren, Dr. Brown and Dr. Bishop,
to lead us briefly in prayer.

After prayer by Dr. Brown and Dr. Bishop, and the singing of

&quot;Onward, Christian Soldiers,&quot; and prayer by Rev. Dr. Turnbull,
Mr. Pedley concluded as follows:

I was going to say this brings the devotional part to a close. I

hope that will never be brought to a close; that all through these

sessions we will be in a true devotional attitude. However, if the

Chairman will permit me, I would just like to say this on behalf of

this great congregation that any very decisive embargo on manifes
tations of appreciation in the audience be not unduly pressed. I think

that if speakers move us we should not be afraid to show that we are

moved. It has been rather a startling revelation to me, in being
over in the Old Land, supposed to be so tremendously conser

vative and conventional, to find there that congregations are

ten-fold more responsive to the things that touch their hearts than
we people in Canada are. Don t let us be afraid to express our

feelings as a congregation. With the expression of feeling often

times comes addition to the feeling, and crystallizing of the feeling ;

and what we men want to do is to go from this hall, all up and
down Canada, and carry flame and enthusiasm and power with us.

Now let there be kindlings of power here.
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THE GREATCOMMISSION.

ROBERTE. SPEER, NEWYORK,

Secretary, Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.

The last command of Christ, which we call The Great Commis
sion, is not the foundation of the missionary obligation. If those

words had never been uttered by our Lord, or if the record of those

words had not been preserved, the missionary obligation of the

Church would be in no wise affected thereby. The missionary obli

gation rests on the character of God, on the universality of the

Gospel, on the unity and the need of all humanity. The Great
Commission does not create; it states an obligation. Those words
of Christ do not constitute our duty; they merely define it for us.

Nevertheless it is a great thing to have it defined in this clear and
authoritative way. There are many different aspects of The Great
Commission upon which it is profitable for the Christian man to

reflect. It is interesting to consider what that Great Commission
meant to the men who first heard it, what part it actually played
in the life and thought of the Apostolic Church, how those men
construed those last words of Jesus. As a matter of fact were they
impelled largely by them to go out on the missionary enterprise. It

is interesting to reflect upon the confidence which those words dis

played in the fidelity of the Christian Church. I remember hearing
the late Archbishop Temple once say that of all the marvels of

Christianity there were few more wonderful to him than the trust

in Christian men displayed by our Lord when he went away leaving
his work uncompleted and the remainder of the work to be fulfilled

by those who called themselves by His Name. How well have the

nineteen centuries that have passed justified the Saviour s trust in

his disciples?

There are other aspects of the Great Commission, however, that

come more closely home to us even than these. They carry with

them the fundamental conceptions which are involved in the words
of the Commission. And I want, in the first moments of our after

noon meeting, to attempt to draw out some of those implications.

In the first place, the Great Commission reveals to us our Lord s

view of the finality and the authoritativeness of the Christian reli

gion. That is a view which is often disputed in our day. Weare
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told that there is no absolute religion; that certainly a historic

religion cannot be an absolute religion; that the final religion will

be made up of the gifts and teachings of all the religions and all the

development of man ; that Christianity is only one expression of the

universal spirit of religion, needing to be corrected and supple
mented by the contributions of the other religious faiths of men.

Now, it is entirely true that our interpretation of Christianity is

not complete, and that that interpretation needs to be corrected

and supplemented by what will be brought to the understanding of

Christianity by the experience of all humanity. It is not possible

for any one man alone to comprehend the Gospel. It is not possible

for any one race of men to have an experience large enough to

embrace the full significance of the Gospel. We shall only know
the length and breadth and depth and the height of the love of

God when all humanity knows it. We shall only grow to the

measure of the stature of the fulness of a perfect man in Christ

when all men together come to that stature. And it is entirely true

that our Western races will never be able wholly to interpret the

everlasting Gospel of the Son of God and the Saviour of all man
kind. But, to admit that our understanding and interpretation of

Christianity is not complete is not to admit that Christianity is in

complete. Moreover, the contribution that is to be made by the rest

of the world to the understanding of the Christian religion is not

to be made so much by the non-Christian religions. The non-
Christian religions are not an inspiration to, they are an incubus

upon, the religious nature of mankind. There is more in the com
mon religious nature of man than is expressed in the great non-
Christian religions. And the interpretation that is to come from the

Orient, and the better understanding of Christianity, is to come as

much in spite of, as because of the non-Christian religions. Neither
is that correction to be a correction of Christianity. It is to be
a correction of our interpretation of Christianity. The Great
Commission makes no provision for any modification of the Chris
tian religion by its contact with the non-Christian faiths. Our
Lord knew of no imperfection in His Gospel ;

and neither in the

Great Commission nor elsewhere in His teaching did He make any
arrangements for the supplementing or enlargement of His Gospel
by the contributions that were to be made by religious teachers who
had come before Him, or who were to come after Him. The Great
Commission makes plain to us what was our Lord s view of the

finality and the authoritativeness of His faith. We hold by our
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Lord s view of it. Wedo not believe, standing under the shadow of

the Great Commission, that Christianity has anything to learn from

any other faith. We see in its intellectual conceptions all that all

humanity shall ever know. Wesee in its moral ideals perfect stand
ards beyond which humanity can never go. We find in it, over

against all the non-Christian religions, with their impotent appeal
to men, the one great adequate spiritual power; and we settle down
securely, as we go with our Gospel to the world, on that assurance of

its completeness and its adequacy which our Lord gave us with His
last command to go out and with that Gospel subdue the whole
world. We need, my friends, the stiffening which this view
will give us in our Christian life and work at home. We
begin to see now the indissoluble connection between the mission

ary enterprise and the maintenance of the historic doctrine of

the Church in these home lands. You waive the Great Com
mission, and Christianity s supreme and authoritative claim

becomes no longer tenable here at home. If Christianity has

not a universal claim upon all mankind, it has no authoritative claim

on any one section of mankind. If it has not a universal ministry
for every human heart, it has no adequate message for any single
human heart. The Great Commission of our Lord defines for the

Christian Church at home and abroad what her message is to be a

message of unique, of complete, of satisfying fulness in God, in

Christ.

In the second place, the Great Commission not only defines for

the Church her mission
;

it also defines for the Church her message.
It lays emphasis, you will recall, on action and power, not on reflec

tion or on defensive apologetic. There is a place for defensive

apologetics in the support of Christianity, and I suspect even in the

comprehension of Christianity; but you will recall that when our
Lord came to deal with the real mission of the Church in the world
he laid the whole emphasis on action and power, and no single frac

tion of it upon reflection and a sedentary apologetics. The way that

the Gospel was to be safeguarded, in our Lord s view, was not by a

body of men assigning themselves to that task and sitting down and

thinking out what were the most powerful rational arguments by
which the Gospel might be defended. The way by which the Gospel
was to be safeguarded, in our Lord s view, was by the wholesome

hygienic reflex influence of conquest and action and power. He
knew that the best wr ay to maintain the reality and the integrity of

the message which he had brought to men was not by men lying
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down around that message to safeguard it, and building a wall

around it for its protection, but by their going out with that message

actively and aggressively to share it with all mankind. And not

only did our Lord mean that the Gospel was to be safeguarded by
aggressive action; he meant also that the Gospel was to be propa

gated in that same way ;
that the spectacle of a great religion

actually conquering the world would be the best way to prove that

that religion was divine. No amount of apologetic argument from
men who sit down behind Christianity and endeavor to maintain

its universal claim will ever establish that claim. Our Lord knew
that if only men would go out with His Gospel and actually conquer
the world with it, it would be no longer necessary to prove to any
individual man that it wr as divine. If I have a sword, and a man
disputes the sharpness of my sword s edge, I will not convince him

by handing him a treatise on the mechanics of sharp edges; I will

cut him with it. If we have a Gospel that was meant of God to sub

due the world, the best way in which we can convince the world that

that Gospel has a right to be propagated everywhere and to conquer
the world is by using it for its predestined end. I firmly believe we
need to restore the emphasis of our Lord. Weare bothered with our
little heresies; why? Because Christianity has lost its momentum.
You never saw heresy troubling a church that had speed enough to

it. Once get power in a Church to drive through all the impediments
that stand between it and the fulfilling of the grand ideals of our

Lord, and that Church will cleave its way through heresy as though
heresy did not stand in its way. It is only the stagnant Church that

is troubled with heresy. The Church that passes forward in

obedience to the last command of our Lord, laying emphasis where
our Lord laid that emphasis, is not troubled by little speculations as

to the doctrines. Its eyes are fixed on its great triumphant goal.
It is from this point of view that the Great Commission restores to

the Church her true objective, that she reveals to the Church what
the real end of her existence is, that the real end of her existence

is not to sit down to analyze and defend the Bread of Life, but to

feed the world with that Bread not to convince the world by argu
ment that its Gospel is divine, but to take that Gospel and use it for
the saving of the whole world. The last command of our Lord not

only defines for the Church her mission, it defines also for the
Church her message.

In the third place, the Great Commission gives the Church what
her life requires, namely, a great and living cause. Now, the per-
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petuation of a great institution is no cause. You can get men to

make some sacrifices merely to perpetuate an institution, but

humanity will not live for that. The propagation of a body of doc
trine is no adequate cause. You can get one generation to love a

doctrine so well that it will live and die for it
;

but the mere per
petuation of a body of doctrine will never command the allegiance
of all the generations as they pass. The last Commission of our
Lord does not set before us the duty of perpetuating an institution

or of maintaining a body of doctrine
;

it sets before us the propaga
tion of a great and living principle. It gives us an objective, an

end, a something to be achieved, a great and living truth that con
trols life through to its core, with which to go out and control all the

life of humanity ;
and thinking of it so, we fall back once more into

the great forms of conception which lay in the minds of the early
Christians. They realized that they had been called to a mighty war

a mighty war to last for generations upon generations. You can

carry on a war for a few years in behalf of an institution, in behalf
of a statement of truth

;
but you cannot carry on a war for centuries

save in the interests of a great and a living principle.
Our Great Commission not only defines for us our message and

our mission, but it also gives the Church a great and living cause
;

more than that, it makes that cause, what every great cause must

be, a personal cause. It is an interesting fact that in each form in

which the Great Commission has come to us our Lord lays emphasis
on the personal element in it. &quot;All authority has been given unto
Me in Heaven and among men, go ye therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I

have commanded you.&quot; That is Matthew s account. &quot;Go ye into

all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. Whosoever
believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not

shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe : in

My name shall they&quot; do this and that. That is Mark s account.

&quot;Thus it was written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and that

repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name
among all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.&quot; That is Luke s

account. &quot;As my Father has sent Me, even so send I you into the

world.&quot; That is John s account. And you remember the personal
form in which in the Book of Acts the last words of all are cast

&quot;Ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and in Samaria and unto the uttermost parts of the earth.&quot; So
each time, our Lord cast the Great Commission in the form of a
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demand for an absolute and utter personal loyalty. And that means
more than one thing. It means, for one thing, that that to which we
move forward under the Great Commission is the conquest of a

person, is a personal coronation, is the effort to achieve for a great

living person. His actual sovereignty over humanity. Even
Keshub Chunder Sen understood it so, who never came as near to

the foot of Christ s cross as we who have gathered here this after

noon have come. Even Keshub Chunder Sen, who only saw from
afar the meaning of His person, and only touched as it were the

border of His garments, realized that what He called us to was a

great and personal cause. &quot;None but Jesus is worthy to wear the

diadem of India, and He shall have it.&quot; What the Great Com
mission proposes is simply that men who are allied to Him shall

go out to secure for Him His personal rule and control over the

life of all humanity. It means that the motive is to be a personal
motive. You remember that story of Wellington in the Peninsular

campaign. He turned to one of his officers once and bade him
undertake an utterly hopeless project, and the officer turned and

looked; and then, going back to the great commander, said, &quot;Sir,

if you will give me one grasp of your conquering hand I will go&quot;;

and under the inspiration and stimulus of the personal touch he

moved out to achieve the thing that was impossible. The great
missionaries of all ages have understood it so. &quot;He that loves not

lives not ; and he that lives by the Life cannot die. They were

Raymund Lull s words. &quot;I have one passion, and it is He, only
He.&quot; Such were Count Zinzendorf s words.

The Great Commission not only proposes a great personal end,
but a consuming and overwhelming personal motive. It is from
that point of view, I suspect, that one has to look at the missionary
activities of the early Church. I cannot find any traces in St.

Paul s epistles of any emphasis on the last command of Christ.

I don t believe that the Apostolic Church laid very much emphasis
on it. There is no evidence in the history of the early Church
that those men ever sat down to consider on the one hand the

world that was to be possessed, and on the other hand the resources

which were at their power for its possession. They never halted

or paltered over considerations like those. They felt the glow of the

love of Christ in their hearts, the fire of great and loyal devotion

burning within them, and they never stopped to argue the mission

ary cause. They planned no campaign, they never stopped to

measure their resources against their task. They saw the thing
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to be done, and with all their lives they struck. What the Church
needs to-day is to go back to the same living association with her
Lord which those men enjoyed who did not need to fall back on the
Great Commission as the ground of their missionary duty, but
rested on those grounds which were the grounds of the Great Com
mission, and who, resting on the great and benevolent character
of God, experienced in their own lives the all-sufficient grace of

Christ, and knowing how deep and fathomless was the world s need,
the need of men outside of Christ, were driven by those great con

siderations, asking for no others, to share their Gospel with all the

world.

I said they had not planned any campaign ;
but the Great Com

mission once more not only demands of us that we should feel the

fire, it demands of us also that we should in our day sit down
quietly before our project and adapt our means to the effecting
of the great end for which our Saviour waits. It demands, for

one thing, that we should rediscover what the great objective of

the Christian Church is
;

that wr
e should cease laying our emphasis

where we do lay it now on personal spiritual cultivation, on the

better nourishment of the already fed, on the defensive apologetics
of the Christian faith that we should lay our emphasis where our
Lord laid it, on the great and dominating purposes of the conquest
of all life for Christ. It demands, in the second place, that we
should not only re-discover the great objective of the Church, but

that we should re-enthrone that objective in its original place,
and should re-adjust all the activities of the Church so as to recog
nize that objective as the great and supreme business of the Church.
It will do no good for us theoretically to say, &quot;Yes, what was
Christ s will must be our purpose,&quot; unless we are going resolutely
and calmly and unflinchingly to re-mould our life and all our

great and small activities so as to put that objective in the first

place in our own deeds and ministries to-day. In the third place it

calls for a co-ordination and solidification for a real war. There
must be a welding of the different divisions which now move some
divisions this way and some divisions that. Here at home and on

the field abroad we must follow the lead that has been magnificently
set in this Dominion, and bring together more nearly into one great
and compact body of warring men the scattered forces of Christ s

army, that at last we may see what for all these years we have

sung about that mighty army, the Church of God, moving out

to her actual conquest of the world. And the fourth thing for
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which the Great Commission calls is the acceptance by each

individual man of the fiduciary principle of life. He must realize

that what he is, and all the things that he has, are not his own
but Christ s; that they were given him by Christ, not for his enjoy
ment and his selfish use, but for Christ s use, that they might be

fitted in to Christ s great project of a world s conquest.

And, in closing, one other thing the Great Commission makes
clear to us. Not only does it define to us the Church s mission and
the Church s message, not only does it make plain the great cause

for which the Church exists and the personality of that cause, and
demand the re-adjustment of our activities in order to make that

cause first in our actual life, but it lets us into the secret of all

joy and power. &quot;All authority hath been given unto Me. Go ye
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, and lo, I am
with you all the days. Wewonder what the secret is of the futility

of our schemes, the fruitlessness of our talk and the vanity of all

our organizations, and we search this way and that to find the

source of weakness, in order that we may rectify what is so patent
to us all the impotence of our service of God. My friends, there

is only one solution of our trouble, and we hunt in vain for it every
where else. Great religious gatherings are not going to solve the

problem for us
; poring over the Bible, great devotional gatherings,

will not do it of themselves. There is just one way in which we
can bring the living Lord back into the heart of His Church

again ; just one wr ay in which we can pour through all the words
that are spoken for Him the irresistible power of His Living
Spirit; just one way in which we can bring back, to walk in all the

calming peace and winning love of His beauty our Lord Jesus
Christ in the midst of His Church once more. &quot;Go ye and make
disciples of all the nations, and then I am with you always, even
unto the end of the age.&quot; The Great Commission shows us the

one way by which we can bring the Lord in His power back into the

midst of His people again. My brothers, shall we walk in that way ?
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THE MINISTER. THE LEADEROF HIS PEOPLE.

REV. ALFRED GANDIER. D.D., PRINCIPAL, KNOXCOLLEGE, TORONTO.

Mr. Chairman, fellow ministers and students, and Christian

men, When our Lord ascended up on high, leading captivity

captive. He gave gifts unto men, and by reason of those spiritual
endowments some were fitted to be apostles, and some prophets,
and some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers. And the

purpose for which those men were so endowed and so appointed
was that they might perfect the whole company of the saints for the

work of ministering, for the building up of the Body of Christ,

until we all come in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a full-grown man. unto the measure of the

stature of the fulness of Christ. To make Christ known to men,
win men to Christ, build them up in Him to a perfect manhood
that is the mission of the Christian Church ; and in that mission of

the Christian Church every member of the Church must have a

share. But those whom God has set apart to be leaders, pastors
and teachers have as their special mission the training and inspir

ing of the whole company of Christians for this work of evan

gelizing and character building. The minister must not look upon
his congregation merely as a field to be cultivated; he must look

upon his congregation as an army to be marshalled and trained,

as a force that he may wield for the evangelization of the world.

The minister must himself do the work of an evangelist. He
must not rest satisfied except as he himself is a soul-winner. But
his work is not ended until he has made the whole body of Christian

people in his congregation feel their responsibility as soul-winners.

And in these last wonderful days the power of the Christian to win

men and build up the Body of Christ is not limited to the sphere
of his own personal contact. Through our modern facilities of

travel and of monetary exchange the individual Christian can

project his personality into any part of the world, and extend the

sphere of his influence into any land where it may be needed most.

Any minister, therefore, who is not calling his people to giving

and prayer, great-hearted and world-wide as the love of Christ, is

wronging them, is staying their spiritual development and prevent

ing in them that full-grown manhood which is the end for which the

ministry exists.
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Now, that I may be practical, and may occupy my time to

the best possible advantage, let me indicate to myself and you
two or three things that are necessary if we are to educate our

people and bring them to their fullest measure of efficiency as those

who minister Christ to the world.

1. The people must be given the necessary information. If their

interest is to be deepened, if it is to assume practical form, they
must have knowledge of the people who need their help ; they must
have knowledge of the missionaries who represent them

; they must
have knowledge of what the Gospel has done for the heathen people
to whom it has already come, and they must have knowledge of

what might be accomplished if only the men and the money were

forthcoming. I will not take time this afternoon to describe the best

educational methods. That is a large subject by itself, but I desire

only to impress, in passing, this thought that one of the primal
elements in missionary leadership is the giving of missionary intel

ligence, and that is made easy in our days by the presence in great
number and excellent quality of missionary magazines, text books
and biographies.

2. As leader of his people the minister must not be afraid to

speak about money, and to awaken in them right ideas of steward

ship. I know that there are persons in every congregation and
in some congregations there are many persons who do not like

to hear their minister talk about money in the pulpit, and they
are not slow to tell him so. Money is altogether too worldly and
secular a thing to be spoken about in the pulpit. They hear about

money all the week, and they go to Church on Sunday to hear
about something else. I honestly believe that many of our good old

Presbyterians it may not be true of others think that it is their

piety which makes them squirm in their seats when the minister

begins to talk about money. They have no taste for this carnal

talk about money. How can a spiritually-minded man endure
such desecration of the House of God on the Sabbath day? Ah,
the old hypocrites it is just because they themselves are worldly
and carnal that they don t want to hear about money on the Lord s

Day. They are so afraid of lessening their little pile or so anxious
to keep it all for worldly and selfish uses that it hurts them to give

any part of it, or even to be asked to give any part of it, for

spiritual needs. The trouble is they want to keep their money for

worldly ends and are unwilling to have it transformed into living,
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spiritual influence for Jesus Christ. It is not the money that is

carnal; we men are carnal. Money may be the mammonof unright
eousness, or it may be the active agent of love, according to the way
in which men earn it, and the way in which they spend it. But
whether people like it or not, we must convict them of sin in this

regard, and we must awaken in them right ideas of stewardship
and of what money means. Wemust train our people to see this,

that money and what money representshuman effort, and tho

wealth that is accumulated by human effort is sacred, and that

it must all be held at the disposal of that God from whom come
all human powers and all material gifts. I as a minister have a

right to say to my people, &quot;If you have obtained your money
honestly, that money represents the sweat of your brow or the

sweat of your brain; it is the resultant of your life effort; you
have put yourself into it; and is it not reasonable that I, a minister

of Jesus Christ, should ask you, the professed followers of Jesus

Christ, to bring that which represents your life effort and lay a

portion of it on the altar of God for the extension of His Kingdom
in the world ? Has not He who poured out His life-blood for you
a right to ask that you lay upon His altar a part of that into which

you have poured your life-blood? Fellow ministers, let us put
this on the very highest plane. If our money is ours honestly it

represents our life-blood. We put ourselves, our very blood, into

it, and if we look upon it in that way and then bring it and lay
it on God s altar, it is putting ourselves on the altar of God for

His service in the world. Let us get it on that high level.

