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THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF FAITH

It has been the grovzin^ conviction of the writer that the

basal concept of religious life and thought is the concept

of Faitn. Every great reforibor ii- the history of the Chris-!

tian Church has turned i i? reforn -n the edge of this concept- 
«
■ Ctit of it has sprung the break from ceremonialism and formal■■ 

ism and legalism. Out of it has come the awak-ning in the
i 

heart of man of the tnerein imbedded Essence of religion, >{ 

Around it has gathered a n th- t is simplest and mOst funda­

mental in relif ious experierce.
»

It is because of this that we turn our a tent ion to j 

this theme. Fait^ is by no means an isolated religious con­

cept. It extends its power over the whole range of life.

It does not imply the intellectual agreement merely with any J

doctrine but as Rudolf Fuc en 'as said, "There is Embedded 

in it an ascent of t whole Existence of our nature, a 

longing for the heights and a progressive certainty of such 

heights, out of the Energy of the Divine Life." "^hus faith 

is really the key to personal religious life.

Uoreove'" faith he s a great significance v^ien considerodj 

from the standpoint of doctrine. It is very largely t rough 

new statement and restatement of the neaning and Essence of 

faith thiat th^ body of theological doctrine is as large as if

“IT
I'



is. Doctrine grc. s out of a historical rituf-tion which de- 

'■ibands sone authoritative statement of a principle. Thus

when v/e arrive at the heart of this great conce -t Fait?, we ii 'I
.are at th'* fountain head of doctriial development a- well ’’♦
as of religious Expei^ience.

II
It is our purpose to (o to the Bibl^ for our data and j,

to trace historicclly, the development of this concept. It |j 

would be worthless to attempt in our limited•compass an ex­

haustive expOiiti^n of f''’ith at- might be ‘ound therein. 17e 

must therefore cloose th<» high points, the places where it s' 
seems o us faith finds its clearest ‘nd most penetrating

i' 
Expression in the Old Testament. T .en we shall advance into*;

I; 
the Me'w Testaiiert “^nd put ourse ves unde th<= general teach­
ings of Jesus concerning faith. We shall end our treatise jj

with a discussion of the distinctive elements of Paul’s

teaching about faith anr' its expression as theologiccl doc­

trine. While much might be said as regards the viewpoint of 

the author of the Hebrews and of James and Peter, yet it is
li 

our conviction that in the teac. ing of uesus and Paul is i 

included al. that is essential to a full exposition of tt is 

religious conce^'t. We shall find that this historical treat­

ment will reveal that the. faith of the ev Testamenjb in its 

essentials accords wit. the faith of tl.e Old Testament but 

t.Tat the Ke?/ Testai^ent builds upon the Old Testament expo­

sition of it, and familiarizes and deepens its content, .. 

without changing its essence. 1|



(3) ji
-----------.................

First, then, let us in^-estigate the experience of Faith !| 

'a? reveal<^d to us in the Old TestaiLeit. In foinf to the Old 
Testam^^nt for its conception of faith vze nust realize that 3 

h 

,the Old Testanient v/ritings are not the caj^se of the religion |l 

of the Old Te5tan.ent, hut are uierely documents of its ’ istory 

^teack of the docuiL^nt is the experience. There ic nuch faith 

..ill the Old Tentonent although the 'ord faith is used coitpard-' 

lively seldom. The great Hebre'?/ word expressing faith is 
•I 

, from ,to believe, expressing 4

fixednesF, stability, steadfastness and r^’liability. Let us j 

first lo->k at the great passage in Genesis 15: 6. This

passage i: fron tie J or Jahvist document. This document 
'ar little interest in legislation but is concerned with the |

