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FOREWED.*

I We have tried, to approach the study of thfes «
isubject with an unbiased mind.In our investigation,we • 
•have tried to assume not an apologetic,but an inquir­ing spirit.We have not gone in search of evidence to ! 
prove certain foregone conclusions which we may have j 
siposessed from the beginning,but we have tried to find J 
rout from an unprejudiced study of the records just 
'jwhat Christ’s view of the Kingdom actually was.We have! 
[■read the Literature on the subject,which was very val-j 
uable in suggesting to us the various problems,but we 
have tried to base our conclusions not on what the 
books say,but on what Christ jjimself said.We read 
through the Synoptic Gospels,gathering together under 
each heading al3 the sayings of Christ which bore up-

I on it,and then arrived at our Conclusions by an indue- ' 
tive study of the words of Jesus.We derived most of ouxj 
material from the Synoptics,because we felt that in 
jthese Gospels we have the teachings of Christ in their 
jmost primitive form.

ROBERT KERHEDY



CHAPTER I
I

HISTOPTCAI, BACKCRDUHD.

ORIGIK AND DEVELOPMENT OP THE IDEA OP A JEWISH THEOC­RACY IN THE OU) TESTAMENT. !
I

The conception of a Kingdom of God was by 
no means original with Jesus.It dates back into the 
dim distant past.The fact that Jesus simply announced ; 

ithe Kingdom without defining it would imply an ac- I 
!| quaintance with the ideal on the part of His contem- i 
i poraries.The phrase ’’Kingdom of God" is nowhere to be 
I found in the Old Testament,but the idea is there.The 
' idea of Israel as the Kingdom of Jehovah was present 
I at the very beginning of Old Testament times.

One of the most characteristic things about 
the Israelitish people was that they placed their Gol­
den Age in the future.They were optimists.Prom the be­
ginning,the religion of Israel was a religion of hope. 
The people believed that Jehovah,their God had a pe­
culiar destiny for them.Moses came to them with this 
promise from Jehovah,-"If ye will obey my voice indeed 
jand keep my covenant,then shall ye be a peculiar trea- 
!sure unto me above all people;for all the earth is 
imine."(Ex.19:5) Their God has a peculiar destiny for 
I them,and this destiny will be attained only as they 
render up allegiance and obedience to Hi^.Jehovah and 
He alone is their rightful Ruler.¥/hen the countrymen 
of Gideon wished tb thrust the honor of kingship upon 

I him,he responded thus,-"! will not rule over you;nei- 
ther will my son rule over you;the Lord shall rule ov-! 
er you." (Judges 6:23) And when the people demanded of 
.Samuel a king,this was the equivalent of the deposi- 
ition of Jehovah,-"And the Lord said unto Samuel,Heark- 
,en unto the voice of the people in all that they say j 
'unto thee;for they have not rejected thee,but they i|have rejected me that I should not reign over them." ' 
;(lSam.8:7) It would seem then that the idea of their j 
ination as the Kingdom of Jehovah was quite primitive i 
jamong the Israelites.

But how came it that they projected the King­
dom into the future? Why did they come to look upon 
the Kingdom of Jehovah as that which was yet to come? 
The transition presupposes a more highly developed na­
tional conscience.There came a stage in the develop­
ment of the nation’s conscience,when the leaders of Is-j 
rael began to see that the real Israel was not the ! 
Kingdom of Jehovah,for there were too many things to i 
be found therein wMch were inconsistent with His holy^ 

Jesus.It


'and righteous will.Still their faith in Jehovah as 
^King would not permit them to give up the idea of His 
Kingdom;hence they projected it into the future as an 

I ideal yet to he attained.
I We turn now to the history of Israel in or-
Ider to discover such events as may have been determi- . 
jning factors in the origin of the contrast between the i 
'actual and the ideal.We find the origin and develop- J 
'ment of this contrast in the period of the Monarchy.
I When Samuel granted the request of the people for a 
'.King,he gave them clearly to understand that in Choos- 
!ing a king for themselves,they were rejecting the king-J 
I ship of Jehovah.Henceforth then the Kingdom of Israel t 
would not be the real Kingdom of Jehovah.But this con-i 
trast comes out into greatest clearness near the close'

I of the period of the Monarchy,at the time of the first) 
'[canonical prophets,-Amos, Ho sea, and Isaiah. This was an ■ 
[Iage of social disintegration and of moral decay.The
II eighth century prophets with their profound ethical in . i!sight,not only discerned that the actual Israel was j 
'[unfit to be called the Kingdom of Jehovah,but they al-i 
i|so insisted that the nation had become so bad that Je-,i 
'ihovah could no longer endure its existence.They are
1)prophets of immediate doom; the •’Bay of Jehovah" is at •) 
[[hand.Yet they are prophets of ultimate hope;they be- ji 
I live that on the ruins and wrecks of present Israel, 
,a new and purified Israel will arise,a true Kingdom j. 'of Jehovah.They foresee the awful disaster that awaits[l 
their nation at the hands of foreign foes;yet they i| 
.are not willing to admit that their God will be def eat li 
ed.These other nations are only instruments in His 
hands for the pui^ishment ©f His own people.The idea of I 
the univeraal Kingship of Jehovah is clearly brought | 
out in Isaiah.The experiences of the Exile further un- 
,iversalized and spiritualized the conception of the 
.Kingdom.Robertson sums up briefly the effects of the 
[Exile thue,-"Th6 Exile then,or thther the experiences 
iof the people which led to it,accompanied it and fol- 
'lowed it,prepared the faithful Israelites for the 
[thought of (1) a Kingdom of God within them;(2) a King 
,dom of God spiritual and world-wide;(S) a Kingdom of 
[God in the life to come."
I, When we try to ascertain the nature of the
'Kingdom which the Old Testament prophets hoped for,we Imeet with considerable difficulty.Their language is 
'poetical and highly figurative;there is much diver­
gence with respect to detail;yet there are some ele-



I merits in their vari^ous pictures .which are quite cen- S 
• stant.In the nev/ age they expect the House of David, to*  
I he restored to its old time glory.Israel will have do-l 
mioion over the world and will enjoy inward peace and j 
prosperity,The new era will he one of social righteousI 
nesS and justice.The subordination of other nations .* 
will not he enforced hut will he voluntary.All nationsj 
will share in the happiness and prosperity af Israel; I 
jail peoples will ©hey the law and the will of God,and j 
will he hound together in peaceful and friendly rela- > 
itionships hy their common devotion to Him. -j
'IHM.UENCE OP APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE OH THE THEOCRATIC 
■ IDEAL.

■' In the second century before Christ an event i
Hook place which greatly stimulated the production ®f : 
1 Apocalyptic Literajbure.This was the persecution under 
Antiochus Epiphanes,whereby he attempted to extirpate 
.the Jewish religion.This attempt served to revive and 
'strengthen the national consciousness.The Jews saw * 
iithat the world was in the grip of heathenism,still 
■their religion of hope would not allow them to despair. 
■Jehovah their God v^s all powerful and could not be de­
feated.Moreover conditions were so bad that He could i 
'hot. endure them much longer.Soon He would assert His 
power and superidrity,He would suddenly bring the pre- ! 
;-sent wicked age to a consummation,and institute a new } 
,era in which His authority would be supreme. I
j We note, in passing the contrast between the I
apocalyptic and the prophetic conceptions, of the king- I 
piom.The former is the mote pessimistic.The prophets' be-! 
p-ieve that the present has within it possibilities of j 
■redemption.God is at work in the world Overruling the j 
iwicked counsels of men,and building His Kingdom out ofi 
^material already at hand.But the apocalyptic writers 
look upon the present world as hopelessly evil;the on- ! 
ily thing God can do is to destroy it and make room for i 
-the new.The world has run its course;it has exhausted ' 
Fall the good there is in it;hence it awaits destructiori 
lat the hands of the Lord.Koreover this destruction of 
the old and establishment of the new will take place 
suddenly,not through a gradual process as the prophets • 
jiwould allow.Even the prophets looked for a speedy ful­
fillment of their prophecies,yet they allowed some time, 
ror instance Jeremiah gave seventy years experience of j 
I Exile to prepare his people for the reception and ap- I
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, predation of the hleBBings of the Kingdom,but not so I 
! with the apocalyptic writers.When God acts,He will act! 
i independently of natural causes;in a word the ushering 
i in of the new. Kingdom will be a sudden miracle. !} 
I The series of Jewish Apocalypses begins with
i Daniel,and extends down into the Christian era.In some^ 
I respects the teaching of l^niel is closely akin to Ji 
I that of the prophets,yet he is to be classed with the | 
apocalyptic writers.He despairs of the present as irre^ 
medAably evil,and looks for the sudden ushering in of j 
the new dispensation by the miraculous intervention of^

, God.He carries the idea of the Kingdom beyond the
; stage at which it was left by the propheJts.As he sur- 
, veys the history of the past,there arises before him i 
I the picture of four great earthly powers which have u- 
I surped the sovereignty of Jehovah,*The  Babylonian,Per-' 
I Sian,Median,and Macedonian.These great powers assume ;! 
.the forms of beasts which rise up and then disappear. ’ 
I The next povzer which shall arise will be Israel herself 
appearing in the likeness of a"Son of Man”,and raarking'. 
the beginning of a reign of God which shall endure forj

(. ever.Daniel merely lays stress on the fact of a divine' 
I sovereignty soon to be established;he leaves it to his® 
successors to elaborate the idea of the coming Kingdom,

