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tian Church has turned 1ie reforn n the edge of this concep

"Cut of it hos sprung the break from cerenonialism and formnald

THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF FAITH |

It has been the growing conviction ol the writer that tj
basal concept of religiour 1life ana thought i< the concept

of Paitn, Every great reforaer ir the hictory of the Chris-

ism and legalism. Out of it g cone the awak-ning in the
heart of wman ol the taerein imbedded Essence Qf religion, #
Around it h=s gathered =211 th-t is simplest and worst funda-
mental in reli¢ ious experiearce.

It ir because of ibhis thoet we turn our a tention to
this theme. Fait: is by no means an isolated religious con-
cept. It extends its power over the whole range of life. ’
It dOeé not imply the intellectual agrecment nerely with anyi
doctrine but as Rudolf Fuc en "ag said, "There ic Embedded
in it an ascent of t » whole Txistence of our nature, a

longing for the heights and a progregssive certalaty of such

heights, out of the Energy of the Divire Life." Thus faith

S

e

is re2lly the key to personal religious life, ( |

lMoreove~ faith has a great significance vhen considered,
from tle standpoint of doctrine. It is very larrely it rough
nev statement and restatement or the neaning and Essence of |

faith that th» body of theological doctrine is as large as ir
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is. ﬁoctfina Fro. s out of a historical situaiEOn which de- F
:mands sone authoritrtive stotement of a principle. Thus |
JSrhen we arrive at thr heart of this great conce 't Faitr, we 3
,are at the fountain head of doctriial development a- well
as of religious Experience,

It is our purposc to fo to the Rible for our data and !
to trace historically, the develeopment of this concept. It i

woul be worthless to atternpt in our lirited:rcounpass an ex-

hauctive expo:itiern of f~ith ar might te ‘ound therein. Ve
must thereifore clroose the high points, the places where it
seemns o us Tnith finds its clearest nd most penetrating

Expression in the 01d Testawent. T .en we shall advance into
the Hew Tectaunert and put oursr ves unde the general teach-
ings of Jesus concerning faith, We chall end our treatise '

7ith 2 discussion of the distiunctive elements of Paul's i

|
teaching about faith anr its expreseln as theologictl doc-

trine. While nuch mirht be sald as regarde the viewpoint of
the author of the Hebrews and of Jawues and Peter, yet it is ;
our ~onvictinn t*at in the teac. ing of uesus and Paul is |
included al. trat is egsential to a full exposition of tris
relirious concert. e chall find that this historical treat;
ment Will reveal thot the faith of t'e ev Testamen} in its

essentinls accords xit. the faith of ti.e Cl¢ Testament but

that the New Testawent builds upon the 0ld Testamncnt expo-

gsition of it, and familiarizes and deepens its crntent,

. 3 )
witlhout changing 1ts essence. i
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FPirst, then, let us investigate the experlnnce of Palth 4

v
"
\

a: revealrd to us in the 01ld Testammrt. 1In going to the 01d
Testanent for its conception of faith we must realize that g
the 01d Testanent writings are not the cause of the religion |
of the 0ld Testament, but are merely docunents ol its ‘istoryﬂ
'‘Back of the docuwent is the experience. There is nuch faithl
Jdu the 01d Testirent althourh the -ord faith is uced compara-”
tively seldom. The great Febrew word expressing faith is i
]73 1/7 , from iZ_ﬂ& ,t0 believe, exprescing

fixednesg, stability, steaufastnes: and roliability. Let us
first lo-k at the great passage in Genesis 15: 6. This

passage 1: fror tre J or Jahvist document, This document |

"ac little interest in legislation ut is concerned with the

greit narratives., J is a collector of traditions, narrator,z

poet, philosopher, relifFious teacher ol hic nation. It dealsﬁ

with the stories of the c¢reatior and of Paradise, with the

deluge, the tower of Babel, the narratives of Abraha., Jacob

and Joseph. Thus J really belongs to the prophetic litera-

ture in the spirit of its content., Diflerent strata of J

(see Knudson, "Introductory lL.otes on "1d Testament Theology)
are ac<signed to 850-A50 B, C. The fact t at t:iis narrative
belongs to the provhetic literature is tirnificant ?n that
the concept of faith finds its 0ld Testanent climax in

prophetic #riting. Let us lonk specifically at this refer-

ence abovs cited. GCen. 15; 6, "And he believed ( 7272(‘£7] )

in Yahweh and he reckoned it lo him as righteousness." This

i
H
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'\ before the patriarc.s. There are no referencec in the 01d

