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THE OLD TESTAMERT CONCEPTION
OF L1FL AFTER DRATH

EXXEREXEERR

Some thought of life after death seems to have been
from the earliest abidingly universal in the human family.
These conceptions have been almost as diverse as human na-
ture, -but while there haé been diversity as to the charac-
ter of the existence, there has been uniformity as to the
essential fact. No trite of ssvages so degraded has been
found to entirely lack it end where it seems to be ranting

closer acquaintance usvally reveals it. Salmonds tells of

before their belief in 2 future had ceen discovered, So e-
lusive is it thet Kent could find among the ancient Jews ng
belief in 2 future existence and so was unwilling to give
to their faith the name of a retigion, However, we would
expect to find smong a people who were so richly endoved
in spiritual insight and religious cepacities that they
grere the chosen people to reveal God's message ﬁo the race

not only some thought of & post-morter life, but one develd

¥ Selmond®s ‘Christian Doctrine of Immortality.




oped beyond the average of their ‘time.

In the attempt to determine what this beliefat any
one time may have been some difficulty will be experienced,
-gince there.is no definite literature on the subject, such
;as the fEgyptians have in the so-called "Book of the Dead".
Materials are only occasional, are fragmentary, and when
found may not represent the prevalent ‘thought. The pres-
ence of other agreeing materials or the went of eny that
disegree may warrant such an inference, though the.-argumen-
tum l%’silentio is freouently untrustworthy. Homever be-
.causé of 'the consummate portrayal of tne religious life of
the Isreelites in genersl given by the Old lestament we may
be allowed to believe that a correspondingly adequate ac-
count is given of their.conception of the future,

During the most of the pre-exilic period the. Jewish
thought of the future took form in what must have been for
some time an extremely slowly developing idea of an -exist-
ence in Sheol, a vest subtefrenean land of darkness and

 dust, 2 dreary, berren waste. lt is e land of silence (Ps

115:17) trom whose inhsbitants Jehoveh can receive psither

" the praise nor the service which they were created to gdive

llHim; a lend'of oblivion (Ps.88:4) .where mén neither remens

I . . . .
I ber nor ere remembered; a iand in which all exisfencs ig




-ed copy of their former existence, 'the -enbi-type of the

world of the living., It was literally = "land of ‘silence,
. . . 4
wonders, nrapped - in-a-sleep lasting ‘@s the enduring beavens

"(Ps.B8:12). ‘'These shedes can be ‘recognized, but -are not

-able to recognize each other, not even God (Ise38:11).

fect sleep (Jer 51:39) from which there is no escape (Ps

.5 "Peeble flzccid folk"  from whose life all joy, zest,end

‘ther hell nor paradise, 'it is little wonder that the Hebrey

either entirely passive or negative. In such.a region,peo-

pled by bloodless. and nerveless ghosts, life :mas.but a-fad+

gloom, cessation, destruction, disorder, unvisited by God*s

Death ®was looked upon as the withdrawal of divine favor fragnm

man and rin sending him to Sheol it removed both the incen-
tive 'and the ability on the part of man for his praising
God as ‘intended (Ps &:5).

The shadony denizens of this plkace of joyless rest
can Go neither good nor harm, thers they can find no best,

no ‘worst, no love, no hatred, no conflict, but-all e per-
143:-3). Their land, like Browning's Kephan, is peopled by
vigor hes fled. <Completely out of touch-with the world,de-
pied ‘the. fellonship of God (Job 7:9}, dragging out +en ex-

¥stence neither wretched nor comfortable:in whet was nei-

of'that‘anéient dey put ‘in contrast with this glcomy en-

—

4

*8almondhs Dictrine of Christian Immortalbity,p.162.

© Fbid, p. 164.




4rance ‘into 'the nether +world ‘the cheerful .ways of 'earthly
men.

In. Jewish 'thought Rbeol was located below ‘the '‘sea.:ang
was referred - to as the pit,"the lowest pit" (Ps 88:6),"the
nether parts of the earth",etc. Not:a place of troment, 1it
‘was 'to be the post-mortem home of all men, kings. and sub-
jects, masters and 'slaves, the just and the unjust:(ﬂst88:
48). Into'Sheol ‘the moral element -did not -enter; it was a
place for -all ‘without regard to conduct. ."Deepest Sheol"
or ."uttermost parts" were words for -those:improperly buried
‘and 'had no moral bearing. Kewerds and punishemnts 'were bed
tieved in for the rignteous and the -wicked, out "they were
1a part of this-'world's life. Hewards tor faithfulness.aerA
received in temporal tavors (fx/23:25-26). Hkiches, family
and long life as evidences of God"s favor were nitnesses o
‘the righteous life (Prov 3:16 and -21:21). However retribus
tion is sure to overtake the wicked (Ps 77), and ‘it comes
in some. form, they thought, during earthly life. ﬁith no
conception of 'either a heaven or a hell there was nothing
‘to eitber hope for or fear in the future. -Whether righte-
ous or ‘wicked ‘the end was'the same and neither could:escape
.it. ‘So far as the future was concernediit was of °little

moment ‘whether life was virtuous or.immoral. ln 'the presen]