♦ 
greit narratives. J is a collector of traditions, narrator, 

poet, philosopher, religious teacher of his nation. It dealsji 

v/ith th“ stori f^s of the creation and of Paradise, with the |j 

deluge, the tower of Babel, the narratives of Abrahat. , -Jacob j 

land Joseph. Thus J really belongs to the prophetic litera-
i 

ture in the spirit of its content. Different strata of J |
I 

(see Knudson, ’’Introductory lotes on ^Id Testament Theology) 

are assigned to 850-650 P. C. The fact t at t • i s narrative 
t 

belongs to the prophetic literature is significant that

the concept of faith finds its Old Testament climax in 1
I 

prophetic writing. Let us lo'^k specifically at this refer- J 

ence above cited. Gen. 15; 6, "And he believed (

in Yahweh and he reckoned it to him as righteousness." This
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tbelief was a bclirf that exhibited, itself in action. It 

iwas to this extent a faith revealing the essence of the re- - 

.•Ligion of the patriarchs. Here -/e have a straightforward 
I 
lopen declaratioi of the faith principle which moved oil the 

jstrong hearts of this patriarchal period. This one uxin is 

;singled out by th-^ writer sr one worthy to en.body the meaning 

tof the faith principle. J here gives expressinn to his

viewpoint in regard to all these narratives, that adherence j 

'to God is the standard of character judgement, and that I 
i!

•this adherence i; a personal experimental thing. Here ?/e

•have faith utterly free from legalism. The la?/ had not 

yet become a factor in Israel’s history. It was simply a 

tru.’tful acceptance of a promise utterly regardless of presen-

seemingly almost insurmountable difficulties in attaining

its fulfillment. Put this fact is to be noted. As we ij

'delve deeper into Abraham's experience we see that the object*|

lof this faith is not the promise bu t the person of Yahweh, i 

'not the fact buf the person, not a doctrine but a le^ri- onality 

IWbe tt.ought back of the wor<} translated believed, suggests i 

ithe thought of steadying oneself, by leaning en something. j 

'So here see that faith ir not an intellectual act merely.

It grasps more than the intellect. It is an act of ^the hole
i> 

self, it is a moral act and roots in the v/ill and affections 9 

as well as in the intellect. Here then we h'-ve a clear and j 

concrete expression of the way of salvation as it opened out I

.before the patriarch s. There are no references in the Old I:



Testament to faith .that are not distinctly c oteriological.

Its end is alvzays th* Lessianic salvation. 
I

T7e turn our attention now to a second point where the 

(honcp.pt of faith finds a strategic utterance. This is from 

-the passionate heart of Isaiah. Here faith finds expression 

&s the necessary condition of salvation. This passage, 

fisaiah : 9, undoubtedly cau.e froi. Isaiah himself who was a 

put ic teacher in Judah betvvepn the years 740-701 B. C, (Gee 

Gray Introduction). Tl'is verse (rzhich dates 701 B. C» aceto 

Box) may he translated in various ways. "If ye believe not, 

, surely ye abide not secure, 

or ”If ve will not believe surely ye shall not be established;

or, one w j ch brings out well the play on word? , "If ye have 

not faith, ye cannot have staith.” ’.That is meant here by the 

lations i' for "permanence. The

historical situation appears to be uncertain as to the out-

The Ephraim agai -.st Judah 'Willipome

not be as far

as th<

the permanent safety ofon to s y

spiritual relationship to Ythvzeh The secret of per/uanent

fixity is faith in Yahweh,— quiet

The direct ob­

ject of faith here seents at first sight to be the word of

th* passion for fixity

Judah depends upon a

present is concerned Judah 

carried out^ says the sentence of Yahweh,—so

unruffled, determined con-

evil pl ns ol' Gyria and

concept faith? The root idea underlying ?11 of these trans-

fidence in Him as the controller of istory.