- —

belief was a belief that exhibited itself in action, It
%as to this extent a faith revealing the essence of thé re-
Qligion of the patriarchs., Here .e have a straightforward
Eooen declaratiom of the faith principle which moved 21l the

Istrong hiearts of this patriarchal period. This one wan is

cingled out by the ‘writer & one worthy to emnbody the meaning

lof the faith principle. J here gives expressinon to his “
wiewpoint in regard to all these narratives, that adherence
to Cod is the stondard of character judgenent, and that
ihis adherence i: a personal experimental thing. Here we 5
hiave faith utterly free from legalism. The law had not
yet become o factor in Israel's history. It was cimply a

tru.-tful acceptance of a promize utlerly regardiess of present

seeninrly almost insurmountable difficulties in attaining h
its fulfTillment. PRut this fact is to be noted. As we i
‘delve deeper into Abraham's experience we see that the object;
iof this faith ir not the promiese tu. the person of Yahweh, f
mot the fact buf thr percori, not a doctrine but a qusonality
iTre teourht back of tlre vord translated believed, suggests i
lthe thought of steadvinr oneself, by leaninf ~n something.
'So here we see that faith ir not an intellerctual act nerely. |
It grasps more than the Intellect. It is anact of(the hole

self, it is a2 moral act and roots in the will and affections

as well as in the intellect. Here then we h~ve a clear and

)
|
concrete expression of the way of srlvation as it opened out i
'

[
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Testameni to faith that are not dislinctly coteriological.

P

Tts end is always the Lessianic salvation.

' Te turn our attention now to a second point where the
goncept of faith finds a strategic utterance. Thir is from
the passionate heart of Isaiah, Here faith finds expression
s the necessary condition of salvation, This passage,
Isaiah 7: 9, undoubtedly caue fro. Isaiah himself who was a
put ic teacher in Judah between the years 740-701 B, C. (See
Gray Introduction). Tris verse (which dates 7.1 B. C. aecto

Box) may be tranclated in v-rious ﬁays. "If ye believe not, :

9170 X7 , surely ye abide not secure, JJZ /rl’ﬂ , "

or "If ve will not believe surely ye shall not be established)

or, one w ich bringr out well the play on word:, "If ye hove
not faiﬁh, ye cannot have staith."” Whrot is neant here by the
concept faithi? The ront idea underlying 211 of tﬁese trans-
lations i- th~ pascion for fixity, for nermanence. The )

historical situatinn appears to be uncertain as to the out-

come. The evil pl ns o “yria and Fphraim agai-st Judah Willq

not be carried out,h says the sentence of vahweh,-so as far

|
- g!
i
as the present ir roncerned Judah is safe. DBut Isaiah goes I
on to s y the pernancnt satfety of Judah depends upon a X
sniritual relationship to Y:hweh, The secret of pe?uanent

fixity ie faith in Yahweh,~quiet, unruf{led, deterwined con-

Tidence in Him ao the controller of istory. The direct ob-

ject of faith here ceenc at Jirst sight to be the word of {

the prophet but on closer scrutin; it is seen to be the

= e mmmerTr——mmioms e e s s e R #T-.—“.::«—-:
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“word of Yahweh as t is prophecy is Yahweh's message to Ahaz. q

It is Yahweh back of the word to whom faith is to be directedi

. _ The only way, to use Alexander lLaclaren's fipgure, to rake H

v

things stable is to lasten ther to soneth.ngy that is stable. ﬁ
i

The way to put ascurance, certa.nty, calmnecs, fixity into ﬁ
life ie by fastening oneself firmly to God by belief, i. e. “

|
by faith, f

b

These words grow out of a sense of personal and national,

I{]

irsufiiciency. It was a critical period in Israel's history .
i

The kingdom of Judah was be.rg shaken. In such instances a

netion hungers for fixity, for assurance. It was to Isaiah |
to point the way to national salvatiom thru faith in Yahweh.
The prorhet mede his plea for faith with his face toward the
future of the nation, Here again th passion of the Israelit?
ish people for peruan~nce centers in its l.escsianic passion
for salvation., Duhm says that in this passage, the supreme |
importance of believing in Yahweh wac first expressed. There