The average man in a congregation is not fitted either by gifts

or by training to do the work of an evangelist or a missionary,

but the money he receives for the work he can do may help support
one who is able to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ effectively.

For the average man to stay at home and earn the money to sup

port a missionary in the foreign field is to do a better thing than

go himself, because he is putting a more effective man than ever

he could be in his place. Oh, what a change it would make in the

feelings of our people, how differently they would look on this

question of money if we could make them see that our monetary-

system of exchange enables them to transform their life-work into

any form of service they hold to be the highest, and in any part

of the world. But, fellow ministers, it is of no use for us to talk

about giving, and the best methods to raise money for missionary

purposes, unless we ourselves set an example. Ministers and Church



16 CANADAS MISSIONARY CONGRESS

officials and leaders of all kinds may in this, as in other things, be

stumbling blocks rather than leaders; and the less we talk about

sacrifice and the less we talk about liberality the better, unless we
are prepared to show our people the more excellent way.

3. Again, as missionary leader, the minister must seek to give

his people larger ideas of the kingdom and what its coming means
to the world. Even in our city congregations, where men are accus

tomed to large enterprises, the majority of them have not yet taken

the missionary enterprise seriously. They have looked upon
foreign missions as a sort of diversion in which the ultra good
found delight, and to which it was the proper thing to give an

occasional collection, but they have not yet thought of it as a great

enterprise to which strong men should give their lives and in which

wealthy men should invest their means. But thank God, through
the Layman s Missionary Movement the men of our Churches are

at last awakening to the fact that the missionary enterprise is the

great enterprise of the ages ;
that it is the most practical thing in all

the world; that through it alone are we to find any satisfactory
solution of the great world problems now emerging. Men are learn

ing that if we are to obtain adequate results we must not give a

collection occasionally, but must invest our money nay, more,
must utilize the talent for large enterprises that has been developed
in the business man of this generation. There never was a time
in the history of the world when the man of the world had developed
such talent for great enterprises, and we must have that talent

consecrated to the extension of our Master s Kingdom. I don t

think that we ministers ever had such an opportunity as we have

to-day for enlisting the highest powers of our laymen in the service

of Jesus Christ. I know that in country congregations, the minister

finds it much more difficult than do we ministers who have had
our congregations in the city. People in many districts are com
paratively isolated from great movements. Their outlook is apt
to be narrow, their ideas of giving small. Accustomed to do things
in a small way, and thinking that when they have supported their

own little Church they have done all that should be expected of

them, it is not easy for the minister to awaken in them a large and
generous missionary policy. But it can be done, and the true

missionary pastor will not lose heart. Year by year he will seek

to broaden the outlook of his people, help them to see the changes
that are coming to this old world through the opening up of the
heathen nations and the awakening of the Orient, and lead them
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to realize that they as an integral part of the Christian Church are

privileged to have their share in guiding the great world move
ments of the present hour, and ushering in the day when Jesus
shall have dominion from sea to sea and from the river to the ends
of the earth. I believe that even in the remotest hamlet it is

possible to give the people some consciousness that they belong to

a great Church militant, and that they can have a real and vital

part in the magnificent work our Lord has given His Church
to do. And nothing will assist the minister in this effort more than
to have his men together, whether in the form of a banquet or in

any other way, and have those men addressed by other laymen
whose eyes have been opened to read the signs of the times, who
have had a vision of the particular and immediate responsibility
of their own Church. I feel that if only we can get our men together,
in the smallest congregation in the land, and have other men who
understand them and sympathize with them give them something
of the vision that has come to themselves, we will lead the men
throughout the length and breadth of this land to feel that they are

not left out in the cold, that the little which they can do will count.

I believe the first duty is to make each smallest congregation in the

land feel that it is an integral part of the whole Church of Jesus

Christ that without it the consummation of the ages cannot be;
and if we can do that, if only we can catch that spirit ourselves

and impart something of it to our people, there will be a unison
of thought, sentiment and effort throughout the land that will make
our national missionary policy a reality within the next few years.

4. Then, fourth, to be a successful leader, the minister must have

faith in his people. The Chairman at the beginning put the first

word as Recognition recognize the missionary spirit that is in the

Church
;

have faith in your people ; they will always do better than
the elders and the deacons expect them to do. I have found that

out. They have done so little in the past because they have never
been appealed to in the right way. They have never done a great

thing because nothing great was ever expected of them. Trust

your people; let them know that you trust them. Congregations,
like individuals, will honestly try to live up to your high opinion
of them. I know, from experience, that congregations like to be

trusted. They like to feel that their minister has a high opinion
of them, and expects them to do notable things. A congregation
will more readily do a great thing than a little thing. You ask

the congregation to increase their giving to missions twenty-five
2
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per cent., and ten chances to one they will not do it; there is nothing
in that which appeals to their imagination ;

it is not worth the

effort; it does not arouse them. But if you ask the congregation
to double or treble or quadruple their giving to missions; if you
ask them to begin to give on a scale that will make it possible to

evangelize the world in this generation, they will sit up and listen.

They will begin to say, &quot;Wouldn t it be grand if only we could do

it?&quot; And then the next statement will be, &quot;Why couldn t we do
it? Wecan do it and we will;&quot; and then when they have done it,

oh ! the sense of strength that comes to that congregation, the joy
of achievement. Have you known, fellow ministers, what it is

for your own congregation to find out for the first time that it can

do something worth while? Have you seen the joy of achievement
in the whole people, and the glow of the inspiration that girds
them for the future 1 Well, that is what comes from doing a great

thing. Trust your people, and they will do a worthy thing,

especially when you can appeal to them by the constraining love

of Jesus Christ who did the greatest thing that God Himself could

do for the redemption of man.
5. And then, lastly, the pastor has not fulfilled his mission, has

not filled out the measure of his responsibility, when he has

awakened the missionary interest that responds in large giving.
The Church must look to her pastors as the great recruiting officers

for the Lord s army. All Christians are ministers of Jesus Christ;
all Christians must minister Christ to the world as they have oppor
tunity; both by personal effort and the medium of their money
gifts; but that is not enough, there is to-day, as you know, a loud
and an insistent cry for young men who will give up their whole
life to the service of Christ s Church in the ministry of the Word
at home and abroad. That is the great need of to-day, deeper far

than the need of money. And who, if not the pastor, can be

expected to discover and inspire these choice young souls whom
God is calling into the ministry of His Church? This call to give

up the whole life to a worthy cause will appeal to the young. The

young are idealists. They are charmed by the heroic. They
respond much more readily to the call of Christ than do the old.

Young people all over this land are honestly asking the question,
&quot;How can I make the most of my life for God and men? Where
can I be of greatest service in my day and generation?&quot; And the

Christian pastor must help them to answer that question. By his

own words and by his own life he must show them the possibilities
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of the Christian ministry. He must keep before them the need of

a world that is dying for dearth of love, a world that is perishing
for lack of knowledge. How can young people decide what their

sphere of service is? How can they know where they can best

serve their day and generation, if they are in ignorance of the

moral and social and religious conditions and the spiritual needs of

two-thirds of our human race? I believe that many of the noblest

youths in the land need only to understand the situation, need only
to have a vision of the need and a vision of the opportunity, and

they will dedicate their lives to this work. Weministers must help

give them that vision. You remember that when Isaiah saw the

wonderful vision, the call that came to him was not a personal call.

The Lord did not say, &quot;Isaiah, I want to send you.&quot; The appeal
was general &quot;Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?&quot;

And it was the prophet himself who made it personal by saying,

&quot;Lord, behold me
;

send me. &quot; The man who has had a vision of the

thrice-holy God, who in the light of that vision has felt his own
defilement and the world s need, as other men do not, and who
has known in his own experience the cleansing power of the Divine

Sacrifice, that man desires with all the intensity of his nature that

all others may know that the same cleansing through sacrifice, the

same life through death, is possible for them. God s call to the

mission field does not usually come in the form of a voice from
Heaven. It usually comes as a vision of the world s need and the

unparalleled opportunity for service which that need presents ;
and

if only we will help our young people to see the world as it is, to see

God as He is, and then kindle their love at the altar of sacrifice,

they will rise up and say, &quot;Behold me; send me.&quot; Oh! fellow

ministers, if our eyes have seen the King in His beauty and in His
holiness until the sense of our own defilement and the world s need
has borne down upon our hearts like a burden we cannot bear,

and if we have seen the flame of a holy love consuming that

precious sacrifice on Calvary s Cross, and if we have known in our
own experience the power of that holy flame to cleanse and

sanctify, then we will so preach and we will so pray that a mission

ary atmosphere will envelop the whole congregation, money will

be given, and men and women will offer for the work.
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THE REFLEX INFLUENCE OF MISSIONS.

J. CAMPBELLWHITE, GENERALSECRETARY, LAYMENS MISSIONARY

MOVEMENT,NEWYORK.

It always pays to obey God. His commands are always essenti

ally benevolent in their purpose. The greater the task He lays

upon us, the greater the blessing He means to give us through the

fulfilment of His will. The supreme blessing which God has in

store for His Church is to come to it when it fulfils the supreme
command He has ever given, viz., to evangelize the world. AH
history reveals the fact that blessing can only come in its fulness

to the Church when she is missionary in her spirit and in her effort.

The periods of purest light and highest effectiveness in every
department of her work have been characterized by the missionary
spirit. The unique character of Christianity can only be revealed
as it undertakes to become universal. It was a great surprise to

the Apostolic Church that Christianity exerted so large a power
over the various peoples to whom it was presented; but after it

was tested on one kind of people after another, Paul summarized
the whole situation by saying, I am not ashamed of the Gospel of

Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that

believeth.
&quot; No matter under what conditions it was put to the

test, no matter how degraded the people among whom it operated,
it always had the divine effect that was foretold, in the transfor

mation of individual, social and national life. Missions constitute

the most powerful apologetic of Christianity. If I had ever enter

tained any doubt about the divinity of Christ or the supernatural
character of His Word, those doubts would have been for ever set

aside by the experiences I had in India, working for ten years with
Hindus and Mohammedans, and beholding the marvellous, the

supernatural, power of the Word of God and of the life of Christ

to change those people. No one can be in intelligent touch with
what God is doing among the nations of the earth to-day without

crediting Christianity with supernatural effectiveness in the lives

of men.

In the extension of Christianity throughout the world we have
also been brought into contact with other religious systems of all

sorts. No one can appreciate fully the unique character and glory
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of Christianity without looking with some care into the essential

characteristics of non-Christian religious systems. Only as we
see these systems at their best, and yet in their utter inadequacy, are

we able to see in every lineament of the system that God has given us
the absolute meeting of human need at every possible point.

Not only do missions reveal the unique character of Christianity,

they tend to concentrate the attention of the Church on the great

practical essentials of religion, and so tend to a purity of doctrine,
a purity of life, an effectiveness of effort and a unity of sympathy
among Christ s people such as would not be possible on any other

basis. Is it not very striking that the first occasion which has

brought the Christians of this whole Dominion together on a
common platform, has been the call to obey the Great Commission?
The missionary enterprise is the most unifying task in the world.

Our missionaries have discovered in every frontier field of the

world that the differences which separate one body of Christians

from another are insignificant, in comparison with the unmeasured
chasm between Christianity and every other religious system in the

world. As Macaulay said long ago, it is difficult to discuss &quot;close

communion&quot; with people who are worshipping cows! The great

spiritual need of the world calls upon us to meet that need by all

the help at our disposal, and so tends to keep our attention con

centrated on what the Gospel can do in the life of the individual

and the nation. And this work is so vast that it can only be done

on a co-operative plan. Fortunately we are able to parcel out,

yonder in India and China and Africa, the great provinces or

districts to various separate denominations; and we have actually

got to the point on the foreign mission field where we trust each

other to preach an adequate Gospel. May we not hope that the

time may yet come when we can do the same thing in Canada and
the United States? Our Lord prayed, &quot;that they all may be one,

that the world may believe.&quot; These two things are to be realized

together in human history. When the Church is united and co

operative in her plans and work, there is every reason to believe

that she has it well within her power, with the infinite resources

that are to be released through her, to do all the work that God

expects of her in the world. But we never can do it on any other

than a co-operative basis.

Missions are also stimulating the spirit of evangelism as noth

ing else could do. If we are able to win savages and cannibals

and illiterate people in any part of the earth, if the Gospel is able
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to come to them with transforming power, of course it is able to

meet every human need with which we are confronted at home.
There is a vital and essential relationship between the new spirit
of evangelization that is taking hold of the Church, and the new
spirit of evangelism at home that is becoming more and more

pervasive. We can only be as aggressive as we ought in meeting
the needs of people round about us, when we are aggressive to the

point of sharing our Christianity with all who need it the world
around.

Missions also constitute the highest illustration of unselfishness

that the world affords, and are thus the supreme test of the

vitality of the Church. We have set up for our missionaries the

highest standard known to the thought of man. WT
e expect almost

perfection of those whom wr e send out as our representatives to the

remote corners of the earth. If we find that they are not measur

ing up to our ideal for them, how quickly criticism is made. We
expect of them the highest type of character, the highest kind of

devotion, the highest kind of love, the highest kind of patience, the

highest kind of tact, the highest kind of persistence, of courage and
of faith. That standard which we have set up for our missionary
representatives has a tremendous reflex action on ourselves and
on the whole life of the Church at home. Even though we have
not accepted a similar standard for ourselves, we are beginning to

see that it is inconsistent for us to make any demand of others in

the way of sacrifice or devotion which we are unwilling to share in

some degree ourselves. It would have been well worth while to

spend all the money that has ever been spent on the missionary
enterprise, if only to keep the ideals of the Church high and pure
and self-sacrificing, and that we might have upon ourselves the
reflex influence of those godly men and women who have gone out
to the four corners of the earth, but who still are the salt and
the inspiration and the vitalizing energy, very largely, of the

Church herself.

Has it occurred to you that missions alone can produce either

cosmopolitan Christians or cosmopolitan Christianity? It marks
a new era in the life of a man when he comes to regard the world
as his field. That man immediately begins to exercise a new
effectiveness in his own community. I know of nothing that can

inspire and hold permanently any man to his best life and his

highest achievement so certainly as to impart to him the conviction

that he is a vital factor in the progress of the universal Kingdom
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of Christ; that he is a part of the machinery of God for changing
human conditions throughout the world. Out of our narrow
personal and denominational and national and racial pride and
selfishness we need to be lifted into the higher patriotism of the

Kingdom of God. The interests of that Kingdom ought to unite
all friends of Christ in a great co-operative effort to make His

Gospel known to the last man, woman and child in the world.

Consider also the reflex influence of the spiritual life of native

Christians upon ourselves. I do not know whether you have
realized it or not, but I am persuaded that one of the greatest

prayer forces in the world to-day is being released in India, China,
Japan and Korea, among our missionaries and their converts.

I do not believe we have begun to learn how to pray as many of

them have. They have learned to pray in the midst of the greatest
difficulties that confront the onward march of the Kingdom of

God, and they are praying for us with an enthusiasm and with a

faith that we do not dream of here this afternoon. Last year
about sixty laymen went at their own charges to various parts of

the world to study the conditions and come back to report to their

Churches. One of these men reported on his return that the most

impressive thing that occurred on all his trip through the Orient

was while sitting in a prayer meeting in Korea and hearing a young
Korean praying with a fervency and a depth of feeling that

commanded his attention and interest; and when he asked the

missionary in a whisper what the man was praying about, he said,

&quot;He is praying for fulness of blessing upon the Churches in the

home land.

How do you account for this remarkable laymen s upris

ing in behalf of world-evangelization? I tell you how I ac

count for it chiefly. I believe it was born in the prayer life of the

missionaries at the front and their converts. I do not believe you
can account for this gathering this afternoon apart from the prayer

energies that are being released among those who have been gathered
out of heathenism. It is almost the equivalent of being brought
into direct touch with the Apostolic age to get into contact with

these people who have been born under the power of the Holy Ghost

out of heathenism and have been so completely transformed that

many of them put us to shame in the character and power of their

spiritual life. World problems are only going to be solved by a

cosmopolitan Christianity. We are face to face with the problem
of liberty among the nations; with the problem of education
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among the nations. Do we realize here this afternoon that more
than one-half of all the human race do not know how to read or

write? Among that half are men as great as our governors and
ministers and judges and all the great men of our nation. Think
of the loss to the intelligence of the world from the fact of their

illiteracy. This is the outstanding educational problem of the

world. Think of the problem of war. The United States is spend
ing twenty-five times as much on her army and navy as she is

spending to carry Christianity around the world. The dispropor
tion in what Great Britain is spending on her army and navy and
on missions is even greater. And we must come, one of these days,
to face seriously the question of whether we are going to put our

money chiefly into armies and navies in order to repress actual

outbreak of hostilities, or whether we are going to put a great deal

larger proportion of it constructively into the building of char
acter and producing those conditions of brotherhood that will make
armies and battleships for ever unnecessary. Bayonets and battle

ships can never produce brotherhood. The Gospel of Jesus Christ
is absolutely the only thing in the world that has this power.
Armies and navies may keep back war; they never can bring us
into world-peace of any permanent character.

Missions also furnish the only adequate outlet to the Church s

resources, and the only sufficient motive to the highest spiritual
life. God has poured great wealth into the hands of the Church.
Our material prosperity is so stupendous as to constitute one of

our principal perils, as Mr. Mott has said. Men heap up thousands,
hundreds of thousands, or millions of dollars, and in many cases

do not have anything worth while to do with it. One of the richest

men on this continent was asked by a friend of mine to give him a

subscription towards some important Christian work, and the man
declined. Then, my friend said to him, &quot;What reason have you
to think that your money will be used for the purposes that you
are interested in after you have gone?&quot; This was a man of over

seventy years of age, who had two sons, degraded, drunken,
debauchees, who were wasting their father s substance with riotous

living, and all those amassed tens of millions were to be turned
over to those sons at their father s death. Listen to the confession

which that father made a man deeply interested, as he professed
to be, in Christian things. He said, &quot;I have no reason to believe

that one dollar of my money will ever be devoted to the things in

which I am most interested by these two sons to whom I am leaving
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it.&quot; Is a man a slave or a mere fool who will turn over accumu
lated tens of millions to the further debauching of human society

by leaving it to vipers like that, even though they be his own
sons? Men are beginning to discover that in many cases wealth
handed down to their children is not a blessing to those children,
but often a handicap, if not a curse. The fact is that the rich man s

son has no equal chance with the poor man s son for self-effort and

self-mastery and self-discipline and the development of those higher
qualities of manhood that make a man the master and leader of

other men. Wealth involves a terrible risk, and you and I can
well afford to save our children that risk, and to put our money
into something that we know will help to change the conditions of

the human race.

My friend Dr. Goucher, of Baltimore, has during the last

twenty years invested $100,000 in one district in India. With
what result? There are 50,000 members of the Methodist
Church in that district to-day, who twenty years ago were

idolaters, and would be idolators to-day if into the heart of

that man had not come the impulse to make this magnificent
investment. That man had the right conception of life who said,

&quot;I would rather save a million men than save a million dollars.&quot;

It ought to be a very sobering conviction that comes to us this

afternoon, that it is easily within the power of some individual

men, directly and indirectly, to carry the message of Jesus Christ

for the first time to a million men who otherwise might never hear
that message. The potentiality of this audience this afternoon only
God can estimate in its power to thrust out light to the remotest

rim of the human race; and no man of you knows how large his

personal share may be in hastening the day when the world shall be

full of the knowledge of the Lord even as the waters fill the sea.

Did not Christ say, According .to your faith be it unto you ?

What he wants is a daring faith to undertake all he asks us to do
in His name and in His power. The resources of God can only
be released when we undertake the programme of God. The

programme of God includes the world; and His energy can only be

released through us when we give ourselves fearlessly to the

accomplishment of His world enterprise.

The other day in Des Moines, Iowa, a middle-aged man came to

mewho had been converted only a couple of years ago in one of Billy

Sunday s meetings. He joined the Methodist Church, and a few

days afterwards the stewards came around and said to him, We
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have assessed you $12.50.&quot; &quot;$12.50? What do you mean?&quot;

&quot;Well, we have assessed you $12.50 ;
we expect you to pay that much

into the Church.&quot; &quot;$12.50?&quot; &quot;Yes,&quot; they said, &quot;is that too

much?&quot; &quot;$12.50 in a year?&quot; &quot;Yes, is that too much?&quot; &quot;Why,

I have been in the habit, while I was serving the devil, of

throwing more than that away in a single night.&quot; And instead

of taking counsel of the stewards he began to read his Bible through
to see if there was any other suggestion or scale of giving. He
showed me the results of his investigation. They were type
written on little pieces of paper and pasted into a note book, and
he had all the striking passages from Genesis to Revelation bear

ing on a man s relation to God in this matter of giving. It would
be a revolutionary experience for some of us to go through that

same process, even though we may be in middle life before we
ever do it. He said, &quot;When I came up against this verse here,&quot;

and he pointed out the one, &quot;Will a man rob God?&quot; He said,

That finished me
;

I decided that I wouldn t give to God less than
a tenth, and I would give as much more as I could.&quot; Then he

went on to show me the account that he had kept with God for

the last six months, and during the last six months this man,
who had been asked by the stewards of the Church to give $12.50
a year, had given the tenth of his income, or a total of $378.

