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II FOREWORD. %

)

We have tried to approach the study of thés
 8ubject with an unbiased mind.In our investigation,we *
ihave tried to assume not an apologetic,but an inquir-
ing spirit.We have not gone in search of evidence to |
prove certain foregone conclusions which we may have !
posessed from the beginning,but we have tried to find |
'out from an unprejudiced study of the records just
swhat Christ'!s view of the Kingdom actually was.We have
ﬂread the Literature on the subject,which was very vale
yuable in suggesting to us the various problems,but we
have tried to base our conclusions not on what the
books say,but on what Chriat gimself said.We read
through the Synoptic Gospels,gathering together under
each heading all the sayings of Christ which bore up-
on it,and then arrived at our ¢onclusions by an induc-
tive study of the words of Jesus.We derived most of ouy
‘material from the Synoptics,because we felt that in 1
ithese Gospels we have the teachings of Christ in their
imost primitive form.
fi
|

i
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CHAPTER I
' HISTORTCAL BACKGROUND.

”

' ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE IDEA OF A JEWISH THEOC-
RACY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

| The conception of a Kingdom of God was by
no means original with Jesus.It dates back into the
i dim distant past.The fact that Jesus simply announced
1 the Kingdom without defining it would imply an ac=-
| quaintance with the ideal on the part of His contem-
poraries.The phrase "Kingdom of God" is nowhere to be
found in the 01d Testament,but the idea is there.The
tidea of Israel as the Kingdom of Jehovah was present
jat the very beginning of O0ld Testament times,
' One of the most characteristic things about
the Israelitish people was that they placed their Gol-
den Age in the future.They were optimists.From the be-
ginning,the religion of Israel was a religion of hope.
The people believed that Jehovah,their God had a pe-
culiar destiny for them.Moses came to them with this
promise from Jehovah,-"If ye will obey my voice indeed
and keep my covenant,then shall ye be a peculiar trea-
sure unto me above all people;for all the earth is
‘mine."(Ex.19:5) Their God has a peculiar destiny for
them,and this destiny will be attained only as they
render up allegiance and obedience to Him.Jehovah and
He alone is their rightful Ruler.When the countrymen
of Gideon wished tb thrust the honor of kingship upon
thim,he responded thus,-"I will not rule over you;nei- |
ther will my son rule over you;the Lord shall rule ov-|
er you." (Judges 8:23) And when the people demanded of |
 Samuel a king,this was the equivalent of the deposi-
Ition of Jehovah,-"And the Lord said unto Samuel ,Heark-
.en unto the voice of the people in all that they say |
'unto thee;for they have not rejected thee,but they |
|have rejected me that I should not reign over them." |
|(18am.8:7) It would seem then that the idea of their |
]
|

ination as the Kingdom of Jehovah was quite primitive
ramong the Israelites.

. But how came it that they projected the King-
jdom into the future? Why did they come to look upon
the Kingdom of Jehovah as that which was yet to come?
The transition presupposes a more highly developed na-
ttional conscience.There came a stage in the develop-
ment of the nation's conscience,when the leaders of Is-
rael began to see that the real Israel was not the
Kingdom of Jehovah,for there were too many things to |
be found therein which were inconsistent with His holy|

\
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land righteous will.Still their faith in Jehovah as
King would not permit them to give up the idea of His
Kingdom;hence they projected it into the future as an
ideal yet to be attained.

We turn now to the history of Israel in or- |
!der to discover such events as may have been determi-
ining factors in the origin of the contrast between the|
uactual and the ideal.We find the origin and develop-
lment of this contrast in the period of the Monarchy. '
|When Samuel granted the request of the people for a |
.King,he gave them clearly to understand that in Choos-,
ling a kXing for themselves,they were rejecting the king-
ship of Jehovah. Henceforth then the Kingdom of Israel |
would not be the real Kingdom of Jehovah.But this con-)
trast comes out into greatest clearness near the close:
of the period of the Monarchy,at the time of the first|
canonical prophets,~Amos,Hosea,and Isaiah.This was an 1
age of social diaintegration and of moral decay.The
!eighth century prophets with their profound ethical in,
isight ,not only discerned that the actual Israel was i
'unfit to be called the Kingdom of Jehovah,but they al-l
80 insisted that the nation had become so bad that Je-
‘hovah could no longer endure its existence.They are :
iprophets of immediate doom;the "Day of Jehovah" is at
'hand.Yet they are peophets of ultimate hope;they be- p
1ive that on the ruins and wrecks of present Israel,
ta new and purified Israel will arise,a true Kingdom
Iof Jehovah.They foresee the awful disaster that awaits
‘their nation at the hands of foreign foes;yet they |
are not willing to admit that their God will be defeat|
ed.These other nations are only instruments in His
hands for the punishment of His own people.The idea of
Ithe universal Klngship of Jehovah is clearly brought
‘out in Isaiah.The experiences of the Exile further un-
iversalized and spiritualized the conception of the
Kingdom Robertspon sums up briefly the effects of the
\Exile thus,-"Thé Exile then,or tather the experiences
jof the people which led to it ,accompanied it and fole
'lowed it,prepared the faithful Israelites for the
thought of (1) a Kingdom of God within them;(2) & King
‘dom of God spiritual and world-wide;(3) a Kingdom of
'God in the life to come."®
When we try to ascertain the nature of the
'Kingdom which the 01ld Testament prophets hoped for,we
meet with considerable difficulty.Their language is
poetical and highly figurative;there is much diver-
genceé with respect to detail,yet there are some ele-

i
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ments in their various pictures,vhich are quite con- i
stant.In the new age they expect the House of David to:
be restored to its old time glory.lerael will have do-|
minion over the world and will enjoy inward peace and
prosperity.The new era will be one of social righteous
ness and justice.The subordination of other nations ‘
will not be enforced but will be voluntary.All nations!i
will share in the happiness and prosperity af Israel;
,all peoples will ebey the law and the will of God,and
will be bound together in peaceful and friendly rela-
itionships by their common devotion to Him.

4

' INFLUENCE OF APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE ON THE THEOCRATIC
*IDEAL .

ﬁ In the second century before Christ an event|
!took place which greatly stimulated the production ef
ﬂApocalyptic Literature.This was the persecution under
Antiochus Epiphanes,whereby he attempted to extirpate
the Jewish religion.This attempt served to revive and
'strengthen the natienal consciousness.The Jews saw *
ithat the world was in the grip of heathenism,still
their religion of hepe would not allew them to despair.
Jehovah their God was all pewerful and could net be de-
feated.Moreover conditiens were so bad that He could
'not. endyre them much lenger.Seon He would assert His !
power and superiority.He would suddenly bring the pre- |
:sent wicked age to a censummation,and institute a new !
ifera in which His autherity would be supreme.,
f We note in passing the contrast between the
procalyptic and the prophetic conceptions of the king- |
Eom.The former is the more pessimistic.The prophets be-
Fieve that the present has within it possibilities of |
;redemption.God is at work in the world overruling the
lwicked counsels of men,and building His Kingdom out of
material already at hand.But the apocalyptic writers
1ook upon the present world as hopelessly evil;the on-
fly thing God can do im to destroy it and make room for
.the new.The world has run ite course;it has exhausted
fall the good there is in it;hence it awaits destruction
lat the hands of the Lord.Moreover this destruction of i
the 0ld and establishment of the new will take place H
suddenly,not through a gradual process ag the prophets
would allow.Even the prophets looked for a speedy ful-h
‘€illment of their prophecies,yet they allowed some time,
or instance Jeremiah gave seventy years experience of
xile to prepare his people for the reception and ap-
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preciation of the blessings of the Kingdom,but not so&
with the apocalyptic writers.When God acts,He will act:
independently of natural causes;in a word the ushering
in of the new Kingdom will be a sudden miracle. i
The series of Jewish Apocalypses begins witw
Daniel,and extends down into the Christian era.In some
respects the teaching of Daniel is closely akin to
that of the prophets,yet he is to be classed with the
apocalyptic writers.He despairs of the present as irre
medaably evil,and looks for the sudden ushering in of f
the new dispensation by the miraculous intervention of
God.He carries the idea of the Kingdom beyond the
8tage at which it was left by the prophets.As he sur-
veys the history of the past,there arises before him
the picture of four great earthly powers which have ue.
surped the sovereignty of Jehovah,sThe Babylonian,Per-|
sian,Median,and Macedonian.These great powers assume
. the forms of beasts which rise up and then disappear. ﬁ
, The next power which shall arise will be Israel herself
appearing in the likeness of a®"Son of Man",and marking
- the beginning of a reign of God which shall endure for
i ever.Daniel merely lays stress on the fact of a divine,
Fsovereignty soon to be established;he leaves it to his!
'successors to elaborate the idea of the coming Kingdom
! When we examine the works of these apocalyp-
itic writers,we find that the conception of the Kingdom|
‘underwent some important changes in their hands.With |
them the national interest became a still more promi-
nent factors than with the prophets.The long continued
domination and oppression by foreign powers served to
lwhet the hatred of the Jew for the Gentile.Hence the
later Jew was not willing to give the Gentile such a
prominent place in the new kingdom.The reign of God
.was to extend to all nations,but the Gentiles were to |
‘have a suhordinate place in His Kingdom.The Jews were |
to be the favored and free citizens,and while all the |
yGentiles would come to recognize the sovereignty of
LJehovah,they could never be any more than aliens in
IHis realm,The ethical interest is also manifest in i
.these apocalyptic writers,but under a changed aspect. |
1They try to find in their 'doctrine of a coming age,a |
'solution for the moral rroblem.Israel in spite of her
superior righteousness had long been a suffering nation
Many cases were ohserved in which righteous individualg
‘suffered at the hands of the ruthless and the wicked.