is a distinction here to be made, however, which seems to

re very important. The individual notr did not enter very

deeply into Isaiah's conception of Faith. It was more the
nation's faitbh in Yahweh for which he wagc pleacding, Even
tioough the nessage was cpoken to Ahaz it was to hinyas a

representative of the nation. There was nothing here of the

. personil note t~ which we come in the lew Testament ow 7hen

§

Christ says, "Tay faith hath saved thee.” But t e center of |

faith ig in tle nat on just as eve-~ything related to Israel

}
H
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"at this tine centered thhiere. Israel's decpest passion was
Eits nationnl passior., Ite inter-pretation of Religion was
'. 'a.p’rimar'i y national interpretation., Thre emphasis here then|
was upon national faith and it was distinctly prophetic-in
its emphasis on future hore. There are two other passages
:from the prophet Isaiah which help round out 'is conception
of Paith ., 1Isaiah 28; 16, "Behold I lay in Zion for a foun-
:dation a stone, a tried stone, 2 precious corner stone of
f' sure foundation: he that believeth ]"ZjXZj,_«_7 shall not

I
“be in haste.®

i
Isaiah 30: 15, "“or t.us said the Lord Jehovah the Holy

One of Israrl, In returning and rest shall ye be saved, in
guietness E?/_?(/J'ﬂ_) and i- confidence /7/7 2 2 7 shall
LA y =3

’ , be your strength.”

These references are directly in line with the interpre/
+tation of the more strategic statement in Isaiah 7: @ and
exphasize the thourht trat reliance upon God will rerult
in not ues ng any means that might seem contrary to the will
of God.
This brings ue to a t-ird great 01d Testament statement

of faith. It comes to us in the n»rophecy of Habakkuk., This

provhecy was written shor ly after 805 RBR. C. and Waf occasioned

by the arrival of the Chaldeans triumphing ove the Israflit{
. in Judah. Evidently the prophetc advised submitting them-

selves to the Choldean domination and thus yield thencelves

without reservation to the Ljivine plan working through history.

=T — e T == 2
T T
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"Habakluk's mescagre ir one of encouragement. In contrast 7ith
1
]

+
1

vthe puffed up soul of the Chaldeans he says in Habakkuk 2: I

4, "The_ just shall liv~ by his faith," or "The jurt sholl
live in his faithfulne.s /J77.Z 724 /'lf_:'l .* The idea here !
expressed i¢ consistent with the outlook tovard the Juture ;
which co dozninates the relirfion of the 01d Testament. There
mus. be ~uiet, percistent, waiting patizsnce in a confident,
‘trustful relationship to Yahweh which characterizes the 1life
of = righteou nan., Here however a: in the otiirr refe-ences
alrcady discussed the f2aitlh is not =0 much that o an indi- |

vidual as of a nation. FEven the faith w'ich th~ prophet

feels beating in his breast is a faith ti.t he views most

valuable in ite relationship to his natior. There is imvlie

here a great conviction of the majesty, ~nergy, and loving

wight of Yahweh., Te-ic a Cod who rules tirough history. Thﬁ
nation which now seemws so powerful, by the very traits upon
which its cower i< built is to be undermined. Yahweh will

ackieve ite downsall., Only the nation that trusts in Yah-

weh, only the nation of faith will endure and have permanenc%p
But Habakkuk in bhie thought of Tfaith strec:ces the expression
of it in action, Faithfulness to task, to duty, to God goes
hand ;n hani with trust in Cod., TFaith expres.ecs itfelf in
faithfulness. TEislen sayc that this as an expresainn of |
living faith is not surprassed in the 01d Testament.

In the three above critical pasrages ol the 01ld Testa-

nent we rove what wmight be called the ! igh water 0ld Testa-

#
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ment warks of faith ir its active sense. These pacsares it d'

: }
seems to me come the nearest of ary to a formulation of a H

definite statement regarding fait~. There renain to be con- i
sidered another tvne of Mld Testament faith wiich comee very
"near to the concention of personal individuai faith of the
~ew Testament, Thris ic the faith trat comez to ur t*rough
sthe Psalme,