Twenty-seven times as much in six months as the Church asked
him for in a year. But he got his instructions and his scale of

giving from God instead of from the stewards. We need a new
standard of stewardship in the Church of Christ, and I don t know
of anything that will call out the piled-up resources of Christen
dom like the challenge of the world s need. That is big enough for

Christian men to pour out their millions into it, without staying
their hand; and I do not know of anything else that is. I. do not
know of any way that our civilization is to be saved from ease and

luxury and materialism and commercialism and spiritual stagna
tion, unless we find the larger outlet for that wealth which God has
so abundantly poured into our possession.

This opportunity is also a great challenge to personal activity.
There are men here in Toronto and in Ottawa and in Montreal
and in Winnipeg and in Vancouver to-day who a year ago were

doing nothing special for God, who now are all on fire for Him.
Why? Because they have been seized with a passion to see the

world redeemed, and they are ready for any kind of Christian

activity. This challenge of the largest and most imperative kind
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has come to them with persuasive power. It is the greatest chal

lenge that even God has with which to arouse and enlist men in

His tasks. I wish I had discovered twenty years ago what I have
discovered only recently that there is not any key with which to

unlock the assets of the manhood of the Church like the key of

the challenge of the world s need and the unsatisfied longing of

Jesus Christ. Ministers and laymen alike will only be able fully
to call out the resources and energies of the men of our Churches
when we put before them the whole challenge of God to meet the

whole need of the world.

I was in Louisville, Kentucky, a few months ago, attending a

convention. I had been asked to go to speak of the Laymen s

Movement, and in the corridors of the hotel I heard some men
criticizing the movement, saying that it was after all an instrument
of only one string. I was very glad to learn their point of view,
and when I got up to speak I recounted the conversation that I

had overheard, and then publicly thanked the men for the sug-

gestiveness of it. I said, &quot;The Laymen s Missionary Movement
is an instrument of one string in the same sense that the human
body has only one spinal cord, but that is quite enough for a

human body. The missionary principle is the great organizing

spinal cord of Christianity down through the centuries. A Christ

ianity that is not missionary primarily and imperatively is a mon
strosity and unworthy of the Master that it professes to follow.

The Church can never be the salt of human society until it under
takes to be the light of the world. There is no possibility of our

saving ourselves and our own nations until we undertake to save

mankind.
If I could impress but two Scripture passages upon this great

audience of men, they would be these: &quot;The field is the world&quot;

your field as well as Christ s. And the other one &quot;The promise
is unto you&quot;- the promise of the Holy Spirit in His ful

ness for service and world- wide witnessing The promise is unto

you.&quot; Would that every man could feel that his field is as big
as any other man s field in the world. No man has any larger

field than anybody else. All of us have as large a field as Jesus

Christ had. All of us have the field of the world, and all of us

have the Holy Spirit as our equipment. &quot;The field is the world.&quot;

&quot;The promise is unto you.&quot;
&quot;All things are possible with God.&quot;

&quot;All things are possible to him who believeth.&quot;
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INTRODUCTORY.

CHAIRMANN. W. ROWELL, K.C.

Your Honor, it is my high privilege and responsibility, as Chair
man of the Canadian council of the Laymen s Missionary Move
ment, to formally declare this Congress open. In doing so permit
me to briefly state the scope and something of the personnel of this

Congress.
This Congress was called by the Canadian council of the Lay

men s Missionary Movement, acting in co-operation with representa
tives of the Mission Boards of the Church of England, the Presby
terian Church, the Methodist Church, the Baptist Churches and the

Congregational Churches. All the smaller communions were invited

to join in making the arrangements and to enjoy the privileges of
the Congress, and you will be pleased to know that with but few

exceptions, they have accepted the invitation. The only large
Christian body in Canada not here represented is the Roman
Catholic Church. They joined with their Roman Catholic brethren
in the United States in holding a great Missionary Congress in

Chicago some months ago. We therefore may truly say that the

inspiration of the Laymen s Missionary Movement has touched
the Christian men of all the Churches in Canada. Every clergyman
of all the co-operating communions was invited to accept the

position of Honorary Commissioner, and 1,500 seats were made
available for Honorary Commissioners. So general has been the

response that for some days we have not been able to accept further

registrations of Honorary Commissioners. A communication was
sent to every congregation of all these communions from sea to

sea including the Island of Newfoundland, and each was requested
to submit the names of representative men who might be invited to

become commissioners, and to all men whose names were so sub

mitted invitations were sent. So enthusiastic has been the response
on the part of the laymen that the 2,000 seats reserved for laymen
have all been taken. We have commissioners present from every

province of the Dominion, and from the Island of Newfoundland.
Wedeeply regret that since the Congress was planned an honored

leader has fallen
;

the hand of death has removed from our midst

the Primate of all Canada, one of our Honorary Presidents. In ac

cepting the position of Honorary President, the Primate expressed
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the hope that he might be permitted to take an active part in all

the proceedings of the Congress. To his family and the Church he

so long and loyally served we tender our sincerest sympathy. We
are glad to have as his successor as honorary president, and as

representative of the Church of England in Canada, the Archbishop
of Rupert s Land.

The Laymen s Missionary Movement of Scotland is represented
at the Congress by Sir Andrew Fraser, who will to-night convey to

us the greetings of our brethren in Scotland.

The Laymen s Missionary Movement in England sends greet

ings, and prays for the Divine blessing upon this gathering. Sir

Robert Hart, that great Englishman who for half a century wrought
such a work in China, writes as follows :

I am sorry to be absent from such a gathering and on so interesting and

important an occasion, and I wish for meeting and movement all possible

success. Ordination may make a man a minister, but all who have heard the

glad tidings &quot;are more or less ministers and missionaries, and have the duty
and privilege of sharing their knowledge with others; and without laymen s

support the growing building of missionary enterprise lacks what is a modern

necessity a good business basis. So it is satisfactory to find the laymen of

to-day taking concerted action on such a scale.

His Excellency the Honorable James Bryce, British Ambassa
dor at Washington, regrets that engagements made months ago
prevent his being with us, and expresses his appreciation of the

great importance of the Laymen s Missionary Movement, and his

warm sympathy with it.

His Excellency the Governor-General, one of our distinguished

honorary presidents, also writes regretting his inability to be

present.
Weextended invitations to the secretaries of the Mission Boards

in the United States and to the members of the International Com
mittee of the Laymen s Missionary Movement and other mission

ary leaders to become Honorary Commissioners. The presence of

over forty of these distinguished missionary leaders gives evidence

of their great interest in this Congress.
This Congress is truly national, in that it represents the men

of the Churches from every province of our Dominion as well as

the Island of Newfoundland which should form part of the Domin
ion. It has not only a national but an international religious signifi

cance. Weenter upon it in a spirit of prayer and great expectation.
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It is the largest and most representative gathering of Christian
men ever assembled in Canada. It is the first National Congress in

the interests of missions, certainly the first since the days of the

early Church. Needless to say, it is not a legislative body it has
no jurisdiction to bind by its action any person or Church or mis

sionary organization. Its object is to arouse and inspire the

Christian men of Canada to a sense of their missionary privilege
and responsibility. Its conclusions have no further force or effect

than such as should be given to the mature judgment of so large
and truly representative a body of Christian men. It expresses the

growing spirit of Christian unity and co-operation among the

Churches of Canada. It expresses the awakened interest of the

Christian men of Canada in the primary purpose of the Church
the evangelization of the world. It represents the prayers and

aspirations of thousands of good men and women from one end of

the land to the other. It represents the result of the working of

the Divine spirit upon the minds and hearts of men.

We are honored to-night in having with us His Honor the

Lieutenant-Governor of this Province. It is now my privilege to

present him to you, and he will convey to our distinguished visitors

and to the members of this Congress our greetings and words of

welcome.
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WORDSOF WELCOME.

HON. J. M. GIBSON, LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR.

The honor has been assigned to me of addressing a few words
of welcome to you on this occasion the first regular session of the

Canadian National Missionary Congress. You are assembled for the

purpose of considering and discussing Canada s National Missionary
Policy.

The occasion is unique and epoch-making, being the first time in

history that the men of a nation have met to consider and adopt
a missionary policy for their country.

This city has in its time seen a great many conventions, and
is known as a convention city. However important any of these

assemblies may have been, none of them has ever transcended or

even equalled in significance the Congress whose proceedings and
deliberations you are to engage in.

This Congress seems to be the natural outcome of the remarkable

increase of zealous interest in missions which has recently been

evinced by the laymen of all Churches throughout the Dominion.

During the months of September, October and November last,

laymen s missionary campaigns were conducted in twenty-four
cities throughout the Dominion, from the Atlantic to the Pacific

from Sydney to Victoria, There seemed to have begun among
laymen, a general awakening to the fact that while home and foreign

missions have all along been recognized among the schemes of the

Churches, there had been in reality an absence of anything like

general interest or participation in the work on the part of the men
of the Churches. This lack of interest was evidenced by the small-

ness of percentage of members who ever contributed money for

missionary purposes, as well as by the smallness of the contribu

tions given by the great majority of those who gave at all.

Laymen have begun to look squarely at the question of respon
sibility and to bring business methods to bear in dealing with that

responsibility.
In the campaign instituted in the twenty-four cities, the ques

tion was, Will Canada evangelize her share of the world? The

general consensus of reply to this question was, Yes. Canada must
and will.
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Men are asking themselves whether our Christian religion is a
sham that means nothing or not and if it is not, what about the
unchristianized portions of the world and they are answering, no,
it is not a sham, and are realizing that a duty has to be discharged
in the matter of missions.

I welcome this Congress to the labors set before it
;

I welcome most heartily the distinguished gentlemen from far
and near, especially those from afar, who are to deliver addresses,
some of them several addresses, during the continuance of this

Congress ;

I welcome strangers from wheresoever they come to this good
city of Toronto a city well supplied with Churches, and a city
in which a quiet, well-observed Sabbath is probably more noticeable

than in any other city of its size either on this or any other
continent

;

I welcome the exhibition this Congress will afford of combined
effort and co-operation as between different Churches or denomin
ations of Christians, in promoting the spread of the Gospel, and in

furthering the best interests of our Christian religion, regardless
of or notwithstanding non-essential, or at all events, not absolutely
essential, points of difference in creeds and methods;

I welcome the certainty that this laymen s movement will accom

plish grand results in connection with both home and foreign mis

sionary work, and the equal certainty that in a corresponding degree
our own religion will be vivified, becoming more practical and
therefore more real than ever before.

My welcome is intended to be a very earnest one, and my desire

is that it may have all the force and significance that can be attached

to it by reason of the position which I occupy in this community.
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INTRODUCTIONOF SIR ANDREWFRASER.

CHAIRMANROWELL: It has been given to Great Britain, more
than to any other nation of ancient or modern times, to breed a

class of men who, dwelling among the less advanced and progressive
races of the world, have carried with them the principles of British

Government, and have worked for the upbuilding of those less

advanced and progressive nations; her great proconsuls in various

parts of the world men like Cromer in Egypt and Milner in

South Africa and Fraser in India. Sir Andrew Fraser speaks to

us this evening in a special sense, as the ambassador of the Christian

laymen of the Mother Country of so many of this audience and
some of us might be glad if we could call it our Mother Country,
too he will speak to us on behalf and present the greetings of the

Laymen s Missionary Movement of Scotland.

SIR ANDREWFRASER.

Your Honor, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, I thank you very
heartily indeed for the exceedingly kind and cordial welcome that

you have extended to me this evening. Wehave been told by the

Lieutenant-Governor that he extends his welcome to all strangers,
and I suppose that you all share in that sentiment. It seems to

me, however, that in extending your welcome you have annihilated

them. I have not felt a stranger since I came to Canada. It is

a real good thing to come so far and to receive so hearty a welcome
from men on whose faces, for the most part, I have never looked

before, but who belong to my kith and kin. and who above all are

my fellow-subjects of the great King of kings. Allow me to tell

you about the invitation that came to me to attend this Congress.
I had only arrived from India, where I have been spending thirty-
seven years in the service of the Crown. I had only got back to

my own land when I received this invitation. I confess to you that

I did not hesitate ten minutes about the accepting of it. And
the reason was this

;
that if there was one thing that was weighing

on my mind at the time it was the obligation of Great Britain and
of the Christian Church generally to India and to the East. That
was one great reason why I was willing to come, that I might do
what little I could to advance the objects of this great Congress.
Besides that, I felt a strong drawing to the men on this side of the
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water who had so strong an interest in that which had so long deeply
interested me. I felt that I should like to see the brethren, and to

catch something of their spirit. I felt that it was an opportunity
for me which I should be a fool to lose if I could possibly avail

myself of it; and when I laid the matter before the head of my
house, she entirely agreed with me in my position, and packed
up and prepared to accompany me. After I had accepted the

invitation I went to dear old Edinburgh, where I had been educated,
and to which I loved to return. There I had several engagements,
and amongst others I was asked to attend the annual meeting of

the Laymen s Missionary Movement of Scotland. Up to that time
I did not belong to this movement, for we have not got it in India

yet, and I had been only two or three days in Scotland. I attended
the meeting, and somehow or other it came out I forget whether
I garrulously told it myself, or whether somebody else gave the

information that I was going to the other side of the Atlantic. On
that, the following resolution was passed :

Extract from the minutes of the annual meeting of the Laymen s Mission

ary Movement in Scotland, held in Edinburgh on the 4th March, 1909, the

Master of Polwarth presiding.
The Master of Polwarth stated that the executive committee had proposed

to invite Sir Andrew Fraser to join the committee. He accordingly moved
from the chair that Sir Andrew s name be added to the executive committee,

and that he be authorized to represent the movement in Scotland at the

Canadian National Congress, and that he be requested to convey to the

friends in the United States and Canada the greetings of the members of the

movement here, and an expression of pleasure at the news of the progress of

the movement in America.

The motion was carried unanimously.

I have the greatest pleasure in carrying out these orders, and in

communicating to you the deep sympathy that the laymen of Scot

land have for the movement in this country, and in wish

ing you all happiness and all blessing in connection with this Con

gress. May I be allowed, Sir, to say that on an important occasion

when I held high official office, I was spoken of as &quot;a distinguished

Scotchman&quot;; and I take the liberty of saying that I was easily

distinguished, for my speech bewrayeth me. For thirty-seven years
I have been absent from Scotland, but I have never lost my Scotch

accent, and I am perfectly able to represent Scotland on this plat

form though I have been so long what they call an exile. I feed

thoroughly with Scotland, and I feel with Scotland in nothing
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more than in this in carrying to you these hearty and brotherly

greetings from my fellow countrymen. There is just one other

word that I should like to say, and it is this: I cannot help
feeling that I come before you and to this conference in another

capacity. We are all one in Christ Jesus, and though we feel our
differences sometimes, we sink them on an occasion like this. We
can remember nothing except that great promise that holds me as I

look at you this evening &quot;lie shall have dominion also from sea

to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.&quot; We can
think of nothing now but the glory of our Lord. And yet I should
like to say that while we are gathered together as brethren, gathered
around the great gathering Name for Jesus is the gathering
Name &quot;Gather the saints, gather them to Jesus&quot; while we are

gathered around the great gathering Name we do not forget our
own Churches; and I represent the Presbyterian Church of India.

I have long belonged to the Presbyterian Church of India, to the

Indian Church, the native Church, and I have now an official posi
tion in India, for I am still moderator of the General Assembly of

the Indian Presbyterian Church. And I like to come to you as

justified in calling myself its representative, and as carrying to you
from the East the greetings of my fellow churchmen in India, the

Indians who have been brought to the faith, many of whom owe
their conversion to missionaries from Canada and from the United

States, for the Indian Presbyterian Church consists of what were

formerly seven separate Churches the mission Churches founded

by the Presbyterians of Scotland and of Canada and of the United

States, and the Methodist Calvinists of Wales, and the Dutch
Reformed Church. All those now form the Indian Presbyterian

Church; and I have often heard with the greatest gladness, Indian

Christians talk of the debt which, under their Lord, they owe to men
on this side of the \vater. There is one other thing that I should

like to say : I represent also those that are outside the Church in

India; and if I could I would utter in the hearts of everyone of

you the great cry that goes up from India now for a Saviour, and
He is Christ the Lord.
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CANADAS OPPORTUNITYAT HOMEANDABROAD.

N. W. ROWELL, K.C., TORONTO.

Carlyle has said, Of a man or of a nation, we enquire . . .

first of all, what religion they had. Answering this question is

giving us the soul of the history of the man or nation. The thoughts

they had were the parents of the actions they did; their feelings
were parents of their thoughts; it was the unseen and spiritual
in them that determined the outward and actual; their religion,

as I say, was the great fact about them.&quot;

If we would rightly interpret the history of the nations of

ancient or modern times, we must understand their religion. Reli

gion has ever been the most potent factor in individual and national

life. Dr. Lyman Abbott in a recent article expresses this thought
where he states that nature worship has given to the world Africa,

agnosticism represented in Confucianism has given to the world

China, pantheism has given to the world India, and Christianity has

given to the world Europe and America.

Canada s supreme opportunity at home is not in the development
of her resources; or in the regulation of her trade; or in the im

provement of her political relations or even in the establishment

of a navy, or in all these combined her supreme opportunity at

home is in making the religion of Christ a real and vital thing to

all her people, and her supreme opportunity abroad is in helping
to make this religion known to the non-Christian nations of the

world.

Canada s opportunity at home. That we may better appreciate
the greatness and significance of this opportunity let us briefly

recall to our minds the extent and general characteristics of our

country and the number and character of our immigrants and
settlers.

Canada with a present population of not more than 7,000,000
is larger than the United States including Alaska, the Philippines,
Porto Rico, and its other possessions with their combined population
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of over 100,000,000. Canada has almost as large an area as the

continent of Europe with its 400,000,000 people. It has 33 per cent,

of the total area of the British Empire with its population of over

400,000,000. From Sydney on the Atlantic to Vancouver on the

Pacific is 3,500 miles; and from the international boundary north
to Herschel Island the most northerly mission station of any
of our Canadian Churches is 1,400 miles. You say area is rela

tively unimportant ;
Canada lies so near the North Pole that but a

small proportion of the total area is reasonably habitable by man.
This view for many years largely prevailed in Europe, in a measure
in the United States, and even to some extent in our own country ;

exploration and investigation are rapidly dispelling this erroneous

conception.
What is our situation and what the habitable area? It is an

interesting fact that probably 25 per cent, of the total area of the

United States lies north of the city of Toronto. Edinburgh is 800
miles and St. Petersburg 1,100 miles north of Toronto. But you
say the warm currents of the Atlantic so moderate the climate on
the west coast of Europe that these figures have no application.
The warm currents of the Atlantic find their counterpart in the

warm currents of the Pacific, and the climate on the west coast of

America is largely similar to that on the west coast of Europe.
Dawson City, the most northerly city in Canada, is 1,400 miles

north of Toronto. It is as far north of Toronto as Mexico City is

south. It is as far north of the international boundary as Los Angeles
is south. It is undoubtedly true that very large areas in the

northern part of Canada, so far as we know at present, are not

reasonably habitable, but Canada has an area almost as large as

the United States which is reasonably habitable so far as climate

is concerned. Even within this restricted area, as large as the

United States, there may be large areas the value of which we have
not as yet ascertained if any value they possess as the home of

man, but in every large country there are areas of barren land

unsuitable for cultivation and largely unoccupied by man. After

making all due allowance, there still remains an area at least half

as large as the continent of Europe which, so far as we know at

present, should be the home of men. We have great varieties of

climate, but nowhere is the climate so warm as to be enervating,
and everywhere it should breed a strong, aggressive and a conquer
ing race. It is not possible at present to form an accurate estimate

of the extent or richness of our great natural resources. It is not
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possible to foretell, or even hazard a judicious guess as to the
limits of the future development of our agricultural, our mineral
and our manufacturing industries. That they will surpass the

expectations of even the most sanguine goes without saying. Cer
tain it is that the extent of territory open for settlement, and the

richness and variety of the resources ensure that in the very near
future these territories must be the home of many millions of

people. Lord Strathcona has said, &quot;At the end of the twentieth

century Canada will have a population twice as large as the British

Isles.
&quot; The extent of our territory, our geographical position, our cli

mate, ensure a material development equalled by few countries of the

world. Into these new territories and the large centres of popula
tion in the East the immigrants are coming by the thousands. The
settlers of the past five years are now largely in the majority in the

Provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan. British Columbia, Mani
toba and Northern Ontario, as well as the large centres of population
in the older parts of Canada, have also received their share of this

incoming tide. That these immigrants are not simply passing

through the country, but are taking up land and making our country
their home, is evidenced by the fact that in the four years preceding
1907 more Government land was taken up, more homestead entries

made in the provinces west of the Great Lakes than in the whole
28 years preceding. It seems as if in the no distant future the

balance of population in Canada may be west of the Great Lakes,

and that the controlling factors in our social, political and religious

life may be the social, political and religious forces and ideals which

dominate that western land. No man can afford to be indifferent to

the conditions prevailing there.