is safe. But Isaiah goes

the prophet but on closer scrutiny it is seen to be the

honcp.pt


word of Yahv/eh as t is prophecy is Yahweh’s message to Ahaz

be directed.1.It is Yahvreh back of the word to v/hom faith is to

The only 7/ay, to use Alexander laclaren’s figure, to h.ake 'i

things stable is to fasten them to somethxng that is stable. |j 

The v/ay to put assurance, certainty, calmness, fixity into j[ 

life is by fastening oneself firmly to God by belief, i. e. | 

by fai th . i

These words grow out of a sense of personal and national’ 
I' 

insufliciency. It was a critical period in Israel’s history

The kingdom of Judah v/as bejrg shaken. In such instances a 

nation hungers for fixity, for assurance. It was to Isaiah !
! 
t

to point the way to national salvation thru faith in Yahweh, 

The pro'"het nede his plea for faith with his face toward the |

future of the nation. Here again 

ish people for perman^'nce centers 

for salvation. Duhm says that in 

importance of believing in Yahweh 

is a distinction here to be made,

th passion of the Israelit}{-

in its Lessianic passion

this

was

passage , the supreme 

first expressed. There

however, which seems to

me very important. The individual note did not enter very

deeply into Isaiah’s conception of Faith. It was more the 

nation’s faith in Yahweh for which he was pleading. Even 

though the message was spoken to Ahaz it was to hinycs a 

representative of the nation. There was nothing here of the 

personal note tn which ?ze come in the Pew Testament -en- when

Christ says, "Tny faith hath saved thee.” But t e center of ;|

faith is in the nat on just as eve'^ything related to Israel



"at this tine centered there. Israel’s deepest passion was 
I.
(jits national passion. Its inte •’pretation of Religion was

'a primari y national interpretation. The emphasis here then 

v/as upon-notional faith and it v/as distinctly prophetic'in 

its emphasis on future hope. There are two other passages 

'from the prophet Isaiah which help round out ' is conception I
of Faith . Isaiah 28; 16, "Behold I lay in Zion for a foun- 

<1
dation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone of 

II

(■sure foundation: he that believeth shall not

'' be i^ haste , "

Isaiah 30: 15, " "^or ti us said the Lord Jehovah the Holy 

One of Israel, in returning and rest shall ye be saved, in 

quietness and i^ confidence n n-&4 1 shall

,, be your strength."

These references are directly in line vzith the interpre

• tation of the more strategic statement in Isaiah 7: 9 and 

en-Phasize the thought tlat reliance upon God will result 

in not UP ng any means that might seem contrary to the will 

of God-

This brings u® to a t’- ird great Old Testament statement 

of faith. It comes to us in the nrophecy of Habakkuk. This

selves to the Choldean domination

plan working through histowithout reservation to the Livine •y.

and thus yield theciselves

in Judah. Evidently the prophets

pronhecy was written shop ly after 605 B. C. and wa^j occasioned 

by the arrival of the Chaldeans triumphing ove the Isra^lit^s
I

advised submitting them-
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"Habakkuk’s nieseape i; one of encouragement. In contrast .vithx’
i 

i.the puffed up soul of the Chaldeans he says in Kabakkuk 2: j
I 

4, “The just shall liv<' by his faith," or "The just shall
*

live in his faithfulness ]jij iTi , ** The idea here |(

expressed is consistent nith the outlook tovzard the future j 

'.vhich so dominates the religion of the Old Testament. There 

must be '^uiet, persistent, waiting patience in a confident, 

‘trustful relationship to Yahweh which characterizes the life 

of « rifhteou' nn n. Here however a; in the otlK r references 

already discussed the faith is not so much that o an indi- I 

vidual as of a nation. Even the faith vz^ ich th-^ prophet 

feels beating in his breast is a faith thet he views most 

valuable in its relationship to his natior. There is ini’"lied 

he’-'e a great conviction of the majesty, energy? loving 

might of Yahweh. He- i^ a Cod who rules through history. The
( 

nation which now seems so powerful, by the very traits upon | 

vzhich its -ower i‘’ bujlt is to be undermined. Yahweh vzill I 

achieve its downfall. Only the nation that trusts in Yah- 
♦ 

weh, only the nation of faith will endure and have permanencej. 