There is at present much uncertainty “mong Biblicel .
scholars regarding the dote of the Psalme, Criticism is
practically agreed that the t. eory of Davidic authorclip is
not well grounde’. Sore argue for an early date. But the

mrin trend of o-inion seems to argue for a poct exilic date

for tre Lajority of the Psalrs, I this be a correct hyro-

thesic we have in the Ps lne the latect development of the

concenrt of faith in the 01d Testament, Here we find not alonF

the national emphasis of faith but also an intence irdividuall

iar, e feel instinctively the ‘throb ard passi~n of an in-

dividual confidence in Yahweh, The Psalms <¢o not use the

great Cld Testament word for "believe" but the idea of t ust

or confidence in Yahweh i< a very vital one in them. Is

there anything in this latest expression of faith in the 0ld
Testamnent which kceps it out of the calegory of the .ew Test$
ament references to faith. We believe there is. The objecQ
of faith is indeed ultima.ely the s ne. It l‘ngﬁ t194£3223;
0 Israel. The differencc i< to be found in the fact that

for the most vart the experience of failh to the salmist was
- J
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:momentary and irregular, There was no grgat continued con-~
'fidence in Yahweh, The faith of the Pgnimist was spasmodic
.end changeable. At times he saw God clearly but almost the
next moment might find him “n the valley of despair, Take
the 518£h-(assigned o exile or later by Driver) Psaln.
ilere we hove a true descri tion o1 the consuming power of
an evil conscience, a startling picture of human inability
”to escape the torments of puilt, and a passioriate reliance
flon C 8 to accowplish what humanity is unable to do. Or

gif wr take the latter part of the 73rd Psalm (written not
:earlier than Jeremiah, see Driver) we have at first anxious
nfears dubiously expressed and then the soul of the Psalmist
struggles thru, to the light as with a great throwing of
“himself over upon God he says, "Whom have I in heaven but
thee? And there ie nomne upon earth that I desire beside
thee. My {lesh and my heart faileth but God is the strength

of my heart and my portion forever." There ir no continued

percistent confidence in Yahwveh.

|

W
I

That sl.all w- sfy then in sun.ing up the teaching qf th%

01@ Testament concern.ng the religious concept faitn? It is
the central elernent in vital religiouc experience. Thr
national empharcis gives it & sweep and grandeur whﬁph the
more develoned individu~licn of wmany of the Psalme and the
lNew Testament do not show. God is the s.preme controller of
nature and ristory in the interest of distant moral ends,

i

Faith is the g ¢t of trust, the bent of man's active will in

i

i
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the mood of steadfast patience, waiting for God to as<ert
I

"His right of way in history, PFaith subjectively apprehends

%tbis Divine power. It has not come yet to an authoritative
‘doctrinal statement. The word "to believe,"™ indeed is used
'only in half its instances in a religious sense. But by
being thus used to express the high religious foith of the
4016 Testawant the word was prepared for i s more extended
and familiar Few Testament use not alone in the expression
"“of religious experience but in doctrinal staéement a. well,
The Psalms thru their spirit of intense individualism pre-

pared the way rCor ihe distiictly personal application of the

religious concept faith which finds repeated expression in

the MNew Testament.

Ve core now to the second division of our t ecis. The
r ligious concept of faith ac conceived and taught by Jesus,

Te are here in the presence of the authpritative word con-

cerning faith. Jesud teaching "when viewed as a great systen

|

of thourht," says Jno. Stuart Mill, "is on a par with the
most complete philosophical and religious cystems of thought
which have been founded by men."...."About the life and say-~
ings of Jesus tiere is a stamp of personal originality con-
vined with profundity of insight, which, if we aban?ion the
idle expectation of finding scientific precision vhere sone-~
thing very different is aimed at, must place the Prophet of
Nazareth even in the estimation of those who have no beliefl

in big inspiration, in the very first rank ol the nen of

!
!

l

I
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sublime genius of whom our c¢pecies ctn boast."
A word nerds to be said regarding Jesus' relntion to
‘the 01ld Testament, Jesues did not in any sense break with

"the 01d Testamert. Harnack ha: sunmed up his relation to

it piti ily and pertinently whrn he says, "Whatever sources of

comfort and strength Chricti nity, even in its liew Testament
har posc-essed or does posser: up to the present ies for the

rort part taken [rom the 0ld Testawent viewed from a Chris-

tian standpoint, in virtue of the imnrescion of the person of
== == ~3

Jesus."Jesus did not destroy the C0ld Testanent but fulfilled
it. This he did not by gFiving it "quantitive extension" as
Tendt puts it but by "qualitative renewal." His concept of
faith was built on the 0l1¢ Testanent concept. The 01d
Tertanr~nt wac the source of tle knowledge of Faith., The
wnowledge of faith was firstand forrmost the kno ledge of
God conceived of a « depicted in the 0ld Tectament, one,
supernundane, spiritual almighty, creator and governor of
the world, gnd ther~fore the Lord, a God of goodness and
redemption., Christ bro.ght to perfection faith in Cod, by‘
mediating thru His revelation thot God the Father was God
the creator and redeemer. Tius the ranre and contents of
the revelation of salvation as given in Jesus perfiptly

coincides with the range and contents of the will of God

from thn 01d Tectament, As Harnack well says, "Christianity

has to sacrifice its dearest possession®™ if such is attempte

o T

Iz T s

!