American and Canadian immigration compared. We have

wondered at the volume of immigration to the United States and
have felt, perhaps, not without cause, that they have not been able

entirely to assimilate, Americanize and evangelize the immense
number of immigrants they have received. There are sections of

the United States where the Sabbath is not respected, where

Christian institutions are not held in esteem, and where the general
laws of the land are not observed as they are in the older and better

settled portions of either their country or ours. Their Churches

have not been able to bring all these incoming multitudes under

the power and influence of the Gospel in such a way as to transform

their lives and bring them into harmony with the laws, the institu

tions and the Christian ideals which they, as we, covet and hold
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dear. The Gospel of Christ has not cleared the way and laid the

foundations. But great as has been their immigration it has never
in any decade during the past hundred years exceeded an average
of one per cent, per annum of their population, and in no year has

it exceeded more than about one and a half per cent. In Canada

during the five years from 1901 to 1906 our average annual immi

gration exceeded two and a quarter per cent, of our population, and

during the year 1907 it was between four and five per cent. In

proportion to our population we received in the year 1907 about

three times as many immigrants as the United States received in

any year of its history. The United States had a population of

over 20,000,000 before the people of that country were called upon
to receive and bring into touch with their American and Christian

ideals as many immigrants as we were called upon to receive and
endeavor to assimilate in the year 1907.

Let us not forget that the immigrants are not coming to us

like pilgrims to NewEngland for freedom to worship God, but

solely to improve their material condition, and naturally their

dominant thought and great objective is their own material advance
ment. We are supplying them with lands, homes and all kinds of

opportunities for material well-being, but we must ever remind

ourselves, &quot;Man cannot live by bread alone.&quot; The peril of these

new communities is that in the effort to gain the world they lost. 1

their souls. What are we doing to supply their deeper needs

those unseen things that abide and are eternal ? The supreme ques
tion in Canada to-day is, What will be the religious life of these

new communities ? The Churches must act now. Our whole future

depends on what the Churches do now. Was there ever given to

the Churches of any land a greater opportunity and a graver

responsibility ?

All our Churches are seeking to meet the needs of these settlers,

but so far none of them have been able to satisfactorily overtake

what they deem to be their share of this work that is, either to

supply a sufficient number of properly qualified men, or to provide

adequate means for their support. In the new and sparsely settled

districts, there is unfortunately an amount of overlapping and

duplicating of work by the different denominations, which should
be avoided and by a display of Christian co-operation and practical
business common sense could be avoided with great advantage to

the communities served, and to the Churches concerned, by releasing
men and money for needed work elsewhere. But, after making
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all due allowance for this overlapping, more qualified men and
larger financial resources are urgently needed.

Our country is just in the process of making. Her future

depends largely on the work of this generation. By the time
another generation comes upon the scene, the foundation will have
been laid and the general character of the superstructure deter
mined. Now is the hour of our supreme opportunity. In this new
country the Christian faith has found a deep and abiding place
in the minds and hearts of the masses of the people. Weare happily
free from many of the social, industrial and political problems
which are so characteristic of the countries of Europe, conditions

inherited from the past and which baffle the skill of the wisest

statesmen and social reformers; we are so far happily free, or

largely so, from many of the industrial and social problems which
our American friends find so difficult to deal with. This freedom

enlarges our opportunities and greatly increases our responsi
bilities.

What has the future in store for us? The material development
of the past ten years forms no adequate basis from which to judge
of the development of the future. The progress may not be uniform
or uninterrupted. There may, and very probably will be, an ebb
in the tide of immigration but only to be followed by a greater
flow. Who can number the millions who, before the close of the

century, will occupy this Canada of ours? Who can foretell the

tides of commerce which will sweep across our land when Canada
in the vigor of her youth stretches out her hands towards Europe
and Asia? Who can foretell Canada s place in the world s politics

when in the fulness of her strength she stands by her mother in the

councils of the Empire, and through the Empire makes her influ

ence felt in the world? Whether that future will be worthy or

unworthy depends not on our material resources, nor our material

development, but on the life and the character of our citizens. This

life and character will be the outcome of their religious beliefs. If

true to our privileges and opportunities, we should be able on this

half of the North American continent to develop the best type of

Christian civilization this world has known. This is Canada s

opportunity at home.
Canada s opportunity abroad. Foreign missions in the sense

in which our fathers used the term, have no existence to-day.

Steam and electricity have annihilated distance and made this

world one great community. And what is Canada s place in this
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community? She stands on the highway of commerce between

Europe and Asia, her Eastern ports nearer Europe, her Western

nearer Asia, than even those of our American neighbors to the

south.

In the Middle Ages the Mediterranean was the great highway
of commerce between the civilized nations of the world. With the

discovery of America, its settlement and development, the Atlantic

became what the Mediterranean once was. With the awakening of

the Orient, where lives more than half of the race, the Pacific Ocean
must be in the future the greatest highway of trade among the

nations of the earth, and during this century on and around this

ocean, must the world s great drama largely be acted. Canada,
with her face to the Pacific, must in this drama, play no incon

spicuous part. We realize the position which Japan holds in the

world s politics to-day. If we multiply the power and influence

of Japan by ten, we may form some faint estimate of the position
which China will hold in the days to come. Japan, China, India

all the nations of the East are taking the science, the inventions,
the military ideals, the Western learning, of our Christian civili

zation.

Is it not a strange and significant thing that the all-wise Father
has only unlocked to those nations which have the outlook and

uplift of our Christian faith, those mysterious and secret forces

of the universe which have, by their utilization, placed such tre

mendous power in the hands of man ? And if these mighty forces are

to be instruments in the hands of these Eastern peoples for their

social and moral progress and uplift rather than instruments for

their or our undoing, it will only be as they come to know Him &quot;in

Whomare hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
&quot;How, then, shall they call on Him in Whomthey have not

believed? And how shall they believe in Him of WThom they have
not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And
how shall they preach except they be sent?&quot;

If Canada is in the process of making, these nations are in the

process of remaking. By the time another generation comes upon
the scene the character of the new Orient will be largely determined.
Now is the hour of our supreme opportunity abroad.

Will Canada help to give these nations the moral energy and
spiritual outlook of her Christian faith?

What does this opportunity involve? It has been estimated

that if the Churches of Canada assumed their share of world respon-
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sibility they should undertake the evangelization of not less than

40,000,000 in non-Christian lands. By evangelization we mean, to

make intelligible the Gospel of our Lord to those who know Him
not, and this we should do in this generation. To do this work we
would require one missionary leader for every 25,000 people; this

means 1,600 missionaries. We now have over 400. We should
increase our force by about 1,200. That we are well able to supply
this force no one will seriously question. If we allow $2,000
annually for each missionary leader, his staff of native assistants

and a share of the cost of the plant and equipment required, we
require a total annual income of not less than $3,200.000. Our
contributions to foreign missions for 1907-8 amounted to only
about $700,000. We must therefore increase these contributions

by $2,500,000. To efficiently do our home mission work, we should
increase our annual contributions from about $1,000,000, the present

income, to not less than $1.300,000; making the total annual mis

sionary income required $4,500,000.
We have about 900,000 communicant Church members in all

our Churches other than the Roman and Greek Catholic. This only
means an average contribution of $5.00 per communicant Church
member. That we are well able to provide the money is self-evident.

When Roman power had subdued the nations and established

Roman authority throughout the civilized world; when Roman
roads made travel possible and drew the nations together; when
the Greek language had spread to the ends of the earth and become
a universal tongue; when Judean hearts longed for the coming of

the Promised One
;

in the f ulness of time Christ came. Before He
ascended to the Father He commissioned His disciples to the task

of world conquest. &quot;Go ye ... and make disciples of all

the nations.&quot; A few men against a world sunken in sin; but with

what faith and consecration and success they undertook the work.

Many might bear the testimony of St. Paul: &quot;In labors more

abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in

deaths oft ... but none of these things move me, neither

count I my life dear unto myself.
To every land the Gospel message was carried; our pagan

ancestors in the Island of Britain received the word and it trans

formed their lives. Dr. Goldwin Smith, in his political history of

the United Kingdom tells us, &quot;It introduced an opposition to the

warlike type, the Christian type of character, the Gospel virtues

of charity, meekness, readiness to forgive, the saintly and ascetic
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ideal, the notion of sin against God, where before there had only
been that of wrong done to. and avenged by man ... It pro
claimed the spiritual equality of the sexes and the humane rights
of the slave.&quot; All that is best and truest, all that we most covet

in our civilization, comes to us as the result of these early mission

ary labors of the &quot;foreign missionaries&quot; who came from the East
to the West. Christianity has given to the world Europe and
America.

To-day despotism is everywhere giving way to constitutional

forms of government and men are being made free to think and act

for themselves. Law and order are being everywhere established

and life and property protected. Steam and electricity have made
for us a path through the seas as well as on dry land. We are

almost borne on the wings of the wind to the most remote parts
of the earth some day we may be. The work of the translator, and
the printing press has made it possible for all men, &quot;for Parthians
and Medes and Elamites and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in

Judea and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia, in Phrygia and Pam-
phylia, in Egypt and in the parts of Lybia about Gyrene and

strangers of Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians
to hear men speak in their own tongues &quot;the wonderful works of

God.&quot;

The work of Womens Missionary Societies has created a mis

sionary atmosphere in many of our homes, a spirit of prayer and

expectancy. The Student Volunteer Movement has raised up
a well-equipped and well-trained army for conquest. God has

given to the Christian men of the world a large share of the world s

wealth, all the material resources necessary to accomplish the task ;

and their own salvation depends on its right use. The spirit of

Christian unity among the various Christian bodies has made
possible the practical co-operation so essential in a mighty
undertaking. The work done and information gathered by
missionaries on the field has made possible the planning of

a comprehensive and adequate policy. There has come to

many of the men of this generation a new vision of what

Christianity really means, and now. &quot;in the fulness of time&quot; Christ

has come and says to the Church, &quot;Go ye, therefore, and make
disciples of all the nations.&quot;

In the days of the Crusades the chivalry of Europe the best

blood of many lands freely gave their lives to rescue the empty
tomb of our risen Lord from the hands of the infidel

; they went
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with fire and sword to kill, not to make alive. To-day we are called

to another Crusade
;

not to rescue an empty tomb, but to present to

dying men their risen and ascended Lord; not to kill but to make
alive; to carry hope and new life to countless millions who sit in

darkness. In this Crusade who would not join?
The Canadian colonies led the way in federation. Australia

followed our example, and the colonies of South Africa are now
seeking to find strength in union. Canada led the way in the

union of the various branches of the Presbyterian and Methodist
Churches. Canada has led the way in the negotiations for a larger
and more comprehensive Church union. The Christian men of

Canada are the first to gather together in a great National Congress
to consider their missionary privileges and responsibilities. As
the Roman was called to teach the world law; the Greek to teach the

world art
;

the Hebrew to teach the world religion ;
so we in Canada,

if true to our opportunities, may be called to lead the world in the

work of world- wide evangelization. This is Canada s supreme
opportunity abroad.

In our national campaign last autumn, extending from Sydney
to Victoria, touching every province of the Dominion, we sub
mitted to the Christian men at the centres of population visited,

this question: &quot;Will Canada evangelize her share of the world?&quot;

The response was everywhere clear and unequivocal : Canada can

and will.&quot;

This great gathering is the culmination of that campaign, and
the proposition which, as president of this Congress, it is my privi

lege to submit to you, is this : Will Canada evangelize her share of

the world and will she undertake this work now?
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THE WORLDS DEBT TO THE MISSIONARY.

ROBERTE. SPEER, NEWYORK.

The work of foreign missions is not in need of any over-state

ments in order to make its claim convincing. More than that, any
exaggeration is sure to injure both the cause and its advocates.

What it cannot claim within the bounds of truth, it does not wish
to claim, and would be injured by claiming. I am going to state

just as strongly as I can to-night the world s debt to the mission

ary, but I want to do it well within the bounds of the truth. And
to assure you that no careless claims are to be made regarding the

measure of the world s debt to the missionary, I wish to make
at the outset three preliminary observations.

In the first place, the missionary enterprise is not the only
agency by which God is acting upon the world. Wedo not believe

that commerce and diplomacy and civilization have slipped between
the fingers of the hands of God. We do not believe this, because,
on general principle, we believe in God s sovereign control over all

the lives of men, and we do not believe it because particularly we
can see throughout the length and breadth of the world the mani
fest way in which these great forces are playing into the designs
of God in the coming of His Kingdom. And the spirit of life is

moving out over the world in far more subtle ways than these,

permeating the life of the nations. And that spirit of life we
believe to be the Spirit of the living God. All that is being done
in the world, accordingly, towards the coming of the Kingdom
of God is not being done by the one enterprise of foreign missions.

In the second place, the missionary enterprise is not a perfect
and faultless enterprise. How could it be? it went out from us.

It carries with it out to the missionary fields the limitations that

mark the life of the Church at home; it represents the best and
noblest element in the Church at home, but just so far as that

element falls short of the perfect embodiment of the character

and spirit of our Lord will the missionary enterprise itself be

imperfect and faulty ;
it is carried on by men, and they will make

men s mistakes.

In the third place, the missionary enterprise is not seeking to

achieve everything. There is much solicitude on the part of some
whomwe highly esteem lest the Church concern herself with social
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and political problems, and in doing so forget or confuse her
distinctive character and mission. None of us, I think, need feel

any apprehension regarding our foreign missionary enterprise, at

least in that regard. It is aiming at just one thing, to make Jesus
Christ known thoroughout the world. It is a distinctly religious

enterprise, and animated by a distinctly religious spirit, aiming at

a distinctly religious end, and it is accomplishing all that it is

accomplishing in other directions, largely because it does not make
these other things its primary aim at all, but goes out with one

supreme, determining and all-embracing religious purpose. I think
it is just to claim that the missionary enterprise is nevertheless the

most powerful, the purest, the most fruitful agency by which God
is operating greatly upon the world. No other agency that is affect

ing the life of man is striking that life with so deep and heavy an

impact; is pouring into it so purely, with so little contamination,
the living stream of the life of God

;
is bearing so rich and abundant

a fruitage. And I am going to try to analyze this evening the

debt, which the world on this side of the ocean, owes to the mission

ary, and to his enterprise.
In the first place, it is the missionary who has largely helped

to open the world to us. As a matter of fact, he has opened up a

good part of the geography of the world to us. Wewould not be

knowing it to-day as we do if it were not for him. That whole
dark continent of Africa was made known to us chiefly by him.

As to all Southern Africa, said the London Times, and it is not

given to over-praise of missionaries: &quot;We owe it to our mission

aries that the whole region of South Africa has been opened up.&quot;

And Mr. Stanley has said of David Livingstone that in the whole
annals of African exploration, we look in vain for a name to set

beside the name of Livingstone. That great dark continent has

been unsealed to the knowledge of the world by the work of the

missionary. And this is true not only of Africa, but of Korea,

Manchuria, China, Burma, Siam, Arabia
;

in fact, almost the whole
of Asia has laid bare its inner secrets under the work of the

missionary. We owe our knowledge of the external world in no
small part to the missionary s investigation.

And as we owe our knowledge of the world s geography to him,
so we owe also our knowledge of the world s languages and its

literature. In how many different lands have we been largely

dependent on him for our knowledge of the world s literature?

In some lands there is no literature except that which he creates.



50 CANADAS MISSIONARY CONGRESS

Morrison in China, Carey in India, Hepburn in Japan, Gale in

Korea, were the men who first gave us the dictionaries of the great

languages of those lands. We largely owe our knowledge not only
of the lands in which they live, but also of the languages in which

they speak, to the investigations of the missionaries. We owe to

them our knowledge of social customs and ideas. In the words of

a publication of the Smithsonian Institute: &quot;The contributions

to history, to ethnology, to philosophy, to geography and religious
literature form a lasting monument to their fame.&quot; We have

penetrated the deepest thoughts of all these people, because the

missionary has lived among them, won their friendship, and exposed
their minds. Prof. Whitney, of Yale, summed up our debt years

ago when he declared: &quot;Religion, commerce and scientific zeal

rival one another in bringing new religions and peoples to light,

and in uncovering the long-buried remains of others lost and

decayed, and, of the three, the first is the most prevailing and
effective.

I was talking just the other day in NewYork with a well-known

publisher there with reference to the publication of a missionary
book by one of our own missionaries. He said he didn t think he
could take it without some guarantee. And I asked him why. He
said because missionary books don t sell as much now as they did

a few years ago, and he said he thought it was partly due to the

great mass of missionary books sent out by the missionary organ
ization through study classes, but even more to the fact that twenty-
five years ago we were dependent for almost all our knowledge of

these non-Christian lands upon the missionaries, who were the

pioneer explorers, while now a great many others have followed

in behind them and a new literature has grown up where formerly
we had missionary books alone. It was the publisher s unconscious

testimony to the world s debt for the opening up of the treasures

of the world s knowledge to the exploring missionary.
And not only has the missionary given us our knowledge of the

world, and is giving us our deepest and most sympathetic know
ledge of the world even to this day, but in the second place the

missionary has taken something to these lands, which he has spread
over these lands. Wherever he has gone he has carried peace,
order and civilization with him. He has done it among the savage
races of the world. This is the centennial year of Abraham
Lincoln s birth, and also the centennial year of the birth of Charles

Darwin, and I suspect that many people recall in this year Dar-
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win s great testimony to the transforming power of the missionary.
Regarding missions in Terra del Puego, he said: &quot;The lesson of
the missionary is the magician s wand,&quot; and to the South African

Society he wrote : The success of the mission is most wonderful,
and charms me, as I always prophesied utter failure. It is a grand
success; I shall feel proud if your committee think fit to elect me
an honorary member of your society.&quot; The name of Darwin
suggests that of A. L. Wallace, who wrote of the Celebes: &quot;The

missionaries have much to be proud of in this country. They
have assisted the Government in changing a savage into a civilized

community in a wonderfully short space of time. Forty years ago
the country was a wilderness, the people naked savages, furnishing
their rude homes with human heads. Now it is a garden ! And not

only are scattered people like these in the remote and forgotten
corners of the world transformed, but in the dark corners of Africa
it is the missionary s influence that has wrought beyond all power
of government, in impressing the deepest life of the people. Sir

Harry Johnston, who is one of the greatest administrators in

Africa, said not long ago : When the history of the great African
States of the future comes to be written, the arrival of the first

missionary will, with many of these new nations, be the first histori

cal event in their annals.&quot; And even in the great well-governed
land of India, the same is to be said. I read recently part of a

notable address made by Sir W. Mackworth Young, after his

return to Great Britain, from the Lieutenant-Governorship of the

Punjab: &quot;As a business man speaking to business men,&quot; said he,

&quot;I am prepared to say that the work which has been done by
missionary agency in India exceeds in importance all that has

been done, and much has been done, by the British Government
in India since its commencement. Let me take the province which
I know best, I ask myself what has been the most potent influence

working among the people since annexation fifty-four years ago,
and to that question I feel there is but one answer Christianity,
as set forth in the lives and teachings of Christian missionaries.