] When we examine the works of these apocalyp-
jtic writers,we find that the conception of the Kingdom 
■'underwent some important changes in their hands.With i 
them the national interest became a still more promi- | 
nent factors than vzith the prophets.The long continued I 
domination and oppression by foreign powers served to I 
whet the hatred of the Jew for the Gentile.Hence the ' 
Ilater Jew was not willing to give the Gentile such a 
^prominent place in the new kingdom.The reign of God 
iwas to extend to all nations,but the Gentiles were to ® 
ihave a subordinate place in His Kingdom.The Jews were ' 
to be the favored and free citizens,and while all the :
bGentiles would come to recognize the sovereignty of 
Jehovah,they could never be any more than aliens in :
CHis realm,The ethical interest is also manifest in I 
Sthese apocalyptic writers.but under a changed aspect. J 
iiThey try to find in their doctrine of a coming age,a ij 
.solution for the moral problem.Israel in spite of her 
superior righteousness had long been a suffering nation 
■Many cases were observed in which righteous individxialsi 
suffered at the hands of the ruthless and the wicked. I 
®ut Jehovah was soon to reveal Himself as the God of j 
Righteousness,and in the new age all Injustices and in-'
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raa—rr-a -■^’-■’■Tas=«=ssasBrsrsr"«atsr’-saa^j—starTBrars*-aa«r«! —-_jsr "=5.sjL“a .'-''~n.r-.T~I equalities would "be set right.Every nation and every }

jito Israel Eis 
[He spake tin to

[individual would be rewarded according to its merits, ‘p 
Hence while men can do nothing to hasten the coming ofj 
the Kingdom,they can live in such a way as to insure ; 
for themselves a place in it when it does arrive.There! 
iis also to be found in the apocalyptic writers a large; 
speculative element,which is not so evident in the pro4 
phets. !

VIEW OF THE KINGDOM HELD BY CHRIST’S CONTEMPORARIES, I 
rAS GLEAHED EROM THE SCRIPTURES. i
I! ■ !

Jj With respect to the view of the Kingdom held
‘by Christ’s contemporaries,we find a great deal of ma- j 
■iterial in the Scriptures themselves.There is ample ev- ■ 
lidence that it was to be predominantly a Jewish King- j 
jdom.The ancient line of David was to be restored.
CHk.llrlO a Mk.12:35) (Lk.1:32,33) The Magnificat of S 
i;Mary has a distinctive Jewish cast,-’He hath given helji' 
jjto Israel His servant,that He might remember mercy,as !' 
|He spake unto our Fathers,toward Abraham and his seed j- 
[forever.(Lk.1:54,55) The national element is still more 
[prominent in the song of Zacharias,-(Lk.1:68-80) The j 
song of Simeon however gives to the Gentiles a portion ii 
iin the blessings of the Kingdom,-"How lettest thou thy j 
'servant depart,Lord,according to thy Word,in peace;for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation,which thou hast pre­
pared before the face of all peoples;a light for reve­
lation to the Gentiles,and the glory of thy people Is- i 
■rael."(Lk.2:29-32) •
I There are also many indications that the peo-l
•pie of our Lord’s day were expecting a Political King- *! 
dom.The fact that Herod was so anxious to get rid of *
the One who was born to be King of the Jews,that he !
slew all the infants in his realm,would imply an expec-i 

‘■'tation that the new-born King was to be his political • 
rival.We find further evidence in the Temptation of ! 
Christ.When Satan took Jesus up into the mountain and 
[showed Him all the kingdoms of the world,and offered 
■these to Him,he simply tempted Jesus to comply with the' 
(popular expectation.The people believed that when the i 
liessiah should come,He would make Himself Master of the? 
world,and through His people Israel rule all the na­
tions of the earth from Jerusalem as center.Hence Je- 
'sus was tempted to be the kind of a King that the peo- j 
iple expected Him to be.The request of Salome(Mt.20:feOfi 
[also indicates a popular belief in a Political Kingdom^



[and the attitude assumed by the Galileans after Christ>! [had performed the miracle of the feeding of the five f 
ithousand points to the same conclusion.Perceiving in 
ijthis miracle a token of Christ’s Messiahship,they were^i 
jidesirous at once to take Him by force and to make Him 
iia King.(John 6:14,15) However there was a class of more 
'■spiritually minded people in Israel,for whom the politJ» 
j;ical aspect of the kingdom was subordinate to the mor-,' 
al aspect.Israel was to achieve political freedom,even'] 
iipolitical domination,but this was not an end in itself4 
ijThe ultimate purpose was a moral and religious one.Thi§ 
I comes out clearly in the song of Zacharias,-® To grant (■ 
jlunto us that we being delivered out of the hands of * 
liour enemies,should serve Him without fear,in holiness j 
[and righteousness before Him all our days."(tk.1:74) 
' As regards the manner in which the people of,
I)Jesus*  day expected the kingdom to come,there are many i 
(passages which imply that they believed its advent 9 
I would be accompanied by certain outward manifestations J 
!The Pharisees were constantly nagging Jesus for a sign! 
'from heaven.(Mt.16:1 & Mk.8:11-13) The scribes taught 
;that Elijah mtist first come and restore all things. .! 
';(Mk.9:10-13) When Satan suggested to Jesus that He casl^ 
.Himself down from the pinnacle of the Temple,he tempted 
'■Him to work wonders and signs in order to win the pop- ij 
'■ulace to a belief in His Messiahship.This throws some ' 
{light upon the kind of a Messiah the people were ex- i
'jpecting.Iiastly Jesus warned His hearers that the “king-- 
idom of heaven cometh not with observation",i.e.it was ,[ 'not to be accompanied by such outward manifestations ■( 
"as they expected.(Iik.l7f20-21) !i
1' One would infer from the former passages thail
{[they looked for the kingdom to appear suddenly and mi- ! 
iraculously.Mut' there is still further evidence to this 
I effect. "They supposed that the Kingdom of God was lmme-[ 
'diately to appear."(Lk,19:11) And even after Christ’s 
(Resurrection,when He appeared to His disciples,they I 
asked Him,-"Lord,dost thou at this time restore the ( 
Kingdom of Israel?*(Acts  1:6) Surely the Scripture ref-J 
''erences which bear upon this subject,point to the con- 
Iclusion that the contemporaries of Jesus inclined more 
hto the apocalyptic than to the spiritual view of the 
'coming kingdom. z |!
ti ji
JOHN THE BAPTIST’S CONCEPTION OP THE KINGDOM. (

A close study of the record of John’s minis- il 
ijtry and teaching reveals to us that in his view of the I!



lil

to gather the wheat into His garner;but the chaff He ' 
will burn with unquenchable fire." The unrighteous of Ij

■I

I
■view or xne coming Kingdom,But the evidence on both i 
•Bides of the question is scanty.We conclude then that

4 ggsaa'’tfaT8B?flamaggs!Lt' aafaaaeaaBagaigfgwmgwaji jsLsaas~~~"rnMaagjaa' aaxpsM!a

, klngaoni,tne moral and ethical interest predominates*  I 
■'The constant burden of his message is,-"Repent ye for 
'1 the kingdom of heaven is at hand" T^rthermore with himS - 
the word "repent" has an ethical connotation.When the S

■Ipeople come to him and ask what they shall Ao in order j 
nto repent and prepare for the coming kingdom,he define^ 
.repentance in such a way as to emphasiee the moral as-i 
.ipect.He urges the soldiers to cease from violence and ' 
,I blackmail,and the publicans to desist from graft.He 
.warns the Pharisees not to rely upon their descent froxp 
ijAbraham to save them from the impending doom,but to 
ibring forth fruits worthy of repentance.Justice and 
imercy are urged upon all by the terse injunction,-"He 
I that hath two coats,let him impart to him that hath 
;none,and he that hath food,let him do likewise.®(I.k.3: 
! John looks upon the new age then as one of moral and 
{Social righteousness.
I It is an open question whether he shared the
political hopes and aspirations of his age.The'records 
{throw little or nd light upon this problem.Some argue 
;that John must have embodied the national hopes in his 
.preaching,or he could never have aroused the wide pop­
ular interest,which was evidently the accompaniment of 
|his ministry .As a mure preacher of righteousness, he 
could not hqve made such a profound popular impression 
and could not have aroused such wide enthusiasm among 
his countrymen.But this argument is not at all conclu­
sive. Jesus was a popular preacher,and yet He constant­
ly discouraged the political hope.John^s disparaging 
reference to descent from Abraham rather indicates thai^ 
he ■was somewhat antagonistic to the strictly national 
•view of the coming kingdom,But the evidence * “
I
Sp’ohn’s attitude toward the national expectations of"his' 
day is indeterminate. ’j But concerning the manner of the coming of j
the kingdom,John is more at one with his oontemporariejs 

' There is every indication that he shared the apocalyp-f
tic view.The great crisis wqs at handjthe hew era would 
be ushered in immediately by a Day of Judgment."And ev| 
1en now thv axe lieth at the root of the treejevery treh 
!therefore that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
I down and cast into the fire"{Lk.3:9) The Messiah will 
appear in the role of a Mighty Judge."Whose fan is in 
His hand,thoroughly to cleanse His threshing-floor,and!
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! of the world will meet with sudden destruction,and the 
i righteous will constitute the seed of the new kingdom]
* (Lk.3!17) It was Jesus* * failure to bring about this
I speedy consummation that led John to doubt His Messi-
j ahship.(Lk.7:20)
[ It has been our aim thus far to discover and
I point out the historical precedents of Christ’s view 
of the Kingdom.But what was His attitude toward the I

! teaching of His predecessors,and the beliefs of His 
I contemporaries? We turn now to the consideration of 
j this problem.
I \ " I



ORAPTBmnx.
THR RELATION OE JESUS’ TEACHING TO THAT OE HIS PEELE- 
CESSORS AND TO THE BELIEES OE HIS CONTEMPORARIES.

ji Was Jesus a child of His own age,and if bo !I to what extent? Was His view of the Kingdom the pro- ! 
J. duct of inheritance and environment,or was it originai 
ii with Him? This question is central to any discussion 1 
I of Christ’s conception of the Kingdom.Now we are will'j 
ing to admit that j-esus was a child of His age,hut we

j are not willing to admit that He was a slave of His
I age.He drew largely from the present and the past,yet '> 
i| there was a distinctively new element in His teachings
I which cannot escape the eye of any unprejudiced ohser-L 
i ver.He was like the householder who brought forth out ■
of his treasure things both new and old.(Mt.13:52) He ’

II had all reverence for His distinguished predecessors, ti 
yet He was not a traditionalist.He taught as one hav-

{ ing authority,afnd not as the scribes.(Uk.1:22) ‘
' ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LAW OE MOSES. !