!.!

i

hiwself corcerning salvation, Ve cannot sever Christianity
1




: (13)

e s o N e

This dearest possessior is the beliefl tiat the God of crea-

| Etion is also the God of Redemption. Yet there was a distinct
. l'fdifference in the concept of faith as taught by Jesus, and E
the Jewish concept of faith., The whole teuwper of Jewish
| religion at the time of Christ's coming was legalistic., Ve i
. shave spoken at some length ol the infense individualistic
piety of the Psalms. Yet even rome of the late Psalms Were
foverlaid with this legelistic spirit which had its historicall
rigin in the legal developments followi & upon the return

of Israel from exile. The God of Israel had come to be

thought of as afar of¥, In most Jewish piety there was a

sense of fear of the far ofi God., Iow and then as we have
shown,the great soul of a Fsalmist would find the clouds |
breaking away anc he would grt o glimpse of the clear ble

of God's real nature. T en the momentary vision was again
overclouded. There was no continued sustained trust and cond
fidence in Gnr. 3Zven among the lofriest religious spirit,

faith in Go¢ was uncertain and alternating. Jesus came with'

the doninating experience of his 1ife, that of utter, absolué
trust in God as a Father. Christ did not teach faith as a |
doctrine but simpiy as an attitude , a bearing-of the whole
1ife toward God. -e knew the immensity of Cod's po?er and 3
He enjoined upon nen the dicpositinn which includes both the
. attitude ‘of spirit toward God and the personal acknowledge-

ment of His infinite love and power. ;

The tlemr of Jesus' teaching was the Kiunpgdom of Cod.

s s
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The conditions o* ertrance were two; First, rerentance,--

Second, Paith. Te confine ourselvef to the Tynoptic teach-
ing. ™hat according to tre “ynoptic teaching “1d Jesus mean
by fait 7 e gives ue no formal J=2finition yetl he does not
leave us in “ourt az to its character or ius notency in
reliFpious exerience. He began his message with a challenge
to faith; "Redeut ond believe ( 77/ ocTeveTe ) in the
Cospel." To the woman wro in love wa hecd His feet witl her
tears He said, "Try faith ( #+se7s5 ) hath saved theg,

g0 in peace." Whenever he resoonded to a trusting attitude

by curiné tenroral dicease o2: in the case of Rlind Rertimaeug,
the Syrcophoenician wounan's daughter, and the woman with the
bloodv iz:iue, Le showed that no fivine benefit would be de-
nied faith an? th t faith is he key to tbe kingdon, *All
things," He says, "are pos iltle to Piw tli t baiieveth'
(7T'fa“réf’/0f:7'£ J. In Chris.'s ihou.bt we cannot separaﬁe
repentance and foith. Tra two are but different aspecte of
the sare experience. Repentaice 1: the negetive, faith is
the positive a-pect, The poritive a pect ir prior to the
negative, Faith, then, is 2 gift of God by . hicr man ascentp
to a hisher order ~f life in order tlat he .ay have sgurength
to turn frou the lower. As one rs beautifully put jt,“Faitb
is a gift Coil Iays in the 1-r of the soulf F-ith A;s dynanip
force ac Crrist ~isti.ctly te~cres in ths illustration of thp
mustard seed., Th= ohject of Faith ic G~d. Christ alwaye

directs :en to frith in Fim., PFrejurently he directs men to
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" faith in Tinself but it is always in Fis nind that shis is
I
' essantially faith in God. 7€ must tiink of Christ, * ujs !