I do not underestimate,&quot; he went on, &quot;the forces that have been

brought to bear upon the Punjab by the British Government, but I

am convinced that the effect on native character produced by the

self-denying labors of missionaries is far greater. The Punjab
bears on its historical roll the names of some great Christian states

men, men who have honored God by their lives, and endeared them
selves to the people by their self-denying work, but I am convinced
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that if they could speak to us out of the great unknown there is

not one of them who would not proclaim that the work done by
men like French, Clark, Newton and Foreman, who went in and out

among the people for a whole generation or more, preached by
their lives the nobility of self-sacrifice, and the lesson of love to

God and man, was a higher and nobler work, and more far-reaching
in its consequence.&quot;

And I recall the equally significant language of our John
Lawrence himself, who declared that, however much the British

Government had done for India, he was convinced that the mission

ary had done more to benefit India than all other agencies com
bined. The same thing might be said of China

;
it is true we do not

seem to have very deeply penetrated the lives of the four hundred
millions of that land, but I suspect that we have penetrated deeper
than it seems, and I recall the words of the Viceroy Tuan Fang at

the dinner given the Chinese Embassy in New York several years

ago, when he recognized what the missionaries had done in their

schools and colleges and added, as he closed: &quot;And I think the

missionaries will find China not ungrateful for what they have
done for her.&quot; This is the second great debt of the world to the

Christian missionary.
In the third place, for many generations the world s diplomacy

was practically dependent upon missionaries. We were unable to

carry on our intercourse with the Oriental people without the

assistance of the missionaries. I was reading only a little while

ago a letter from Cable Gushing, as Secretary of State, regarding
Bridgman and Parker, early American missionaries, in which he
wrote acknowledging the obligation of the Government to them,
and added : &quot;The great bulk of the general information we possess
and nearly the whole of the primary philological information

regarding the language of China are derived through the mission

aries,
&quot; and after the Arrow war Mr. Reed, the American Minister,

declared her debt to Dr. Martin: &quot;Without the missionaries as

interpreters, the public business could not be transacted. I could

not, but for their aid, have advanced one step in the discharge of

my duties here, or read or written or understood one word of corres

pondence or stipulation.&quot; And I recall in those pleasant days,
before there was a north and south, when Stephen Mattoon was

representing the United Church in Siam, and the time came to

establish our diplomatic relations with the Siamese. Dr. Wood,
the head of the Embassy, wrote back to the United States Govern-
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ment, and said: &quot;The King of Siam has informed me that he
thinks it will conduce to the friendly relations, if Dr. Mattoon

might be named as the first American diplomatic representative.&quot;

Of all relationships between Eastern and Western nations in the

last century, none has been more free from friction and misunder

standing than those that have prevailed between the United States

and Siam, and I believe it is largely due to the character given
to those relations by the hand of the missionary, trusted by his own
land, and beloved by the Siamese.&quot; And that is the third debt of

the world to the missionary.
In the fourth place we owe the missionary a great debt for

having done something to atone for the moral shame of our Western
contact with the East. I do not propose to go into details, but I

wish you would turn sometime and read in Mr. Kidd s little book,
&quot;Control of the Tropics.&quot; his description of the effect on West
erners of life in those lands, especially the tropical lands of Asia
and Africa. You have no idea of the shameful record that has

been made in those lands by the great multitude who have gone
out representing our Western kingdom. There have been many
noble men in commerce and in Government service, and there have
been many whose lives were a loathsome affront to Christian civil

ization. The missionary has done something at least to alleviate

our shame. He has done something, at least, by his pure and high
life to correct in the minds of the heathen world the idea that the

Christian ethics are inferior to the ethics of the Pagan lands. We
owe no small debt to the missionary on this account, and yet it is

just on this account that the moral lepers from the West dislike

him.

In the fifth place, we owe it to the missionary that the whole
attitude of Western nations to the heathen nations has been trans

formed. One hundred years ago, if any Western nation wanted
to go out and take a slice of the world, it went and took it, and
didn t feel called upon to justify itself. But now, if any land

wants to take land elsewhere, it has to set up some missionary
reason for its doing so. There was a time when the Eastern

people seemed likely to be not the white man s burden, but the

white man s beast of burden. What wrought the change? What
has given to the West the sense of responsibility for those Eastern

people? Nothing so much as the great unselfish movement em
bodied in the missionary, who has shamed the Western world into

a radically new attitude to the downcast people.
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In the sixth place, it has been the missionary agency which has

in good part launched, and which is necessary to direct, those great
movements of life which are astir in Africa and Asia in our day.
These lands are no longer asleep. A book appeared not long ago
entitled, &quot;The Unchanging East.&quot; There could not be a more

complete misnomer than that. You might talk about the unchang
ing United States, but not the unchanging East. The whole of Asia
and Africa is astir with the thrill of a new life, and it was the

missionary movement that largely started that life. I can hardly
agree with what some have said that we have scarcely as yet made
any impression on the non-Christian world. It is seething to-day
with new forces, and I believe the agency that in no small measure
started those forces has been the moral and spiritual influence of

that great enterprise which we have had planted now for more than
one hundred years, and which has been sending the thrill of a

vivifying life throughout the length and breadth of the non-

Christian world. The first college and press that was established

in India, China, Korea, Siam and Persia was established by mis
sionaries. The whole modern educational system of India sprang
from William Carey, Alexander Duff, and Macaulay, influenced

by Duff, who planned the system of education of India. That

mighty tide of life that is seething through India from east to west
and north to south runs back to the influence of the missionary
enterprise. I believe, too the same thing is true about Japan. The
Iwakura Embassy was conceived by Guido Verbeck. He suggested
that Embassy, he had the selection of a few of the representatives

it was the return of that Embassy that led forward the tremen
dous upheaval and transformation of Japan. And, as for China,
more than any other single agency, I believe the educational enter

prise of the missionaries, and the thousands and thousands of

missionaries and native Christians operating in obscure places,

preaching Christ, telling truths, planting deep the seeds of the

Kingdom of God, has been the great moral agency in the upheaval
of the four hundred millions of the Chinese Empire.

And just as the missionary enterprise has been one of the larg
est agencies in launching these movements of life, so it is absolutely

indispensable to guide and control them. They cannot go forward
to God s goal without a moral principle or basis. If they are the

movements of Christ they require Christ s hand upon them, giving
them direction and guiding them to their God. I believe the people
of the East are themselves coming to recognize this. You remem-
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ber some years ago the most influential of the Japanese statesmen

declared he had no sympathy with religion, that it was only super
stition. Only the other day in a dinner given by himself to a

little group of men he took back his own words. I wish he had
amended his own life, but it is a great thing for him to have
amended his theory when he said that he had come to realize that

morality was absolutely indispensable to civilization and that

religion was absolutely indispensable to morality. And there is

only one religion that can furnish the world with an adequate
moral ideal and power, of which the missionary is the custodian

through whom the purest influence is brought to bear upon the

moving currents of life throughout the non-Christian world.

In the seventh place, the Church at home owes the missionary a

supreme debt. He has confirmed and strengthened for her her

pure and simple evangelical conviction. I am not sure that we
might not have lost here at home the pure old faith of the Gospel
if it had not been for the foreign missionary enterprise. The very
act of spreading Christianity solidifies our confidence in it

as worth spreading. If it is not worth spreading it will

not be able to convince men that it is worth retaining.

A religion that is not so good that it requires its possessor to

share it with all mankind will not long be able to convince its

possessor that it is worth his while to keep it for himself. The

very fact that for one hundred years now we have had a great

enterprise communicating Christianity into the world has confirmed

us in our convictions that Christianity is worth our while at home.

But not in that way only has the missionary retained in us the

purity of our evangelical conviction. The unemasculated vigor of

the Gospel there has toned and braced us here. I remember out in

Korea hearing those Korean Christians singing all over the land

what was then, and what I suppose is now, their favorite hymn.
I have seen them gathered by day and night, a preacher in the

midst of the village people, whom he was never to see again, teach

ing them to sing his hymn: &quot;What will wash my sins away;

nothing but the blood of Jesus.&quot; And the discovery all over the

world that nothing but the blood of Jesus will wash away the sins

of the non-Christian world that nothing but the Divine power
of a supernatural Christ will save men and keep them saved, that

very discovery has reacted upon the Church at home to draw us

nearer in the simplicity and earnestness of our faith to the pure

evangelical conviction of the faith once and once for all delivered.
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More than that, the missionaries have seen a living God at work

among the nations. Wemay have been blinded here at home to any
evidence of the Divine King ruling over human society. Wemay
have had doubts and discouragements as to whether, after all, the

Gospel had any more than a human moral appeal. But the mis

sionary has produced results not to be explained on any human
grounds, results only explicable as men have seen back of them
the living and personal intervention of the same God who spoke
to the fathers through the prophets, and who came and stood in the

world in the person of His Son. The missionary enterprise also

has kept us aware of the fact that we are engaged, as we were
reminded a little while ago, in a great conflict, that Christianity

proposes to displace the other religions in the world, and to win
men away from them

;
that it is not a religion that will make any

compromise with atheism in southern India, or atheism in Iowa,
unitarianism in Japan or unitarianism in England, but a religion
that has set out on a great conflict, and that does not intend to make
terms with its foes until at last it has subdued them and won a com
plete victory for its King. Weowe it to the missionary enterprise,
this confirmation of the pure evangelical conviction of the Church.

In the eighth place, we owe it to the foreign missionary that

he has brought to us a mighty inspiration. He has brought to the

Church and the world alike the inspiration of a great idea, the

idea of a whole humanity redeemed and gathered into one great

kingdom of brotherliness and love. Bishop Thoburn has reminded
us that, after all, at the bottom of its heart, the world is grateful
to the missionary enterprise for this. In Calcutta, he says, not one
man in a thousand who comes there from the East ever asks to be
shown the house where Thackeray was born; not one man in a
hundred wants to be shown where Macaulay lived, but almost every
one asks to be carried out to the burying-ground of Serampore,
where lies the body of the English cobbler who relearned and
retaught the world the glories of a world-wide service. The mis

sionary enterprise has kept before the Church and the world alike

the inspiration of a great ideal
;

it has kept before it the inspiration
of a great and dauntless courage.

In his little book on &quot;The Character of Jesus,&quot; Horace Bush-

nell, one of the great thinkers of the world, refers to the fact that

the way in which Jesus Christ sat down in front of a universal and
perpetual project shows Him to be something more than a man.
That is what the modern missionary enterprise has done; it sat
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down in front of a whole world of men, more than a century ago,
when that world was absolutely unknown, when there was no
access to the great majority of its people, when there was no know
ledge of the problems that must be confronted there. When all

things must be built up from the beginning, the missionary enter

prise dauntlessly faced its task. And it is not afraid to-day.
It has held out before the Church and the world the inspiration

of a great and dauntless courage, and it has held out before the

Church and the world, and, oh, my friends, it is holding out before

us here to-night the inspiration of a great unselfishness. I said

good-bye some time ago in our missionary rooms to an old friend

just going back to China. He had gone out a few years ago taking
with him his young wife

;
she had died there of cholera, and he had

come home with his little motherless babe, and was leaving his

little one with his mother here
; many influences were brought to bear

to retain him here; he was going back with the touch of that little

child s fingers upon his heart, and by himself, once more to his great
task in southern China. And as I shook hands with him as he
went away I was grateful to God for association in an enterprise
in which men are so willing to lay down everything in the name
and for the sake of Jesus Christ; where the same spirit that filled

Him, who, though He was in the form of God, counted not equality
with God, a prize to be jealously retained, but made Himself of no

reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, had gained and
was gaining still the utter surrender of the hearts of men. There
comes back to my mind the description in the life of Mackay, of his

last meeting with Stanley. I think that Stanley had suggested

Mackay s coming away with him, and he had refused and saw still

the yellow-haired, blue-eyed Scotchman, standing there unwilling
to leave, then turning back to the task that was so near done, but

refusing for self s sake to forego the privilege of laying down self

in the service and for the sake of Christ. Weowe it to the mission

ary that he has held up before us still, in this selfish time, the picture
and object lesson, the high appeal of great, inspiring, heroic un
selfishness.

Last of all, it is the missionary who is leading the Church on to

unity, who is showing us how much the things in which we agree

out-weigh the things in which we disagree. What right have we
here to be in different churches ;

the things in which we agree, how

vastly greater they are than the things in which we differ. The



58 CANADAS MISSIONARY CONGRESS

missionary enterprise over all the world as it leads the Christian

Church out against those great serried ranks of the foes of our
Lord shows us how much more He, the Lord, who leads us, how
much more His Kingdom, the goal we have in view, more than out

weigh all the petty things that still keep us asunder.

It has been the missionary enterprise that has been demonstrat

ing to us and for us the necessity and the possibility of union. Here
in this Christian land, surrounded by all the influences of Christian

ity, we are many ;
out there, surrounded by all the influences of

paganism, we are becoming one. Are the influences of paganism to

be superior to the influences of Christianity? Are we able in the

midst of that heathen atmosphere, to bind ourselves in unity for

the accomplishment of our great ends, Christ s great ends for us,

while we are still unable to do so here at home ? It is the missionary
who has been leading the great army of Christ into one, and is

showing us that the day of this triumph must wait until we are will

ing to go truly as &quot;a mighty army.&quot;

And it is the missionary who has been leading the world, also,

to unity. He is the greatest agency, binding the dissevered frag
ments of our human race into one. He is doing it first of all by
exemplifying brotherhood and democracy. Other people are talk

ing brotherhood; the missionary is actualizing it; other people are

saying what a beautiful dream it is; the missionary is realizing it.

I read the other day the report of one of our missionaries in

India; the thing that impressed me most was the account of the

medical work at one of our stations, where the missionary told, first

of all, of having taken a Mohammedan into his own house, stayed
with him day by day, until at last, nursing him with his own hands,
he had made him well and sent him on his way. And he was fol

lowed by another man full of disease; the missionary was unable
to care for him in the hospital, and he took him into his own house.

During the hot months of June and July he slept with him under
the stars, side by side, that he might nurse him with his own hands,
and when he had to go off to a distant city he took him along, that

he might care for him, and brought him back to his own station,

where in the month of July the patient died. He missed him
when he was gone. &quot;It is wonderful how your heart gets near to

a man when you try to help him, and try to be a brother to him.&quot;

So he spoke of it. It is the missionary all over the world who is

making the greatest contribution to the unity of all the world by
manifesting in his life the spirit of brotherhood. What do your
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heathen in India know about brotherhood? What do the men who
deny the great name of Jesus Christ know about brotherhood?
That man knows the reality of brotherhood who is a brother in

Christ s spirit to the needy, for whom Christ died.

And the missionary is making believe me it is no petty contri

bution he is making he is making a great contribution to the unity
of the world, by his advancement of the principle of freedom and
thought and religious toleration. There is no unity except unity
in liberty. The missionary is making a contribution, which the

next generation will appreciate far better than ours, to the unity
of the world, as he goes out everywhere, acquainting men with this

principle, and slowly winning its incorporation in their national

life. It is easy to-day to criticise S. Wells Williams for the part he

played in securing the incorporation of the toleration clauses in

the early treaties with China, and to say that great evils have
flowed from the political privileges secured then for Chinese
Christians. I grant that there have been abuses

; perhaps Christian

ity should have been left untolerated, but I am not sure that in

generations hence men will not look back with a calm view over

history and regard that as one of the greatest contributions the

missionary has made to China s progress, the idea of religious
toleration. At any rate it has been the missionary everywhere
throughout the world who has been preaching love and unity as

against hate and disagreement. Here on the west coast of our own
land we hear the mutterings of racial hate and discord. All over

the non-Christian world our missionaries believe that God has made
of one blood all the races of men

;
that not a different colored blood

runs through the Japanese or Chinese from that which runs

through our owji veins, and that the same blood which was shed

on Calvary for us men of white faces, was shed also for those men
of yellow faces across the sea. The missionary has been contri

buting to world unity by preaching this message of equality and
of love.

There was a significant editorial in the Japanese paper which

corresponds to the London Times, some time ago. It was about the

time the Japanese influence was beginning to become dominant in

Korea, and the Jiji Shimpo said Japan ought to take a leaf out of

the history of the treatment the Western nations had given to

Japan, and pursue the same course with Korea. &quot;Now,&quot; said

the paper, &quot;more than a generation ago, when our intercourse

with the West began, our relations were touched with bitterness,
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and the West sent us the missionary, and they showed us the

Christian side of the West, and we owed it to the missionary that

these first days of discord were smoothed over until the times of

adjustment came.&quot; &quot;Now,&quot; the editor went on, &quot;we ought to do
the same thing in Korea; we are not liked in Korea, as the

Christian nations were not liked in Japan. We ought to do for

Korea what the Western nations did for Japan, and send our

religious representatives, Buddhist priests, to smooth out our
relations.

You and I little understand the depth of the hatred that has

sprung from the seed that has been sown in the past; how intense

is the bitterness of those Eastern nations against the west; and

alas, they have had cause enough for their bitterness. If our lands

had been seized by Asiatic people, as China was seized by the

Western people, there would have been an uprising in comparison
to which the Boxer uprising was as the fading dews of the morn
ing before the roaring flood.&quot; The Asiatic world has its great

long bill of grievances against the West. Let us thank God we
have our representatives there who are preaching love and unity;
who are teaching a nobler principle than Mr. Townsend s of an

unbridgeable gulf between East and West, who know that all

gulfs are closed by the love of Christ and the unity of His body.
&quot;If ever,&quot; said Bishop Weldon at Oxford, when he came back
from India, (I do not quote him exactly), &quot;If ever I felt that the

chasm between the East and the West and it is more terrible than
I ever dreamed before I went out could be bridged, it was
when I saw nations and men kneeling down together at the sacra

mental table of our Lord.&quot; The only thing that is going to save

the world from a bitter strife, vaster and more terrible than any
thing the world has known for ages past, is the unity of men in

one Lord, one faith, one God and Father of all, who is in all,

over and through all. And it is because the missionary represents

that, and it is because the missionary is embodying, as I believe,

that great saving principle in the life of the world that we stand

in debt to him as to no other man, because he, more than any other,

will bring in that day, the great day of which Tennyson dreamed,
in which universal love shall be each man s law, and universal light

shall not only lie like a shaft of light across the land, and like a lane

of beams across the sea, through the cycle of the golden year, but,

rather, shine with all the covering radiance of Christ on all the lands

and seas
;

because at last there shall have come through him, more
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than through any other man, that Kingdom of God on earth which
will be like the Kingdom of God on high, where there shall be no
darkness any more, because the Lamb Himself is the light thereof.

And to whom in that day shall the first and most grateful words
be spoken, when at last His Kingdom shall have come, and His
will shall have been done on earth as it is in Heaven, but to the

missionary doing his work in his lowliness and in his meekness

to-day, but recognized in his glory and his power then &quot;Well

done, good and faithful servant
; by thee I wrought this ?





THE VICTORIOUS PROGRESSOF
MISSIONS



The Awakening Orient - - ROBERTE. SPEER

The Sure Victory - BISHOP THOBURN

The Impact of Christianity on Non-Christian Religions

REV. S. M. ZWEMER,F.R.G.S.

Canada s Debt to the Missionary

CANONL. NORMANTUCKER



CANADAS MISSIONARY CONGRESS 65

THE AWAKENINGORIENT.

ROBERTE. SPEER, NEWYORK.

Fifteen years ago one of the notable books on Asia was Mr.

Henry Norman s account of the Peoples and Politics of the Far
East. In that book Mr. Norman drew a very depressing picture
of the situation, especially in China, quoting with regard to that

Empire the couplet:
&quot; Aloof from our mutations and unrest; alien

to our achievements and desires.&quot; A few years later Mr. Meredith

Townsend, for many years editor of the Friend of India, and Mr.
Hutton s successor as editor of the Spectator issued in a volume
entitled &quot;Asia and Europe&quot; a collection of his essays on &quot;Asiatic

Life and Politics, written through a long series of years. In that

volume Mr. Townsend took up the thesis of Mr. Norrnan, and
hardened it into a fixed principle, contending that the Asiatic

races had exhausted themselves; that their national character had
now permanently set; that the chasm between the Asiatic races

and the Western races was an unbridgeable chasm; and that the

Oriental peoples were for ever inaccessible to the transforming

principles of Western civilization. We are facing to-day a situa

tion which in every particular belies these hopeless predictions.
Weare looking out on a world not hardened and fixed, not inaccess

ible to the principles of our Christian civilization, but open at its

every door to the message which we have to deliver and to the life

which we have to give. Four very simple facts will suffice by way
of preliminary suggestion of the great change that has passed over

Asia.

I remind you first of all of the great exodus of Asiatic students

to study the principles of Western civilization in other lands.

Not less than 8,000 students from China, not less than 1,000

students from Korea, approximately 1,000 students from India

are now away from their own lands, studying in other lands the

principles of our Western civilization. Half a century ago a great
stir was made here in the West by the Embassy of Anson Burlin-

game with his Chinese, and not long afterwards by the Iwakura

Embassy from Japan ;
but here are more impressive embassies still,

of thousands upon thousands of the best young men of those

Asiatic peoples who, with no blast of trumpets, with no loud

5
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advertising, with none of the picturesque accompaniments of the

Burlingame or Iwakura embassies have come to carry back from
the West to the East the life-giving principles of our Western
convictions.

There is, secondly, the fact of the tumult of opinion which we
hear from one end of Asia to the other now assailing the ancient

political ideas of Asia; a great debate over popular rights; a great
demand for constitutional government. Mr. Townsend s idea

that the people of Asia were satisfied with their absolutism has
vanished into thin air.

In the third place, observe the fact, of no consequence in itself

rather, I think, to be deprecated in itself, but of immense signi
ficance because of what it imports I mean the large change on the

part of many Asiatic people in the adoption of our Western

styles of dress. They might better, most of them, have kept their

own
;

but the change of their styles of dress has stood for a far

more significant thing for the decay of old prejudices, for the

opening of the mind to new ideas, for readiness to accept entirely
new principles of life.

And, then, fourth, to speak only of one other such symptomatic
fact, is the thunderous clamor of the Asiatic multitudes at our
own doors. There has already passed out from the Chinese

Empire into other lands a population larger than the entire

population of Canada or the entire population of Australasia.

More than seven millions of the Chinese people are already living
under alien flags, and they have drawn after them the sympathies
of millions who have remained behind. The Chinese national

debt already amounts to over 254 millions of pounds sterling.

When you have bound the Asiatic nations to the west by such
vital and golden bonds, you have set up relationships that will not

be lightly sundered. And there are great masses of Chinese people

pressing out from their country northward. In Mr. Putnam
Weale s last book he tells us that clear up to Irkutsk in Siberia they
now find the Chinese settlers; that they are eating their way at

the rate of ten miles a year out of North China into the territories

of the Mongol hordes, and spreading themselves out as an impene
trable barrier against Russian invasion on the north.