I
I We turn first to Jesus’ attitude toward the
Mosaic Legislation,and discover that it is one of sym-

j pathy.He is not a free lance or a revolutionist.He ;
; givee His hearers clearly to understand that He came si
I not to destroy,but to fulfill.Not one jot or tittle ofj} 
the LaW shall pass away till all be fulfilled.Those '

I who break the least commandments and teach men so, j
I shall be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven,but j
!those who do and teach them shall be called great in j 
[the Kingdom of Heaven.(Mt.5:17-21) However Jesus can-
not mean by this statement that the letter of the Law 
will be obligatory in His Kingdom,even to the last de- I, 
tail,as the scribes taught.The words following verse 
i,21,in which He transcends the letter of the Law in the 
ijinterest of its spirit .preclude such an interpretation. 
jHe came to fulfill the spirit and purpose of the Law. 
'.He came to do perfectly what the Law and the Prophets i 
jjhad done only imperfectly.He is one with them in aim, '■ 
Ijbut not in method. S
II There are still other ,indications of His
j friendly attitude toward the Mosaic Law.Though He hanj 
. little reverence for the Pharisees who sit on Moses'
I seat,He does respect their off ice,and advises the peo-' 
[ pie to obey what they say,even though they may not im- 
I itate what they do.He commands the healed leper to go 
I to the priest and get his bill of health "as Moses 
; comn-anded".(Mk.l:44) In the Parable of Lazarus,He ex- | 

'1 plicitly states that the way of salvation is set forth' 
j with such clearness in Moses and the Prophets.that no 1
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one will "be excused for not finding it therein. i 
(Lk.l6:28f) All of these references go to show that 
SUS at least did not assume a disparaging attitude to-i 
ward the Law.

Still He professes to transcend the Law by 
a higher teaching."The Law and the Prophets were un­
til John;from that time the Gospel of the Kingdom of 
God is preached."(Lk.16:17) He is conscious of bring-' 
ing in a new age,the ppirit of which is inconsistent j 
with the forms of the old.The old forms and tradition 
al observances such as fastings,are as inappropriate 
to the spirit of the new order which He brings in,as 
a new patch on an old garment,or new wine in old wine 
skins.(Mk.2:18-22) His Indifference to ceremonial ob­
servances is such-as to render Him a heretic in good 
oithodox Jewish circles.He is criticised severely for 
eatihg with defiled and unwashed handstand then de­
fends Himself in such a way as to set at naught the 
whole Ceremonial Law.Calling the multitudes to Him, 
He says,-"Hear me .all of you and understand.There is i 
nothing from without the manjthat going into him can | 
defile him;but the things that proceed out of the manj 
are those that defile him.®Mk.7:1-22) It is also wor-j 
thy of note that Jesus did not have a single word to 
say about circumcision,which was the distinctive mark 
of the old Jewish Covenant.

Christ's independence of the traditions of 
the past is also manifested by His attitude toward the 
Jewish Sabbath.He is not averse to the observance of 
the Sabbath,as He seems to be to the keeping of the j 
ceremonial law,but He insists on keeping it in His own 
way,and even justifies His conduct by an appeal to the 
Scriptures.His spirit of freedom is especially manifest 
in the statement,-"The Son of Man is Lord of the Sab- !
bath". He is not a slave of the past,but a Master of I 
the past and its Institutions.(Lk.6:1-11) He even as- ' 
serts His superiority to the Temple,declaring that, I 
"One greater than the Temple is here".(Mt.12:6) j 

Purthermore His attitude toward the moral !
law as contained in the Ten Commandments,marks Him as ■ 
an original teacher.In the Sermon on the Mount(Mt.5:21,f 
the solemn "It was said by them of olden time-----but j
I say unto you" is repeated five times.Some may argue ! 
that Jesus was simply interpreting to the people the ! 
original meaning of these commandments,but there is-noj 
evidence that they were ever conceived of in the way i 
in which He conceived of them.A further indication of ! 



1 His originality is to be found in the emphasis which jj 
iHe places on the commandment which enjoins upon man 
I love to God and his neighbor.(Mk.12:28-34) Of course • 
! this was not a "nev/ commandment”,as John the Beloved J 
■puts it,but Jesus placed upon it a new emphasis and ,, 
'gave to it an unheard of significance,when He said,- ■* 
, "On these two commandments,the whole Lavr hangeth,and 
I the prophets".In His teaching on divorce (Mt.19:1-12 ii

Mk.lO: 1-12), Jesus also transcends the Lav^ of Moses ij 
jby a higher Law of His own making. I
! ATTITUDE TOWARD THE MESSIANIC IDEAL. '
! i
I In this connection we wish to examine the atj-
Ititude of Jesus toward the Messianic hopes and expec- ■ 
Itations of His day.Does He show any originality here?
In the first place we will search out the’ evidence forj 

I Christ’s Messianic consciousness.We find many passages; 
;which either state directly or imply that Jesus consid; 
i ered Himself to be the Messiah.When Peter makes his g 
I confession,-"Thou art the Christ"{Lk.9:18f & Mk.8:27f)h 
'Jesus assents to it.He claims power on earth to for*  J 
'give sins,and thus virtually asserts His equality with' 

' God. (Lk.5:24) His triumphal entry into Jerusalem is no-f 
thing less than a public declaration of His Messiahs^ip 
'(Mk.11:If)The statement contained in Matt.11:27,-"All 
; things have been delivSred unto Me fo My Eatherjand noj 
one knoweth the Son save the Father{neither doth any I 
know the Father save the Son,and he to whomsoever the I 
jSon wilDeth to reveal Him",implies the consciousness*  
I of a unique relation to God v/hich is appropriate to j
'no one less than the Messiah Himself.In reply to the ;
'question of Pilate (Mk.15:2),He openly declares Himself 
jto be the King of the Jews,and in the course of His trJj 
'al before the Jev/ish High Priest, (LK.22:70) He profes-ji 
“ses Sonship to God.We proceed on the basis then that 
'I Jesus believed Himself to be the prophesied Messiah. I 
' But the question which concerns us most in
our present discussion is this,-Did He act as the peo- 
iple were expecting the Messiah to act?There is much ev­
idence to the contrary.We have already noted that du­
ring the period of temptation,which came at the very 
beginning of His Ministry,Jesus steadfastly refused to 
|be the kind of a Messiah that the people wished Him to • 
;be.He would not make His Ministry predominantly a phy- j 
Isical one by using His miraculous power to feed people ; 
and thus to minister to their physical wants.(Lk.4:4
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S & John 6:30-40) He would not work wonders merely to 
i) show that He had power to do so. (Lk.4:9-12 & Mt.12:38).
He would not yield to the- popular demand and use His 1 

I miraculous power to make Himself the political Jfester I 
j of the world-b (Lk,4: 5*8)  When the’ people tried to take | 
j Him hy force and make Him King (John 6:15),Jesus evad- 
f fed them and slipped away into the mountain to pray.He ' 
I declared that the Kingdom of God would not come "with 
j observation" as they supposed.(Lk.17:20-21) He also * 
I corrected the notion that it was boon to appear. ij 
I (Lk.l9;ll) And after Peter had made his Great gonfes- i
sion,Jesus shocked him and the other disciples by the ■ 

I sad news that "the Son of Man must suffer many things 
I and be rejected by the elders and chief pries±s,and 
I scribes and be killed"(Hk.8:31) In short the very facts
that Jesus was rejected of His age is conclusive evi- : 

I dence that He was not the kind of a Messiah that the ' 
j people were expecting J

; attitude toward THE TEACHING OP JOHN THE BAPTI-ST.