But habakkuk in his thought of faith stresses the expression 

of it in action. Faithfulness to task, to duty, to God goes 

hand in hand i.ith trust in '"nd. Faith expres.-es itself in 

faith fulness. Eis^en says that this as an expression of 

living faith is not surpassed in the Old Testament.

In the three above critical passages oi the Old Testa- | 

u.ent we h-^ve what ndght be called the i igh v/ater Old Testa-



ment iiarks of faith ir its active sense. These parsares it j 

seems 10 me come the nearest of any to a formulation of a ij 

definite statem'^nt regarding fait"'. There remain to be con- t 

sidered anothe’^ tv'^o of Old Testament faith ?/V i ch come*" very j 

"near to the conce''^tion of personal individual faith of the

’^ew Testament. This is the faith that come? to ur t'-rough

,!the Psalms.

There is at present much uncertainty ^mong Biblicel 

scholars regarding the dote of the Psalms. Criticism is 

practicalTj' agreed that the t. eory of David ic authors!-ip is .♦ 
not well grounded Sone argue for an e'arly date. But the ! 

KiSin trend of o-'inion seems to argue for a post exilic date | 

for th*= majority of the Psalrs. If tl-^is b^ a correct hyro- ’’ 

thesis we hav'-' in the Ps 1ms the latest development of the 

concept of faith in the Old Testament. Here we find not alohfe 

the national emphasis of faith but also an intense iodividualj- 

isrr. "7e feel instinctively the 'throb and passion of an in- |

dividual confidence in Yahv/^h, The Psalms do not use the 

great Old Testament word for "'believe" but the idea of t ’ust * 

or confidence in Yahweh i^ a vital one in them. Is j

there anything in this latest expression of faith in the Old 'i

Testament which h^eps it out of the category of c-he i-e'w Test­

ament references to faith. We believe there is. The object•
of faith is indeed ultimately the s me. It i s ^U^e!:^ahwj!;

0^ Israel. The difference i** to be found in the fact that 

for th<=> most oart the experience of faith to the salndst 7faf!
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momentary and irregular/ There wat- no great continued con- 

’ fidence in Yahweh. The faith of the Ps^^lir-ist '/ieis ppasn;odic 

„8nd changeable. At times he sav/ God clearly but almost the 
< 

next moment might find him n the valley of despair. Take 

the 51Stlr (assignee! 'bo exile or later by Driver) Psalm.

Here we have a true, descri tion oi the consuming pov/er of 

an e'^il conscience, a startling picture of human inability 

.|to escape the torments of guilt, and a passionate reliance j 
1 

Hon C 'd to accomplish what humanity is unable to do. Or ■ 
h•if take the latter part of the 73rd Psalm (written not i 
11
hearlier than Jeremiah, see Driver) we have- at first anxious 

[ifears dubiously expressed and then the soul o^ the Psalmist 

struggles thru, to the light as with a great throwing of 

himself over upon God he says-, "Whom have I in heaven but It
thee? And there is none upon earth that I desire beside 

thee. Ky flesh and my heart faileth but God is the strength 

of my heart and my portion forever." There is no continued 

persistent confidence in Yahweh. !j

What shall w-^ sr y then in sum- ing up the teaching of th^ 

Old Testament concerning the religious concept faith? It is 

the central elenent in vital religious experience. Th^ 

national emphasis gives it a sweep and grandeur whyh the 

more develoned i'idividu^lii-m of many of the Psalms and the 

New Testament do not show. God is the supreme controller of
i 

nature and listory in the interest of distant moral ends, j 

Faith is the set of trust, the bent of man's active will in ;!



the wood of steadfast patience, waiting for God to as«.ert
II
■'H-iP right of way in history. Faith subjectively apprehends 

'‘this Divine power. It has not come yet to an authoritative ♦ I
doctrin-al statement. The ’word "to believe," indeed is used 

only in half its instances in a religious sense. But by 

being thus used to express the high relifious faith of the 

*!oic! Testament the word was prepared for i s more extended 

■and familiar New Testament use not alone in the expression 

''of religious experience but in doctrinal statement a< well.