Four such facts as these will suffice to bring before us the

enormous changes that have passed over Asia since Mr. Norman
and Lord Curzon wrote their books on Asiatic conditions. But
we are to view the matter in a more comprehensive and general
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way than this; and I ask you first of all to consider the great
industrial awakening which we are watching taking place over
the whole of Asia. That industrial awakening was absolutely
inevitable

;
inevitable for three reasons. In the first place our trade

and manufactures annihilated a great many of the old trades and
manufactures of the people of Asia, and it was necessary for them
to build up new industries merely for the sake of a livelihood.

In the second place, they could only trade with the West by having
wealth enough with which to trade or goods to exchange. In the

third place they were ambitious to retain their own markets. We
have very little idea how immense the change in Asia has been.

Let me remind you of the facts of Japan alone. In the year 1872
the exports from Japan were 17 million yen about 8 l/2 million

dollars. In 1882 they were 36 millions; in 1892, 91 millions; in

1902, 258 million; in 1907, 432 million. In that same period of

time let me read you the facts about the imports. In 1872, they
were 26 million yen; in 1882, 29 million; in 1892, 71 million; in

1902, 271 million
;

in 1907, 494 million. I would speak also of the

immense railway development. I remember having been in Korea
before there was a single mile of railroad laid in that land. An
American engineer was then building the first railway embank
ment from Seoul down to the city of Chemulpo. Now there is

a great trunk line of railway that runs from Fusan on the extreme

south, clear up to the most northern section of Korea on the north

west, with branch lines, some built, others projected, tapping
the country on either side. AVhen I was in China twelve years ago
there were only 200 miles of railway in the whole Chinese Empire.
Now there are 3,746, with more than 1,600 miles more already under
construction. All over Asia new industries are developing. We
have little idea what the consequence will be when this industrial

awakening has dominated the whole life of Asia, with cheap

labor, with raw materials at hand and produced by cheap labor, and
turned into finished product on machinery built by cheap labor,

right in the midst of the largest markets of the world, on a

continent that contains more than half of the whole human race.

In that day the West may well wonder in whose hands will be the

commercial and industrial supremacy of the world. Wemay need

our protective tariffs then for the sake of our own life against the

industrial capacity of Asia.

I would remind you, in the second place, of the great intellectual

awakening which we are beholding to-day in Asia. There in Japan,
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for example, is a whole nation sent to school. Men are wondering
now in some of the European nations what they are to do to over

take Germany and the United States and Canada and Japan.
Gentlemen, they will never overtake us, because they have started

too late in the race. AVe have a handicap on them a long begin
ning of steady education down at the foundations of our national

life. The. men who have been governing Japan during the last

generation were far-sighted enough to realize that the first thing to

be done was to honeycomb Japan with a great system of popular
education. China now perceives that they too must educate, and
that is a far vaster proposition. The old Confucian educational

system, as you know, has been abandoned. Temples have been

confiscated, with their revenues, in which the new educational

system is to be set up. The new attempts are crude, but the begin

ning has been made, and China s face is set sunwards. Twelve

years ago there were only two or three perhaps there were not

that many daily Chinese papers in the whole Empire. Now there

are more than 200, educating great masses of the people who will

never come to the schools. Then there was no Chinese system of

post offices; now there are more than 2,000 post offices scattered

all over the Chinese Empire, handling in the year 1906 more than
116 million pieces of mail matter. More wonderful even than
this is the great intellectual ferment that has set in in the Moham
medan world. There is a great section of humanity which for 1,200

years has been held tight in the clutch of the hand of a dead
Arabian of the seventh century; all its institutions, the fossilized

institutions of primitive Arabia; its thought congealed beyond all

possibility of living movement; and now the heat and ferment
of a great life are stirring the whole Mohammedan world, and
men s minds seem about to be released at last to think freely on the

problems of human duty and of human relationship. I know no
more significant fact in the missionary situation of Asia to-day
than the throngs of Mohammedan students at the doors of the

missionary schools and colleges. It is a wonderful thing to see the

crowded schools and colleges of the missions in Japan and China
and Siam

;
but it is more wonderful still to see that great company

of Mohammedan boys, and still more remarkable that great com
pany of Mohammedan girls, pressing into the mission schools in

Persia and Turkey. At last Asia has begun to think and to

speak, and her language is the language of free men. Of course

there will be through all of Asia, with this enfranchisement of
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men s thoughts, license and excess. You have got to expect that
the ferment of the new life will bring with it many extravagances ;

but at least we are looking on 800 millions of our fellow creatures
whose minds are moving toward freedom, freedom to deal not

only with the problems of destiny, which they have always sought
to do, but with the problems of their present duty.

I would bring to your attention, in the third place, the great

political awakening which we are watching now in Asia. It is

seen in the demand for constitutional government and repre
sentative institutions. All of Asia has watched what has happened
to the one great absolutism of Europe. They realize now that

absolutism cannot stand against a smaller power that is dominated

by the living principles of free institutions. They have seen what
has happened in Japan when the Emperor himself, of his own
free will, gave up his absolute power and hedged himself in by
constitutional limitations, and the rest of Asia is calling now for

the same enfranchisement, for those same free privileges. The
Mohammedanworld, a large section of it, hopes that it has already
secured it. Constitutional government has been established in

Turkey. There may come reactions, undoubtedly there will
;

but

you can never turn entirely back the hands on the face of that

clock. Man s new participation in freedom and liberty can not
be wholly recalled. And the conflict is still going on. You know
how bitterly it is going on to-day in Persia, where the constitution

given last year has since been withdrawn, to be given again I doubt
not if the Shah arranges his financial affairs with outside nations

so that their pressure will no longer fortify him against the

demands of his people. Weare looking out on great masses of men
politically awake to their rights. And we see in Asia also just
as we see all over the world a great growth in the spirit of

nationalism. We see it in the nationalization of the railways in

Japan. Wesee it in Chinese recent re-purchase of all the railroad

rights which she could get back, which she had sold to foreign
concessionaires. We have seen it in her buying back her raining

rights. Wesaw it a little while ago in the Tatsu Mamaffair, when
China was deeply stirred against Japan. In the city of Canton

they held a mass meeting where a boy of twelve years of age pleaded
so patriotically with the people for a boycott against Japan that

the whole multitude were melted into tears, where people brought
their articles of Japanese manufacture and destroyed them in

bonfires, testifying to the conviction that China must stand for
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herself against all the world, even against the Asiatic world.
The old cry of &quot;Asia for the Asiatics&quot; has broken itself up now
into the cries, &quot;Japan for the Japanese,&quot; and &quot;China for the

Chinese,&quot; and &quot;India for the Indians,&quot; and you and I need not
think that we can set before the rest of the world an object-lesson
of &quot;Canada for the Canadians or for the white races,&quot; and

America for the Americans or for the white races, and not have
Asia learn the lesson from us and demand that Asia shall be for

the Asiatic, and the yellow lands for the yellow men. Now, this

great growth of nationalism throughout Asia is no continental

thing alone. Asia is simply feeling the thrill of great world move
ments. The last half century has seen a tremendous growth of

the spirit of nationalism here in the West. You will find a fascin

ating study of it in Professor Reinsch s work on &quot;World Politics.&quot;

What we see now in Asia is simply confirmation of the fact that

Asia has at last passed out from her old segregation arid confine

ment and seclusion, and is no longer aloof from our mutations and

unrest, alien to our achievements and desires.

In the fourth place, I would remind you of the great moral

awakening which we are seeing in Asia to-day. I believe myself
that down at the bottom, what we call the political awakening of

Asia is merely an ethical awakening there. After all, the theory
of man s rights rests deeply on moral principle. It betokens an
awakened man

;
a consciousness of his manhood

;
and this demand

through Asia for constitutional government and representative
institutions is, at the bottom, merely the Asiatic coming to the

moral consciousness of his manhood. A century ago he held him
self aloof from us in contemptuous superiority. Then we beat

him and we browbeat him until he cringed before us like a menial.

And now he is standing up on his feet again and proclaiming that

he also is a man. And it is that moral consciousness of his man
hood, due to the great ethical awakening of Asia, that lies at the

bottom of its political discontent. And it is not alone that Asia
has discovered her political rights. Asia has begun to realize

also her political duties; and the conception of political

duties is nothing but a great moral principle. She is feeling now
after a human brotherhood. She is realizing at last what her own
religions never told her, but what they were never able to extirpate
from the breast of man that it is the same colored blood that runs in

the veins of every race
;

that our national distinctions are matters

of Divine appointment, to be sure, but that they do not run as

V
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deep as our common suffering, our common sorrow, our common
sin, our membership in the common family, our redemption by
a common Saviour. And in some little measure, at least, the con
sciousness of all this is breaking as a great moral discovery on the
minds of our Asiatic brothers. If it is expressed in racial resent

ment, the resentment feels itself to be the resentment of an equal.
The best men of Asia, moreover, are feeling more and more every
year the sense of Asia s deep moral need. They are realizing that
what they have is not adequate for their necessities. Let me read

you a word from Count Okuma, only a little while ago Prime
Minister of Japan, and still one of its leading statesmen :

&quot;

It is a

question,&quot; says he of Japan, &quot;whether we have not lost moral
fibre as the result of the many new influences to which we have
been subjected. The development has been intellectual and not
moral the efforts which Christians are making to supply the

country a high standard of conduct are welcomed by all right-

thinking people. As you read the Bible you may think it is anti

quated, out of date. The words it contains may so appear, but the

noble life which it holds up to admiration is something that will

never be out of date, however much the world may progress.
Live and preach this life,&quot; he was speaking to the young men of

Japan &quot;and you will supply to the nation just what it needs at

the present juncture.&quot; Now, I do not read his words as any
acknowledgment of Japan s religious need. I shall speak of that in

a moment but only of his consciousness of its deep moral need.

A great sense of what it ethically requires is passing over Asia.

Wesee it in the transformation of Hinduism under our very eyes ;

in the growth of the reform movements out of Hinduism; in a

deeper transformation even inside Hinduism, that tries to slough
off its old immoralities and to lift Hinduism in its moral standards

and requirements to the level of ideals which the people have only
learned from their contact with Christians and with Christian

civilization. We are looking at a continent morally awakening.
Mr. Sydney Gulick, who came home not very long ago on furlough
from Japan, stated that before he left Japan he passed by again the

great mound which commemorates Hideyoshi s successful invasion

of Korea. That mound was built out of 30,000 Korean ears.

If you were to go into Japan to-day you would find no monument
of Russian ears built to commemorate Japan s triumph in her last

great war. What wrought that transformation ? Those great days
when Japan built her memorial out of Korean ears were palmy
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days of Buddhism, but a great moral transformation has passed
over the Empire, that would make it impossible to cut off the ear of

one conquered foe. All Asia is feeling in some measure the thrill

of a great real moral awakening.
And lastly I would remind you of the great religious awaken

ing we are witnessing in Asia. Wesee it, first of all, in the eager,

aggressive Christian Churches of Asia; Christian Churches as

filled with evangelistic zeal would they were more filled

as our Churches here
;

some of them more filled. Wehave got in

these lands of ours no Churches more worthy in their evangelistic

eagerness and intensity than the mission Churches established by
the Church of England in Uganda or by the missions of our
American Churches in the long-closed Empire of Korea. We are

seeing, all over that Asiatic world, great bodies of Christian men
developed who are alive to their duty toward their fellow continen
tals. And we see the religious awakening far more widely extended
even than those. &quot;Up and down India,&quot; said Doctor Charles
Cuthbert Hall in a letter which he wrote back to the missionaries

in India after his last visit, that ended so tragically in his lament
able death, &quot;I have met,&quot; he said, &quot;as I have gone up and down
through India, great multitudes of men who are unprepared as yet
to connect themselves with any Christian Church, but for whom
the popular forms of the ancient faith have become inadequate if

not distasteful, and to whom the name of Jesus Christ, and the

principles that are associated with that name, are taking on increas

ing attractiveness and value.&quot; And those men, if you would only
search them out in Asia, are not few. Mr. Migogawa told Doctor
Barton of the American Board on his last visit to Japan that he
believed there were a million unconfessed believers in our Lord
Jesus Christ in the Empire of Japan alone. I know no more signifi

cant sign of the change that has passed over Asia in this regard
than was given us just the other day in Marquis Ito s transfor

mation of opinion. Marquis Ito is the leading statesman in the

Japanese Empire, and you remember how, twenty years ago, he

publicly announced that he had no use for any form of religion;
that Buddhism and all religions were only so many diverse forms
of superstition. Just the other day in the city of Seoul, at a

banquet given to him in connection with the dedication of the

Young Men s Christian Association Building, he said he had always
believed that morality was essential to a national life, and that

he now believed that religion was essential as an adequate basis
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of morality. Asia at last is coming to realize not that she must
have a religion she has always had that but that she must have
a moral religion, and that only a moral religion can satisfy the deep
and fundamental needs of her life.

Now, my friends, this situation, so hastily and inadequately
sketched in these words, lays tremendous burdens of responsibility

upon our shoulders here to-day. That which Asia is groping after

in her darkness, you and I have to give to her. The God that she

has ignorantly worshipped we know and are able to declare unto
her. The desire of her heart, however imperfectly she may have
denned that desire to herself, is Jesus Christ, the Desire of all the

nations. And this great awakening of hers has in it the promise of

great peril and disaster unless it is taken in hand by us and per
vasively moralized, and you cannot moralize it without Christianity.
Western civilization has crashed against the old religious systems
of the East, and they are absolutely doomed; they cannot stand

against the steady hammering impact of the ideas that are im
bedded in Western civilization. There is only one religion which
can live with Western civilization. Western civilization is an awful

thing. There is only one religion that can live with it; that is

the religion which has supplied all that is good in it, and to which
alone we must look for the correction of the evil and there is

much evil in it. And that religion alone can meet the profound
needs of Asia s life as her old moral sanctions die, and she wanders
out with no God from the abandoned worship of her ancestral

shrines. The great question before us with regard to Asia now
is the simple question as to whether her awakening shall be a

rennaissance without a reformation, or whether we are going in

the midst of the great intellectual quickening that is coming to

Asia with the moral life which alone can rob that intellectual

quickening of its perils and direct it to the service of the glory
of God. History, as Professor Lindsay tells us, contains no record

of a great moral upheaval that did not spring from a new religious

impulse. Will you find, in all the history of the nations, a single

instance of a morally reborn state that was not reborn out of the

impulse of a new religious principle? Only those men who have

had immediate connection with the unseen hold in their hands the

resource by which they can deal with the great problems of the

Asiatic world to-day. It is our splendid and unprecedented

opportunity. That great gathering of missionaries which assembled

only a few months ago in the city of Shanghai was not made up



74 CANADAS MISSIONARY CONGRESS

of fanatical or of eccentric men; and I would remind you of the

words which they soberly adopted after discussion, on the recom
mendation of a committee which had long had this resolution

under its consideration: &quot;Resolved, that the new political and
social conditions in China render it possible that every individual

in the Empire may now be reached with such a knowledge of the

world-saving mission, the redeeming death and resurrection, and
the heart-transforming power of Jesus Christ as will suffice for the

acceptance of Him as a personal Saviour. That we appeal to the

whole Christian world to rise in its might and, trusting to the

guidance of Almighty God, realize more adequately its responsi

bility in this gigantic undertaking.&quot; Now, once again a day that

came fifty years ago and passed has come back to us. There are

some of you old men here this afternoon who can remember that

day, when the Taiping rebellion had shaken the Chinese Empire
clear to its heart; when, if it had not been so far as we may
judge for the intervention of Chinese Gordon the Taipings might
have overthrown the existing dynasty and opened all the doors of

China to the propagation of Christianity half a century ago. They
had annihilated idolatry in all the Yang Tse valley. The great
river ran with bobbing gods torn down from their pedestals. The

temples had been destroyed in the cities and villages of no small

section of the Celestial Empire, and the people turned sadly one
to another and asked where they must look for help, seeing that the

old gods had shown themselves of no avail. It was the day of all

days for the evangelization of China. As one of the Chinese

preachers said to Archdeacon Moule, &quot;Mr. Moule, now is the day
of our opportunity; we plead with you to strike while the iron

is hot.&quot; But the day of that great opportunity was allowed to pass

by. The temples rose again on their old foundations. The idols

came back and sat once more on their pedestals, and looked down
on the worshipping throngs, and men who for a little while had

opened their hearts for a new faith turned back to the worship
of their fathers gods. My friends, is the present day to pass as

that day passed? Nay, worse than that day passed; for men
cannot turn back any more to the worship of their fathers gods.
The alternative now is whether we will take our brothers of Asia

by the hand and lead them to the Throne of their God and our

God, their Father and our Father, or whether without any God at

all they shall turn sadly away from their old shrines and walk
out alone upon the new paths from which no man s hand can now
restrain them.
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THE SUREVICTORY.

BISHOP THOBURN,OF THE METHODISTEPISCOPAL, CHURCHOF INDIA.

The topic which has been assigned to me is, &quot;The Sure Victory.&quot;

I don t know how I shall be expected to treat this subject, but I

look at it from a practical point of view, having some knowledge
of the work which is to be done and of the methods which hereto
fore have been employed in trying to do it. To start with, I would
say that I have for many years perhaps I should say always
taken it for granted that in a very important sense our victory was
won long centuries ago. When our Saviour was about to take

leave of His disciples you remember he told them that they must
not be too much disturbed in their feelings, for he said, &quot;I have
overcome the world.

&quot; The victory was won then, and all that he won,
he won for us

;
and one of the great secrets of Christian living suc

cessfully is that of reckoning as ours all that our Saviour won for

us. While it is true that at the present time the Christian mis
sionaries of the world are confronted by hundreds and millions

who in their blindness are opposed to our Saviour Christ, and to

His laws and His faith, yet in an important sense the victory which
we seek in this great enterprise has been won for us by what our

Saviour did for us long centuries ago. Wemust claim for ourselves

the fact, and accepting the fact that we are permitted to reckon this

victory as ours we may say, as we have sometimes sung in one of

our familiar hymns:

We see the triumph from afar,

By faith we bring it nigh.