' The independent spirit which Jesus assumed
I toward the Messianic ideal is further illustrated by 
I the way in which John the Baptist was disappointed in 
I Him.While in prison,John sent messengers to Jesus v/ith 
' the qul5stion,-"Art thou "he that should come,or look wei 
' for another?"Jesus replied by pointing to the gracious! 
I works of His Ministry,but these were the very things 
which constituted a stumblingblock to the Baptist.John]

1 expected the Messiah to come as a Mighty Judge,with 
‘His "fan in his hand" ,v/orking a speedy consummation. i 
1 But Jesus conceived of the Messiah as a Redeemer,- !
"The spirit of the Lord is upon Me,because He hath an- 
iointed me to preach the Gospel unto the poor;He hhth , 

ii sent me to proelaim release to the captives,and recov*- ' 
jj ering of sight to the blind,to set at liberty them thalf; 
J are bruised,to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, ;j His were "words of grace" instead of words of judgment 
,1 such as John pronounced.In no place is Jesus’ tran- 
j scendent conception of the kingdom set forth with such 
j unmistakable clearness as in His eulogy of John the < 
I Baptist.(Lk.7:24f) After declaring John to be more 
than a prophet,and the greatest of those born of women 
(He assetts that "he that is but little in the Kingdom 
J of God is greater than he".These words are most cer- j 
tainly indicative of a consciousness on the part of Je-^ 
'SUS that His view of the Kingdom far transcends that !

-----------------i....................................... ' ,

I >



held by the greatest of His predecessors and contempo 
raries.We conclude then “that the position held "by 
some that Jesus shared the views of the Kingdom which 
were common to His age,is untenable in view of the 
vast amount of Scriptural evidence to the contrary.
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CHAPTER III.

'iSOME PROBLEMS CONCERNING CHRIST'S CONCEPTION OP THE 
''KINGDOM.

1
 rao'iLs

''NATIONAL OR UNIVERSAL?

I

!| Jesus showed Himself to he singularly free i'from Jewish prejudice.In the story of the ten lepers 
,who were healed,it was a Samaritan.a Gentile,who re- 

■; turned to give thanks. (Lk. 17 J 11-19) Again in the Par

din another connection.(Lk.13:22-30) He declares in the 
[‘presence of the Pharisees,who laid first claim to the j 
IKingdom because they were descendants of Abraham,that i ithe publicans and the harlots shall go in before them, j 
'(Mt.21:31) Christ's frequent association with the neg- 
.lected groups of Society is a further indication that ( 
!He expected the kingdom to comprise all classes ,of peo^ 
iple as well as all nations.His refusal to be made a I 
I King by the enthusiastic multitude after the' feeding 
!the five thousand is almost conclusive evidence that j 
(IHe rejected the politico-national view of the Kingdom I 
fheld by most of His countrymen. I)

ii There are many problems which arise in con­
nection with Jesus' conception of the Kingdom,and the j 
first one which we shall discuss is that which per- j 
tains to its universality.Lid Jesus conceive Himself ! 
as being sent simply to the Lost Sheep of the House of I 
Israel,or to all nations and to all peoples?Was His 

.'conscious purpose merely to make Israel a righteous, 
[land restore her to political supremacy,or was it to 
I found a universal kingdom of a moral and spiritual 
I character,comprising all nations and all classes of 
[people?The preponderance of evidence in the Scripture 
'is on the side of universality.

The Temptation Experience came at the very 
jibeginning of our Lord's public Ministry,and even at .| 
'■this early period in His career,He rejected strenuous-L 
jly the national ideal of the Kingdom.He steadfastly re4 
■fused to use His miraculous power to gain the mastery 
I of the world for Himself and His. nation.(Mt.4:1-11 & 
!Lk.4:1-12) He calls His disciples the "light" of the 
'world and the "salt* of the eart;h(Mt.5:13-16) .and in . 
■explaining the parable of the tares,He makes the state*  
,ment that the field is the world. (Mt. 13:38) He marvels!] 
‘at the remarkable faith manifested by the Roman Centu-!) 
irion,saying that He has found so great faith,not even | 
I in Israel.He goes on to remark,"that many shall come ,[ 
[[from the east and the west,and shall sit down with A- j| 
' braham,and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom;but the sonsil 
I of the kingdom shall be cast forth into outer darkness!" 
I(Mt.8:5-13) Words of the same import are to be found J



3

V/0-

not sent but the Lost Sheep of the 
’ ' ■■ ■ — ( re- !

, able of the Good Samarithn,Jesus made a Gentile the jl 
, hero of His story.(Lk.l0:25f) When James and Jphn,mov-j 
,, ed by an all consuming race hatred,wished to call down! 
I fire from heaven to consume the Samaritans who would 2 
[ not allow their Master and His disciples to pass thru t 
" their city, Jesus rebuked them.(Lk.9: 51f) In rebuking 
j the Pharisees who demanded a sign from heaven,our Lord*  
told them that the heathen,the Queen of Sheba and the

I Ninevites,would rise up in judgment against them be- 
, cause of their unbelief.(Lk.11:29-31)
‘‘ The drif^ toward universalism in the Master’
teaching is also manifest in many of His parables.In 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son,the attitude of the 
elder brother who is angry at the return of the Prodi­
gal,is evidently designed to illustrate the attitude 
which the Pharisees assumed toward Christ’s treatment

I of the Gentiles and the outcast classes.Lk.l5:25f.In 
the Parable of the Slighted Invitation,the Jews are rep 
■resented as neglecting their opportunity,which is passC 
Ied on to the Gentiles.(Lk.14:7-24) In the Parable of | 
.the Barren Pig Tree,Jesus practically pronounces judg-! 
iment upon the Jewish nation(Lk.l3:6-9),and in the Par-■ 
(able of the Wicked Husbandmen,there is no question a- 
jbout the judgment which He pronounces upon His own coui^ 
I try.The following explicit statement is of no urjcertaih 
«import,-"What therefore will the Lord 6f the vineyard I 
ido?He will come and destroy those husbandmen and give } 
■the vineyard to others" . (Mt.21:33-46 & Mk.12:1-12 & Ij 
;jLk.20:9-18) The Last Commission of the Lord also shows! 
that He entertained the conception of a Kingdom,which ! 

iiknew no national limits,"Go ye therefore and make dis-jj 
i. ciples of all nations .baptizing them into the name of j 
i'the Pather and the Son and the Holy Spirit ."(Mt.28:19) ■' 
I,Or again,"And that repentance and remission of sins I 
ii should be preached in His name unto all nations .begin-i 
ning at Jerusalem."(Lk.24:47)

J But not all the evidence is on the one side j
iof this question.There are a few passages which seem 
Ito imply that Jesus held to a national view of the 
:kingdom.When He sent the twelve out on their Mission- 
jary Tour,He charged them thus, —"Go not into any way of : 
I the Gentiles,and enter not into any city of the Samar- I 
Htans,but go rather to the Lost Sheep of the House of 
ijlsrael, "(Mt.10: 5,6) Again when the Syro-Phoenician 
I man came to Him,and besought Him to heal her daughter, 
! He answered,-"! was i ‘ 2.__; 7;__
!|House of Israel".And when she further insisted'jHe



16

PRESENT AND SPIRITUAL OR FUTURE AND APOCALYPTIC?

plied,-"It is not meet to take the children’s bread u 
and cast it to the dogs".(Mt.15:21-28) When Pilate ask} 
ed Him if He was the King of the Jews,He answered in
jthe affirmative.(Mt.27:11) And hy His triumphal entcy 
I into Jerusalem,He virtually declared Himself to he the 
Jewish Messiah. J

I However a close scrutiny of these passages
I will reveal that they hy po means prove that Jesus was^ 
I dominated hy the national ideal.There was a good rea- i 
son for forbidding the twelve to go among the Gentiles!

;and the Samaritans;their inexperience,and their race 
!prejudice,from which they were as yet not free, ren- 

■I dered them unfit for such a task.We have here evidence • 
' of the tact of our i,ord.His words to the Sjrro-Phoeni- ' 
*cian woman must be understood in the light of the pur-i 
(I pose which prompted them.In a bantering way Jesus puts] 
'■her faith to the test,and He finds her equal to the j 
’occasion.The very fact that He,moved by her faith,com- 
'plied with her request,would imply that He really did J 
■ not believe Himself to be confined in His mission to j 
i the Israelites alone.Lastly,His assertion of Hid King-s 
ship of the Jews by no means denies His Kingship of j 
[the whole worldjHe understood this in the sense of the' 
:old time prophets,who believed that the Jewish Messiah' 
i would be a world Messiah.Our conclusion then is that 
, in His conception of the Kingdom,Christ was dominated 
I by the"universal" view.

i Did Jesus conceive of the Kingdom as a pre- j
jsent spiritual reality,or as a future crisal event? 
jDid He think of it as being already present,undergoing 
ja gradual process of development,or did He conceive of 
lit as being about to appear suddenly through some grea'. 
jcatastrophe?In other words,was His the spiritual or tho [apocalyptic view of the Kingdom?This is perhaps the ! 
[most important problem which we have to consider.The j 
[answer to this question has far reaching consequences, i 

I The solution of the problem is by no means easy as is [ I, evidenced by the fact that the greatest of scholars I 
^disagree with respect to it.Dr.H.C.Sheldon,Dr.A.B.Bruc^, 
'1 Dr .Robertson in his"Regnum Dei",David Smith,Prof .Bey- 1 
,schlag in his N.T.Theology,are among the scholars who ’ 
[maintain that Jesus was dominated hy the spiritual j 
iviev/ of the Kingdom.On the other hand Prof .Weiss,Prof • i 
IE.P.Scott,Prof.Albert Schweitzer are among those who !
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i hold that the apocalyptic was the ruling point of viei( 
in His mind.Among the more recent writers,there is a ' 

j marked tendency in the direction of the last named po-! 
I sition.Hov/ever ..after having made an inductive study |
! of all the passages of Scripture hearing upon this '
{ subject,we find no reason for departing from the more 
I conservative standpoint.The thesis which we shall at-j 
tempt to establish is this,-In His conception of the ■

I Kingdom,the apocalyptic is not the ruling point of 
view in the mind of Jesus.