*Rivkpatrick, The Psalms. ©°Wads, 0ld Festament History.




out the 0ld Testament that-they must represent an old ‘stock

+the 1ksraelite looked for the full vindication of Jehovah's
moral law.
The composition of the 0ld Teéstament by welding ‘to-

gether 'several different documents each from & different

bprpine the belief dominant -at 'any particular time. The
evidence 1as to .wbether they make any -atiempt to present thq
concepbions. of the period described or.whether mersly por-
tray those of the. time:in .which ‘the description of the pas
i's written:is slight with regard to the Jewish thought of
the future. #any of the above rseferences and conceptions
to ‘which references might have been given are-exilic or

post=exilic in 'stetement, but so preveleni are they througi

possession of .}srael's pre-exilic days. Because It I's poss
sible for one ‘to read the nistoricel books.without being
aware of any reaches tomward the futurse life many think then
.religiously crude. The'silences of the Pentateuch on the

isubject do not meen necessarily that the thought is so fa-
miliar that it is everywhere assumed nor either that it is
unknown. UIn both it is at least implied. The expression,
‘save up tbe‘gnqst", began with the thought that the ghost-

like part of man that exists in Sheol leaves his body at

period or 'time furnish us our problem..when wegttempt ‘to dg-




death. he interpretation of ‘these words must. be given co

siderable latitude for they are used in the New Tesbament
by .Christian writers who have,long. gince rejected -their
original content but rstill use them'es vehicles of expres-}
'gion for later meanings. But this ‘shade-like, unmoral, neg;
rative Sheol "existence was hardly regarded :asianything fu-
ture. For 'along time.the future 'thought about in lsrael
nas not that of theiindividual, the lsraelite, but that of
.the nation, lsrael. Hosed's hopes (8:1-12 -and 13:14) were
nabtional. Not - the people*separétely, but 'the community as
‘a whole was'to be restored.

e can hardly 'help but wonder if “therabove character
+ization. of the. negative, unmoral efistence in 'Sheol tinhab-
:ited by tﬁe vaporous ghosts of the departed is-zn:adequate
:representation of ‘their belief. .here they behind or in adj
vance. of contemporary thqught? ¥he Hinous during Old Tes-
tament times, says Salmonds, oelieved in a retributive fu-
‘ture .vith happiness on one hand and-abysmal darkness on ‘the
other, mutuaﬁ?conditioned by ceremontal rether-than moral
congiderations, :As eerlyas 15330 B.C. 'the Egyptians had:e
.belief 1in-a system of remardsiend penalties in the future
life, thougb the food and drink found with the mummies re-

veal crudities of materiel thinking into which-the Israel-




| ¥stent. -With rewards anc penalties meted out on earth and

ites pever fell, e Persians had a religion of hope, a bg-
lief in a judgmeﬁt,though on a sort of merit system and may
perheps have possessed a suggestion of the doctrine of -the
resurrection, but they, too, present us lofty conceptions
imbedded in crassest -absurdities. The Greeks-and Babylonid
ans agreed mith the lsraelites in holding that death was
not the end of all, but that life.beyond the present wnas
lived in-a "dark end cheerless tract where dust.is the foog
of unhappy rshades" who flit sbout like fantastic shedows

“witlesé; heartless, and bloodless"*- specters but half ex-

not in Hades the result was greater interest in the present
life. 1n some respects others may seem to have advanced
nearer ‘the Christian. thought of the future lifé than the
Israelite and while with others the latter may be obliged
to share the glory of establishing a lofty code of ethics
apart from the hope of tuture life or tear of God's judg-
ment, he stands unique in keeping himself free from the

trammeling sccessories and monstrous absurdities ®hich com:
posed the framework of all other contemporary beliefs and
in providing a dynamic force for righteousness that secareq
for the Hebrew germ conception of the future conditions fof

its: developﬁent to a fruinion'impossible to eny other in

* Salmonds, Christian Doctrime of Immortality, p.66.
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‘the fall of Jerusalem and the cerrying ewey of the flower

-and also to change old hopes ezilic influences will be firs
‘what unprofiitable bgcause unnecessary to account for Jewist
‘thought. ‘A comparative study of the tsraelitic and Bebylo-

'ties, but ‘the former is "for once znd for all" freed from

for surrounding polytheism by its contrast “seemed only to

the world's history.

That the above conception of life after death. should
develop was-inevitable. 1t did not. measure up to the best
the Hebree people. felt; it did not harmonize .with their
thought of God; it left unsolved too many problems, andﬂin
other ways was too ursatisfactory for Jewish. thought to res
ié? 1f, es Salmonds says, Isreglitic hopes for the. future
became more vivid as. the circumstances of the time appeareg

more hopeless, we would expect them to be more luminous the

ever 2t what must have seemed to meny the great denouement,

of lsrael's life into exile.