e

ighteousness,and in the new age all injustices and in-
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“gut Jehovah was soon to reveal Himself as the God of
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-{Mary has a distinctive Jewish cast,-"He hath given helyp
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I

“Tequalities would be set right.Every nation and every;mT

individual would be rewarded according to its merits. %
Hence while men can do nothing to hasten the coming of}
the Kingdom,they can live in such a way as to insure

for themselves a place in it when it does arrive.There
is also to be found in the apocalyptic writers a large!
speculative element,which is not so evident in the pro¢
phets. -

|

'YIEW OF THE KINGDOM HELD BY CHRIST'S CONTEMPORARIES,
tAS GLEANED FROM THE SCRIPTURES.

1

i

by Christ's contemporaries,we find a great deal of ma-
iterial in the Scriptures themselves.There is ample ev-
iidence that it was to be predominantly a Jewish King-
édom.The ancient line of David was to be restored.

Mk.21:10 & Mk.12:35) (Lk.1:32,33) The Magnificat of

With respect to the view of the Kingdom heldl
I

to Israel His servant,that He might remember mercy,as

forever.(Lk.1:54,55) The national element is still mor
‘prominent in the song of Zacharias,-(Lk.1l:68-80) The
song of Simeon however gives to the Gentiles a portiomi
iin the blessings of the Kingdom,-"Now lettest thou thy |
'servant depart,Lord,according to thy Word,in peace;for
mine eyes have seen thy salvation,which thou hast pre-
pared before the face of all peoples;a light for reve-
lation to the €entiles,and the glory of thy people Is-
rael."(Lk.2:29-32)

| There are also many indications that the peo-)
ple of our Lord"s day were expecting a Political King—ﬁ
‘dom.The fact that Herod was so anxious to get rid of !
the One who was born to be King of the Jews,that he :
slew all the infants in his realm,would imply an expec-!
tation that the new-born King was to be his political °
Tival.We find further evidence in the Temptation of 3
Christ.When Satan took Jesus up into the mountain and
Showed Him all the kingdoms of the world,and offered
these to Him,he simply tempted Jesus to comply with the
popular expectation.The people believed that when the
Messiah should come,He would make Himself Master of the
{world,and through His people Israel rule all the na-
tions of the earth from Jerusalem as center.Hence Je-
'sus was tempted to be the kind of a King that the peo-
iple expected Him to be.The request of Salome(nt.20:20fi
&lso indicates a popular belief in a Political Kingdom,

He spake unto our Fathers,toward Abraham and his seed gv

A re  smmrmemen
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'and the attitude assumed by the Galileans after Christq
ihad performed the miracle of the feeding of the five !
thousand points to -the same conclusion.Perceiving in
ithis miracle a token of Christ's Messiahsehip,they were!
'desirous at once to take Him by force and to make Him ﬂ
ia. King.(John 6:14,15) However there was a class of more
'gpiritually minded people in Israel,for whom the politd
jical aspect of the kingdom was subordinate to the mor-;
al aspect.Israel was to achieve political freedom,even|
ipolitical domination,but this was not an end in itself
\The ultimate purpose was & moral and religious one.Thig
icomes out clearly in the song of Zacharias,-®To grant [
{unto us that we being delivered out of the hands of '
jour enemies,should serve Him without fear,in holiness ﬁ
'and righteousness before Him all our days."(Lk.1:74)
| As regards the manner in which the people of,
Jesus! day expected the kingdom to come,there are many
|passages which imply that they believed its advent !
twould be accompanied by certain outward manifestations.
.The Pharisees were constantly nagging Jesus for a signl
' erom heaven.(}t.16:1 & Hk.szll-lsf The scrivdes taught |
‘that Elijah must first come and restore all things. !
"(Mk.,9:10-13) When Satan suggested to Jesus that He cast
'Himself down from the pinnacle of the Temple ,he tempted
"Him to work wonders and signs in order to win the pop-;
"“ulace to a belief in His Messiahship.This throws some 1
:1ight upon the kind of a Messiah the people were ex- j
!

ipecting.lastly Jesus warned His hearers that the "king
idom of heaven cometh not with observation",i.e.it was |
mot to be accompanied by such outward manifegtations 1
.as they expected.(Lk.17220-21) y
! One would infer from the former passages tha@
ithey looked for the kingdom to appear suddehly and mie
Praculously.ﬁut there is still further evidence to this}
jeffect."They supposed that the Kingdom of God was imme-!
'diately to aprear.®(Lk,19:11) And even after Christ's
{Resurrection,when He apreared to His disciples,they
asked Him,-"Lord,dost thou at this time restore the J
Kingdom of Israel?Y(Acts 1:6) Surely the Scripture ref
‘erences which bear upon this subject,point to the con-
iclusion that the contemporaries of Jesus inclined more
ﬂto the apocalyptic than to the spiritual view of the
‘ecoming kingdom., , ¥
i} I
JOHN THE BAPTIST'S CONCEPTION OF THE KINGDOM. ﬁ
A close study of the record of John's minis- i
dtry and teaching reveals to us that in his view of the |
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Mcingdom,the moral and ethical interest predominates.
'The constant burden of his message 1s,-"Repent ye for
I the kingdom of heaven is at hand" Furthermore with him

ﬂthe word "repent® has an ethical connotation.Wnen the ! ‘

1people come to him and ask what they shall do in orderﬁ
»to repent and prepare for the coming kingdom,he defineg
repentance in such a way as to emphasige the moral as-|
ipect.He urges the soldiers to cease from violence and k
iblackmail,and the publicans to desist from graft.He k
iwarns the Pharisees not to rely upon their descent fro
qAbraham to save them from the impending doom,but to
1bring forth fruits worthy of repentance.Justice and I
'mercy are urged upon all by the terse injunction,-"He i
jthat hath two coats,let him impart to him that hath
none,and he that hath food,let him do likewise."(Lk.Sznl
John looks upon the new age then as one of moral and |
social righteousness. !
It is an open question whether he ghared the!
political hopes and aspirations of his age.The records |
|

i
)
|

ithrow 1ittle or no light upon this problem.Some argue
that John must have-embodied the national hopes in his
preaching,or he could never have aroused the wide pop-
ular interest,which was evidently the accompaniment of
Mhis ministry,.As a mere preacher of righteousness, he
could not have made such a profound popular impression
and could not have aroused such wide enthusiasm among
his countrymen.But this argument is not at all conclu-
sive.Jesus was a popular preacher,and yet He constante-
ly discouraged the political hope.John's disparaging
|reference to descent from Abraham rather indicates that;
he was somewhat antagonistic to the striotly national !
'view of the coming kingdom.But the evidence on both !
‘sides of the question is scanty.We conclude then that |
yohn's attitude toward the national expectations of his!
day is indeterminate. _ !
! But concerning the manner of the coming of ;
» the kingdom,John is more at one with his contemporarieg
' There is every indication that he shared the apocalyp-|
tic view.The great crisis was at hand;the hew era woulfd
i
I
|

be ushered in immediately by a Day of Judgment."And ev
' en now the axe lieth at the rcot of the tree;every tre
| therefore that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down and cast into the fire"(ILk.3:9) The Messiah will
rappear in the roles of a Mighty Judge."Whose fan is in
|His hand,thoroughly to cleanse His threshing-floor,and
lto gather the wheat into His garner;but the chaff He
will burn with unquenchable fire." The unrighteous of
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of the world will meet with sudden destruction,and th
righteous will constitute the seed of the new kingdom
(Lx.3:17) It was Jesus' failure to bring about this
speedy consummation that led John to doubt Hig Messi- |
ahship.(Lk.7:20)

’ It has been our aim thus far to discover and
point out the historical precedents of Christ's view
of the Kingdom.But what was His attitude toward the
teaching of His predecessops,and the beliefs of His
contemporaries? We turn now to the consideration of
this problem.