I Those who contend that Christ was dominated {
; by the apocalyptic conception do so on the ground that 
He must have shared the view point of His own age.His I

4 predecessors and contemporaries expected the K;ingdom 
j to appear suddenly and miraculously;everybody held to : 
■' this idea,and of course -Jesus could have been no ex- j 
ij oeption.He shared the views of His age on this as well*  
I as on other matters.But in the second Chapter of this } 
" treatise we have shown at length that Jesus did not
I share the views of His age on all other matters.He wai^ 
; characterized by a marked originality,and a unique >in-j
dependence of spirit.His conception of the Law of Mo­
ses is unique,far transcending that of His own age.His: 
attitude toward the Messianic ideal is far different

[ from that of His contemporaries and predecessors.His 
' view of the Kingdom is so different even from that of ' 
It John the Baptist,that the latter fails to see in Him
the promised Messiah.At every turn in the teaching of :

II Christ we find that which is new and distinctive of
Himself.We can expect Him thea to have His own charac-l 

Iteristic view of the Kingdom, i
Furthermore the apocalyptic view is based onj 

a conception of the world and a conception of God,nei-!
I ther of which is compatible with the teaching and con- 
I duct of Jesus.The apocalyptic writers look upon the 
I present world as irremediably evil.It contains within 
itself no possibilities of redemption.God is not pre­
sent in the world working out its salvation,but it is 
jgiven over completely to the domiftion of Satan.There 
I is no reforming the order that now is;it must be de- t 
Istroyad in order to make place for the new.
ji Jesus most dertainly did not assume such a ■
,-pessimistic attitude toward the now existing world.He j 
jjwas not an ascetic.In this respect He contrasts Himself 
■Iwith John the Baptist.The Forerunner came neither eat-S 
Jing bread hor drinking wine,but the Son of Man came , 
.both eating and drinking.(Ik.7:33-34> He sees the hand!

evil.It


of the father in the sunshine and the rain,which He X j 
sends upon the just and the unjust.He sees marks of the 
Divine Providence in the growing grass and the hloom- 
ing lilies of the field.In His parables He takes the 
ordinary experiences of work-a-day life,and makes them 
to be vehicles of His eternal and spiritual truths.His[ 
attitude toward the present world was one of thO' keen-| 
est sympathy.He came not to judge or to destroy it but 
to save it. i

Again the apocalyptic view is based on the conb 
ception of God as a Mighty Judge.The God of the apoca-i lyptist is moved not by mercy but by justice.His ob- j 
ject is not to ‘redeem,but destroy.His Mighty arm is up| 
lifted and the blow is sopn to fall.Already the axe li*'  
eth at the root of the tree,and every tree that bring- 
eth not forth good fruit is to be cut down.How differ­
ent is Jesus in the Parable of the Barren Pig Tree.He 
represents God as giving the tree another chance,and 
doing all within His power to make it fruitfxil.The j 
God of Jesus is preeminently a God of grace and love. 
His primary interest is in redeeming the world.Witness 
the Parables of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin and 
the Lost Son in the fifteenth chapter of St.Luke.It isl 
true that in Jesus’ view of God the element of justice' 
appears,but it is made subordinate.Mercy comes before ( 
justice,and not till God has elsiiausted every means of 
redemption and has failed does He assume the role of 
Judge.

The gracious character of Jesus’ Ministry is 
clearly expressed in the words which He read from Isa­
iah and which He applied to Himself in the synagogue ! 
at Kazareth(Lk.4:16f) It is evident from these word® 
that He was conscious of His mission as that of a Re­
deemer. Compare the tenor of these words with the spir­
it of those spoken by the Baptist,-"Whose fan is in 
His hand,and He will thoroughly purge the threshing 
floor;the wheat He will gather into the garner,but the 
chaff He will burn with fire unquenchable." Ho wonder 
that John did not recognize in the gracious Christ the 
Messiah vzhom he expected to come,executing immediate 
judgment upon all sinners.

We turn now to the Scriptural accounts,and we 
find there considerable evidence that Jesus did not ex­
pect a sudden and catastrophic appearance of the King- ! 
dom of God.Pirst there are the parables which denote | 
growth,such as that of the Mustard Seed,the Tares,the j 
Sower,and the Blade,the Ear,the. Pull Corn in the Ear. .

St.Luke.It


I when the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith on eartji”
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All of these parables clearly imply that Jesus must .J 
have expected the ^ingdom to have a history.The para- j; hie of the leaven points also in the direction of he- i 
lief in a gradual development.The Paraijle of the Unjust 
Judge(Lk.l8:l-8)raay he conceived of as an exhortation - 
to faithfulness in prayer in view of the delayed com- j 
ing of the Kingdom.The closing words,-"Nevertheless i

( rather indicate such an interpretation.The Parables i 
j which enjoin watchfulness and work,such as the Parable' 
J of the Ten Virgins,the Parable of the Talents,the Par-'j 
(able of the Pounds,the Parable of the Paithful and ther 
^Unfaithful Servants,rather give the impression that « 
they were designed to prepare the disciples for the | 
disappointment which they must meet with in their ex- | 

^jpectatien that the Kingdom of God was soon to appear, 
silt is true that some have seen in these Parables ex- j 
hortations to faithfulness in view of the speedy ad- i 

■Jvent of the new era,but evidence for the other interprl- 
,j tation is to be found in the preface to the Parable of fl 
' the Pounds which runs as follows,-"And as they heard ij 
{these things,He added and spoke a parable,because He 
ijV/as nigh to Jerusalem,and because they supposed that {• 
I the Kingdom of God was immediately to appear."(Lk.19:11) 
; Another indication that Jesus expected the fi-l
(nal coming and consummation of the Kingdom to be post- 
'poned indefinitely is to be found in the statements to 
the effect that the Gospel was to be preached through­
-out the world.(Mt.26:13 & 24:14. Mk.l4:9 & 13:10) Sure-i 
ily Jesus was not so ignorant that He expected such a 
feat to be accomplished in His own generation.There | 
,are also many sayings of Christ',the import of which isi 
‘Chat the Kingdom is already present.In His eulogy of J.
John the Baptist He says that he that is least in the ji ,,Kingdom of heaven is greater than JohnXMt .11:11) .In I 
.many instances He speaks of people as already enteringI 
the Kingdom. "The Kingdom of God? '4s preached and every p 

..man entereth violently into it" .*Bk. 16:16) Again,-"The » 
^publicans and harlots go into the Kingdom of God befor^ 
'you" was spoken to the Pharisees.Jesus also accused the 
‘pharisees of shutting up the Kingdom of God against meri 
-saying,-"Por ye enter not in yourselves;neither suffer'I 
-ye them that are entering to enter."Thjt^ sjEatement in p 
Luke 10:24 to the effect that many prophets and kings ji 
ihad desired to see and hear the things which the dis- ji 
i,ciples were seeing and hearing,leads us to infer that 
J'Jesus must have meant that the Kingdom for which the j
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; kings and prophets had long "been looking was now pre- | 
j sent,In Luke 11:20,Jesus points to His casting out of I 
'! demons as evidence that the j^ingdom has already come. 1 
J But the most conclusive proof that He held to {
j| the spiritual view of the Kingdom,and that He conceiv-| 
: ed of it as being already present is to he found in [ 
1 the words which he spoke to the Pharisees in reply to !, 
! their question when the Kingdom of God was to come, !■ 
I He answered them thus,-"The Kingdom of God cometh not i 
I with ohservationj'neither shall they say Lo,here or Lo | 
I there;for behold the Kingdom of God is within you". ' 
I How Jesus could have spoken these words if He had ex- [ 
J pected the new era to he ushered in through some great., 
f catastrophe is unintelligible. ji

But there is a sense in which Jesus conceived < 
of the Kingdom as future.He spoke of it as being alrea’

' dy here,but He also spoke of it as yet to come.He spoke 
‘■of some as already entering it,but He also spoke of itf 
as that which was to be received,or that which was to ji 
'be entered at a later date,How reconcile these two » 
seemingly contradictory views?Now the original word j

>j "Basileia",which is translated Kingdom,has a double
I connotation.lt may mean the rule of God or it may mean' 
the realm of God.It may refer to His moral sovereignty, 
or it may refer to the realm in which that sovereignty! 
obtains.Now the Kingdom of God,as the Rule of God,is ' 
already present.To the extent that the moral sever- ’

I elgnty of God prevails in the world,to that extent is j 
'His Kingdom already here.In the Lord’s prayer the com-! 
ling of the Kingdom is identified with the doing of God! 
’Will on earth.We enter the Kingdom when we begin to do! 
!the Will of God."Not every one that sayeth unto me Lord 
jLord shall enter into the Kingdom of heaven;but he that 
idoeth the Will of My Rather in Heaven".(Mt.7:21) In ! 
'Christ’s day the Kingdom of heaveh was ht hand in the j 
!sense that the Will of God was being made accessible, ij 
"In His teachings and His Life and His Work,Jesus made j 
.accessible to men the knowledge of God’s Will,and also;*  
'the ability to do His Will,The ^ingdom of God ar the ' 
iRule of God was brought near in the sense that the I 
.new Revelation of God as a God of love would constrain! 
men to yield up their hearts in filial obedience to ! 
Him,

s

But as long as there is evil in the world,the 
conscience of mah will not permit him to rest content 
with a purely present view of the Kingdom,There must 
be sometime and somewhere a realm in which the moral

connotation.lt
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present then ih

In Luke 9:27,Mt.17;27-28,& Mk.9;l,we find

3

will he a final [ 
contrary to the ■ 
sovereignty must’

ijworld and the final consummation of things in His own 
I generation,hut not necessarily so.Holtzmann has recog­
nized three distinct comings of Christ or of His King-i 
ldom.)l)An apocalyptic coming at the end of the world; I 
i (2)a historical coming at any great crisis;{3) a dy- ii 
iinamical coming in the hearts of believers.How the ahov^ 
('‘passages might well he conceived of as referring to hi^ 
itorical comings,such as the descent of the Holy Spiriti! 
Pat Pentecost ar the destruction of Jerusalem. jj
1. The promise of Jesus to His disciples that the^
I, shall sit on twelve thrones judging the ‘twelve tribes ’ 
of Israel has also an apocalyptic coloring,hut this is!