The Psalms thru their spirit of intense individualism pre­

pared the way for Lhe disti ictly personal application of the 

religious concept faith 'Which finds repaa-ted expression in 

the New Testament.>
YZe cor;.e now to the second division of our t esis. The

r ligious concept of faith as conceived and taught by Jesus. 

’7e are here in the presence of the authnnitative word con­

cerning faith. Jesud teaching "when viewed as a great system 

of thought," says Jno. Stuart Mill, "io,on a par with the 

most complete philosophical and religious systems of thought 

which have been founded by men."About the life and say- 

ings of Jesus t lere is a stamp of personal originality com­

bined with profundity of insight, vzhich, if abandon the ! 

idle expectation of finding scientific precision wh^re some­

thing very different is aimed at, must place the Prophet of I 

Nazareth even in the estimation of those who have no belief 

in his inspiration, in the. very first rank of tho n.en of
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A word n^'^d’s

'the Old Testament,

the Old. Testament,

sources

Testament

for the

most part taken frnm the Old Testament viewed from a Chri

tian standpoint

not destroy the Old Testament but fulfilled

it not

faith was

Tertan n^t

knowledge of faith was firstand

God conceived of a depicted in 

foremost the kno’ ledge of

the revelation of salvation as given in Jesus perfectly 

coincides vzith the range and contents of the will of God 

to be said regarding Jesus’ relation to

har pos.'essed or doer posser .* up to the present is

the world, and therefore the Lord, a God of goodness and 

Harnack haf summed up his relation to

mediating thru His revelation that God the Father Was God 

himself corcerning salvation, "e cannot sever Christianity 

the creator and'redeemer. T1 us the ranre and contents of 

the Old Testan.ent, one

comfort and strength Christi’nity, even in its Hew

was source of the

supermundane, spiritual almighty, creator and governor of 

’Vendt puts it but by

redemption. Christ broi, ght to perfection faith in God, by^ 

knowledge of Faith. The

it pitl ily and pertinently vzh^n he says, ’’7/hatever

’’quTlitativG renewal." His concept of

Jesus did not in any sense break with

is he did

from the Old Testament. As Harnack well says, "Christianity

built on the Old Testanent concept. The Old

in virtue of the impression of the person o

by givi>-ig it "quantitive extension" as

o i

lublime genius of whom our species can boast."

Jesus." Jesu^j did

has to sacrifice its dearest possession if such is attempts



This dearest possessior is the belief tiat the God of crea- 

ijtion is also the God of Redemption. Yet there vzas a distinc 
h 
’’difference in the coficept of faith as taught by Jesus, and 
!•
the Jewish concept of faith. The whole temper of Jev/ish 

religion at the time of Christ’s coming was legalistic. We 

tthave spoKen at some length of the intense individualistic 

piety of the Psalms. Yet even some of the late Psalms vzere 

■overlaid with this legalistic spirit which had its b.istorica 

origin in the legal developments follow! g upon the return 
It
of Israel from exile. The God of Israel had come to be 

thought of as afar of'’’. In most Jewish piety there was a 

sense of fear of the far off God. low and then as '.vc have 

shown,, the great soul of a Psalmist would find the clouds 

breaking away and he would g^t c glimpse of the clear the 

of God’s real nature. T‘ en the momentary vision was again 

overclouded. There vzas no continued sustained trust and con 

fidence in God. Tven among the loftiest religious spirit, 

faith in God was uncertain and alternatinf. Jesus came with 

the dominating experience of his life, that of utter, absolu 

trust in God as a Father., Christ did not teach faith as a 

doctrine but simply as an attitude , a bearing'Of the whole 

life toward God. -[e knew the immensity of God’s po^er an'd 

He enjoined upon men the dispositinn which includes both the 

attitude 'Of spirit tov/ard God and the personal acknowledge­

ment of His infinite love and power.