Accordingly émong the forces that helped-'to brighten
considered. ‘The extent of the. objective element, the in-
fluence of external peoples is a matter of speculation, some
nian views of the future life presents striking similari-

the latter's materizl notion of the 'spirit ezistence. With

others its influence, if anything«af all, was only negabive




give ‘to the lsraelites & cleesrer vision of "the monotheism
to which they so persistently clung. Because.of her early
advanced thought of life.after death some “vould .credit f-
gypt with molding many of the Jewish ideas on thet 'subject,
Renouf, however, stetes that the Israslites left Egypt with-
out even the Egyptian measurement of ‘time. Since a dissm-
bodied existence after death newer occurred to the Egypbi-
and ,end the theory of :annihilabion :after death, so promi-
nent -with them, Salmonds thinks to be foreign to the Cld
Pestament, though it seems to be found in Ps. -32:13 and Jot
7:8,21,- it seems they little affscted the Jemish people.
Importelity in the minds of the Jews must. have received a

great impetus from Pepsian intluence which according to on

A

yriter "opened the.religious consciousness.of the Jewish
race to this great truth". As to any borrowed elements
there can be no certainty. .Khy could not.the thought of
Satan as a personal being be as much the logical outcome
of Jewish thought of a personal God as of the Persian 'spiry
it or epparition of evil? Angels ars as intelligible.to up
-as a part of the."hosts" of Jehovah. as when “said to be sugg
gested by the Persian. spirits of good. The dewish concep-

tion of immortality can.be .explained es. the logical outcom

RS

<O
oL

of its entecedents-and.while it is unlikely that it absorb
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" l.their future hopes. dJust as-long life,.honor, wealth, and

' to 'think of "secret® or unknown sins (Ps 19: 12; 90:8) as

court with Jehoveh as the Judge condemning His enemies did

-atements from the outside seve‘'as it trapsformed them.into
its own life, just'as likely is it.to have bad its growth
thus ‘stimulated. It can not be known that anything iwas out
rightly borrowed, but these external forces.undoubtedly
bastened the speed of dsvelopment.

Phen the exile mrought 'a subjective.change in the Is+

raelites that was not inconsiderablein its effect upon

.children mere evidences of “the righteous life in the -indi-
vidual, so prestige, prosperity, and continued victory over
enemies mere tokens of & nation's ecceptancc with God. Phig

belief must have been violently disturbed by the fall of

|| Jerusalen and ‘the conseguent fate of the Jewish people. Thﬁ

Jews had regarded themselves as the chosen. people. and how

could ‘they harmonize their captivity with their theory
thought, suffer the penalty which now was theirs. They cems
responsible for their ill-fortuns, but near by were -wicked
and perverse nations going “scot free”, seemingly,- from-all

punishment for -their weys. The picture of the earth as thg

nL - . . .
Aactualize.‘ The nation so long foretold -as ultimate victor

which would meke their enemies, who mere, God's foes, as thqy
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.gave wmay 'to ‘fasting which:could be observed anywhere. The

nas .conquered, The 'temple so :long regarded -as-inviolkate was
in ruins. 'here they hed.ever found Jehovah; - now He rseemed
far jaway. .In.it they had worshipped ‘as .a nation; now .kith
neither temple or nation and on a-'soil unhallowed by memor-
:iss of God's presence, changes,became‘necessary,~and,'as

Kent'statesf this mas doubtless. a period.of rapid progress.

The sacrifices with their local 'associations of the temple

observation that rewards.and penalties were not almays .
equitable here must have struggled for an explanation fur-
ther on and beliefs at this point edvanced. The guiet and
depression of the exile led the captives to think either of
the glory of the past or to:invest the future with the
brightest hopes their old.idealism could.give them., They
could see how blind their rulers had Seen to rekigious
truth, and how as.a people they had "missed the mark"., Witt
sufficient time for med?tatiou that they §hould evolve a
conception of the future with a more eguiteble solution of
earth'g. problems seems..inevitable. kith.some the future
was yet that of the nation. Kzekiel's resurrection in chay-
ter -37 is that of a people. Before the fiinel fall of Jerus
salem 'end again. when the sacred city was in ruins he an-

nounced that Jehovah wrould gather his scattered people to- |

¥ History of the fewish People..
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.or 'state began to slowly disintegrete and gradually to re-

1ife forbade the thought of the future stopping ®ith the

' to posterity. With no moral or religious element entering

.gether though it would be not :about the palace, but the

'templéf As a people they caeme -to'see that political bonds
#ere not necessary for their :integrity-as-a race. Their

common faith was a stronger bie and with the nation gone,-
the national hope.shettered, the individual torn from the
old .custons 'and.'surroundings he had foéﬂ@dain Zion, rand so
becoming. more and more his own priest, the old beliefs and

hopes that had .clustéred -about the future of ‘the community

late themselves to a belief in the immortality of the indi-
vidual life.