* no proof that Jesus held the apocalyptic view of the 
'Kingdom.His language is figurative.He wished to tell j 
(the disciples of the great power and Influence,which 
they should sway in the future,and He could do so on­
ly in terms of their apocalyptic thought.His words he-j 
fore the Jewish High Priest at the time of His trial 
are to he understood in the same manner.He spoke as 
follows,-"Henceforth ye shall see the Son of Man sit­
ting at the right hand of Power and coming in the cloucj 
of heaven." There is no denying that this is apocalyp- i 
tic language,hut there is a reason for it. The impress-

■ ■' . ' ' ' ----------  
sovereignty of God is supreme.Hence the perfected King;- 
dom is projected into the future.The Kingdom as it now^ 
is is in an imperfect state.This is evidently the import 
of the parables of the tares and the drag-net.Bvil andj 
good exist alongside one another in the present King- j 

1dom,hut the time will come when there 
)separation.All those things which are 
Will of God must he destroyed,and His

I he supreme.Then the perfected kingdom will have made ; 
';its appearance,The Kingdom og God was present then ih 
the days of our Iiord in the sense that it had already 
been in8titutd,and was in a process of development,hut,i 
!it was future as awaiting its final consummation.Most j 
I of the sayings of Christ can he understood from this ’ 

jj standpoint,hut there are a'few of His statements which' 
1 demand special consideration. ]
it In Luke 9:27 ,Mt.17;27-28,& Mk.9:l,we find '
j; statements made by the Master to the effect that there J were some present who would not taste of death till ' 
•1 they should see the ^ingdom of God or the Son of Man I 
■'come.In Mt. 10;23 we read,-"Ye shall not have gone |
I’ through the cities of Israel till the Son of Man he >income." How these words might he construed as contain- i 
jing the implication that Jesus expected the end of the
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II

the Jewish High Priest,hut soon the 
turned,qnd He would play the role of 
other would he on trial before Him. 
could Jesus have made this truth more 
hy expressing it in terms of the High

ion which our Lord wished to convey was that the pre­
sent circumstances would soon he reversed.He was now 
on trial before 
tables would he 
Judge while the 
Kow in what way 

j impressive than 
( Priest’s own thinking and language which was most cer 
I tainly apocalyptio?A great many of the apocalyptic ex-i 
i pressions of Christ are most certainly to he viewed as! 
I accommodations to the language and thought of His day.j 
I But of course the greatest obstacle in the I
i way of the view which we are now propounding is to he j, 
! found in the eschatological addresses of Jesus,con- j 
j tained in Mt.24,Mk.l3 and Luke 17&21.In these discour-’, 
• ses Jesus appears to give a rather detailed descrip- , 
I tion of the Second Advent and of the end of the world,!
and asserts that all these things shall come to pass j 

S in His own generation.But there is a high degree of ' 
I probability that these Discourses were more or less J 
‘colored hy the hopes and expectations of Christ’s con-! 
I temporaries.Surely on a priori grounds,there is more < 

jj reason for believing that the parables which denote ! 
*a gradual growth of the Kingdom have been transmitted I 5 to us in their primitive form,than there is to believe! 
’] that Christ’s sayings concerning the Last Things have J 
ij come down to us as first spoken. s! David Smith and Prof. A.B.Bruce maintain that *
'we have in this eschatological address of Jesus an ad-I 
imixture of two distinct prophetical discourses,one of i 
which pertained to the destruction of Jerusalem and « 
the other to the Second Advent which is yet to come, ji 
The disciples were preposessed with the idea that the (i 
destructive catastrophe was to be followed immediat<?lyii 
by the Second Coming,so in their record they have put i 

I together these things which were originally separate. ’ 
jA strong argument in favor of thia position is to be J 
found in the declaration of the Master that *’fflf that 'j 
of that day and hour knowsth no one,not even the angelA 
of heaven,nor the Son,but only the Pather". How these 1 
words are evidently inconsistent with those in which i 
iJesus claims that all these things shall come to pass 
'in the.present generation.Hence the latter must have 
jireferred to the destruction of Jerusalem,while the for 
limer referred to the final consummation,which is still 
I in the future and the time of which no man knoweth.In- 
iterpreted thus,there is nothing in the Eschatological



I Discourse of Jesus,which is ipcorapatihle with our con-j 
I tention that He conceived of ^he Kingdom as already 
! present in the worid,undergoing a gradual process of 
I development and awaiting a final consummation.

CONDITIONS OP ENTRANCE
II 

The conditions of entrance into the Kingdom 
which Jesus laid down are a further indication that He® 
was dominated hy the spiritual view.It is true that He*  
continued the use of the phrase which was employed hy 
John the Baptist,-"Repent ye for the Kingdom"of Heaven 
is at hand",hut He gave to repentance a deeper signif- 

,icance than did th© Porerunner.With Him it meant not 
so much a change in the externals of conduct as an in­
ward change of attitude.Purthermore Jesus laid stress

I on faith as a condition.According to the Second Evan- 
Igelist the burden of His message was,-"The time is fulf 
jfilledand the Kingdom of God is at handjrepent ye and 
I believe in the Gospel."Repentance and flaith then seem j 
to he the primary conditions of entrance into the King­
dom,hut in assuming this position,one must he sure to I

' give a sufficiently hroad meaning to these terms.In I 
j His call to repentance, Jesus sumoned His hearers to i 
change their attitude toward life.He had brought to the

I a new ideal- and He called upon them to forsake their ] 
I old aims .and purposes and begin to live their lives j 
with reference to this new ideal.But of course they
|wou3i not do this unless they took stock in or exercis-l 
led faith in His Doctrine.lt follows then that repen- I 
Hance presupposes a faith in the Gospel;men would not 
jrepent until they believed the Good News to h© true.
I Hence faith as preliminary to and iricluding repentance 
,may be considered as the sole condition of entrance.
I But one must beware of taking too narrow a view
jof faith.lt is not merely a receptive condition of mind 
stand heart.Some say that the Kingdom of God is a King- 1 
;dom of Grace,and the one who exercises faith is the ona 
who simply receives it as a free gift from God.But 
Paith is not bare passive receptivity;it involves ac­
tive loyalty and obedience.Jesus lays much emphasis up-' 
.on obedience as one of the necessary conditions of en-j 
Itranoe into His Kingdom.If the Kingdom of God is the I 
Rule of God,or the realm in which the perfect will of | 
|.God obtains,then it follows necessarily that entrance I 
['into such a Kingdom must he conditioned by obedience. | 
(.This position is substantiated by many sayings of our fi 

view.It
Doctrine.lt
faith.lt
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THE KINGDOM AND THE NEW SOCIAL ORDER.
In this age of emphasis on social refoxB the 

question is often asked whether the_individual or the

mility.Only those who htnnble themselves as children, 
and exercise the same trustful spirit will receive 
the-f^ingdom.(Mt.18:1-6) The publican because of his 
spirit of humility went down to his house justified 
rather than the self-satisfied Pharisee.(Lk.18:9-14) 
And all those passages in which Jesus enjoins service 
imply His insistence on an attitude of hinnility.Paith 
then,as the sole condition of entrance into the King­
dom, involves repentance,obedience,and humility.Such a 
faith might be defined as a humble,child-like,trustful 
spirit of self-committal to God as Pather,which eventu 
ates in a supreme loyalty to and unqualified obedience 
the Will of God.

LordTRe insists that not those who say Lord,Lord shall j 
enter into the Kingdom,but those who do the Will of

His Pather.(Mt.7:21) They who hear and do His words ar<| 
likened unto those who build their house upon an un­
shakable and eternal rock.(Mt.7:24-27) His brethren 1 
are those who hear the Will of God and do it.(Lk.8:21) I 
He pronounces those as blessed who hear the word of Goa 
and keep it.(Lk.ll:28) 1

I But obedience is not thought of by Jesus as thd
doing of certain prescribed tasks.We do not earn a plaq 
in the Kingdom by our good works.After we hqve done all 
that is within our power to do,we are still to call our selves unprofitable servants.(Iik. 17:9f) Christ con- J 
ceives of obedience as an inward loyalty to the Will oi 
God.This loyalty must get itself expressed in an all 
consuming love.We are to love God with all our heart, 
soul and strength.We are even to love our enemies for 
the sake of the love which He sustains toward them,for 
they are His children.As the supreme object of our af­
fection God will permit no rival.Nothing is to stand 
in the way of our unqualified loyalty to Him.neither 
family ties (Lk.14:25f),norwealth (Mt.19:16fJ,nor the 
material necessities of life (Mt,6:31f),nor the most 
darling sins (Mk.9:43f).His Kingdom must come first 
(Mt.6:33),and His Will must be obeyed,no matter what 
may be the cost in self denial and suffering.(Mt.16:24J 
Paith which includes such obedience and loyalty is 
something more than mere passive receptivity or bare 
intellectual assent to the truth of Christ’s doctrines.