The ti- emr^ of Jesus’ teaching was the Kingdom of God.
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The conditions o-^ entrance were two; First, reventan.ee,-- 

Second, Fi^i'th. TTe confine ourselve^- to the Synoptic teach­

ing. ^'hat according to t?e Synoptic teaching -’id Jesus mean 

by fait ? e p'ives us rm formal definition yet he does not 

leave us in dou'^t as to its character or its potency in 

r'^^ligious ex’ierlence. He began hiss message with a challenge 

to faith,"" "Re oeut and believe ( tt / crn'£:iy€:7'in the 

Gospel." To the unman tzI.o in. love vza h^ d His fe-et wit? her 

tears He said, "Thy faith ( Tr/cr-r^^ ) hath saved the^, 

go in peace.” ?7hen*=‘ver he resoonded to a trusting a’ttitude 

by curing teu-foral disease at in the case of Blind Rartimaeu^, 

the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter, and the v/oman With the n 

bloodv istue, he sho'.ved that no divine benefit would be de­

nied faith an-’ th t faith is uhe key to the kingdon , "All 

things," Ke says, "are pos itle to Fiiu th. t bexieveth" 

{TT/^T’rei/ofiTe. ), In Chris b’s bhou ,ht we cannot separafe 

repentance and f«ith. The two are but diffe^Ant aspects of 

the same experience. Rnpentaoce ir the negative, feith is

the positive a.-pect. The positive a ’pect is prior to the 

negative. Faith, then, is gi£.l *101 '^7 .'hich man assent^ 

to a hip-her orde^ np life in order that he u.ay have surengthi 

to turn from the lower. As one ps beautifully put it, Fait^ 
is a gift God l-ys in the 1" p of the soul. P- ith /as dynamijp 

force as Christ djsti xctly te'^ches in the illustration of th^ 

mustard seed. Th= object of Faith is G“’d. Christ always 

directs uen to f' ith in Him. Frequ-^ntly h*= directs men to



(15)

iiAntially faith

ti Faith in Christ if Ff ith ir C^d.

faith

”e de­

velops inward character of afain

ancf' again upon a childlike Heaven-

fift of Cod, not attained through 

tha tthe life

rCarti- in his "Thereach of the ordinarynto the man.

of the Old Testar ent" has strongly expressed thisReligion

earth there arc not^i-.e^’ethought on

individuals raised ahovcisolated

b'hn feci that God isaverage .en

of their

A whol® multitude of very simple.will.cohpulsion to do

and the strength offound who feel t le lovefolk may no;

and e-pe'•inental expres-ion the i-tense 

brought in^o clear • 

individual! m of thd

is that of th« disposition

attitude of trust in the

in God. 76 must tl‘ink of Christ

the '^uthor and Lord

the spiritual stature of

earnest spiri- of telf committal to

and teac'ing o ” Jesus

I can gain of Christ's ti-ought oftrues conce Pt i an

faith, through ineistxng

God." Loreover, it was

their he^’V^nly Father . “ Then too Jesu.- 

expo-^ience of faiti . It was not the faith ^f a nation but 

prayer attitude of the una'.'uming publican. Faith in the

brought faith in God

striving but given because of deS:ire, *‘a fi.ii^l humble

ly Father, t-ru illustration of parental love and of the 

of ule heart tov'ard Cod.

faith in in self but it is always ir^ Fis mind that this is

" ince Jesus walked u

inner li^e, ''nd th-'t they are under '^n irresi''tiblei

t'" ought of Je.ut wa*

the f'^itl’ of i.dividual iien toward '"hich ho directed his 

.ords. Thy faith hath saved thee** ;as t .e spirit of his
!l
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reve?<lecl

perconal coiuiuand

’’All the a ccuiGuL

eminent power of faith v/ould have been ultimately vzithout

abiding result

,I power of faith

the clement al".

conquering might.