—
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3 THFE RELATION OF JESUS!' TEACHING TO THAT OF HIS PREDE- '
J CESSORS AND TO THE BELIEFS OF HIS CONTEMPORARIES. E
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| Was Jesus a child of His own age,and if so a
to what extent® Was His view of the Kingdom the pro= |
duct of inheritance and environment,or was it origina
with Him? This question is central to any discussion !
of Christ's conception of the Kingdom.Now we are wille
ing to admit that yesus was a child of His age,but we
are not willing to admit that He was a slave of His
| age.He drew largely from the present and the past,yet !
{ there was a distinotively meéw elément in His teachings
, which cannot escape the eye of any unprejudiced obser-
‘iver.He was like the householder who brought forth out i
of his treasure things both new and old.{t.13:52) He |
" had all reverence for His distinguished predecessors, |
qyet He was not a traditionalist.He taught as one hav- !
i ing authority,and not as the scribes.(ik,1:22)

{
" ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LAW OF MOSES. |

2

! We turn first to Jesus' attitude toward the
|Mosaic Legislation,and discover that it is one of sym-
I pathy.He is not a free lance or a revolutionist.He
igives His hearers clearly to understand that He came
not to destroy,but to fulfill.Not cone jot or tittle of
the Law shall pass away till all be fulfilled.Those i
twho break the least commandments and teach men so, |
shall be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven,but
tthese who do and teach them shall be called great in
{the Kingdom of Heaven.(Mt.5:17-21) However Jesus can-
inot mean by this statement that the letter of the Law |
awill be obligatory in His Kingdom,even to the last de-|
tail,as the scribes taught.The words following verse
,21,1in which He transcends the letter of the Law in the|
syinterest of its spirit,preclude such an interpretation.
iHe came to fulfill the spirit and purpose of the Law.
‘He came to do perfectly what the Law and the Prophets
'had done only imperfectly.He is one with them in aim, |
ibut not in method.
h There are still other indications of His
friendly attitude toward the Mosaic Law.Though He has
little reverence for the Pharisees who sit on Moses!

|
‘ seat,He does respect their offtce,and advises the peo-
|

]
i
|

i

e S,

ple to obey what they say,even though they may not im-
itate what they do.He conmands the healed leper to go

to the priest and get his bill of health "as Moses

. comnanded®.(Mk.1:44) In the Parable of Lazarus,He ex- |
plicitly states that the way of salvation is set forth

| with such clearness in Moses and the Prophets,that no




|
i
b
I
[l
i

one will be excused for not finding it therein. ,
(Lx.16:28f) All of these references go to show that Jé
sus at least did not assume a disparaging attitude toj
ward the lLaw. .

Still He professes to transcend the Law by |
a higher teaching."The Law and the Prophets were un- |
|
|

til John;from that time the Gospel of the Kingdom of
God is preached."”(Lk.16:17) He is conscious of bring-'
ing in a new age,the ppirit of which is inconsistent i
with the forms of the 0ld.The old forms and tradition
al observances such as fastings,are as inappropriate
to the spirit of the new order which He brings in,as
a new patch on an old garment,or new wine in 0ld wine
skins.(Mk.2:18-22) His indifference to ceremonial ob-
servances is such.as to render Him a heretic in good
orthodox Jewish circles.He is criticised severely for
eating with defiled and unwashed hands,and then de-
fends Himself in such a way as to set at naught the |
whole Ceremonial Law.Calling the multitudes to Him, |
He says,-"Hear me all of you and understand.There is |
nothing from without the man;that going into him can
defile him;but the things that proceed out of the man
are those that defile him.%Mk.7:1-22) It is also wor-
thy of note that Jesus did not have a single word to [
say about circumcision,which was the distinctive mark
of the o0ld Jewish Covenant.

Christ's independence of the traditions of
the past is also manifested by His attitude toward the
Jewish Babbath.He is not averse to the ohservance of
the Sabbath,as He seems to be to the keeping of the
ceremonial law,but He insists on keeping it in His own
way,and even justifies His conduct by an appeal to the
Scriptures.His spirit of freedom is especially manifes
in the statement,-"The Son of Man is Lord of the Sab-
bath®. He is not a slave of the past,but a Master of
the past and its ipstitutions.(Lk.6:1-11) He even as- |
serts His superiority to the Temple,declaring that, :
"One greater than the Temple is here".(Mt.12:6) '

Furthermore His attitude toward the moral
law as contained in the Ten Commandments,marks Him as I
an original teacher.In the Sermon on the Mount (Mt .5:21'F
the solemn "It was said by them of olden time-----but |
I say unto you" is repeated five times.Some may argue
that Jesus was simply interpreting to the people the
original meaning of these commandments,but there is-no
evidence that they were ever conceived of in the way

L
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in which He conceived of them.A further indication of |
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WlHis originality is to be found in the emphasis which

e
|

He places on the commandment which enjoins upon man |
rlove to God and Mis neighbor.(Mk,12:28-34) Of coursé |
' this was not a "new commandment",as John the Beloved i
puts it,but Jesus placed upron it a new emphasis and
' gave to it an unheard of significance,when He said,-
, "On these two commandments,the whole Law hangeth, and k

" the prophets".In His teaching on divorce (Mt.19:1-12 |

'& Mk.10:1- 12),Jesue also transcends the Law of Moses q
1by a higher Law of His own making. h

/

5{ ATTITUDE TOWARD THE MESSIANIC IDEAL. |
' In this connection we wish to examine the at}
itltude of Jesus toward the Messianic hopes and expec-
i tations of His day.Does He show any originality here?

In the first place we will search out the evidence for
jChrist's Messianic consciousness.We find many passages
"which either state directly or imply that Jesus consid
l ered Himself to be the Messiah.When Peter makes his
confession,-"Thou art the Christ"(Lk.9:18f & Mk.8:27f)
Jesus assents to it.He claims power on earth to for-
'give sins,and thus virtually asserts His equality with'
: God. (Lk.5:24) His triumphal entry into Jerusalem is no4

e

thing less than a public declaration of His Messiahship.

'(Mk.11:1f)The statement contained in Matt.ll: 27,-"Al11
"things have been delivadred unto Me fo My Father; and no
ione knoweth the Son save the Father;neither doth any

know the Father save the Son,and he to whomsoever the
Son willeth to reveal Him" implies .the consciousness |
;of a unique relation to God which is appropriate to l

'no one less than the Messiah Himself.In reply to the
!question of Pilate (Mk.15:2),He openly declares Himsell
ito be the King of the Jews, and in the course of His tri
‘al before the Jewish High Priest (LX.22:70) He profes-
"ses Sonship to God.We proceed on the basis then that .
HJesus believed Himself to be the prophesied Messiah., |

But the question which concerns us most in
our present discussion is this,-Did He act as the peo-
iple were expecting the Messiah to act?There is much evs
1idence to the contrary.We have already noted that du-
|ring the period of temptation,which came at the very
Lbeginning of His Ministry,Jesus steadfastly refused to
be the kind of a Messiah that the people wished Him to
'be.He would not make His Ministry predominantly a phy-
'sical one by using His miraculous power to feed people}
Iand thus to minister to their physical wants.{Lk.4:4 |
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i & John 6:30~-40) He would not work wonders merely to ?
{ show that He had power to do so.(Lk.4:9-12 & Mt.12:38)
» Ho# would not yield to the popular demand and use His |
miraculous power to make Himself the political Master '
] of the world.(Dk.4:5%8) When the people tried to take |
i Him by force and make Him King {John 6:15),Jesus evad-
" €d them and slipped away into the mountain to pray.He !
{ declared that the Kingdom of God would not comeé "with
| observation™ as they supposed.{(Lk.17:20-21) He also

1 corrected the notion that it was Boon to appear.
(1x.19:11) And after Peter had made his Great @onfes-

sad news that "the Son of Man must suffer many things
and be rejected by the elders and chief priests,and

dence that He was not the kind of a Messiah that the
people were expecting

ATTITUDE TOWARD THE TEACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.