But there is still another element which is 
comprised in Jesus’ conception of faith,and that is hu-
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j social aspect received the greater emphasis in Jesus’'^ 
i teaching.Did He conceive of His Ministry as being « 
} primarily to the individual,or to society? Was His !
’ chief aim individual or social regeneration? How an '
1 unbiased examination of the records will reveal that 
! the individual assumed a very important place in the 
ministry and teaching of Christ.He addressed Himself

i| for the most part to individuals.We have a few in- i 
jwtances as in the case of His weeping over Jerusalem I 
s inwhich He addressed larger groups,but He did not make'! 
I a practice of addressing Himsfelf to the nation as did ( 
j the prophets of old.The repentance which He insists on_j 
. is not national,but individual.Hosea portrays in most , 
! beautiful fashion the solicitude of Jehovah for lost i 
j Israel,but in the Parables of the Lost Sheep,the Lost ' 
i Coin,and the lost Son,Jesus portrays the solicitude ofjl 
I God for the lost soul."There is more joy in heaven over 
! one sinner that repenteth than over ninty nine just ,i 
, persons".His estimate of the value of the individual 
j is also brought out in the passage in which He. pro- 
{ nounoes the awful doom that awaits those who offend 
j "one of these little ones that believe on Me" •
j It would seem then that the primary concern ofy
■ our Lord was for the salvation and the regeneration ofj 
the individual.However this does not preclude an interr 
est in social regeneration,but rather includes it.With'

I Jesus,individual and social regeneration v/ere very j 
closely bound up together.Vedder has recognized this i 
[as evidenced by his words,-"The message of Jesus to I 
ithe world is that social reform is possible only through 
I spiritual renewaljto have a new society,there must be I 
I, first of all new meh." He began with the individual, I 
jnot because He did not realize the importance of re- 1 
[generating society,but because He saw that this was the 
jonly way of accomplishing social regeneration.

While the Master addressed Himself to individ-i 
:uals and insisted on individual, repentancd,the duties j 
[which He constantly and emphatically taught were so- j 
cial duties.A good proportion of His ethical teachings 1 

[Jare to be found in the Sermon on the Mount.lt is interl 
jesting to run through this and note the subjects which 
,iare treated.He first impresses upon the disciples theii 
lobligation to the unsaved world,by telling them that i 
[Ithey are the light of the world and the salt of the { 
[earth.He then goes on to speak of anger,of reconcilia-[ 
jtion with adversaries,of adultery,of divorce,of oaths,! 
iSof non-resistance,of love to enemies,of the giving of i 

xOf the fo rgiyeness of enemie s,of .judglng.and then j..

Mount.lt
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I,

If
He sums up the whole of human duty in His statement o 
the Golden Rule,-”A11 things therefore whatsoever you 
would that men should do unto you,do you also unto th 
for this is the law and the prophets".The social aspe 
of His ethical teachings is also hrought out in His 
Parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk.lO;25f).A lawyer ask
ed what he must do to inherit eternal life,and Jesus 1 
quoted the commandment which enjoins love to God and I 
to man.^Vhen the lawyer made still further inquiry as I 
to who his neighbor was,Jesus responded with the Par- | 
able of the Good Samaritan,which is most insistent up-| 
onsocial obligation.In H3.S picture of the Last judg- I 
ment,our Lord makes the eternal destiny of the individ ual hinge upon the faithfulness with which he has perl 
formed his social duties. iThe Kingdom as Jesus conceived it then is not! 
simply a place where individuals will be rewarded for I 
their faithfulness in the performance of certain pre­
scribed tasks,but it is a perfected social Jtingdom, which none can enter s^ve those who have been regenerl 
ated in their social relationships.Hence every indi- j 
vidual who is saved for eternal life in such a King- j 
dom becomes a center of social regeneration in this 
present order,But the Kingdom of God as Jesus conceived it is not to be identified with the Hew Social Order 1 
of which modern reformers dream.The form which any idel- 
al social order would now take v/ould most certainly ji be different from that which found place in the mind o't 
Jesus.But He was not especially interested in social j 
forms,but in the spirit which breathes beneath and 
gives life to these forms.Even Vedder admits that Jesus 
had no intention of furnishing a program flor Social J 
Reform.He says,-"His work was to declare principles, 
to awaken consciences,to inspire effort,not to work 
out politics and constitutions." He was not a reformer 
then in the narrower sense of that word.He did not at­
tack the social institutions of His age.He seems even | 
to have acquiesced in the supremacy of Rome,and refus-', 
ed to forbid the payment of tribute to Caesar.Yet He I 
was conscious of the fact that His teachings v/ere of

I
 a revolutionary character.The inevitable result of His 
coming would not be peace,but a sword and division. I 
His moral and ethical ideals were a protest against 
the social institutions of His day.His teaching on 
greatness through service,on the abolition of all dis­
tinctions ,whether social,racial,or intellectual,on the 
stewardship of all wealth,whether material,moral,or J 

I
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EARTHLY OR OTHERWORLDLT ILEAL?

I, whether Jesus held to the spiritual or apocalyptic view

The last problem which we shall discuss is tha

spiritual,and oh all kindred subjeots,stands out in e-’j 
ternal protest against all existing social orders,and F 
shall continue to do so till all social institutions j] 
shall conform to the spirit of His teachings. s

I 
a

, Lid Jesus think of the earth as a possible
I sphere of the Kingdom of God,or did He think of it as
|] transcending this present world? We have already an- 
iswered this question.In our discussion of the problem

I we came to the conclusion that He conceived of the King­
dom as already present in this world,undergoing a pro-j t; cess of development,and awaiting a final consummation J 

ji in the world to come,In our consideration of His social 
, teachings we have pointed out that He insisted on thos^ 
moral and social duties which pertain to this present j;

I earthly life.Still further evidence is to be found in ,1 
:the Lord’s prayer in which He teaches us to pray,-
I "Thy Kingdom come;thy will be done on earth". With j
I Him then the Kingdom of God is not an otherworldly ideal 

Still we are not to believe that He thought ofi! 
the Kingdom of Heaven as being confined to this present 
v/orld.He teaches that it is an eternal Kingdom.The pre­
sent world may pass away,but the Kingdom abideth foe- j 

'ever.It transcends the limits of space and time.Just as 'God exists in the world,but at the same time transoendl 
lit,so it is with the j^^ingdom.It transcends our earthly 
texistence,yet it is present with us,so much so that it 
I can be said that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.But 
'what relation does the transcendent sustain toward the 
;present earthly Kingdom?The same relation which the i 
product sustains toward the process.The transcendent I

1 perfected Kingdom is the goal toward which the present’ 
jjKingdom is striving.I do not call it an ideal,because ' 
fit is more than an ideal;it is real;it has actual ex- ■' 
jistence.The Kingdom in its transcendent state is per- i{ 
(jfeet,but as present on earth it is still imperfect. j 
„This is the teaching of the Parables of the Tares and ] 
j',the Lrag-net.Those things which offend and do iniquity!
must be eliminated by a process of Judgment before thej|present is merged into the future and transcendent 
jKingdom.
I THE KINGLOM AHL THE CHURCH.

ever.It
ingdom.It
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them in the mysteries of the Kingdom,and then send them 
"W 1-^ A 4ia^z*  aM z*  ^D. > <Ib X. ... '

to suppose that He forecast the existence 
But how did He view the Church in

I forth to pass the secret on to others.But they were j I slow of heart to understand and believe.Our Lord spokel 
I parable after parable which contained within it the sef 
Icret of the Kingdom,but His disciples could not grasp ' 
J His meaning.finally He took them away from the crowd 
into a desert place,and’v/hile there He asked them the 
opinions of people concerning Himself.They replied thai 
some called Him John the Baptist,others Elijah,others s 
JJeremiah,and still others one of the prophets.He then j 
'put the question directly,-"Vlhom say ye that I am?" £ 
‘Peter ansvzered with his great Confession,-"Thou art the 
Christ the Son of the Living God". (Ilt.l6:16f) |

the Will of God,and to reveal the secret of getting 
jpower to accomplish that Will.
p However Jesus foresaw that His earthly career
iwould be of short duration.He could see that He would 
jnot have the privilege of telling “the Good Hews to all "men.Hence He must work through others.He chose twelve 
iwhom He called Apostlesjit was His intention to school!

?gaeaag^i«8gaasgs8ga«xszaaaRaxaaraa^^ rrgsasa^^gajBJ- jssirsax—raTSK=3sas.sus?2raK=aKTO=sa^^ s:

v/hich concerns Christ’s view of the relationship be- I 
,, tween the Church and the fj^ingdom.There are some who j 
i| maintain that Jesus held no view of the Church,.They j 
say that He never used the term.It is to be found on- i 

’ ly twice in the Gospels,and ip both instances in the 
Gospel of Matthew.A catholocizing tendency is distin- 

’ guishable in this Gospel,and it is due to this tenden-[ 
h cy that the term has crept iniTheir contention howeveri 
{ is that it could not have been used by Christ.But even*  
i on a priori grounds there is a high degree of proba- 
I bility that Jesus must haye expected the nev/ ideas and 
truths which He brought to the world to assume some 
kind of an embodied form.It not at all unreasonable 

of the Church 
its relation^ ship to the Kingdom?An examination of the records will!