‘then, in the.second place, the unsolved problems of

negative Sheolic. existence. These enigras have been ever
present in greater or :less degree. They belong "to no one
period and cannot be entirely unravelled. During Israel's
pre-=exilic days riches must have come to-the wicked. Sore

troubles and unusual sorrows overtook the upright. Man was

meant to ‘live -according to the Old Testament, and could con-

tinue to live in his children, but childlessness must have
come without.regard to moral life, end the unreceived re-

wards of the righteous could in such. cases not be meted ouy

* Kent, Héstory of the Jewish People, pu53.
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| versally his heart revolted at the thought that deeth‘'is

.into the future,--and no ‘readjustment of rewards:and penal-
ties there,: how could the enigmas. of :1ife, then .existent,
receive any solution?' Job observed that the wicked do not
alweys suffer and he saw the wrong of :imputing to all who
suffer a sinful -1ife,- for the innocent bave their burdens
.and troubles. ‘This problem has no.solution apert from:-im-
mortality and in 14:14 and 19:25-27 he catches :what -seems
a glimpse. of this doctrine, at-least he surmises that there

mey be sorething beyond Sheol. With otber men:elmost. uni-

the-.end of all and that righteousness has no rewards -save

those of earth., Job 1o:18ff reveaels his belief that his ipg-

.nocence may be.vindicated hereafter. fhat he fails to fiing

in his friendsiand in this lite he finds in CGod and his

hope .in the futuré. [Ewald believed thet Job taught the dod-

trine of immortality, for it alone could expkain buman -suf-
fering and the Justice of God. 1t is his desire,- his momer
pery faith,. but. does it not seem tike the air into which
the fish lsaps from the water - not quite. his home? Wers
‘it otherwise. it. would. be patural for him to place more
stress. upon. it. Han must then have been.impressed. by 'a
sense of.the incompleteness of "this - life .and nothing.less

than the doctrine of ‘immortality could give him the sabis-

*Salmonds, Doctrine of Christian Ommortabsity.
° History of Isroel,IV,p 223



stress.upon.it
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fraction he demands.

how ‘the Jewish conception. of rcreature.and Creator colored

their speculations, meditations and beliefs:about man's fu-

Bod. 1lp a tew placesin the Old Testament hs.:is treated

I beasts. Ysrzel doubbless believed:it, despite the question-

'ing. by the writer of Ecclesiastes, for the quite definite

"lieves God :will be with him even in -Sheol. Some think he

“Where there. is no belief in.a Gqd, disbelief in lifg

x
beyond ‘the grave.is natural%, so,- thirdly, we will notice

ture.” The animal .rorld had sprung:into being by .command,”
Let us maje" was seid of man 'eloneiand he alone was made

"in theimege of God". Man is e .work ndt of nature, but of

like a brute; in many others he is likened to God. Man wag
mede for communion with God, and a different origin-implies

e different '‘end from that which would come to birds and

-

Jewish thought of God necessitated it. He was the Creztor
of" everything, ;immanent but trenscendent, a-righteous being,
personal and holy in.akl his ways. Before. there is any cex-
painty as to-any life beyond bhe‘unmonal and pegative ‘ex-
istence in Sheol, they came to. feel. that their highest good
restehain inbimate fellowship 'with God, In Psalm 16 some

find a.reference to life after death, that the. Psalmist be

had :in mind a'Iong life and so naturally thought of safety

#* cSolmonds, Déctrime of ‘Christian Immortality, p.12356.

-




15,

®

for 18 long time to come. Others see. here only a promise off
the perpetuity of -the :}ife of the natidﬂf Rirkpatrick in-
terprets:it as declaring. that God's joys alone..are ‘sternal
;nhile earth's fade+and that theaptithesis. here.is not be-
tween - life hers and hereafter, but that between the life

‘with or without God in .association with whom is man's "high-
est good. Salmonds holds that in this Psalm there is no.
distinct belief in & blessed immortality, far less in a

resurrection, but.thet there:is present .z strong hope and
a sehse of security that dispels all feer in the fellowshiy
mith God? Bhat form it would take was unknown to the Jew,

but 'in his relation to Jehovah is the pledge of his deliv-

er questioned, so he believes there must be'a wey out of

‘the seeming unjust rewards:end penalties, the unravelled

enigm;s of this life, for his - is & just God,: Accordingly
Jehovah becomes a "God of Deliverance" (Ps 68v&)). Hosea
(2:6 .end 14) bases his hope for ‘the restoration of lsrael
on the love of God fér his chosen peopIé. 1n Bsalms 73 ang
92 only the dull:and fool¥sh fail to see that:if the wicks
ed prpsper they 'are later to be.overwhelmingly and eternal-