The independent spirit which Jesus assumed
toward the Messianic ideal is further illustrated by
the way in which John the Baptist was disaprointed in

sion,Jesus shocked him and the other disciples by the

scribes and be killed"(Mk.8:31) In short the very fact:
that Jesus was rejected of His age is conclusive evi- |

i

Him.While in prison,John sent messengers to Jesus with

e Sk S e

for another?"Jesus replied by pointing to the gracious
works of His Ministry,but these were the very things

expected the Messiah to come as a Mighty Judge,with

' His "fan in his hand",working a speedy consummation.
But Jesus conceived of the Messiah as a Redeemer,-
?"The spirit of the Lord is upon Me,because He hath an-
ointed me to preach the Gospel unto the poor;He hath

yering of sight to the blind,to set at liberty them tha
yare bruised,to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lor
{His were "words of grace" instead of words of judgment
; such as John pronounced.In no place is Jesus' tran-

| scendent conception of the kingdom set forth with such
unmigtakable clearness as in His eulogy of John the
Baptist.(Lk.7:24f) After declaring John to be more
than a prophet,and the greatest of those born of women
He assetts that "he that is but little in the Kingdom
of God is greater than he".These words are most cer-

lsus that His view of the Kingdom far transcends that

= o i, e

the question,-"Art thou 'he that should come,or look we}

which constituted a stumblingblock to the Baptist.John

sent me to proelaim release to the captives,and recove|

i

itainly indicative of a consciousness on the part of Jey
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held by the greatest of His predecessors and contempo-
raries.We conclude then that the position held by
some that Jesus shared the views of the Kingdom which
were common to His age,is untenable in view of the
vast amount of Scriptural evidence to the contrary.




14.

TREEE e TR

2 CHAPTER III.

!

SOME PROBLEMS CONCERNING CHRIST'S CONCEPTION OF THE
' KINGDOM .

1]
=X L

| NATIONAL OR UNIVERSAL?

There are many problems which arise in con-
nection with Jesus' conception of the Kingdom,and the
first one which we shall discuss is that which per-
tains to its universality.Did Jesus conceive Himself
as being sent simply to the Lost Sheep of the House of
Israel,or to all nations and to all peoples?Was His
Jconscious purpose merely to make Israel a righteous,
land restore her to political supremacy,or was it to
found a universal kingdom of a moral and spiritual
icharacter,comprising all nations and all classes of
' people?The preponderance of evidence in the Seripture !
'is on the side of universality. ;
: The Temptation Experience came at the very
?beginning of our Lord's public Ministry,and even at ;
"this early period in His career,He rejected strenuous-
ly the national ideal of the gingdom.He steadfastly re:
:fused to use His miraculous power to gain the mastery
i0f the world for Himself and His nation.(Mt.4:1-11 &

1 Lk.4:1-12) He calls His disciples the "light" of the 4
‘world and the "galt®™ of the earth(Mt.5:13-16),and in |
' explaining the parable of the tares,He makes the statel
,ment that the field is the yorld.(Mt.13:38) He marvels|
'at the remarkable faith manifested by the Roman Centu-!
| rion,saying that He has found so great faith,not even b
lin Israel.He goes on to remark,"that many shall come |
1from the east and the west,and shall sit down with A- ‘
braham,and Isaac and Jacobd in the kingdom;but the sons
of the kingdom shall be cast forth into outer darkness
,(Mt.8:5-13) Words of the same import are to be found !
iin another connection,{lk.13:22-30) He declares in the!
hpresence of the Pharisees,who laid first claim to the |
Kingdom because they were descendants of Abraham,thsat
the publicans and the harlots shall go in before them.
) (Mt.21:31) Christ's frequent association with the neg-
.lected groups of Society is a further indication that
'He expected the kingdom to comprise all classes of peo;
ple as well as all nations.His refusal to be made a A
IKing by the enthusiastic multitude after the feeding df
lthe five thousand is almost conclusive evidence that |
He rejected the politico-national view of the Kingdom
‘held by most of His countrymen.

F Jesus showed Himself to be singularly free
'from Jewish prejudice.In the story of the ten lepers
,who were healed,it was a Samaritan,a Gentile,who re-
iturned to give thanks.(Lk.17:11-19] Again in the Par-
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, able of the Good Samaritan,Jesus made a Gentile the a
. hero of His story.(Lk.10:25f) When James and John,mov-
; ¢d by an all consuming race hatred,wished to call downj
| fire from heaven to consume the Samaritans who would F
Inot allow their Master and His disciples to pass thru h
1 their city,Jesus rebuked them.(Lk.9:51f) In rebuking |
| the Pharisees who demanded a sign foom heaven,our Lordd
told them that the heathen,the Queen of Sheba and the

!Ninevites,would rise up in judgment against them be- ‘
' cause of their unbelief.(Lk.11:29-31)

The drif$ toward universalism in the Master!'
teaching is also manifest in many of His parables.ln
the Parable of the Prodigal Son,the attitude of the i
elder brother who is angry at the return of the Prodi-
gal,is evidently designed to illustrate the attitude
which the Pharisees assumed toward Christ's treatment |
+ of the Gentiles and the outcast classes.lk.15:25f.In
{ the Parable of the Slighted Invitation,the Jews are re
' resented as neglecting their opportunity,which is passy
;ed on to the Gentiles.(Lk.14:7-24) In the Parable of
 the Barren Fig Tree,Jesus practically pronounces Judg-
jment upon the Jewish nation(Lk.13:6-9),and in the Par-
able of the Wicked Husbandmen,there is no question a-
bout the judgment which He pronounces upon His own cou
i try.The following explicit statement is of no uncertaih

import,-"What therefore will the Lord 6f£ the vineyard q
'do?He will come and destroy those husbandmen and give ﬂ
'the vineyard to others".(Mt.21:33-46 & Mkx.12:1-12 & |
4Lk .20:9-18) The Last Commission of the Lord also shows#

that He entertained the conception of a Kingdom,which '
tknew no national limits."Go ye therefore and make dis-ﬂ
rciples of gll nations,baptizing them into the name of '
i the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirdit."(Mt.28:19)]
|0r again,"And that repentance and remission of sins !
jsllould be preached in His name unto gl) nations,begin-p
‘'ning at Jerusalem."(Lk.24:47) :
; But not all the evidence is on the one side ﬁ
tof this question.There are a few passages which seem
1to imply that Jesus held to a national view of the |
'kingdom.When He sent the twelve out on their Mission-
jary Tour,He charged them thus,-"Go not into any way ofi
Ithe Gentiles,and enter not into any city of the Samar- |
"itans,but go rather to the Lost Sheep of the House of i
|Israel.”(Mt.10:5,6) Again when the Syro-Phoenician wo-
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man came to Him,and besought Him to heal her daughter,
3He answered,-"I was not sent but the Lost Sheep of the

iHouse of Israel".And when she further insisted,He re- |
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plied,-"It is not meet to take the children's bread
and cast it to the dogs".(Mt.15:21-28) When Pilate ask
ed Him if He was the King of the Jews,He answered in
the affirmative.(Mt.27:11) And by His triumphal entey
]1nto Jerusalem,He virtually declared Himself to be the|
' Jewish Mbssiah. f

However a close scrutiny of these passages
will reveal that they by no means prove that Jesus wash
dominated by the national ideal.There was a good rea- |
son for forbidding the twelve to go among the Gentilesy
and the Samaritans;their inexperience,and their race
' prejudice,from which they were as yet not free, ren-
idered them unfit for such a task.We have here evidences].
'of the tact of our ord.His words to the Syro-Phoeni~
‘cian woman must be understood in the light of the pur~
bpose which prompted them.In a bantering way Jesus puts
"her faith to the test,and He finds her equal to the
"occasion.The very fact that He,moved by her faith,com-
'plied with her request,would imply that He really did
inot believe Himself to be confined in His mission to
the Israelites alone.Lastly,His assertion of His King-:
ship of the Jews by no means denies His Kingship of 1
!the whole world;He understood this in the sense of the!
101d time prophets,who believed that the Jewish Messiah
fwould be a world Messiah.Our conclusion then is that
in His conception of the Kingdom,Christ was dominated
by the"universal" view.

PRESENT AND SPIRITUAL OR FUTURE AND APOCALYPTIC?