Is . ' - "
b reps ©€0T " Paith in Christ ie Prith ir Cod. Twe |

truer concerti™m I can goin ol Christ's trourht of faith
ie that ol the dirposition ol Jle heart torard Cnod. e de-

velops inward character or foith, through incisting again

and again upon a childlike attitude of trust in the Heaven—l
ly Father, t»ru illustration of parcental love and of the i
nrayer attitude of the una :uming publitan. Faith in the ;
trought of Je.us was tyr fift.of Cod, not att~ined through
ctriving but given because ni desire, “a fili-»l huuble

earﬁest eniri. of «elf comnittal to God.- lLoreover, it was

the 1life and teac-inc o™ Jesus that brought faith in Cof

.nto the reach of the ordinary men. karte in his "The 3
Relirion of the Old Testarert" has stronrly expressed this |
thought, " ince Jesurs walked u on earth there arc not.geﬂelﬁf
isolated individuals raised atove the cpiritusl stnture of y
average .en, who fecl tlhiat God ic the ~uthor and Lord

v of their inner 1li“e, ~nd trh~t they are under ~n irresi-tible

conpulsion to do "ir will., A whole multitude of very rcimple
folk may no. be found +ho feel ti1e love and the rtrength of

thei? hesvenly Father.® Then too Jesu:. brourht info clear
and e .pe-icental exrrer-ion the i-tense individuali m of the

expe~ience of fait:. It was not the frith ~f a nation but

the T2itl ol i Ffividual ren toward ~hich he Jirected His

ords, Ty faith hath saved thee* vas t.e spirit ol his
#
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view of faith., It was arn experience intensely personal. e
revealed to arsn the treuendous piritual forcesg at their

‘ personal conwand through the -ower of faith. BEw .d has said,!
i

"All the accwmul ted repminiscences of tl e nececsity and suppﬂ-
. “eminent power of faiih would have been ultimately without
rabiding result had ..ot Christ first uninlded the supreme !
npower or feith which ic poscible to man. He live” ir it as :
tne elenent of "is power, ani knew most intinately .ts al’
conquering wight."
The adontion of faith af tie cupreme conditi~n of en- |

rr s

trance into the IIingdom of God peoints toward Christian uni-
‘versalism. The faith of the 01d Testament was availabls not
for the world, but for a limited portion, for the race of :
Israel, This lipited standpoint to be cure was over reached

now and then by co.e spirit sho had caught a loftier -~on-

fception of God, but for the mogct part their t ought of faith

«was aide-bound., Cirist by nuking faith the sufficient con-
iy

“ition of Salvation lifted the boundary and nade v e ex-

4

perience acceseible to all nen everywhere.

Te have shown the reason for a study of the Billical

concept of faith., e hdve considered historically the growty

of tte concept of faith through the 01d Testarent af iilus- °
trated in the thought and experience of the Pdtriarchs, the -

. Prophets, Isaiah and [abakluk,and the Psalmists, of Israel,

e unave chown the strong points of t eir concent and hzve

dwelt to sore ex ert u,on their liwitations agc well. Ve

'-.—-— e N e S B e T—m——
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[d;ve advanced into ie l.evw Trstanent ond meve tried to show

[

in whet relationghip Christ stooc <o t e lerdirg spirite of
the 0ld Testament, ar well as the disti ctive points of his

teaclhing in regard to the experience of Taith. Trus far we

fiav dealt with relipious experience, Although now and then |

t
Fal

0 write- im the passion of Lis belief speaks alwost dogmaticag—
ly as does Isaial in verse 9 of chapter 7 yet his beliel doer
not becone formrlated into a doctri-e. It remains for us to
lconsider the Pauline view of faith, Here ii is thav we are
to.find faith coning upon the stage oL religious development
in the garb of a doctrine., Let t i< be Yorne in mind, howevel,

'The religiour experience ol faith if primary. Kot only is

it primary in .ignific-nce. It is primary in chronology of

;personal religic & growih, T e reality of exFerience.finds
'expression in doctrine on.y when rope externil need calls it E
into the fray. Dlau.'s great dectrine of faith, : ovever,
rected primarily an? fundamentally on .aul's experience of
Jaith., His concgpt of faith took the Jorm of the doctrine
of justification by faith when because certain Judaizing

2

IChristians denied bis authority he wasg forced to deline the
q

8]

prophetic terrc faith and turn its creative forcé against the

.