The adontion of faitlt of the rupreme condition of en­

trance into the Kingdom of God points tov/ard Christian uni -

for the

Israel

then bynow and

i; ception Goo t ought of faith

-lide-bound G irist by mb king faith the s-ufficient con-

'■’ition of Salvation lifted the boundary and made t .e ex-

perience accessible’ to all men everywhere.

have shown the

trated in the th'^ught and experience of the Patriarchs, the ’

but for the most part their

of tie concept of faith through the Old Testae.ent a^.

reason for a study of the Billical

world, but for a limited p’ortion, for the race of

’’is power, and hneiv most intimately ts

dwelt to some ex ert u^ on their limitations as well. V.'e

so.ie S'pirit .vho had caught a loftier on-

view of fait]-’. It was an experience intensely persoml. He

7e nave shovm the strong points of t eir concent and have

through the :o7zer of faith. E’.v d has said

versalism. The faith of the Old Testament was available not

Prophets, Isaiah and Habokluik^and the Psalmists, of Israel.

to m<"n thr^ treijondous piritual forces at their

ted reminiscences of tie necessity ano supei

concept of faith. 7e 1

This United standpoint to be sure was over reached

dve considered historically th^ growtlj

had i.ot Christ first unfolded the supreme

which is possible to man. He live'' ir it as
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ip*' ve advanced into t’’o dev-' T^'^stan^^nt one nave tried to show • 

in v/hc t relationship Cdrist stooe to tie le.-.dirg spirits of 

the Old Testanient, ar well as the disti ctive points of his 

teaching in regard to thp experience of Faith. Thus far we 

hav dealt vzith religious experience. Although now and then 

.0 write-’ in the passion of his belief speaks aliaost dogmatica 

ly as does Isaial in verse 9 of cliapter 7 yet his belief doer 

|not becon.e forni.rlat'=‘d into a doctri'e. It remains for us to 

Feonsider the Pauline view of faith. Here it is thsu v;e are 

to. find faith cori ing upon the stage Ox' religious development 

'in the garb of a doctrine. Let t i^ be > orne in mind, howeve 

‘P?he religious expe-' ience of faith is primary,. Kot only is 

it primary in v ignific ’ nee. It is priniary in chronology of 

'personal religic s growth. T q reality of experience finds 

'expression in doctrine on • y when some externil need colls it 

into the fray. Pau.-u ’ £• great doctrine of faith, j owever, 

rested primarily an'"' fundamentally on faui’’s experience of 

,Faith. His concept of faith took ths form of the doctrine 

of justification by faith vzhen because certain Judaizing 

IChristians denied his authority he was forced to define the 

.prophetic tern faith and turn its creative forcb against the 

Pharisaic conception of religious merit,

7hat th n are t^e distinctive features of Pau ’s Justi­

fication by fait^. Paul went to tlie root of the great con­

ception of faith first given expressi'^-^ by the Hebrew Pro­

phets. They conceived of faith not so much as the gift of



God, but as t result of hunic-n ac 

it as free^s gift of Cod’s grace, 

is Cod’s luercy to the undeserving.

ievoment. aul conceived
I

The iLotive o? s'^’i vation ’
i

Faith is ti-e disposition,'
ti 

wi ich th*^ -ork of the ^*oly Spirit makes possible and the i
I 

condition of receiving God's grace, ^aith means faci g in j 

tx-'C rirht direction. It is admitted that .aul's doctrine of

justification by faith centered in Christ's work particular!r 

as concuirn.ated in ’’i death. There is here the viev; t lat

C risk's death met th.^' deuoixc of divine character and fur- j 

nished a powerful incentive to fa iti , Then too Paul finds’ 