I might as well make an honest confession and say that when I

went out fifty years ago into the mission field I did not quite

understand what was meant by thus bringing the victory nigh
from afar. I did not understand that it simply meant this: we
must reckon as ours that which our Saviour Christ assures us he

gives us; and if we reckon it as ours, we must use it as such, and

we shall be victorious in exact proportion to the degree that we
succeed in putting that victory to a practical use. I was a mere

youth when I went out to India in 1859. I began my work as best

I knew how. In those days we had very few instructors. Wenever
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met missionaries who could tell us of their experience, and teach us

those things that they had learned even sometimes by failure. It

seemed to me that the first thing for me to do was to try to con
vince those people that there was a God, and that he had made the

world and the things that are in it. I supposed they had no idea of

a Supreme Being, and getting my hands upon the literature that

I could find, that had been prepared by missionaries going before

me, I discovered that what we would call the simple elements of

religion were taught to the people there as if they knew nothing
about them. I learned, however, before very many years that I

could take a .great deal for granted. When I went out among
the people whom we reckoned as idolaters I could take it for

granted that when I said that God created the heavens and the

earth they understood me, and that I need not waste one single
minute in trying to prove that statement. I had no need to tell

them anything about God in a general way, as to His sovereign

power, or His infinite holiness, or His kind fatherhood exercised

over the human race, and a great many other things. On the other

hand I found that I could take very much for granted, if I

would begin to dispute and argue, but disputation with non-
Christians does very little good. Now, with regard to Jesus Christ
I lost a great deal of time, I think, as I look at it now, in telling
them things concerning His work for them, His rising from the

dead, and His sending forth the Spirit into the world, I lost a great
deal of time by going into details that I could well have afforded

to let alone. I should have made my statement and trusted God
to send His Spirit and enlighten them sufficiently to enable

them to understand as much of it as God wished them at that

time and under those circumstances to comprehend. There was
one other thing that I was a long while in learning when Jesus

said, &quot;I am with you always, even unto the end of the world&quot;

I failed to realize that the word included me, and that included

India; that whether I stood up in our little Chapel, or in the

noisy bazaar, or by some local roadside, when I stood up to speak
to those people in the Master s name, I did not at first realize that

He stood beside me. I do not have to pause now to reflect that He
is standing beside me, yes, here on this platform, because I know
that; I have become accustomed to recognizing that fact, that

He is with me always, and will be for ever; and when we reach

this point you will begin, I think, to comprehend me when I say
that I think the victory is sure in the mighty contest which we
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are trying to wage in the heathen world, because the victorious
Master is standing beside every one of His servants, ministering
to each one according to each one s need, verifying the promise
He gave that He would send the Comforter, and that this Com
forter should lead us into all truth, including those great truths
that we need thoroughly to comprehend and master concerning
the work that He has put into our hands. Then in the next place
I believe that the victory is sure because I have seen mistakes
corrected sufficiently, and the better methods blessed sufficiently,
to convince me that the missionaries generally are beginning to

learn their trade better than they did in earlier days. It is a

very simple work that we have to do when we comprehend its simple
elements; and the main point is not, as I said, to convince people
that they are mistaken in their religious notions, but to convince
them that they are not serving God, that they are not living right,
that sin is dangerous, that they are in peril, that God is looking
down upon them, that God has sent His Son into this world to

seek and to save them, that this Saviour is standing beside the

speaker in the Spirit, that He is sending forth His Spirit with

power, that He can save them, that He wishes to do it, that He
is waiting to do it; and then confidently go my way waiting to

see where next God will tell me to cast the net into the great sea

of humanity. I spent in India some five years in my first

term of service, and then I had to return to this country bringing a

motherless child with me. When the people began to ask me,
&quot;What measure of success have you had?&quot; I would reply and
I used to wince a little as I did it, I remember it well that I

had baptized five persons. Sometimes they would be cruel enough
to say, &quot;That was one a year&quot;; and I could tell by the tone or by
the expression of the face that the thought was passing through
the mind that I had not had very much success. One man was
unkind enough to say, &quot;Your success seems to me to be like that

of a man trying to empty the ocean with a teaspoon. I like your

work,&quot; he added, &quot;it is a good work, and I can well see how you
would enjoy it, but you will never succeed in making the people
of India Christians. It is, as I say, too much like trying to empty
the ocean with teaspoons.&quot; To this I replied, that my work was

chiefly that of making teaspoons, and that the task would be easy

enough when we got the spoons. At the end of the next two years
I had baptized some thirteen converts. It did not look much like

success. I was transferred. One day I had been out in the
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country by this time eight or nine years I went out on a little

expedition, and while holding a meeting under a mangoe tree where
I had gone to baptize a woman and a little girl, if I remember
right, I was a little startled by some thirteen big men stepping
forward and saying, Wewish that you would baptize us

;
we have

decided to be Christians. I said to them that I was very thankful
and very glad to see them take this step. But I said, &quot;Not now,
I will come back here again in two or three weeks

;
I will leave one

of these brethren&quot; pointing to a native preacher &quot;to instruct

you, and when I come back, if he reports favorably on you, then
I will baptize you.&quot; You can read the countenance sometimes of

a simple-minded person without making any mistake. I saw they
were disappointed. They understood that I did not quite trust

them, and a native preacher standing beside me, who had a great
deal more sense than I had, said to some one, &quot;start a hymn&quot;; and
while they were singing two or three Christians were singing
he came up to me and said: &quot;Those men don t believe you trust

them. My advice is for you to baptize them now and teach them
afterwards.&quot; The Saviour had said that before. And so 1 told

them: &quot;My brother here advises me to baptize you now and teach

you afterwards, and I think I will do it. I will just leave one of

these brethren here with you to teach you, and I shall baptize you
as you wish. I hadn t any ritual ready there for use happily
and I just asked them a few questions, and they said, &quot;Yes, No,&quot;

and other answers all natural but they seemed to me to be very
genuine, and so they kneeled down on the hard ground and some

body brought water in some kind of an earthen vessel, and I bap
tized them; and when I went away next morning I was not quite
sure whether I was glad or not, because I had a little lurking
doubt I thought that the missionaries generally in that part of

the country would disapprove of what I had done, and I had a

little lingering doubt perhaps that possibly I had made a mistake.

Now, I had said to them, &quot;I will come back again soon and baptize

you,&quot; but I did not get back for one year, and when I went back
we spread a canvas they had there of a simple kind under some

mangoe trees, and 113 persons united there in celebrating the

Lord s Supper. The best school for training a missionary is to

send him out among the heathen. The best school to polish off your
graduates in the theological seminaries of the United States would
be to send them over to China and India and give them service for

one or two or three years among the raw heathen. The training
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in some respects would not be suitable, but the people they would
find would be better in morals than a great many people they
would have to preach to in the cities of the United States I didn t

say Canada. Now, in the course of years this new line of work
that I am speaking of developed in many directions, and one of
the things that I was led to do was to move forward from place to

place, and we came in contact with bad people if a man really has
the Spirit of Christ he will come in contact with bad people ;

if he
never does come in contact with bad people he should search his

heart very carefully indeed and in moving forward I came in

contact with people who seemed to me to be needy rather than bad,
the destitute people, ignorant of God, wholly ignorant of what
we call religious principles, who knew nothing of it. Another

thing I noted was that God brought me into contact with very poor
people. Well, those are the kinds that the Saviour found when
he was in this world before, and the conviction was growing on me
all the time that as I went my rounds and those rounds
were widening all the time that I was being brought con

stantly into contact with bad people, with very needy people, and

very poor people always the poor. I have preached to audiences as

large as this where the average income of the people who were listen

ing to me did not exceed five cents a day the whole year round, and
sometimes a man would be trying to provide for a wife and half

a dozen children with an income that would not exceed $25 to $30
or $40 a year. That is the poor ; and if I ever felt like despairing

and I often did, when I would see the extreme poverty of the

people I would be reminded that it is the poor who have the Gospel
preached unto them. And I began to learn the secret, and that adds

very much to my confidence to-day when I say that I believe in

success. I believe that we shall succeed. I believe that the world
is to become Christian. I believe that the poor are to be clothed

and fed. I believe there is a time coming when there won t be a

hungry child on the face of this globe. If this world is ever to

become a Christian world we shall have to reach the time when there

will be no hungry child in this world. God is abundantly able to

provide for them. In considering that subject just the other day
some one said, &quot;Won t poverty always stand right in the face of

your success? Won t that always make your failure absolutely

certain, because you can t feed the poor&quot;? I said, &quot;How do you
know we can t? I believe that we can.&quot; I was impressed some

years ago by what a good woman in England said. She said,
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&quot;Their poverty is not the trouble of the poor; it is sin.&quot; The
trouble with our world to-day is sin, in its ultimate influences,

but as the people of this world begin to keep the laws of God, in

ways that I cannot understand at all, He will develop the resources

of the world. I was writing a sermon the other day, and I remember
I slipped in words like these. I wrote that there were two passages
of Scripture that had for years greatly interested me. One of them
is that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is for the healing of the nations

;

the nations are to be healed. Another was the original command
given to the human race, &quot;Subdue the earth.&quot; This second pas
sage is found in the first chapter of the Bible

;
the other passage in

the last chapter of the Bible. Now, what does it mean to subdue
the earth? We think in Canada and the States that we subdue
the earth by cutting down its forests. Mr. Burbank, away down
in California, understands better than that. He will get more
out of one tree than you will get out of a thousand trees. He can
make the wild cactus, with all its troublesome thorns, the useless wild

cactus that grows on the mountains of Western North America
and on the mountains of India alike, Mr. Burbank can take that

worthless plant and make it bear wholesome fruit. He has actually
done it, and his improved plant now bears a palatable food; and
the time is coming when the mighty mountain ranges of starving
India will be clothed with wholesome food from top to bottom, and
the great wastes that we think are useless and will be useless for all

time, will yet be feeding unborn millions. But it will be when
men become obedient to Jesus Christ. His omnipotent power will

be manifested to the people of this world in exact proportion to

their obedience to Him; and they will know that the religion of

Jesus Christ is in its very nature adapted to man because it brings

omnipotent pow
r er down into everyday life, and makes things per

fectly simple that seem incredible now. And we are going into

that kind of work. If I were going back to India again I should

find myself in North India among the poor. Weare making some
converts among the respectable Hindoos and Mohammedans, but

the most of the people are wretchedly poor. We expect to lift

those people up. You say, &quot;How?&quot; By the operation of invisible

laws, God will be with us and God will help us, and they will begin
to come in multitudes. I counted up our figures the other day, and
our missionaries during the previous twelve months had baptized

15,603 persons. I remember when I baptized my five in five years.
But now those good people whom I left out there in India are
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baptizing something like 46 persons every day in the year. They
will do it to-day. That sun that sets upon you will be rising upon
them, and as the morning beams come over the Eastern hills they
will go forth to the work, and before the sun disappears in the

west they will have baptized at least 40 persons somewhere in that

field. They will do it every day this year. But that is only a little

hint that God has given us as to what He would have us do. What
He wishes us to do is to marshall our forces and train the men and
the women whom we need, and arrange for the baptism of 1,000

every day. But somebody says, &quot;Why, that is sheer extravagance.
&quot;

No, it is not sheer extravagance at all. One of our missionary
Bishops out there wrote to me, &quot;What I would like to have would
be to have money enough to take 1,000 boys I can get them, noble

boys 15 or 16 years of age and put them in school, and in three

years we should have those boys trained for the kind of service

that will be needed here, and every boy of them can go out and

begin his work; and we can give him converts to train, and as they

grow older they will grow in experience and usefulness, and we can

repeat this process.&quot; But I counted up what it would take to get

1,000 boys and keep them for a year. It will take $50,000. Just
as soon as we begin to use the figures, people come and say, &quot;That

couldn t be done.&quot; But it can be done. I am not a young man
now, but I expect to live to see it done. And when you get to that

point, you are within an appreciable distance of 1,000,000 converts.

And now someone is saying to himself, &quot;Why, that man will prove
the whole thing done if he keeps on talking this way ;

he will have
shown us how the whole work will be done.&quot; Oh, no. Why,
if we had 100,000 of the 1,000,000 converts, we have something
like 299,000,000 left who are not converted yet; and it is not a light

job to undertake the conversion of 299,000,000 people; we will

soon find that out. But what I mean is this : we can lay down the

basis which, if worked, will rapidly enter on a course of evolution

which will lead us up to where we shall be saving more than a

million of the heathen of this world every year. There are young
people listening to me now, who, I verily believe, will live to see

the time when in China and India and other parts of the Oriental

world we shall be leading the people by millions upon millions up
out of darkness into the light of God. I cannot believe anything
less than that, because God from His throne is looking down with

infinite pity upon these great perishing nations, and He is setting

in motion now the agencies which, if followed up, are going to lead

6
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to these transcendent results. You say to me, But you have never
seen anything that would justify you in talking in this way.&quot;

Haven t I? Let me say that I went out to India, and when I

reached my mission field they told me, &quot;There are about thirty-

five million people in this field. This is where you are to stay,
here your life will be spent. Among the whole thirty-five millions

it was supposed there were not five girls or women who could read

one line. A woman was not permitted then to receive medical

treatment from a doctor unless she was a very low caste woman.
A respectable man would not let a doctor prescribe for his wife.

The woman had no rights whatever none. The idea of their prac
tising medicine would have been absurd. But I lived to go down
to Bombay to greet the first lady doctor that ever went to a heathen

land, and I brought her up into Northern India. The English
doctors there objected to it and said that it might lead to riots

because this woman said that she intended to teach the native girls

the art of medicine
; they said the danger was so much greater ;

but she went up, and Lord Dufferin you remember him here, no
doubt when he heard of that woman s coming, and that she wanted
to teach them medicine, took up the case. The European doctors

were nearly all opposed to it, and they said, &quot;Why, after a while

they will be demanding admittance to the medical colleges for

women, and for native women&quot;; but Lord Dufferin said, &quot;Yes,

and if they demand it I shall see that they get in.&quot; My sister at

that time was in India, and she went out with the doctor, one of

them, to establish medical education, and the other went out to

establish higher education for women; and while Miss Swain was

engaged in the medical enterprise my sister laid the foundation
of college education for women at the city of Lucknow, and the

Government helped both, and both enterprises have been success

ful in an eminent degree. Though the majority of the doctors in

India were opposed to the enterprise, there were others, broad-

minded men, who stood by it, and the result is to-day that in the

five great medical colleges of India you can find intelligent, educated
native women, side by side with the young men, listening to medical

lectures and engaged in all the exercises that appertain to a medical

college. And now the medical profession is open to all parties,

Mohammedans and Hindoos, high-caste, low-caste, everybody. The

great missionary cause is to be thanked for the whole mighty
advance. Now, if I were going back to India, I would have, when
I arrived there, a contingent of about ten thousand educated,
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highly skilled, perfectly trustworthy, holy Christian women to help
in the missionary enterprise. And this is the day of small things.
We are doing at the present time so little, but we are looking for

ward to the possibilities of the future. I want to say to you young
men that you must not for one moment think that you are going
to overtake all this work in the short space of five years or ten

years. It is a stupendous and a tremendous enterprise. It will

require the marshalling of tens of thousands of youths. It may
take some long years to accomplish it, but God has spoken from
His throne and the word shall never be recalled. Jesus Christ is

to be enthroned as the King of all the nations
;
He is to rule over all

the rulers; He is to put hell beneath His feet; He is to stand

triumphantly over every wicked cause that this world has ever

been cursed with; and this world is to become a Christian world.

The time is to come when wars literally shall cease to the ends of

the earth; when the angel of peace shall fold her wings above the

world, the nations of which shall all be converted to God

And earth by angel feet be trod,

One great garden of her God.
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THE IMPACT OF CHRISTIANITY ONNON-CHRISTIAN
RELIGIONS.

REV. S. M. ZWEMER,F.R.G.S., ARABIA.

The impact of Christianity on the non-Christian religions began
nineteen centuries ago, and will not cease until the kingdoms of this

world have become the Kingdom of the Lord and of His Christ.

This impact has gathered momentum and strength throughout the
centuries. Never before was this impact so world-wide and with
such strength.

The definition of mechanical impact is full of significance and
pregnant with illustration in considering the spiritual impact of a

religion of life, which is supernatural, on the other religions of

the world. &quot;

Impact,&quot; we are told, &quot;is the collision or shock occa
sioned by the meeting of two bodies, one or both being in motion.
Now it is perfectly evident that such impact is impossible unless

there are two bodies. At least one of them must be in motion, and
the effect of the impact will depend on the weight of the bodies,
their momentum and their resisting power. The effect of the

impact of two bodies may be only a rebound, as in the case of a
rubber ball against a stone wall. It may result in penetration,
as when a cannon ball strikes a fort, or it may result in the com
plete disintegration of one of the two bodies, as when a live shell

strikes a fortification. These laws of the natural world find their

application in the spiritual, and the impact of bodies terrestrial

are a parable of the spiritual power and strength resulting from
the impact of a living Christianity on the other religions of earth.

Christianity and the non-Christian religions are two distinct

conceptions. Their real relation, therefore, when they come into

contact is that of impact, and not of compromise. Christianity is

distinct in its origin. Its revelation is supernatural, and its Founder
was the Lord from heaven. In a real sense the Church of Christ

can say with the Psalmist : He hath not dealt so vath any other

nation, and as for His statutes, they have not known them. &quot;

Christi

anity is distinct in its character from all other religions. If it

were not, there could be no universal mission. It is distinct in its

effect. If it were not, there should be no foreign missions. &quot;There

may be comparative religions,&quot; as Mr. Parker has said, &quot;but

Christianity is not one of them.&quot; The non-Christian religions are
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inadequate to meet the intellectual, social, moral and spiritual
needs of the human race. Only the Bread of Life can meet the

famine of human hearts. Only the torch of the Gospel can lighten

spiritual darkness, and the human heart finds no rest until it rests

in Christ. The missionary character of Christianity, therefore,
demands impact with every non-Christian system. &quot;Go ye into all

the world, and preach the Gospel. The glory of God is manifested
in the strength and momentum of this impact. &quot;For this purpose
was the Son of God manifested that He might destroy the works
of the devil.&quot;

Harnack, who is a theologian, and is at least in some circles up-
to-date, when it was proposed in Berlin to found a chair of Com
parative Religions gave three great reasons why such a chair has

no place in a great university. The first reason he gave in these

words: &quot;There is only one religion which was revealed from
God. All the other so-called religions are the inventions of men.
One has come down from heaven

;
the others are of the earth,

earthy. One is a divine revelation from the Creator of the uni

verse; and all the others may be classified as mere moral philoso

phies.&quot; Now, whether we hold with Harnack or with Theodore
Parker in stating our belief, we cannot believe in Christian missions

unless we believe that the Christian religion and non-Christian

religions are two distinct conceptions, which in the words of my sub

ject, are impinging the one upon the other. Christianity is distinct

from the non-Christian worlds and the non-Christian religions in

its origin. It is distinct in its character. It is entirely distinct

in its effect. So much is there in Buddhism that resembles Christi

anity, that the early Jesuits thought it the devil s imitation of

Christianity. Yet they are distinct conceptions even to-day, because

in spite of all those world-movements of which Robert Speer has

told us, in spite of the changes, in spite of the fact that the morn

ing light is breaking and the darkness disappears&quot; through Africa

and Asia, in spite of that fact, these non-Christian religions in

their nature and character and effect are wholly what they have

always been distinct from the Christian religion. What is Budd
hism, for example, in this year of our Lord, 1909 ? Hear the testi

mony of Lord Curzon, whom nobody would accuse of being pre

judiced in favor of the Christian religion over against the non-

Christian religions. In his book on the &quot;Problems of the Far

East,&quot; he says of the Buddhist priests: &quot;Their piety is an illu

sion; their pretensions a fraud; they are the outcasts of society;
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the expression on their faces is one of idiotic absorption. This is

not surprising, for the mass-book is a dead letter to them; it is

written in a strange language which they can no more decipher than

fly. The words they chant are merely equivalents in sound, and as

used in Chinese are totally devoid of sense. And a missionary goes
on to say of this Buddhistic religion which holds in its grasp
and grinds under its wheels more of humanity than there are

Christians, That the Buddhist priests have a blank idiotic look on
their face; they are no more influenced by moral sense than are

the waves of the sea
; they know no sense of sin, and feel no need of

a Saviour themselves. How, then, could they be a guide to others

who are in need of a Saviour 1 Last year there appeared in a Foo
Chow paper this item, which is Buddhism up-to-date, over against
the claims of men like Fielding who tells us that Buddhism had
&quot;such high morality that even Christians may go to school to

Buddha&quot; this Foo Chow paper gives this item for July, 1908:
&quot;On the 8th day of the 4th month the Buddhist priests in the

vicinity of the west gate in Dung Keng met in their yearly con

clave, one purpose being to ordain Buddhist priests, by the rite

of burning marks upon their heads. Among the priests was one
from Gua Sang village. This man was accused of stealing a

priestly garment worth two dollars. The theft was committed last

year. He was seized by the assembled priests, and before the

crowd his eyes were gouged out. They then placed piles of wood
about him and burned him to death. That is Buddhism in China

to-day. And if you think that Mohammedanism has changed its

nature because the Turks have declared a constitution, because the

Persians are grasping for a Parliament, because there are colleges
and institutions of learning scattered over the Mohammedanworld,

why, read the last story that came only a week ago from the capital
of Turkey. Right behind the Sultan s own palace, there is a place
called the Garden of Sorrows, where to-day, as we sit here, there

are medieval tortures being carried out by that same Sultan who
swore on the constitution and by the Koran that he would uphold
liberty, equality, fraternity. I challenge anyone who has travelled

around the world to deny that in their origin, in their influence, in

their character, there is a great and lasting and unchangeable gulf
between the non-Christian religions and the Christian religion.

They are two bodies.

In the next place, the two bodies are both in motion. There was
a time when Christianity, too, was stagnant. There was a time
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when the Church of Jesus Christ did not regard her Master s last

commission. There was a time when Mohammedanism could have
come to a platform like this and taught us what it was to have
a Laymen s Missionary Movement. There was a time when Christi

anity might have gone to school with Buddhism to learn the real

missionary spirit. But to-day Christianity is in motion. At last

the Church of Jesus Christ has begun, not to play at missions, but
to take hold of missions as a great divine task.

Ye that are men now serve Him,
Against unnumbered foes,

Your courage rise with danger,
And strength to strength oppose.

That is the spirit of the Church of Jesus Christ here in Canada
and across the border to-day. But just as surely as Christianity
is in motion, the other religions are in motion. It is the impact of

two moving bodies, or of one moving body against all the other

non-Christian religions. Take Hinduism, for example. If anything
is true of Hinduism it is that Hinduism was built up in watertight

compartments of caste, confined itself to one great peninsula, ab
sorbed but never went out a great and mighty system hoary with

age and resting satisfied. But Hinduism to-day is no longer stag
nant

;
Hinduism to-day is rampant. VivaKanada and all the other

Swamis are going out seeking whom they may devour into the

immense maw of Hinduism. Hinduism is no longer pedantic but

popular and tries to be modern; it has borrowed the plumes of

Christianity, and faces us as the mighty, new, reformed Hinduism.

Why, you can no more recognize in the talk of those reformed
Hindus the old Hindu religion than you can recognize in the broken
line along the shores of Sicily, Messina as it was before the earth

quake. It is all changed. And Buddhism has always been a mis

sionary religion. It came to Ceylon from India 250 years before

Jesus Christ was born. It was a missionary religion in China
before the Apostle Paul became a missionary. It had already
reached Japan before Mohammedwas born, and before Mohammed
died Buddhism had grasped the whole of Siam. In the middle ages
Turkestan and Central Asia were the big battleground between

Buddhism, Islam and Christianity, and the statistics of religion

given to-day for the Russian Empire show that year by year the

mighty struggle between these three greatest religions of the world

is still going on.



