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1/ 
writers as a trouble spot . Glad- mentioned competition and inad-

equate direction or leadership as the two foremost difficulties . y 
Thelen, too , said that hostility between groups could develop . 

Both authors stated that this condition is best avoided by fre-

quent rotation of group membership . This was perhaps what Daw-
'§./ 

son had in mind when she said that group flexibility is of ex-

treme importance, 

Certain difficulties are dependent of the maturity level of 

the children . In discussing some observations of pupil plan-
4/ 

ning and group work,Webb thought that at the primary level much 

evaluation and guidance are required. Children at this level 

only have meager data with which to reason . At the middle grade 

level the children are beginning to see the difference between 

reality and the imaginative. They are growing in their ability 

to suspend judgment and to recognize good ideas . This is im-

portant to group planning . 

Rol e and Importance of the Teacher 

From the foregoing discussion,it can be noted that the tea­

cher's importance in effective grouping cannot be underestimated. 

]} Donald D . Gl ad, "Grou::(>ing for Development, 11 

Education (April 1949) 25:354-357 

y Thelen, .212. cit . , PP • 139-149 . 

'§/ Dawson, .212 . cit . , p . 67 . 

Childhood 

y Ruth K. Webb , "All Children Think and Plan," Chi ldhood 
Education (March 1947) 23 : 315 - 321. 















learners especially, any text or workbook is found usually to 

be unsuitabl e . Some of this variance can be reduced with abi -

lity grouping . Since there is a minimum of exact knowledge of 

the actual steps in language deve l opment, a divergence of opin-

ion has resulted concerning its program in schools . The for -

mal hampers creativeness; the informal is not systematic enough 

for the slow learner . 

Once the grade emphase s have b een formulated by a ll the 

teachers , the teacher must select the skills and abiliti es to 

teach during the school year, being particular to inventory in 

reference to these skills . Such an inventory can be made , it 

was suggested , from check lists , tests, observation and evaluat-

ing tests against daily work . 

Durrell ' s next step was to suggest the preparation of a 

master list and to plan individualized work accordingly . Those 

pupils who are high in all areas should be encouraged to use 

their abilities in larger language projects . In this way they 

would not be wasting time or depriving others of their pleasure 

in achieving . If most of the group seem to require some phase 

of basi c skill teaching, then large group instruction would be 

indicated . Vfuen few pupils are lacking in specific areas , 

small group teaching is indicated . Further , it was stated: 

"Each child should know the specific items on which 
he needs help, so that he will see importance of class 
or group instruction and may practice for hi mself those 
abilities in wh·ch he needs to improve." 1/ 

_;1/ Ibid ., p . 106 --
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CHAPTER III 

SUGGESTED LANGUAGE ARTS ACTIVITIES 





WHOLE CLASS ACTIVITIES (continued) 

from magazines and books 

Listen to readings, recordings and dramatiza­

tions 

Close eyes to visualize stimulus word Pictures 

Go on trips 

Listen to poems and stories and discuss word 

pictures 

Listen to fine music to stimulate imagination 

Write together songs, poems, stories to cul­

minate units of work or trips 

SPELLING 

Supply a missing word 

Dictation exercises 

Match meanings that are opposite or alike 

Form plurals 

Make new words from root words using prefixes 

and suffixes 

Build compound words 

' Locate rhyming words 

Classify words according t o groups 

Comuose sentences using spelling words 

24 



WHOLE CLASS ACTIVITIES (continued) 

LITERATURE 

Guess the title of a book from a pantomine 

Set a poem to music 

Plan and organize a book club 

Maintai n a classroom library 

Plan a progr am during Book We ek 

Listen to poems and stories read by the 

teacher 

Attend movies of literary classics 
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II. SUGGESTED LANGUAGE ARTS ACTIVITIES APPROPRIATE FOR 
SMALL GROUPS 

OAAL .............. 
Report on a class trip 

Present informational reports (Social Studies, 

Science) 

Dramatize stories, holidays, events in content 

subjects 

Work with puppets 

Make a shadow play 

Participate in a panel discussion 

Discuss standards for reports, group meetings , 

social situations and hobbies 

Plan murals, bulletin boards, exhibits 

WRITTEN (Functional) 

Outline committee plans 

Summarize committee plans 

Make a bibliography of group work 

Edit and prepare a group booklet 

CREATIVE EXPERIENCES FOR LISTENING AND WRITING 

List words to describe an object or painting 

Suggest story ideas 
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S:MA.LL GROUP ACTIVITIES (continued) 

Make a list of local speech expressions 

List words to help express ideas about seasons , 

special experiences 

Write a ballad or song 

Write a descript ion of a project 

SPELLING 

Play a form of 'word' Bingo 

Have a word meaning bee 

Listen to riddles about words 

Play 'I'm thinking of a word ' 

Work on common difficulties - auditory or 

visual nature 

LITERATURE 

Listen to a story (in part) and supply an 

ending 

Make a diorama to illustrate a story 

Make a mural to illustrate a story 

Plan a puppet show 

Dramatize a scene from a story 
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PAI RED GROUP ACTIVITIES (continued) 

Write dialogues for shadow plays , puppet 

shows 

Write a dramatization for a poem 

SPELLING 

Work together on weekly words 

Help each other with vowel sounds, blends 

and endings 

Review words already studied 

Check papers on practice tests 

LITERATURE 

Impersonate story characters 

Have imaginary conversations between story 

characters 

Create scenes to depict a story or poem 
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