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hymns praising certain virtues and condemf ning certain practices . 

For instance R.V. X, 117 is in praise of charity : 

"The gods inflic t not hunger as a means to kill : 
neath frequently befalls even satiated men. 
The charitable giver 's wealth melts not away, 
The niggard never f inds a man to pity him. 

Who ,of abundant f ood possessed, makes hard h is heart , 
Toward a needy and deortpit suppliant 
Whom once he courted, come to pra.y to him for bread; 
A man like this as well finds none to pity him. 

He is the liberal man who helps the beggar, 
That, craving food, emaciated wanders, 
And coming to his aid, when asked to succor, 
Immediately makes him a fr·iend. hereafter. 

He is no friend who gives not of his substance 
To his devoted, intimate companion: 
This friend should turn from him--here is no ha ven- ­
And seek a stranger elsewhere as a helper. 

The wealthier man should give unto the needy, 
Considering the course of life hereafter ; 
For riches are like chariot wheel s revolving: 
Now to one man they cowe, now to another. 

The plough that cleaves the soil produces nunture; 
He that bestirs his fe e t completes his journey. 
The speaking Brahmin earns more thcon the silent ; 
A friend. who gives is better than the niggard. 11 

I n R.V. 1X, 112 we find friendshi p extolled: 

They say that many a man has grown in friendship 
Both sti ff and stout: they send him not to t he contests, 
He with illusion unprolific wanders: 
The speech he's learnt yields neither fruit nor bl ossom. 

Vfhowver his devoted f r iend abandons, 
In speech for him there's no participation , 
And what he hears, he hea.rs without perception ; 
For such a man knows not the path of virtue . 

True friends rejoice when their companion famous 
Returns from the assembly hall a victor . 
He drives away reproacn and wins them nurtur e ! 
He is sent out as fitted for the contest. 

Another didactic hymn dealing wi th the sin of gambling is R.V.X: 3-4 
high 

On/trees born and in a windj; region 
The danglers, rolling on the dice bos.rd, cheer me. 
Like Soma draught .from Iviujavant 1 s great mountain, 
The rousing nut Vibhidaka has pleased me . 






















































