88 CANADAS MISSIONARY CONGRESS

Of all the non-Christian religions, perhaps, Islam has shown
most of all the power of an immense and lasting momentum. We
have a missionary propagandism ;

we have committees and boards
and treasuries, we have literature and enthusiasm; but where can

you point in Christendom to a missionary spirit like that which
has breathed throughout the Mohammedanworld for thirteen cen
turies? Their Laymen s Missionary Movement does not have its

second anniversary, but its thirteen-hundredth!

Rich man, poor man, beggar man, thief,

Doctor, lawyer, merchant, chief,

the whole laity of the Moslem world has been missionary in

Africa and Asia for all these centuries, until to-day they number
230 million nominal Mohammedans. And Islam is not inactive to

day. They are publishing Thomas Carlyle s, &quot;The Hero as a

Prophet,&quot; and selling it for two annas on the streets of Lahore.

They are copying the Koran and printing it for the pagan tribes

in the heart of Africa. They are winning over, against Christian

missions in some parts of Africa, thousands and tens of thousands
of converts. The non-Christian religions, the greatest of them, are

in motion to-day.
And the third point I wish to make is, not only that the non-

Christian religions are in motion; but that the men of the yellow
robe and the men of the green turban are coming into actual contact

and clash and conflict with your Christian missionaries, and both
of them are claiming the victory. It is a clash of arms such as the

world has never heard, such as history has never seen. Your mis

sionary statesmen in Africa tell you that within two decades there

will be no paganism left in Africa, but Christianity and Islam will

divide between them the whole of the Dark Continent. Shall the

religion of the loveless Allah, the religion of the lifeless creed, the

religion of the degraded home, hold in its grasp 230 millions while

we sit all the day idle? The call of God s providence and the

command of Christ, and the very existence of our Christianity de
mand immediate, world-wide missionary impact on the part of

Christianity with the non-Christian religions of the world. And
the effect of that impact leaves no uncertainty of the result. The
Christian religion, being not of the same nature as the other reli

gions, need fear no conflict with the other religions of the earth.

He who said, All power is given unto me in heaven and on earth,
said so when Buddhism was 500 years old; when Hinduism was



CANADAS MISSIONARY CONGRESS 89

many centuries old; and when Mohammedanism, though not yet

arisen, already existed in the very germ, because the Apostle Paul
describes people who could not be better described if we wished to

characterize in a sentence the whole Moslem world to-day when he

said, &quot;For many walk of whom I have often told you, and now tell

you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the Cross of Christ,

whose end is perdition, whose god is their belly, who glory in their

shame, who mind earthly things&quot; the five points of Islam: anti-

Christian, hopeless, sensual, with low ideals, and without spirit

uality a religion of the earth, earthy. And the conflict, the impact
of Christianity upon the non-Christian world may well be measured
in its impact and conflict with Mohammedanism. What has been
the result of an impact which has only taken place for a very few

years through missions, and only for a ve&quot;ry few decades through
Christian politics and through commerce? In the Mohammedan
world you may see first of all the effect of that tremendous impact
politically. Three-fourths of the population of the Mohammedan
world under the flags of Christian governments. 81 million Moham
medans under the Union Jack, which bears the symbol of the

Crucified. And as a Mohammedantold me at Bagdad, when I said,

&quot;Why do you spit when you see that flag?&quot; &quot;It is not England
that I hate

;
but why should England put the symbol of the Cross

on her flag and over our country?&quot; Yes, why should England
put the symbol of the Cross on her flag, except that she owes her

strength, and owes her glory, and owes her life, and owes her enter

prise to that same Cross of Jesus Christ, towering o er the wrecks
of time. And the impact of Christianity has not only been political.

That may not have been an impact always for good, although it

has thrown open the doors to Christian missions. But the impact
of Christianity has been social. The great social reforms now going
on in the Mohammedanworld are indicative that Christianity and
Christian missions have not been without influence even when they
have not spent much of their time in counting converts. When the
women of Russia present a petition to the Duma to be delivered

from the oppression of their husbands, such a petition is the direct

result of the impact of Christian thought. When the new con
stitution is proclaimed in Turkey, and there is a new era of liberty,
it is the result of Robert College, and Beirut College, and Assiut

College, and the impact of Christian education throughout the

Mohammedanworld. Socially the Mohammedanworld is no longer
sterile and stagnant, but receptive, and looking all around the
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horizon to see how they can appropriate our social system without

giving up their book and their prophet. But they can as easily

appropriate our social system, which is full of the life of Christ,
without giving up their book and their prophet as take out the num-
mulite fossils from the limestone cliffs in the everlasting hills. They
are embedded. They stand or fall together. That is why Jesus

Christ is spoken of by John, the beloved disciple, as coming not to

bring peace but the sword. That is why John says, &quot;For this pur
pose was the Son of God manifested, that he might destroy the

works of the devil.&quot; In so far as the non-Christian religions have
in them the evidence of God s spirit, in so far as the non-Christian

religions have shared in the ethics of Christianity, like Confucian
ism in its honor to father and mother, in so far they will stand the

test; but in so far as the non-Christian religions are without Christ

and without hope and without God, the habitations of cruelty; in

so far as those who hold them, as Ion Keith Falconer said, suffer

the horrors of heathenism and Islam &quot;

;
in so far Jesus Christ has

come to destroy the works of the devil.

And then the Christian impact has also been an impact moral
and spiritual. We are sometimes told that the work among
Mohammedans is without success

;
that there have been no Moham

medans converted by the power of Christian missions. I ask you
to remember that the first conversion from Islam to Christ took

place even before Mohamet died. One of Mohamet s own com
panions left Arabia and went to Abyssinia, and there the impact of

a living Christianity, although partly dead, the impact of Abyssin
ian Christianity opened the eyes of that Arab, and he wrote back
to Mahomet, as the Arabs themselves relate, &quot;I now see clearly,
and you are still blinking.&quot; Would that Mahomet himself had
received that message from the impact of one of his disciples with a

living soul in Christian Abyssinia ! And that first convert has been
added to throughout the centuries until to-day you can count in

Persia, and Arabia, and Turkestan, yes, and Bokhara and Afghanis
tan, men, if not by the score, yet by the ones and twos and tens,

who have laid down their lives rather than deny the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. In India, there are two hundred preachers of the

Gospel who were formerly Mohammedans. In Java there are no less

than 24,000 living converts from Islam gathered into Churches
Churches that are self-supporting, self-governing, self-propagating.
And if after only half a century of such missionary effort as we
have given to the Mohammedan problem, God has given us such
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evident victories, what will not be the victory of the impact when
Christianity, a living Christianity, comes face to face with the

whole Mohammedanproblem in Africa and in Asia ? Just a single
word in closing. The strength of that impact is not measured by
our gifts to missions, by the endowments of our institutions or the

building of colleges. The strength of that impact is not even
measured by the printed page scattered over the Mohammedan
world. The strength of that impact rests solely and wholly in the

strength of Calvary. The Mohammedanreligion and other religions

may have many great truths, but the missing link in the Moslem s

creed and all creeds of the non-Christian world is the Cross of Jesus

Christ. The Buddhist religion may elevate, almost deify, law and

order, but the Buddhist faith knows nothing of the Crucified.

Hinduism knows of a million incarnations, but is ignorant of the

one great incarnation at Bethlehem.

The Cross of Calvary, because it reconciles the three greatest

things in the world the greatest thing in God, which is love; the

greatest thing in the world, the moral law
;

and the greatest mystery
of humanity, sin will win against all other religions. Because

Calvary unites those three, and solves the problem philosophically,
not only, but practically for every one of us, so that face to face

with that Cross we say, &quot;My Lord and my God,&quot; and walk in His

footsteps; so that face to face with that Cross, life is no longer a

mystery but a glorious transfiguration ; therefore, the Cross of Jesus

Christ has such power of impact in the non-Christian world and
knows no equal, and knows no power able to resist until the king
doms of this world shall have become the Kingdoms of our Lord
and of His Christ.

Uplifted are the gates of brass,
The bars of iron yield,

To let the King of Glory pass,
The Cross hath won the field.
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CANADAS DEBTTO THE MISSIONARY.

REV. CANONL. NORMANTUCKER, TORONTO.

General Secretary, Missionary Society of the Church of England in Canada.

I suppose it may be assumed here that Canada is now a nation.

We are in possession of all the chief attributes of nationhood.

We are free. We are self-governing. And what is more, we feel

within us the stirrings, the ambitions, the hopes of national life.

And this, let me say in passing, is the highest destiny to which
we can be called, the greatest thing we can achieve in this world,
because it is the instrument, the means of all other great
achievements.

And we feel that, though the latest of the nations we are by
no means the least; rather are we the Benjamin of the family,

possessing a sevenfold portion of all the good things of life. Front

ing the greatest oceans, the Atlantic and the Pacific, and facing
the greatest continents, Europe and Asia, and possessing resources

that are beyond the dreams of avarice in sea and river, in plain
and mountain, the heir of all the ages in the foremost files of

time, we feel that it is in our power to become one of the great
nations of the earth.

And already our place has been marked out for us
; already

there are obligations resting upon us in the natural order of things.
Weare daughter in our mother s house though mistress in our own;
we feel by natural instinct that we have a share in the honor, the

safety, the success of the Motherland. And as a sister in the

family that makes up the British Empire, we feel by natural instinct

that we are sharers in a world-wide heritage and in world-wide

obligations.
Now this leads us naturally to take stock of our position and

to inquire what are the assets with which we are to meet our lia

bilities and what attributes we have that fit us for the important
mission to which we are called.

We find on the surface of our national life certain rugged
qualities that cannot be mistaken robust health of mind and body ;

and a thrift that has few wants and an industry that can suffer

no failure. These things we owe in part to a worthy ancestry;
but also largely to a bracing climate and to a productive but not

over-generous soil.
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But there are higher qualities which we, as a nation, possess,

and which have the promise of the life which now is and of that

which is to come.
There is in every Canadian breast an ardent love of freedom,

coupled with the qualities that fit us to enjoy its benefits and to

discharge its obligations. And this is so far the highest level

which human progress has attained.

But more fundamental than the love of and fitness for freedom
is the love of truth and right, a sensitive though not always an

enlightened conscience, and a sound moral sense that can be relied

on to respond to a strong moral appeal.
Then there is ingrained in the fibre of our people a love of order

and a respect for law that makes life and property as safe in

frontier settlements and mining towns as in the centres of refine

ment and civilization.

There is also a wide-spread spirit of benevolence that, for the

protection of the weak and needy, has built hospitals and charit

able institutions through the length and breadth of the land.

There is an insatiable desire for learning that has made our
national system of schools second to none in the world; so that

no Canadian need be illiterate and any Canadian may be fully

equipped for the battle of life.

Then morality with us is considered of universal obligation,
in public and in private life. Marriage is a sacred institution.

Divorce is almost unknown ; and the home is so guarded and
honored that it is in reality the seed-bed of all the virtues. These
are some of our national characteristics, and they furnish a pretty

good outfit with which to embark on the voyage of national life.

Now the question arises to what or to whom are we indebted
for all this? We reply, in part to the traditions and habits

derived from our fathers but, more than to any other cause, to

the character and work of the early missionaries in our land. They
laid the foundations on which this national character and these

national virtues have been built up.

Thy led us to feel that our highest endowment was our spiritual
nature and that our chief aim and object in life was to seek the

Kingdom of (Jod and His righteousness. They came to us in the
name of God. They came at a plastic period in our history and
stamped this great truth indelibly on the national conscience.

And that is religion, the source and spring of all virtues, personal
and national.
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They trained us in the love and study of the Bible as having
the words of eternal life. And the teachings of that old Book still

possess the best elements on which to nourish all high purpose and
endeavor. The Bible is the foundation of England s greatness
because it is the mould in which were cast the British character

and British institutions.

They trained us in the habit of frequenting the House of Go.l

and not forgetting the assembling of ourselves together. They
thus brought all the means of grace to bear on all people of the

land and spread as widely as possible the stimulus, the contagion of

exalted feeling and good example.
They taught us to observe and sanctify the Lord s Day. They

placed thus a strong bulwark of protection around all other reli

gious institutions and conferred an inestimable boon on all the

toilers in our land by giving them a needed weekly rest and giving
them some opportunity of cultivating the higher life.

They everywhere established Sunday Schools and so brought up
the young in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and trained
the rising generation worthily to take the place of their fathers.

Their first ambition and effort was to glorify God by the salva

tion of souls; but the means they used and the institutions they
established were of permanent value to the nation. They placed
God s holy day, God s holy word and God s holy house at the very-
centre of our national life. Thus they stamped indelibly on the

Canadian character moral and spiritual features whose value is

beyond all price. And they have done this by coming in with
the settler, standing by the cradle of all our infant communities and
instilling into them from their earliest years divine principles and
teachings and training them in the love and in the practice of right
eousness. For it is as true of infant communities and nations as

it is of individual men, train up a child in the way he should

go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.&quot;

When we speak of the early settlers in Canada we must remem
ber what, a hundred years ago, was the moral and religious condi
tion of England from which they came. Dr. Johnson, no doubt
with some exaggeration, told Boswell that he had never met a

religious clergyman. The people, for the most part/ spent their

Sundays bear-baiting and cock-fighting and the mass of the nation
was outside the pale of the Church. It is the period of which Macaulay
speaks when he says : Then came those days never to be recalled

without a blush, the days of servitude without loyalty and sensuality
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without love, of dwarfish talents and gigantic vices, the paradise
of cold hearts and narrow minds, the golden age of the coward, the

bigot and the slave.&quot; It was at such a time that God raised up a

little band of godly men in the established Church, to raise the

nation to newness of life, among whom were Wesley, Romaine,
Newton and Toplady. And it was that religious movement that

gave rise to the great missionary societies of England, and that

ushered in the era of modern missions.

In the Maritime Provinces 150 years ago the population was of

the most heterogeneous character. They were Germans and British,
soldiers and civilians. In Halifax it was said that half the popu
lation was engaged in selling liquor and the other half in drinking
it. Not too much was to be expected from such a population if left

to themselves. But in the providence of God, they were not left

to themselves; the missionaries appeared with the earliest settlers

and taught them their duty to God and their duty to man. A
new direction was at once given to the whole life of the province.
And now it is a region that, for law and order, religion and morality,
is a model to the rest of the world, and furnishes more than its share

of brains to the rest of the Dominion.
In Quebec the black-robed missionary came in with the settler:

and it is not too much to say that he stamped his character on the

people and the institutions of the province. For weal or woe the

Province of Quebec is to-day what the missionaries made it. It is to

the missionary that is due the survival of the French element and
the French tongue after the conquest. And on the shores of the

Georgian Bay the Jesuit Fathers wrote a chapter in the history
of Canada that will never be forgotten and that deserves a place

among the most heroic chapters written in blood by the early

martyrs of the Christian Church.
The Eastern townships of Quebec, along the international

boundary line, from Lake Megantic to Missisquoi Bay, were settled

by a nondescript race of adventurers. They were a sturdy race

of men but were profane, godless and thoroughly worldly. Among
them also the missionaries came; the Hon. and Rev. Dr. Stewart,
who became second Bishop of Quebec, made his centres in St.

Armand and Ilatley and wrought a complete revolution among
them. His name is remembered and his influence felt even to

this day. And there is not to be found in the whole Dominion of

Canada a more law-abiding and progressive, moral and religious
district than the Eastern townships of Quebec.
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The shores of Lake Ontario and Lake Erie were settled by
United Empire loyalists and others. They too were a sturdy raee

of men but, from the moral and religious standpoint, they also left

much to be desired, and among them also the missionaries appeared.
The Methodist itinerants early overran the Bay of Quinte and the

Niagara districts. These pioneer missionaries, among whom was
Nathan Bangs, were largely innocent of learning and of theology,
but their very hearts wr ere aflame with the love of God and of

souls; and they with others of like mind laid the foundations of

the moral and religious character of this province, which made
it the premier province of the Dominion, and perhaps the most
moral and religious, the most intelligent and progressive region
of its size anywhere on the earth.

Long before settlement began to pour into the West there

stood a man on the prairies, a prophet, a patriot, a great states

man, a missionary, who foresaw the marvellous developments that

were coming and who wisely prepared to meet them. Dr. Robert
son staked out that great country, occupied its stategic points,

early aroused his Church to its needs and opportunities and dotted

the whole land with Presbyterian Churches and manses and thus

enabled the Presbyterian Church of Canada to work its robust

and manly spirit into the very fibre of our national life.

Every one feels that the native Indians of Canada have a special
claim on us; for we have inherited this great country from them
and we have deprived them of their livelihood and too often

demoralized them with our whisky, our diseases, and our vices.

Again it is the missionaries who have enabled us as a nation to

discharge our debt to the Indian.
, They followed him within the

Arctic circle and to the shores of the Arctic sea to give him the

bread of life. And the result has been that the relations between
the Indians and the Government of Canada have been relations

of unbroken peace. Even in the two Kiel rebellions the Christian

Indians could not be induced to take up arms and join the rebels.

There have been no Indian wars in Canada, and no stain of Indian
blood has been left on the pages of our national history.

And in that noble band of missionaries the name of Bishop
Bompas stands conspicuous, lie left behind him home, friends,
cultured society, prospects of advancement, all that man holds most
dear and buried himself in the inaccessible regions of the north
from which he emerged only twice in the space of forty years.
What an example for mothers to hold up before their children or
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teachers before their classes in an age of rampant materialism

and self-seeking, when men are tumbling over one another for

the almighty dollar, to be able to say that there was at least one

man who was willing to give up all, for his Master and like his

Master, to carry to the poor, neglected people of the far north

the unsearchable riches of Christ!

&quot;Let us now praise famous men and our fathers who begat
us. Their bodies are buried in peace; but their name liveth for

evermore. The people will tell of their wisdom and the congrega
tion will show forth their praise.&quot; Such is the spirit in which

Israel, in the plenitude of his wisdom, at the highest point in his

history, spoke of the fathers and founders of his nation and of his

Church, among whom were Abraham the first missionary, Aaron
the first priest and Samuel the first prophet.

&quot;And what shall I more say ? for the time will fail me if I tell of

Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the

prophets, who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteous

ness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the

power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword; and others had trial

of mockings and scourgings, of bonds and imprisonment ; they went
about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, evil en
treated (of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts

and mountains and caves and the holes of the earth.

Such was the final eulogy passed by Israel, at the very crisis of

his fate, when he was about to be rejected or to be merged in the

spiritual Israel, over the good and the great of his race who had
made his glorious history possible.

Is there a better example for us to follow? Are there, in our
national history, nobler men than the missionaries, who have made
our past and our future history possible? Are there any more
worthy of our grateful remembrance than they? And is there

any exercise that can be more stimulating, more profitable to our
selves than to recall the memory of the heroes who have passed
beyond the veil ? Can we do better than imbue ourselves with their

heroic, self-denying spirit for the pioneer work that has fallen to our

lot, for the battle that has to be renewed in every age?
As we think of the glorious company of the apostles, the

prophets, the martyrs, the missionaries, that so great cloud of
witnesses by which we are compassed .about, who have been the
soldiers and servants of God in all ages and in all lands, may we
not say with Abraham Lincoln on the immortal field of Gettys-

7
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burg :

&quot; Wecannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow
this ground. The brave men who struggled here have consecrated

it far above our power to add or to detract. It is for us the living
rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they so

nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great
task remaining before us, that from these honored dead we take

increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last,

full measure of devotion,&quot; when they gave themselves, when they
gave up their lives.
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OURDUTYTO THE ENGLISH-SPEAKINGANDEUROPEAN
SETTLERS.

REV. C. W. GORDON,D.D., WINNIPEG, MAN.

My theme is, What are we to do with those peoples of English-

speaking origin and of foreign tongue who are to come to us and
become Canadians with us and build up our great nation?

Weare met this evening in what is, I suppose, the first National

Council in any real sense, of our Dominion, and it is significant of

the new day that has dawned upon us that this National Council

should be called together to speak of those things which concern

not simply the Dominion of Canada, but the place that this Domin
ion will hold in the Kingdom of God.

Before we ask ourselves what we are to do with the peoples
who are to come to us, it might be well for us to think for one

moment of the great arena upon which the Canadian people is to

work out its destiny. I suppose we ought never to need, in a

Canadian audience, to speak of the geography of Canada; but I

always find that there are very few Canadians who know Canada.

Very few of us know the vast riches of our land, and very few of

us I suppose none of us can dream of the wonderful resources

that lie imbedded in Canada. It would take us too long to speak
of those, but I do think it is worth while for us just to pause and
think what has happened in the last twenty years. Twenty years
ago, when I went to the Western land, there was one railway
running across. It went through a section of country more or less

fertile, but with large spaces of arid land, and we thought then that

we had the best of Canada discovered. But the years have passed.

Now, where we had one railway with a narrow strip on each side

opened for settlement, we have three great transcontinental rail

ways almost completed, and those two latter railways are opening
up great belts of country more splendid in their natural properties
and vaster in their extent than that opened by the first line that

went across the prairies. Now think what a railway means that

every ten or twelve miles you have the nucleus of a little town
and when these two railways now building have been completed
you will have three or four hundred little towns which will be
centres of population, and back from these, ten, fifteen, twenty
miles, the trail will lead, and all along the trails homes of people,
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