in the resurrection of Christ another powerful incentive to 

suLJLon men to f^ith. Paul used t. term justification in ' 

its objective jadfci-il sense. It meanr the bringing of a 

man into a 'pnoved stondi'ig before God. This is accorned ich^d 
1 

mlely by faith in God. Considered from-the standpoirt of I 
the subjective relationship justification be cores reconcilia'l 

tion. The terns ere used are peculiar to Paul although thup 

far the-^e is really nothing new in his docurinal. There is 

a new elft-.pnt, however, in his conc'^ption or at any rate 

a deeper s ressirr of a thOxxght oiready intimated in Christ's 

teaching. This i<* the tystic union ..itb Christ. This is 

practically what faith means in its essence, to Pai^l. This 

finds its best expression in Calatianc 2: 20, "I hav*^ been 

crucified with Christ; anc^ it is no longer I t.iat live, but 

Christ liveth in me; and th life which I nov/ live in the !

flesh I live in faith, the faith »7hich is in the Son of Cod,}
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>vbo loved we and fave ’'.imself up x^or ne.'

t'

.t

of faith includes repentance^ hence vze have no vital different e

says Dr-. Sheldon

It seems to mo thct

form and theory hut

3peak! eg

containec

In

fo one

of the Sei^uagint

with the

self committal to God i. the same in both tiie Old Tectament

is the same as that

would think of identifying

■I reality though his idea of faith is altogether nev/.

active, energetic principle that ex,>res;es itself in love.

Christ in not stressing repentance. Yet even Christ's t.-ougl

uniting faith. "Relifion in its highest and purest form

Paul’s conception of faith in its essence

in the Bible and considered out ardly he was right.

the same, I cannot

ceived by ’^aul issued from the center of lean's personality.

ship. Here we come to a lofty note in Paul’s concetti-n of

This ii.ystic elofl'ent in Paul's experience is rea’ly his

contribution to the concept oi’ fsith. Paul '-^iffored from

'here in their conceot? of feith. The consequence of this

tho life back of the term is essentially

of Paul's idea o' Faith, "Pe ( avil) iruagined iv was

agreo with Deissx.an ^.ho says in

’Tith the heart n-in believeth unto righteousness,” was his

of the Old Testament. It is different it

a religion of sonship.” Faith as con­

union of t. e b‘^liever with Christ is a lively sense of con-

creed. Th.us it is raoro than a receptive attitude, it i

of Paul." But the gre*t idea-& oft orou{ h

concepti'->n and the Pauline conception. In the Pauline con­

ception it is .self conm.ittal to God in Christ
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*

The Biblical interpretation of faith ha. been narrowed !

I'-in many waye. It has been rjarrowed into:

a. Bare as ent to a creed.

b. Bare trust and confidence in a Divine person.

, c. Subj^ctiveassurance claimxnf to b‘ its ov/n evidence.

d. Vafue feeling.

e. C>ieerful optimistic outlook upon the ‘world,

f. Implicit obedience and submission to authority.

But real faith c nnot be narrowed. It grips the whole
I'
''personality, intellect fc'^lii.gs and ’//ill. It is founded

(•upon a deep seated religious instinct. "The testimony of the 

hHoly Spirit is the response of our inmost personality to 

lithe externrl stimulus supplier"’ by the irspired literature.

This testimony if the prinary ground of Faith." "Faith cometh 

by hearing and hearing by the word of God." I4
’7e have seen a gradual development in tracing the his-

[i torical grox'/th of f- ith a Religious cnncept. It started

|. in unformulated action, it grew into a high wate ’ mark in

the prophetic emphasis, it became individualized and deepenet

thru tie Hebre’/ poets end singers. It f-^und its simplest, ■ :
I 

most naturil and most expe -imental expression in the life ani{ 

teaching of Jesus. It culminated in Paul's om'^what complex
( <

but vital doctrinal expression vz 11 embodied in the phrase, 

■Justification by FaxV.

.3^=4^