1y punished, but -the only reward 'specifiied -for the uppight

/

erance. 1p Pselm 77 that God .will rewardand punish:is ney-

(73p23~26) is the presence 'and- favor of God,-end the frieng

*rnudson. © Phe Psalms. + Hystory of the Jemwish Beople,
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wworld of igsense.;end ‘appearence, 'and had .worked:its wey

of' God could not emd his.life.in the ghost<like existence
of Qheol, If God is his portion.he mu;t;have Him forever,
His thought of God'led him straight into:immortality,: for
he felt that ."men who have.lived in covenant and fellowshiy
.With God cannot dissolve. into a handful of dust:and .cease
‘to be"® He would see God's face -and be satisfied (Ps 17: 1%
jand Job 19:26). His fellowship with Jghowah could herdly
be limited to this life, but.kould go on forever (Ps 73:1231
26).. ‘'the doctrine of 'immortality may not have been consci-
ously or prevailingly neld, for if it had been, the tenor

of much of the 01d testament would have been changed, 'At

to .a thorough-going belief :in immortality., The worst thing
:about ‘Sheol.mras the loss of God (Ps 88:10-32). Jereniah,
-gbandoned by ‘the world, found his :highest satisfaction in
God.” When He 'seemed to bave fallen the prophets preached
Him as the supreme ruler of the universe. Theirs was a
rare quality of trust and belief in Jehoweh. and HIs justic
,shich not only:laid the foundation, bug built the ﬁramewori,
.and those..who had:eyes to see could 'soon begin to see.and

understand. Truly:a feith that hed triumphed over the

through to~tne‘absolute conviction thet in friendship and

least implied:in the:Jewish thought of God'is-ell that leads

*Dauidson,Psalasysin Hostings! Bible Dictionary.
*Strachan's Rebrew Fdeals,p. 199~
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is the result of neither -logic nor :literature, but of ‘the

harmony .with God ‘is man's. highest good.and truest happiness
'is .not dnlyza barbinger of :immortality,- but,.:as. Kirkpatrick
writes, tis:a knowledge that .is.itself eternal:life!x
Finally -in the ‘fourth place ‘the religion of the 01ld
Testament is not primarily:e book.relkigion, but.a religion

of rife .and the Bact that the thought of life efter death

experience of :1ife is one freaught :with great .importance fon
its lLater -development. MWere logic could be overcome,: but
heart experiences-can never be retuted, especially so far
‘as the possessor ¥s concerned. LYterature tends to codify
and circumscribe truth, but ‘the truth of life breaks over
'such limits 'and because of the - }ife :within it yields ever
richer interpretations than those originally in the mind of
the 'writer. from the fact that Jehovah 'wes to be his por-
tion in."the Yand of the living" (Ps 1@2:5) and that he wasg
not always sure of that-after death, the psalmist.belisved
that ."God -was not the God of the dead, but of the'living"f
:And as no .conception of Him, '‘so no putwving of the ‘thought
of 1life after death could ever be final, :as-it lived, :it be
qame :increasingly more .clear -and cerbein."not by reasoning,
but by ‘experience; not by the:application of logic to the

problems of -existence,. but by refitection on what ‘the "heart

¥ The Psalms. ° Watthew.
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fspeculetion; but by the impassioned 'and assured :way of per-

-enigmas of :1ife, and the Jewish thoughts of man -and God hac

Was a living -life-product.

-the quesbion as to-the-how of :it, but -the former does not

.eignto the 01d Testament though.i¥t Jds suggestediin Ps -30:

‘hope .which mey come at ‘times on .any mind in the .dark and

felt :and possessed; .not by the .chill.iend. doubtful :may of

. . x . .
sonal .acquaintance ;with God". Life ralone groms and graw.l

pust, 'so ‘that -even if ‘exilic .influences, :external or objecs -

tive.and ‘internal or 'subjective, the unsolved problems :and

not .carried the ‘thought of -the future-life far.beyond the

~

negative shadow-lend existence of :Sheol as a place for all,
good *and .evil alike, it .would have been .advanced perhaps

morse 'slowly,- but none the less surely by the fact thaet it

Just :what *happened after death is 1itéle discussed :iyg

the 0l1d Testament. Both the psalmist and Koheleth ‘raise

attempt .an explanation:and the. tatter only discounts-it.flﬂ
that dey the supreme question was ‘the Ffact:and not.its ex-
planation, 'so the Biblical data hsre is'scent. Salmonds

helieves *the theory of extinction or :annihilation-to be foy-

13, Job 7:21, -end becles '3:19-20. ‘These. pgssegdes are 'said

to ."reflect moods of feeling, 'sinkings and. fluctuations of

painfui-tpings of \life".. Had ‘th¥s 'spipit prevailed ;all pra;