Did Jesus conceive of the Kingdom as a pre-
Qsent gpiritual reality,or as a future crisal event?
'Did He think of it as being already present,undergoing
a gradual process of development,or did He conceive of
|it as being about to appear suddenly through some great .
lcatastrophe?In other words,was His the spiritual or th
‘apocalyptic view of the Klngdom°This is perhaps the ?
imost important problem which we have to consider.The |
'lanswer to this question has far reachlng consequences., %
The solution of the problem is by no means easy as is !
vevidenced by the fact that the greatest of scholars L
disagree with respect to it.Dr.H.C.Sheldon,Dr.A.B.Brucd,
\Dr .Robertson in his"Regnum Dei" ,David Smith Prof.Bey~ |
+schlag in his N.T.Theology,are among the scholars who 1
'maintaiyi that Jesus was dominated by the spiritual
jview of the Kingdom.On the other hand Prof.Weiss,Prof.1
IE.F.Scott ,Prof.Albert Schweitzer are among those who !
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i hold that the apocalyptic was the ruling point of vie&

in His mind.Among the more recent writers,there is a |
marked tendency in the direction of the last named po+
sition.However .after having made an inductive study
of all the passages of Scripture bearing upon this
subject,we find no reason for departing from the more
congservative standpoint.The thesis which we shall at-
tempt to establish is this,~In His conception of the
Kingdom,the apocalyptic is not the ruling point of
view in the mind of Jesus. [
Those who contend that Christ was dominated j
by the apocalyptic conception do so on the ground thati
He must have shared the view point of His own age.His |
predecessors and contemporaries expected the xingdom ‘
to appear suddenly and miraculously;everybody held to :
this idea,and of course -Jesus could have been no ex-
ception.He shared the views of His age on this as well:
as on other matters.But in the second Chapter of this
treatise we have shown at length that Jesus did not
share the views of His age on all other matters.He was
characterized by a marked originality,and a unique .in-!
dependence of spirit.His conception of the Law of Mo-
ses is unique,far transcending that of His own age.Hig
attitude toward the Messianic ideal is far different

C—r

view of the Kingdom is so different even from that of
John the Baptist,that the latter fails to see in Him
the promised Messiah.At every turn in the teaching of §
Christ we find that which is new and distinctive of
Himself.We can expect Him them to have His own charac-g
teristic view of the Kingdom. L
Furthermore the apocalyptic view is based on!
a conception of the world and a conception of God,nei-|
ther of which is compatible with the teaching and con-
duct of Jesus.The apocalyptic writers look upon the
present world as irremediably evil.It contains within
itself no possibilities of redemptiog.God is not pre-
sent in the world working out ite salvation,but it is
given over completely to the dominion of Satan.There
is no reforming the order that now is;it must be de- |
stroyé&d in order to make place for the new. 1
Jesus most cdertainly did not assume such a
pessimistic attitude toward the now existing world.He |
was not an ascetic.In this respect He contrasts Himself
with John the Baptist.The Forerunner came neither eat- |
ing bread hor drinking wine,but the Son of Man came g
both eating and drinking.(Lk.7:33-34) He sees the hand |
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|redemption and has failed does He assume the role of

]
of the Father in the sunshine and the rain,which He & i

sends upon the just and the unjust.He sees marks of the
Divine Providence in the growing grass and the bloom- |
ing 1ilies of the field.In His parables He takes the
ordinary experiences of work-a-~day life,and makes them
to be vehicles of His eternal and spiritual truths.His!
attitude toward the present world was one of the keen=-
est sympathy.He came not to judge or to destroy it but
to save it. . i
Again the apocalyptic view is based on the conf
ception of God as a Mighty Judge.The God of the apoca-!
lyptist is moved not by mercy bul by justice.His ob- !
ject is not to redeem,but destroy.His Mighty arm is up|
lifted and the blow is soon to fall.,Already the axe 1id
eth at the root of the tree,and every tree that bring-
eth not forth good fruit is to be cut down.How differ~
ent is Jesus in the Parable of the Barren Fig Tree.He
represents God as giving the tree another chance,and
doing all within His power to make it fruitful.The !
God of Jesus is preeminently a God of grace and love. I
I

.

¥

His primary interest is In redeeming the world.Witness
the Parables of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin and

the Lost Son in the fifteenth chapter of St.Luke.lt is
true that in Jesus' view of God the element of justice
appears,but it is made subordinate.Mercy comes before |

i

justice,and not till God has e®hausted every means of l

Judge.

The gracious character of Jesus' Miniastry is
clearly expressed in the words which He read from Isa-
iah and which He applied to Himself in the synagogue
at Nazareth(Lk.4:16f) It is evident from these words
that He was conscious of His mission as that of a Re-
deemer.Compare the tenor of these words with the spir-
it of those spoken by the Baptist,-"Whose fan is in
His hand,and He will thoroughly purgeé the threshing
floor;the wheat He will gather into the garner,but the
chaff He will burn with fire unquenchable.® No wonder
that John did not recognize in the gracious Christ thel
Messiah whom he expected to come,executing immediate
judgment upon all sinners.

Ve turn now to the Scriptural accounts,and we
find there considerable evidence that Jesus did not ex!
pect a sudden and catastrophic appearance of the King-
dom of God.FTirst there are the parables which denote
growth,such as that of the Mustard Seed,the Tares,the
Sower ,and the Blade,the Ear,the Full Corn in the Ear.
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ﬂAll of these parables clearly imply that Jesus must
have expected the Eingdom to have a history.The para- |
ble of the leaven points also in the direction of bve- L
lief in a gradual development.The Parable of the Unjust
Judge(Lk.18:1-8)may be conceived of as an exhortation |
to faithfulness in prayer in view of the delayed com-
» ing of the gingdom.The closing words,-"Nevertheless ]
i when the Son of Man cometh,shall He find faith on eartﬁ"
| rather indicate such an interpretation.The Parables ﬁ
which enjoin watchfulness and work,such as the Parable
of the Ten Virgins,the Parable of the Talents,the Par-a
able of the Pounds,the Parable of the Faithful and ths[
i
i

R

i Unfaithful Servants,rather give the impression that

they were designed to prepare the disciples for the ;
Idisappointment which they must meet with in their ex-
jpectation that the Kingdom of God was soon to appear. |
iIt is true that some have seen in these Parables ex- i

T

hortations to faithfulness in view of the speedy ad-

gvent of the new era,but evidence for the otHer interpr
ytation is to be found in the preface to the Parable of!
{the Pounds which runs as follows,-"And as they heard |
I these things,He added and spoke a parable,because He

was nigh to Jerusalem,and because they supposed that

the Kingdom of God was immediately to appear."(Lk.19:11)
! Another indication that Jesus expected the fi-
inal coming and consumration of the Kingdom to be post~!
'poned indefinitely is to be found in the statements tol
‘the effect that the Gospel was to be preached through-|
out the world.{Mt.26:13 & 24:14. Mk.14:9 & 13:10) Sure-
i1y Jesus was not so0 ignorant that He expected such a :
'feat to be accomplished in His own generation.There k
are also many sayings of Christ,the import of which isj
fhat the Kingdom is already present.In His eulogy of
John the Baptist He says that he that is least jin the
,Kingdom of heaven is greater than Johan{Mt.11:11).In

«many instances He speaks of people as already entering]
the Kingdom."The Kingdom of God 8 preached and every

.man entereth violently into it".{Rk.16:16) aAgain,-"The.
ipublicans and harlots go into the Kingdom of God befored
‘you" was spoken to the Pharisees.Jesus also accused th
'‘Pharisees of shutting up the Kingdom of God against men
saying,-"For ye enter not in yourselves;neither suffer}
'ye them that are entering to enter."The pfatement in k
Luke 10:24 to the effect that many prophets and kings ﬁ
ihad desired to see and hear the things which the dis- g
iciples were seeing and hearing,leads us to infer that

Jesus must have meant that the Kingdom for which the ﬁ
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! Xings and prophets had long been looking was now pre-
{[sent.In Luke 11:20,Jesus points to His casting out of
i demons as evidence that the gingdom has already come.
i But the most conclusive proof that He held to
} the spiritual view of the Kingdom,and that He conceiv-
"ed of it as being already present is to be found in i
i the words which he spoke to the Pharisees in reply to .
» their question when the Kingdom of God was to come. ;
He answered them thus,-"The Kingdom of God cometh not
Iwith observationjneither shall they say Lo,here or Lo |
| there;for behold the Kingdom of God is within you".
| How Jesus could have spoken these words if He had ex- !
" pected the new era to be ushered in through some great,
i catastrophe is unintelligible. |
But there is a sense in which Jesus conceived
. of the Kingdom as future.He spoke of it as being alreal
' dy here,but He also spoke of it as yet to come.He spok
*of some as already entering it,but He also spoke of it!
as that which was to be received,or that which was to a
'be entered at a later date.How reconcile these two b
seemingly contradictory views?Now the original word f
y "Bagileia®,which is translated Kingdom,has a double |
?connotation.It may mean the rule of God or it may mean!
« the realm of God.It may refer to His moral sovereignty
lor it may refer to the realm in which that sovereignty
obtains.Now the Kingdom of God,as the Rule of God,is
already present.To the extent that the moral sover-
eignty of God prevails in the world,to that extent is |
His Kingdom already here.In the Lord's prayer the com-
iing of the Kingdom is identified with the doing of God
*Will on earth.We enter the Kingdom when we begin to dolf
i the Will of God."Not every one that sayeth unto me Lor
jbord shall enter into the Kingdom of heaven;but he tha%
idoeth the Will of My Father in Heaven".(Mt.7:21) In r
'Christ's day the Kingdom of heaven was at hand in the
|sense that the Will of God was being made accessible.
‘In His teachings and His Life and His Work,Jesus made
raccessible to men the knowledge of God's Will,and also
‘the ability to do His Will.The xingdom of God ar the
iRule of God was brought near in the sense that the
Inew Revelation of God as a God of love would constrain
men to yield up their hearts in filial obedience to ’
Him.,

—
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But as long as there is evil in the world,the
conscience of man will not permit him to rest content
with a purely present view of the Kingdom.There must
be sometime and somewhere a realm in which the moral

L
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» sovereignty of God is supreme.Hence the perfected King-
dom is projected into the future.The Kingdom as it nowj
ig is in an imperfect state.This is evidently the 1mpo rt
of the parables of the tares and the drag-net.Bvil and|
good exist alongside one another in the present King- |
dom,but the time will come when there will be a final
separation.All those things which are contrary to the
'Will of God must be destroyed,and His sovereignty must
| be supreme.Then the perfected kingdom will have made
.its appearance.The Kingdom of God was present then in
the days of our Lord in the sense that it had already 4
been institutd,and was in a process of development,but,
it was future as awaiting its final consummation.Most |,
of the sayings of Christ can be understood from this |
1 standpoint ,but there are a-few of His statements which'
demand special consideration.