That th n are t.e distinective features of Pau 's justi-

Tharisaic conception of religiour merit.

fication by fait», Paul went to the root of the great con-

ception of faith first riven expressin- by the Febrew Pro-

phets. They conceived of faith not so much as the gift of
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God, but as t .~ result of huren ac ievement. aul conceived
it as freee pift of Cod'e grace. The rotive ol ¢~ vation
is Cod's nercy to the undeservirg. PFaith it tie dispocition
wlich the .ork of tho.”oly S,irit nakes posrcible and the

condltion of reéeiving God's grace, ™aith wean:z faci g in

toe rirht direction. It is adwitted that .aul's doctrine of
justification by faith centered in Christ's work particularly
ac consuraated in i Feath, There is here the view tiat

T rist's cdeath wet tiv» derornce of divine character and fur-

nished a powerful incentive to fzitl. Then too Paul fi.ds-
in the resurrection of Christ another powerful incentive to
surLon nmen to frith., Paul used t. »~ term justificrtion in
its objective judici-l sense., It weans the bringing of a

awan into a proved standing before God, This is accom, 1ished

c¢olely by faith in God. Considered {rnm -the standpoirt of

the subjective rciationship justification becores recoaciliam
y
tion. The ter.s ere used are peculiar to Faul although thuy

(42}

far the~»e is really nothing new in his doc.rinai. There is
a new ele.ent, however, in hic concrption or at any rate

a deeper s resrins of a thourht ~lready intimsted ir Christ'

g

teaching., This i< the cyestic union .ith Christ. Thic ir

practically what faith reans in its essence, to Payl., This
finds'its best exprecsion in Calatians £: 20, "I have been ’
crucified with Christ; and it is no lonfer I tant live, but .

Christ liveth in me; and th 1ife which I now live in ihe

flech I 1live in faith, the faith which ie in the Don of Cod,

i S S




+here in their concets of f2ith. The consequence of this

creed. Thugs it is more than a receptive attitude, it is on

is the same as that ol the 01d Testowrent. It is different iy

the same. I cannot arrer with Deits.en who saye in speaking

. wro loved me and gave “imself up Jor rne." . 1
|
il

— N ¢ N

Thiie pystic element in Paul's experience is rea 'ly his
contribution to the concept or f-ith. Paul 4iffrred from
nrist in not strescing repentance. Yet even Christ's t..ougl

of faith includes repentance, hence we heve no vital differeng

union of t.e believer with Christ is a lively sense of con-
ship. Here we cone to a lofty note in Paul’s concentin of
uniting faith. "Religfion in its highest and purest form," E
says Dr. Sheldon, "is a relirion of sonship." PFaith as COn~‘
ceived by Taul issued from the center of ian's mersonality.

"7ith the heart nsan believeth unto rirhteousness," was his

active, energetic principle that ex,resces itself in love.

It seews to me thet Paul's concep{iﬁn of faitlhh in its essence
form and theory but thr 1life back of the tern is essentially

of Paul's idea o Paith, "I'e ( 'aul) imarined i. was containec
in tlie Bible and considered out ardly he was rigtt. In
reality thourh hic idea of faith is altogether new. 1I'o one
wmuid'think of identifying the Vrv;"rfs of the Seg&uagint
wilh the s7o 76  of Paul.” But the gre-t ideas of t orouj
self com.ittal to God i. the same in both the Cld Tectanent
conceptinn and the Pauline conception. In the Pauline con-

ception it is .self com.ittal to Cod in Christ,

|
!
i
|
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The Biblical interpretation of faith l.a. been narrowved ﬂ

Fin many waye. It has been rarrowed into:

a, Bare as ent to a creed,.

b. Bare trust and confidence in a Diviune person.

c. Subj~ctiveaszurance claiming to b- its own evidence.

d. Vague feeling.

e, Cheerful optimistic outlook upon the world,

f. Implicit obedience and submissicn to authority.
p - But real faith ¢ nnot be narrowed. It grips the whole
'personality, intellrct ferlirgs and will, It is founded
Fupon a deep sented religious instinct, "The testimony of thg

hHoly OSpirit is the response of our inmost persorality to

¢t the extern-l stimulus supplier by the irspired literature.
This testimony ir thle prinary ground nf Faith." "Faith cometl
Ly hearing and hearing by the word of God."
7e have seen a gradual development in tracing the his-
ﬁtorical growtl of £ ith -. a ReligfFious cancept. It started
hin unformulsted action, it grew into a bhigh wate - mark in
the prophetic emnphasis, it becare individualized and deepeneﬁ
 tlru tle Hebrev poets and singers. It I~und its cimplest, - |
mogt natural and most expe “inental expression in the life ang
teaching of Jesul. It culminated in Paul's amrwhat complex
but vitel doctrinol expression w 11 embodied in the phrase,

"Justification by Pa.tc."
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