*®Salmonds, 'Chréstiéan Doctrine of Iumortality,ps 154,

+Ibid, p. 135,
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‘the soul .absorbed by God, but the theme of the passage .is

phetic .references to :a..resarrection..would *have been sstifledl

.Some have ‘thought that the souls of ‘the .wicked .were destrog-

ed,. but -that those of ‘the righteous.could .return to 'earth.
‘Such :a beiief in the ‘transmigration. of rsoul's 'seems to have
been .current :in ‘the time of Herod .who ‘thought Jesus :mas the
Raptist .again.come ‘to -life and both ;were thought to be :ris+
'en prophets. ,fhatever of the .conception.existed.was daubt-
less due to Greek or .kgyptkan influence, for:little or no
-support..can be found for .it:in the 0ld festament. Bcclesi-

gstes 12:7 '‘seems Lo say that the body .will be dissolved and

pather ‘the transiency of Life. ."Absorption is the.end ‘where
‘emangtion iis the beginning"f«but that obliterates personal4
ity iefter death and to that ‘the 0ld Testament nowhere a-
grees.

However :with one phase of the ."how" of }itezafter
death post-exilic thought .concerned .itself and there gradu-
ially emerged 'a belief in some sort of a resurrection of "the
dead, though very vague :and :indefiinite it .wes. tAlong with
the hope. of .immortality the origin of the'thought of .resvr-
rection ié'thoﬁght by someé tc be Persian, and by others to
be Egyptian or Hellenic, but, .as Salmonds’says, ‘the Jewish

.religion i¥s not.’so .indebted to ethnic faiths and all .agree-

/

i

*Salmond, 'Chnistian 'Doctrine of Immoriakity, ps 150,
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.Daniel depicts the resurrection as including both the wicky

ments or similarities between them are matters not of de-
pendence of one upon the other, but of coincidence. The
0l1d Yestament conception of God as a living and eternal

personality has wrapped within it, at least in germinal -
form, all thet we find there with regard ‘to the everlasting
life., The thoﬁght of resurrection began with the revival
of the state. Hosea preached it (6:1-2).end it was woven
into fzekiel's allegory of the. dry bones (Chap '38) as thé
reakakening of a peopls. [zekiel -37 deseribes a dead na-
tional Tife made to live, and portrays 8 regurrection of

the people. ln lsa-46 the prophecy of the resurrected 1life
js not only more certain, but it has progressed -end not on-
1y the community ses such, but the personms composing it werg
to be resurrected. Non-lsraelites shall die, but Israel's

dead shall live (v.19). which -Wade thinks probably meant on-

ly the righteous dead. 'The dead as lifeless ghosts kiving

on the dust of Sheol seem to present the. impossible so far

as resurrection is concerned, but God will do it, he fesls;

ed and the righteous, but of ‘the Israelites only. Some shal
amake to “everlasting life" and some to "everlasting con-
tempt" (12:1-2).

Salmonds declares thet this passage goes beyond any

1
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end literal and the largest in its vision and expression o

rifts in the cloudd there occasionally stole upon that darj

other'in the canon of the 0l1d Testawent - the most definitl

the hope of 'a resurrection.mith distinct -moral ;issues. It
presupposes. a judgment ‘and ‘reaches out to the Méssianic
hope. The author of the book of Ecclestastes did not be-

lieve in the doctrine of the resurrection., Who knows what

becomes of the:spirit of man, he asks (3:19-2+). He believgs

that the same event and goal is the end of all (Z2:15-16 ang
6:3-8). Kirkpatrick asserts that nowhere in the Psalter is
there. the hope of a resirrection. ln Psalm 88 it is thought
to be inconceivable. However in the Psalms'the hope of thé
New lestament:is found in germ. The picture here presenteq
of God*s love and .wrath marks out the path-to be taken by

all the speculations end hopes of the future. Through the

day a ray from the coming sunrise of eternal {hristian be-
liefs.

There 'is no more marked example of progress in Jewish
thought, it would seem, than in their conception of a fu-
ture as.it grew to be retributive. This idea emerged some+
what ip advence of thet of the resurrection. The Sociniang
thought. the dld‘Testament ignorant of any system of awards

and as well of eternal }ife. fEven De Wette thought the
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‘tion was the 'spirit of retribution, 'in Jewish ‘thought, how-

:ever,- to be meted out on earth. We have seen the dissatis-

mards and penalties of the present life and observed that

the restoration of the community thest is to be by means of

Jews suffered when 'their idea of retribution.mas contrasted

with that of the Greeks. The very core of Mosaic legisla-
faction that arose from the discord between their thoughts
of Jehavah ‘as'a just God-and the .ewident 'injustice of 're-

that compelled a chenging view of the future. Then "we

should -also naturally anticipate that as moral life rises,

and & people's ideas of virtue and goodness become more ang

more distinctly ethical, the conception of the future life
will become. in like manner ethicel, and the idea of a re-
tributive future assert itself"..