In Luke 9:27 ,Mt.17:27-28,& Mk,9:1,we find
'statements made by the Master to the effeot that there
.were some present who would not taste of death till
s they should see the gingdom of God or the Son of Man
Tcome.In Mt.10:23 we read,-"Ye shall not have gone
1 through the cities of Israel till the Son of Man be
Ycome." Now these words miight be construed as contain- '
iing the implication that Jesus expected the end of thel
jworld and the final consummation of things in His own ,

i
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generation,but not necessarily so.Holtzmann has recog-
nized three distincet comings of Christ or of His King-
dom.)1)An apocalyptic coming at the end of the world;
i(2)a nistorical coming at any great crisis;(3) a dy- i
inamical coming in the hearts of believers. Now the abovsé
lpassages might well be conceived of as referring to hi
ltorical comings,such as the descent of the Holy Spiritl
lat Pentecost ar the destruction of Jerusalenm. i
! The promise of Jesus to His disciples that they
18shall sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribves ,
.of Israel has also an apocalyptic coloring,but this is
‘no proof that Jesus held the apocalyptic view of the
IKingdom.His language is figurative.He wished to tell
ithe disciples of the great power and influence,which
they should sway in the future,and He could do so on-
ly in terms of their apocalyptic thought.His words be=~
]fore the Jewish High Priest at the time of His trial
are to be understood in the same manner.He spoke as
follows,-"Henceforth ye shall see the Son of Man sit-
ting at the right hand of Power and coming in the clouis
of heaven." There is no denying that this is apocalyp- |
itic language ,but there is a reason for it. The impress
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i ion which our Lord wished to convey was that the pre-
sent chrcumstances would soon be reversed.He was now
on trial before the Jewish High Priest,but soon the
tables would be turned,and He would play the role of
Judge while the other would be on trial before Him.,
Now in what way could Jesus have made this truth more |
impressive than by expressing it in terms of the High |
Priest's own thinking and language which was most cer-r
tainly apocalyptioc?A great many of the apocalyptic ex-|
pressions of Christ are most certainly to be viewed ash
| accommodations to the language and thought of His day.k
; But of course the greatest obstacle in the I
{ wvay of the view which we are now propounding is to be !
I found in the eschatological addresses of Jesus,con- ﬂ
it tained in Mt.24,Mk.13 and Luke 17&21.In these discour-|
1 8ses Jesus appears to give a rather detailed descrip- |
tion of the Second Advent @nd of the end of the world,)
! and asserts that all thesé things shall come to pass
in His own generation.But there is a high degree of

vprobability that these Discourses were more or less N

colored by the hopes and expectations of Christ's con-|
| temporaries.Surely on a priori grounds,there is more |
greason for believing that the parables which denote
ia gradual growth of the Kingdom have been transmitted |
1to us in their primitive form,than there is to believe;
"that Christ's sayings concerning the Last Things have
ﬂcome down to us as first spoken. l
i David Smith and Prof. A.B.Bruce maintain that
'we have in this eschatological address of Jesus an ade-
imixture of two distinct prophetical discourses,one of
which pertained to the destruction of Jerusalem and !
the other to the Second Advent which is yet to come.
The disciples were preposessed with the idea that the
destructive catastrophe was to be followed immediately
by the Second Coming,so in their record they have put i
1 together these things which were originally separate. |
1A strong argument in favor of this position is to be |
found in the declaration of the Master that "of that |
of that day and hour knowsth no one,not even the angel
of heaven,nor the Son,but only the Father". Now these |
words are evidently inconsistent with those in whioch
Jesus claims that all these things shall come to pass
'in the present gensration.Hence the latter must have
yreferred to the destruction of Jerusalem,while the for
jmer referred to the final consummation,which is still
lin the future and the time of which no man knoweth.In-
tterpreted thus,there is nothing in the Eschatologiocal
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| Discourse of Jesus,which is incompatible with our con-
tention that He conceived of ‘the Kingdom as already

A : present in the world,undergoing a gradual process of
‘ development and awaiting a final consummation.

| . CONDITIONS OF ENTRANCE ‘
The conditions of entrance into the Kingdom
which Jesus laid down are a further indication that He
was dominated by the spiritual view.It is true that He!
continued the use of the phrase which was employed by
John the Baptist,-"Repent ye for the Kingdom of Heaven
is at hand",but He gave to repentance a deeper signif-
icance than did the Forerunner.With Him it meant not
80 much a change in the externals of conduct as an in-
ward change of attitude.Furthermore Jesus laid stress
on faith as a condition.According to the Second Evan-
gelist the burden of His measage was,-"The time is full
r filledand the Kingdom of God is at hand;repent ye and
fbelieve in the Gospel."Repentance and faith then seem
to be the primary conditions of entrance into the Kings
ﬂdom,but in assuming this position,one must be sure to |
give a sufficiently broad meaning to these terms.In
His call to repentance,Jesus summoned His hearers to |
change their attitude toward life.He had brought to thé
a new ideal and He called upon them to forsake their
. 0ld aims and purposes and begin to live their lives
with reference to this new ideal.But of course they
wouldl not do this unless they took stock in or exercis-
ed faith in His Doctrine.It follows then that repen-
tance presupposes a faith in the Gospel;men would not
repent until they believed the Good News to be true.
Hence faith as preliminary to and ircluding repentance
-imay be considered as the s0le condition of entrance.

g But one must beware of taking too narrow a viev
lof faith.It is not merely a receptive condition of min
. land heart.Some say that the Kingdom of God is a King- i
jdom of Grace,and the one who exercises faith is the on
who simply receives it as a free gift from God.But
Faith is not bare passive receptivity;it involves ace
tive loyalty and obedience.Jesus lays much emphasis up-
on obedience as one of the necessary conditions of en-
trance into His Kingdom.If the Kingdom of God is the

X Rule of God,or the realm in which the perfect will of
. iGocl. obtains,then it follows necessarily that entrance
into such a Kingdom must be conditioned by obedience. f
Thisg position is substantiated by many sayings of our
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Lord.He insists that not those who say Lord,Lord shall
enter into the Kingdom,but those who do the VWill of
His Father.(Mt.7:21) They who hear and do His words are

likened unto those who build their house upon an un-
shakable and eternal rock.(Mt.7:24-27) His brethren
are those who hear the Will of God and do it.(Lk.8:21)
He pronounces those as blessed who hear the word of God
and keep it.(Lk,.11:28)
But obedience is not thought of by Jesus as the
doing of certain prescribed tasks.We do not earn a plag
in the Kingdom by our good works.After we have done all

selves unprofitable servants.(Lk.17:9f) Christ con-
ceives of obedience as an inward loyalty to the Will o
God.This loyalty must get itself expressed in an all
consuming love.We are to lowve God with all our heart,
soul and strength.We are even to love our enemies for

they are His children.As the supreme object of our af-
fection God will permit no rival.Nothing is to stand
in the way of our unqualified loyalty to Him,neither
family ties (Lk.14:25f),norwealth (Mt.19:16f] ,mor the
material necessities of 1ife (Mt.6:31f),nor the most
darling sins (Mk.9:43f).His Kingdom must come first
(Mt.6:33) ,and His Will must be obeyed,no matter what
may be the cost in self denial and suffering.(Mt.16:24)
Faith which includes such obedience and loyalty is
something more than mere passive receptivity or bare
intellectual assent to the truth of Christ's doctrines;
But there is still another element which is
comprised in Jesus' conceéeption of faith,and that is huj;
mility.Only those who humble themselves as children,
and exercise the same trustful spirit will receive
the gingdom.(Mt.18:1-6) The publican because of his
spirit of humility went down to his house justified
|rather than the self-satisfied Pharisee.(Lk.18:9-14)
|And all those passages in which Jesus enjoins service
imply His insistence on an attitude of humility.Faith
then,as the sole condition of entrance into the King-
dom,involves repentance,obedience,and humility.Such a
faith might be defined as a humble,child-like,trustful
spirit of self-committal to God as Father,which eventuj
ates in a supreme loyalty to and unqualified obedience
the Will of God.