! show that He looked upon the former as instrumental I 
, to the latter.The primary object of Christ’s coming ’| 
j was not to found a Church,but to found a Kingdom.He 
I came preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom,His aim was » 
to bring in the Rule of God on earth;to bring about j! 
such a condition of affairs here that the Will of God ' v/ould be done on earth as it is done in heaven.He knew!) 

I the Will of God and He knev/ how to get power to fulfill 
!i it.Hence He held within His posession the secret of i! 
J, the Kingdom.But He v/qnted to put the world into posess*  
lion of this secret.He came to reveal the Knowledge of

term.It
form.It
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Jesus is very much delighted.His efforts have • 
I not all been in vainjhere is one of His disciples at | 
least who has caught His secret,the secret of the.King- 

j dom,and who by virtue of his direct contact with God, I 
j is capable of going forth to reveal this secret to ! 
the world.Jesus cries,-"Blessed art thou Simon Bar- | 
Jonah,for flesh and blood has not revelaed it unto the'e 
but My rather in Heaven." In view of the fact that Pel 

1 ter has been put in posession of the secret of the I
I Kingdom,He is designated the founder of the Church. ; 
This would imply that Jesus conceived of the Church ae^ 

' the instrument through which His secret was. to be pass'j- 
' ed on and His Gospel was to be preached. Jesus goes on ij 
I to impress upon Peter the great responsibility that *. 
rests upon him in view of the revelation which he has * 

i just received,which has put him in posession of the ‘. great secret of the Kingdom.He holds the key to the j
Kingdom of Heaven,and whether or not men shall enter ' 
depends upon him.If he chooses to pass the secret on, *

, it will go well with the world,but if not,it will go 
ill.Jesus then in His words about the keys,and about 

''binding and loosing,is not interested in bestowing 
* Papal prerogatives and ecclesiastical authority upon 
. Peter,but He is interested in impressing upon this A- 
i postle the profound responsibility that rests upon 
' him as the sole posessor of the secret of eternal life.

This then is the simple import of this much 
i discussed,much abused,much misused passage.Jesus came 
i! into the world to establish the Kingdom of God by get-j 
I ting all people to 4o His Will.But this task was too i 
great for Him to accomplish in the short time which I 
jwas allotted to Him for His earthly Ministry.Hence He 
imust rely upon human agency,and the organized form 
[which human effort v;as to assume in the accoiaplishment j 
i of this great task is what Jesus meant by the Church. 
[Hence v/hen Peter gave evidence of the fact that he had 
•received a revelation v/hich made him capable of going i 

' forth as a herald of the Kingdom,Jesus pronounced him [ 
the founder of the Church,because he manifested a capac­
ity of doing the thing which Christ intended that the 1 
Church should do.

Jesus then conceived of the Church as the hu­
man agency whereby the Rule of God was to be estab­
lished on earth and in the hearts of men.It was the

r
iagencji which was to propagate the Gospel of the’ King- 
•dom.Perhaps it iS°going too far to say that Jesus 
•thought of the Church as an institution.He was conscious

..............   -  ! , ■■ , ■  :  7,„ .t, ,i gaswjssa 



I of bringing a new truth and a new life to the world. 
Experience most certainly had taught Him that this newi

I truth and life,if it was to be effective in the world, 
[must 'take on institutional form,as had the truths of i
II fehe old covenant.But while we may assume that Jesus
i conceived of the Church in it^j institutional character 
there is no evidence that He ijiequeathed unto it any 
'(specific type of organization,or any hard and fast ec­
clesiastical forms.

Our conclusion is that in Jesus’ view,the Church 
and the Kingdom were not identical,but the former was } 
instrumental to the latter.The relation of the Church ' 
to the Kingdom was that of the means to the end.The j
Kingdom was to be established through human agency\,and | 
the Church was the concrete definite form,which human 
[effort was to assume in the performance of this work. 1
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CHAPTER IV.
SUMMARY OP THE ELEMENTS IN .JESUS’ VIEW.

er,with a message of His ov/n.He was not moved "by the 
political and national hopes which stirred the’hearts 
of His fellow countrymen.His Kingdom was not a King­
dom of Israel,hut a Kingdom of humanity,vzhich was un- ’

i iversal in character,and which knew no racial or clasE'
I distinctions.
I With regard to the manner of the Kingdom’s ■
coming,there is a preponderance of evidence that He j 
was not posessed v/ith the mistaken apocalyptic notions' 
held hy most of His contemporaries.His many parables 1 
along with other sayings indicate that He expected the' 
Kingdom to have a history and to undergo a gradual pro­
cess of development.lt was not a future reality await^ 
ing establishment through some sudden catastrophe,but !

! it had already been instituted,and was present in the ; 
I hearts of those who were willing to submit their wills'!
• to the sovereignty of God.The conditions of entrance 
give proof of the spiritual character of the Kingdom. ’

i Nothing is said about circumcision or any Jewish rite I 
I or ceremony."Repent ^nd believe the Gospel" is the burj 
I den of Jesus’ preaching.A faith which includes repen- 
' tance,humility,and obedience is thought of as the sole' 
jcondition of entrance.A faith which is the equivalent I 
; of a humble)child-like spirit of self-committal to God 
as Father,expressing itself in a supreme loyalty, and I 
[perfect obedience,is the one qualification which fits !
I man for entrance into the Kingdom of ^hrist.
I  Jesus conceived the Kingdom both in its indi- 
1vidual and its social character.lt was the "summum bo-i 
inum" both for the individual and society.lt is true thkt 
I He addressed Himself pre-eminently to the individual, j 
but His insistence was upon social duties.The individ-; 
ual’was to save his life by losing his own selfish in­
terest in the interest of the whole.Christ’s object 
!was to save men and women to membership in an ideal soi 
;cial order.He wished to regenerate the Social Order,

In this closing Chapter we shall sum up brief! 
lythe elements contained in our Lord’s conception of j 
the Kingdom.The idea of a Kingdom of God was not orig^ 
inal with Him,but was quite primitive in its origin. I 
However He did give to the idea a nev/ significance. 
He did not share the mistaken views of His age,nei- I 
ther was He bound by the beliefs of the present or the 
past,but He had ideas peculiar to and characteristic ■! 
of Himself.His independent attitude toward the Mosaic | 
Law,the Messianic ideal of contemporaries,and the teach 
ing of John the Baptist,marks Him as an original Teach-

development.lt
character.lt
society.lt


! but Hig method of doing this was the regeneration of 
j the ihdividual in his soc,ial relatiohships.Furthermore! 
the duties which Jesus insisted upon were those which b 
.pettain to this present earthly life.Hence His Kingdom*!  
was not an otherworldly ideal in the sense that it J 
hore no relation to the present world.True it is not j 1 confined to this earth,being eternal and transcending J 
ithe limits of space and time,but the core of social f
relationships is identical with that which obtains II here and now.The same traits of character which qual- |- 
ify one for citizenahip in the eternal transcendent !

: Social Order,make him a better citizen in this present' 
social order.lt follows that Eternal Life in His eter-.I nal Kingdom,as proclaimed by the Founder of Chriatiani| 

, ty,is not irrelevant to the burning questions of the !l 
! houB.His teachings reveal a keen sympathetic interest Ji 
in the problems of the present life,yet He .views them 1 
"sub specie aeternitatis". I

There are a few additional elements in the Mas*  
■iter’s viewr of which we wish to make mention.He thought 
of the Kingdom as a Kingdom of Grace;the Parables of 
ithe Lost Sheep,the Lost 0oin,and the Lost Son point to' 
this conclusion as well as many other parables and say4 
ings.The j^ingdom is a gift from God. "Fear not little | 

J flock,for it is the Father’s good pleasure to give youJi 
the Kingdom."(Lk.12:32) He also conceived of the King-'' 
dom as a great family.Those v/ho do the Will of God arej 

j|His brethren.In this great family,God is Father and all 
are children of Himjhence the Kingdom is a Universal i| 
'IBrotherhood of mankind.Love is the ruling characteris-1 
, tic and the dominant motive of all its members.God is 
Sovereign,but He rules not by virtue of men’s fear of 
Him,but by virtue of their love for Him.He joyously be 
jstows His gracious benefits upon His children,because 
;He loves them,and they joyously render up obediehce i 
(unto Him because they love Him.A13 duty is robbed of j 
jits sting and its burdensomeness by becoming the spon-j! 
taneous expression of love.The Kingdom is one of perfect

■ joy and bliss;it is also one of perfect peace and har- ( jjmony; there is no clashing of wills,because al3 are | 
’’brought into harmonious relationship through perfect i 
iisubmission to the One Supreme will*
j The Hev/ Order is also a Kingdom of unselfish-
jness.The members thereof are dominated not by a spirit j 
j if getting but by a spirit of giving."It is more bless-j 
‘ed to give than to receive".Whatever posessions each
■ may have ,v/hether it be material,moral,intellectual,or , 

I
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spiritual,is conceived of as being held in trust,for 
the service of his fellows.If one’s ruling motive and 
passion is love,he vzill of course get more satisfac­
tion out of giving to others than he will get out of 
consuming upon self.lt follows that the Kingdom is a 
Kingdom of mutual service,of mutual helpfulness,of 
mutual love,a Kingdom of sharing up,a Kingdom of hi­
larious , joyous , unself ish giving.Such is the ideal whic 
the Great Teacher proclaimed,such is the ideal which 
hovers over the present world as a rainbow of promise 
and hope to all aspiring hearts.

ROBERT KENNEDY.

self.lt