One of the earliest stated beliefs in a Divine judg-
ment 'is given by lsaiah 2-4 and is doubtless pre-exilic.
McFadyen thinks it -about 7854é.0f How it will come he doel

not 'say. Dsutero-lsaian writes in exilic times, probably,o

en inner religious change. ln lsaiah 9:2-7 end 3%7:1-8 of
rather doubtful date we find the hope of a glorious Uessi-
anic age expressed. Again and agein the thought appears. iy
Jerenish and Ezekiel, Joel 1:15, Zephaniah 1:15, end -Amos

5:18. Melachi, written Driver thinks 'sometime shortly af-

1 *Salmonds, Christion Dictrine of Immortality., °Ibid,p.26s

'+ Introduction to the 0ld Testament.
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) all earthly sufferings and tc reach the blessings beyond,

-sure. of "the present eslone, we 'should en)oy 'its pleasures tc

‘the full. ‘1je perplexity into which -he fell is good evi-

-istence and end. Job felt the same injustice in the dis-
tribution of rewards-and penalties, but -he came-'to & dif-

‘ferent conclusion. Though surrounded by .what seemed evi-

ter-the :return from the captivity ‘is sure of 'a last judg-
ment (4:5ff Here, bwald 'says, 'the bright ‘hope of ‘immortal-
ity :is developed as never before and further - what almost
'Seems 'an overspatement - "that it had long been ‘established
‘in Isrqgl, but never until now'so firmly that it could nev+

er disappear. This. hope enabled 'them to epdure victoriously

"the only sword of salvation on whose edge the most fatal
terrors ‘vould ‘strike in vein®:

The ‘theory of proportionate rewards either “here on
earth or after death the.writer of lkcclesiastes would not
‘accept. He saw the good man ana the evil mén living, sand
while he pogsessed a sense of the worth of the present he
became cynicsl as to any tuture, He urged the fearing of

God and 'the living of a temperate life, but because né are

dence ‘that man was not made ‘to 'fit into such an animal ex-

dences of God's wrath he holds to God"s love-and justice :

and feels he will not permit the same fave to the uppight

* Tntroduction to the Literature of the 0ld Festamenti.
° Bistory of I'srael, Vu, pp.305-6s
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life that befalls the wicked, His wish in 19:23-27 that
there migﬁt be another life reaches practical certainty ant
thi® passage Salmonds ‘terms the loftiest :in the. book. He
knowns tperexis 8 Redeemer. He may die, but in Him'he will
be safe. He may.never see it :and he doss not ask ‘how it
will be, but 'he believes-that justice is sure to come :some
‘time, Here then stands:an undeveloped -thought of the fu-
‘ture "without the distinctness, precision, and permanence
of later faith",

Phe book of Daniel with its Perstan words, three of
Greek origin, and. a section written-in Palestinian ‘Aramaic)
:¥s undoubtedly very late, :and the message conveyed is:that
every experience, good or .3ll, of man‘is not 'an accident,
but 'a part of God's plan for ‘the world -and:its people, tha{
right will ultimately triumph and good faithful 'service be
penarded. )

Ot the four 'so-called ."Psalms of lmmortality", 16, 1%,
49, :and 73, 16 may refer only to God's presence in Sheol,td
the value of communion with Him, or ‘it may be‘a community
-psaln 'with no reference-to -individusal -immortality. As a
whole ppe Psalms-are quite undertain, -at-least:indefinite
as to whether-judgment-is to be meted out in the present or

*future"and:if in the latter whether 2}l men are:judged.

~¥*Salmonds, ‘Ghrnvstian Doctrinme of Immortaltty; piiz05,
- ® KFent, History of the jFewish Beopte.




- more 'than ‘implieit. Psalm 49:nhich-seems ‘to be 'strietlyir
-dividual .copes. with-the- preblem of ‘the prospenity-of ~the
-wieked. -Bhatrevails their-riches? VUerses 6-%2 reveal ‘the
~futility of .either-the wealth-of “the riech or the thoughts
-of ‘the-wise to redeéem- them from- Bheol. :After-they-are- gong

- their iabundance :is. quickly ‘scattered and they- themselvss

degth :end--ruted- over by-the righteous-who- the Psalmist feel
| mere not-meant for- Sheol. Verse 14b 'and .c:implises what

-eould be considered-the germ- prineciple- of ~the resurrecbion,

Pgalm 17, ~if regarded ‘as community, may contain 'a. prophsecy
of ‘the Messianic :age, “and 'if individual :it presents even iir

verse i5~a'hope of 'immortality rather .clouded.and-—hardly

will be driven to Sheol-like'animals'tc be-shepherded- by

‘Phe--righteous, :assured of the  proteetion.:and the fellamshiy
of God - of ‘far. greater value than. earthly.wrath. -.-is to be

pansomed.{v.15). trom the ghost~like existence. of. the. nethey

world,: but.-yhile the psalmist here.suggasts.the“immortabitj

of. the. righteous.’he. makes. no.-attempt."to. define rt. hade.:i
terprets ‘this verse:as. describing 'a detiverance. not. from

tne.grave.OPASheol.eitner,=6ut‘from.a premature. destructior
He.:radds, however, that. in the belief that God ®ill not faiﬂ
man..whose.:summum. bonum is.fellowship.:with the -Livine 'there

exists at 1east 'a "potentisl .immortality¥s: 'As in the book

S

L

* Kirkpatrick, The Psalms, p.199.
° ‘Hade, 0ld Pestameni History, $.511:

-



126

and that the righteous (verseé424426)'with God as their

of* Job ;and Psalm '37, !so in Psglm 73 ‘the 'same guesbion:is
dwelt upon as.in Psalm 49 'save 'that the former represents :g
later 'stage of thought. It .was ‘a serious problem to ranci-
ent [srael 'and especially to those .who ‘thought only of this
world ‘as ‘the scene of God"s-dealing with me. The Psalmist
‘sees theiinstability of this world's rewards as contpasted
with that resulting from fellowship :with God iand .reaches
the iconclusion that 'if the wicked 'seem to ‘triumph:it Is fory
'a short time only. Neitber death nor:an existence in Sheol
can end ‘all., Here is a gleam of things eternel :in the
thought, .as Kirkpatpick expresses it, thet this+life .is buy
ons 'stage, oneact:in the drema of a life that may be eter-
.nal, atkleast'evevlasningf' Phe misguided multitude feeling
that it is ever the worse for 'its devotion to its-relig?on
can not '‘see that CGod:is really comtrolling things and:won-
ders what the real use of obedience -to Him may be.Delitzsch
‘thinks the .retribution nere referred to:is of this life,

but 'when we read (verse ‘27) that the wicked ."shall perish"-

"portion forever" are "afterward” to be received into glorj,

what other conclusion can e reach'than'that thereiis to b

an ultimete judgment .mith destruction for the evil and .evey-

Jasting life for the upright? Ybough the Beptuagint .with

* Eirkpatnick, The Psalms.. ° Ibid,
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catch and hold but for a moment and which like an unreache

"marshalling" them the way they should go? ‘

‘a surgery both slow and severe. ‘the old conception of a

I Celestial Being, Jehovah, but with the awards-and sentences

its reading,"with glory didst thou receive me' sees here nd
reference to the future, as we have the text, it must refel
to Iife after death., If this hope :wers clear and definite,
kirkpatrick's question a&s to 'why more 'stress was not put

upon it as the solution of the troubles of ‘the Jewish peo-
ple° is pertinent. Might it not. have been one of those

Plashes of -revealed truth from the Infinite which this lof-

ty spirit with a marvelous spirjitual reach was able to

_and somewhat elusive ideal '‘was to serve as a beacon light,

Beliefs, especially the religious, chenge slowly.They
so closely intertwine about end interweave their tendrils

with the human heart that they are uprooted, if at all, by

nether Sheol peopled by bloodless, ghost-like denizens -who
entered there at death regardless of moral conduct during
their earthly life, and justice with its remards for the

righteous and penalties for‘the wmicked:administered by the

always pronounced 'in the terrestrial court of earthly life
were probably cherished somewhat ‘tenaciously by the Jewish

people 'and made way but slowly for the progressive revela-

Y

¥ Xirkpatrick, The Psalms. °rbid.




' ed, and happily so, in less -emphesis on heavenly hopes and

'secret of evertasting life, and the Hebrew with his hope ‘a-

Styxy

tions made to spiritual leaders. In the 0ld Testament are
declaratiens of individual immortality, suggestions of a
resurrection for both the evil and the upright, -and a half-
belief that ‘the future will be retributive. Though these
concepts lacked real -assurance, they held, as the acorn the
oak ‘tree, 'in embryo the fulness of present.Christian hopes.
Because it was devoid of this assurance. we must pot think,
says Davidscn, that the Jewish religion was a low or feeblq
type. The wonder is that without such -assurance of the fu-
ture there could exist such a vigorous and tenacious faith
as theirs. ‘The wonder is that when they knew'so little
they believed so puch, Delitzsch remarks thet such unre-
served trust in God in the midst of 'the unsolved enigmas of
tife and of the gloom that enveloped the future, bears wit-
ness to the heroic cheracter of the 0ld Testament faith,

The lack of clearness and certainty -esbout the future 'result

more on-earthly conduct, in less interest'in the otherworld-

1y 2nd more.in the present -life., Herein-after -all lies the

lone in Jehovah, trusting ‘tc Him all his future. earthly

days "nas guite content to-commit to Him his fate beyond the

* ‘Davidson, The Psalms, Hastings -Bible. Dictionary.
° Hartt, The Religion of the 0ld Pestamént,
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‘Salmonds,~ The Christian Doctrine of lmmortality.

| Davidson,- Psalms (Article in Hastings Bible Dictionery).
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