THE XKINGDOM AND THE NEW SOCIAL ORDER.
In this age of emphasis on Bocial reform the
question is often asked whether the individual or the |

that is within our power to do,we are still to call oul

the sake of the love which He sustains toward them,for|
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‘social aspect received the greater emphasis in Jesus' |
teaching.Did He conceive of His Ministry as being '
primarily to the individual,or to society? Was His b
, chief aim individual or social regeneration? Now an b
| unbiased examination of the records will reveal that
| the individual assumed a very important place in the ﬂ
lministry and teaching of Christ.He addressed Himself
||ror the most part to individuals.We have a few in-
-}ntances as in the case of His weeping over Jerusalem
:iinwhich He addressed larger groups,but He did not make
- a practice of addressing Himself to the nation as did
ithe prophets of old.The repentance which He insists on
is not national,but individual.Hosea portrays in most
beautiful fashion the solicitude of Jehovah for Lost |
Israel,but in the Parables of the Lost Sheep,the Lost
 Coin,and the Lost Son,Jesus portrays the solicitude oﬁl
1 God for the lost soul."There is more Jjoy in heaven over
: one sinner that repenteth than over ninty nine just
 persons® . His estimate of the value of the individual ‘
is also brought out in the passage in which He pro-
nounces the awful doom that awaits those who offend h
| "one of these little ones that believe on He" i
It would seem then that the primary concern of)
‘our Lord was for the salvation and the regeneration ofﬁ
the individual.However this does not preclude an inter
est in social regeneration,but rather includes it.WithF
Jesus,individual and social regeneration were very
Iclosely bound up together.Vedder has recognized this |
yas evidenced by his words,-"The message of Jesus to i
i the world is that social reform is possihle only throu
spiritual renewal;to have a new society,there must be
y first of all new men." He began with the individual,
- jnot because He did not realize the importance of re-
i generating society,but because He saw that this was th
ronly way of accomplishing social regeneration.,
i While the Master addressed Himself to individ-
.uals and insisted on individual repentancd,the duties
fwhich He constantly and emphatically taught were so~
cial duties.A good proportion of His ethical teachings|
;2re to be found in the Sermon on the Mount.It is inter{
sesting to run through this and note the subjects WhiChl
i
i
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1are treated.He first impresses upon the disciples thei
obligation to the unsaved world,by telling them that

1they are the light of the world and the salt of the

‘earth.He then goes on to speak of anger,of reconcilia-
ﬂtion with adversaries,of adultery,of divorce,of aaths, t
“of non-resistance,of love to enemies,of the giving of
alms,of the forgiveness of enemies,of judging,and then
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. greatness through service,on the abolition of all dis-

He sums up the whole of human duty in His statement of
the Golden Rule,-"All things therefore whatsoever you
would that men should do unto you,do you also unto thz

!

for this is the law and the prophets".The social aspe
of His ethical teachings is also brought out in His

Parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk.10:25f).A lawyer ask

ed what he must do to inherit eternal life,and Jesus |
quoted the commandment which enjoins love to God and
to man.When the lawyer made s8till further inquiry as
to who his neighbor was,Jesus responded with the Par-
able of the Good Samaritan,which is most insistent up-
onsocial obligation.In His picture of the Last judg-
ment ,our Lord makes the eternal destiny of the individ
ual hinge upon the faithfulness with which he has per-
formed his social duties,

The Kingdom as Jesus conceived it then is not
simply a place where individuals will be rewarded for
their faithfulness in the performance of certain pre-
scribed tasks,but it is a perfected social kingdom,

which none can enter sive those who have been regener-

ated in their social relationships.Hence every indi-
vidual who is saved for eternal life in such a King-
dom becomes a center of social regeneration in this
present order.,But the Kingdom of God as Jesus conceive
it is not to be identified with the New Social Order
of which modern reformers dream.The form which any ide
al social order would now take would most certainly
be different from that which found place in the mind ¢
Jesus.But He was not especially interested in social
forms,but in the spirit which breathes beneath and

gives life to these forms.Even Vedder admits that Jesu
had no intention of furnishing a program flor Social
Reform.He says,-"His work was to declare principles,
to awaken consciences,to inspire effort,not to work
out politics and constitutions." He was not a reformer

i then in the narrower sense of that word.He did not at-!

tack the social institutions of His age.He seems even !
to have acquiesced in the supremacy of Rome,and refus-!
ed to forbid the payment of tribute to Caesar.Yet He
was conscious of the fact that His teachings were of
a revolutionary character.The inevitable result of His
coming would not be peace,but a sword and division.
His moral and ethical ideals were a protest against
the social institutions of His day.His teaching on

tinctions,whether social,racial,or intellectual,on the
stewardship of all wealth,whether material ,moral,or
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spiritual ,and on all kindred subjeots,stands out in e-q
ternal protest against all existing social orders,and |}
shall continue to do so till all social institutions
shall conform to the spirit of His teachings. ]

FARTHLY OR OTHERWORLDLT IDEAL?

Did Jesus think of the earth as a possible |
ﬂsphere of the Kingdom of God,or did He think of it as f
 transcending this present world‘7 We have already an-

. swered this question.In our discussion of the problem .
» whether Jesus held to the spiritual or apocalyptic vievw,
twe came to the conclusion that He conceived of the King-

' dom as already present in this world,undergoing a pro-
»cess of development,and awaiting a final consummation -
ﬂin the world to come.In our consideration of His social
teachings we have pointed out that He insisted on thos¢
moral and social duties which pertain to this present
earthly life.Still further evidence is to be found in |
+the Lord's prayer in which He teaches us to pray,-
[ "Thy Kingdom comejthy will be done on earth". With .
Him then the Klngdom of God is not an otherworldly ideal
Still we are not to believe that He thought of|

the Kingdom of Heaven as being confined to this presen
world.He teaches that it is an eternal Kingdom.The pre-
| sent world may pass away,but the Kingdom abideth foe-
[ ever.It Pranscends the limits of space and time.Just ai
1God exists in the world,but at the same -time transcend:
yit,so it is with the Kingdom.It transcends our earthly
ex1stence,yet it is present with us,so much so that it
can be said that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.But
{what relation does the transcendent sustain toward the
ipresent earthly Kingdom®The same relation which the
!product sustains toward the process.The transcendent
dperfected Kingdom is the goal toward which the present!
Kingdom is striving.Il do not call it an ideal,because [
it is more than an ideal;it is real;it has actual ex-
istence.The Kingdom in its transcendent state is per-
‘fect but as present on earth it is still imperfect. '
.This #s the teaching of the Parables of the Tares and
|the Drag-net.Those things which offend and do iniquity
'must be eliminated by a process of Judgment before the‘
present is merged into the future and transcendent
tKingdom.
THE KINGDOM AND THE CHURCH.

The last problem which we shall discuss is tha%
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which concerns Christ's view of the relationship be-
» tween the Church and the gingdom.There are some who pf
v maintain that Jesus held no view of the Church.They
say that He never used the term.It is to be found on-
ly twice in the Gospels,and in both instances in the
Gospel of Matthew.A catholocizing tendency is distin-
, guishable in this Gospel,and it is due to this tenden-j
h ¢y that the term has crept in.Their contention however]
j is that it could not have been used by Christ.But even]
jon a priori grounds there is a high degree of proba-
j pility that Jesus must haye expected the new ideas and
i
[

truths which He brought to the world to assume some
kind of an embodied form.It is not at all unreasonable
to suppose that He forecast the existence of the Church.
But how did He view the Church in its relation#
ship to the Kingdom®An examination of the records will
show that He looked upon the former as instrumental
i1 to the latter.The primary object of Christ's coming
jwas not to found a Church,but to found a Kingdom.He
came preaching the Gospel of the KingdomyHis aim was
to bring in the Rule of God on earth;to bring about ;
such a condition of affairs here that the Will of God |
would be done on earth as it is done in he&ven.He knew
| the Will of God and He knew how to get power to fulfill
yit.Hence He held within His posession the secret of
. the Kingdom.But He wanted to put the world into posess:
rdon of this secret.He came to reveal the Knowledge of
the Will of God,and to reveal the .secret of getting
(power to accomplish that Will,
i However Jesus foresaw that His earthly career
iwould be of short duration.He could see that He would
inot have the privilege of telling the Good News to all
"men.Hence He must work through others.He chose twelve
whom He called Apostles;it was His intention to schoolj
them in the mysteries of the Kingdom,and then send they
forth to pass the secret on to others.But they were |
slow of heart to understand and believe.Our Lord spokej
parable after parable which contained within it the se?
cret of the Kingdom,but His disciples could not grasp
His meaning.Finally He took them away from the crowd
into a desert place,and 'while there He asked them the
opinions of peofle concerning Himself.They replied thaf
some called Him John the Baptist,others Elijah,others
iJeremiah,and s8till others one of the prophets.He then
'put the question directly,-"Whom say ye that I am?" X
;Peter angwered with his great Confession,-"Thou art théd
Christ the Son of the Living God".(Mt.16:16f)
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Jesus is very much delighted.His efforts have
not all been in vain;here is one of His disciples at |
least who has caught His secret,the secret of the King-
dom,and who by virtue of his direct contact with @od, !
is capable of going forth to reveal this secret to |
the world.Jesus cries,-"Blessed art thou Simon Bar-
| jonah,for flesh and blood has not revelaed it unto thee
but My Father in Heaven." In view of the fact that Pe-d
ter has been put in posession of the secret of the
Kingdom,He is designated the founder of the Church. )
This would imply that Jesus conceived of the Church as,
the instrument through which His secret was. to be pass~
ed on and His Gospel was to be preached.Jesus goes on ﬂ
to impress upon Peter the great responsibility that
rests upon him in view of the revelation which he has q
Jjust received,which has put him in posession of the
great secret of the Kingdom.He holds the key to the !
Kingdom of Heaven,and whether or not men shall enter
depends upon him.If he chooses to pass the secret on, 1
it will go well with the world,but if not,it will go
ill.Jesus then in His words about the keys,and about
binfling and loosing,is not interested in bestowing
:Papal prerogatives and ecclesiastical authority upon
» Peter,but He is interested in impressing upon this A-
y postle the profound responsibility that rests upon
'him as the sole posessor of the secret of eternal lifel
; This then is the simple import of this much
| discussed,much abused,much misused passage.Jesus came
I into the world to establish the Kingdom of God by get-
i ting all people to do His Will.But this task was too |
great for Him to accomplish in the short time which !
was allotted to Him for His earthly Ministry.Hence He |
jmust rely upon human agency,and the organized form
| which human effort was to assume in the accokplishmentj
iof this great task is what Jesus meant by the Church,
ﬁHence when Peter gave evidence of the fact that he had!
received a revelation which made him capable of going |
'forth as a herald of the Kingdom,Jesus pronounced him |
the founder of the Church,because he manifested a capa¢-
ity of doing the thing which Christ intended that the !
Church should do.

Jesus then conceived of the Church as the hu-
iman agency whereby the Rule of God was to be estab-
1lished on earth and in the hearts of men.It was the
‘agench which was_to propagate the Gospel of the King-
ldom.Perhaps it iBCkoing toc far to say that Jesus -
!thought of the Church as an institution.He was conscious
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iof bringing a new truth and a new life to the world.
Experience most certainly had taught Him that this new
truth and life,if it was to be effective in the world,
jmust ‘take on institutional form,as had the truths of

| he old covenant.But while we may assume that Jesus
Qconceived of the Church in it} institutional character
there is no evidence that He bequeathed unto it any

clesiastical forms.

and the Kingdom were not identical,but the former was
ingtrumental to the latter.The relation of the Church
to the Kingdom was that of the means to the end.The
Kingdom was to be established through human agency,and
the Church was the concrete definite form,which human
effort was to assume in the performance of this work.
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‘specific type of organization,or any hard and fast ec- |

Our conclusion is that in Jesus! view,the Chur¢
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CHAPTER IV.
SUMMARY OF THE ELEMENTS IN JESUS' VIEW.
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' to the sovereignty of God.The conditions of entrance u

. of a humble,child-like spirit of self-committal to God

i vidual and its social character.It wag the "summum bo-
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In this closing Chapter we shall sum up brief
lythe elements contained in our Lord's conception of
the Kingdom.The idea of a Kingdom of God was not orig:
inal with Him,but was quite primitive in its origin,
However He did give to the idea a new significance.
He did not share the mistaken views of His age,nei-
ther was He bound by the beliefs of the present or the
past,but He had ideas peculiar to and characteristic |
of Himself.His independent attitude toward the Mosaic |
Law,the Messianic ideal of contemporaries,and the teacdh
ing of John the Baptist,marks Him as an original TeacH
er,with a message of His own.He was not moved by the
political and national hopes which stirred the* hearts
of His fellow countrymen.His Kingdom was not a King-
dom of Israel,but a Kingdom of humanity,wvhich was un-
iversal in character,and which knew no racial or class
distinctions.

With regard to the manner of the Kingdom's ;
coming,there is a preponderance of evidence that He |
was not posessed with the mistaken apocalyptic notions
held by most of His contemporaries.His many parables |
along with other sayings indicate that He expected the'
Kingdom to have a history and to undergo a gradual prgL
cess of development.It was not a future reality await-
ing establishment through some sudden catastrophe,but
it had already been instituted,and was present in the |
hearts of those who were willing to submit their wills'

give proof of the spiritual character of the gingdom.

Nothing is said about circumcision or any Jewish ritel
or ceremony."Repent and believe the Gospel" is the buq
den of Jesus' preaching.A faith which includes repen- |
tance,humility,and obedience is thought of as the sole'
condition of entrance.A faith which is the equivalent1

as Father,expressing itself in a supreme loyalty, and
perfect obedience,is the one qualification which fits
man for entrance into the Kingdom of Christ.

Jesus conceived the Kingdom both in its indi-

e e,

num" both for the individuval and society.It is true that
He addressed Himself pre-eminently to the individual,
but His insistence was upon stcial duties.The individ-
ual ‘was to save his life by losing his own selfish in-
terest in the interest of the whole.Christ's object
was to save men and women to membership in an ideal sof
cial order.Hé wished to regenerate the Social Order,
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! but Hig method of doihg this was the regeneration of

i the individual in his social relationships.Furthermore]
the duties which Jesus insisted upon were those which !
 pettain to this present earthly life.Hence His Kingdom?

was not an otherworldly ideal in the sense that it
bore no relation to the present world.True it is not
confined to this earth,being eternal and transcending
i the limits of space and time,but the core of social
relationships is identical with that which obtains
here and now.The same traits of character which qual-
1ify one for citizenahip in the eternal transcendent

ﬂSocial Order,make him a better citizen in this present;

social order.It follows that Eternal Life in His eter-
nal Kingdom,as proclaimed by the Founder of Chriatiani
, ty,is not irrelevant to the burning questions of the

houe.His teachings reveal a keen sympathetic interest

]
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in the problems of the present life,yet He .views them
"sub specie aeternitatis®,

There are a few additional elements in the Mass
iter's view of which we wish to make mention.He thought]
lof the Kingdom as a Kingdom of Grace;the Parables of
{ the Lost Sheep,the Lost Boin,and the Lost Son point toy
this conclusion as well as many other parables and sayﬁ

4
b

ings.The gingdom is a gift from God. "Fear not little
flock,for it is the Father's good pleasure to give you!
the Kingdom."(Lk.12:32) He also conceived of the King-'
dom as a great family.Those who do the Will of God areﬂ
(His brethren.In this great family,God is Father and all
are children of Himjhence the Kingdom is a Universal |
1Brotherhood of mankind.Love is the ruling characterig-|
ytic and the dominant motive of all its members.God is
Sovereign,but He rules not by virtue of men's fear of
Him,but by virtue of their love for Him.He joyously be
irstows His gracious benefits upon His children,because
'He loves them,and they joyously render up obedience |
lunto Him because they love Him.All duty is robbed of
ﬁits sting and its burdensomeness by becoming the spon- |
1taneous expression of love.The Kingdom is one of perfect
,Joy and bliss;it is also one of perfect peace and har-
imony ;there is no clashing of wills,because all are
"brought into harmonious relationship through perfect |
qsubmission to the One Supreme will. |
v The New Order is also a Kingdom of unselfish-
"ness.The members thereof are dominated not by a spirit
lif getting but by a spirit of giving."It is more bless-
.ed to give than to receive®.Whatever posessions each

H

{may have,whether it be material ,moral,intellectual,or |,
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spiritual,is conceived of as being held in trust,for
the service of his fellows.If one's ruling motive and
passion is love,he will of course get more satisfac-
tion out of giving to others than he will get ocut of
consuming upon self.It follows that the Kingdom is a
Kingdom of mutual service,of mutual helpfulness ,of
mutual love,a Kingdom of sharing up,a Kingdom of hi- L
larious, joyous,unselfish giving.Such is the ideal whic
the Great Teacher proclaimed,such is the ideal which
hovers over the present world as a rainbow of promise
and hope to all aspiring hearts.
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