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CHAPl'ER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In October, 1957, the USSR launched their first 

Sputnick. Following the initial shock which this accom­

plishment created among the citizens of the United States, 

there began a barrage of criticism against the American 

system which has not lessened during these past five years 

but which has become heavily centered upon the American 

system of education. During this time the communications 

media have been flooded with articles, programs, books 

and even movies which have placed United States "failure" 

of the arms and space race squarely upon the shoulders of 

public education in the United States. 

From this writer's point of view, it appears that 

much of this destructive rather than constructive criti­

cism has succeeded, whether intentionally or not, in con­

fusing the American public and convincing them that the 

educational system is largely responsible for the ills of 

society. Undoubtedly this scapegoat situation will con­

tinue by virtue of the fact that our freedom allows diverse 

opinions, change, and experimentation within education, and 

allows, even invites, criticism from the public. Rather 

than a weakness, this is perhaps one of the greatest 
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strengths of our educational system, and because of it, 

our educators can and will withstand all criticism and 

benefit from it, learning, growing, and developing from 

the experience. 

At a time when our educational system is under­

going change and receiving much criticism, it was never 

more important to know what its young citizens are think­

ing and what understandings they possess. 

Patriotism means different things to different 

people. Men, women, boys and girls have different ideas 

about Patriotism because of differences in their back­

grounds and experiences. An attempt is being made in this 

study to discover, through the responses of a group of 

sixth grade children, just what Patriotism means to them. 

The children of the sixth grade were selected because by 

the time the child has completed five years of living and 

learning in the American system or education he has had 

the opportunity to develop certain understandings of the 

American way of life and is mature enough to express 

himself in writing. 

The problem of determining what Patriotism means 

to Americans is one of popular current interest both in 

educational circles and among other intelligent American 

citizens. 

2 



Dr. Max Rafferty, Superintendent of Schools, 

La Canada, California, made the following distressing 

statements: 

Patriotism feeds on hero worship, but education 
during the past three decades has deliberately de­
bunked the hero. The quest of the Golden Fleece 
has been crowded out of our textbooks by the visit of 
Tom and Susan to the zoo. The sterile culture of 
the Pueblo Indian looms large in our curriculum, but 
the knightly crusaders and the deeds of the heroes 
before Troy are now passe, and so is the deathless 
ride of Paul Revere. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

We as a people have been taunted and reviled and 
challenged in the last few years. A soulless thing 
slavers at us today on all continents, under all the 
seas, and out into the void of interplanetary space. 
Our national nose has been rubbed in the dirt. The 
flag for which our ancestors bled and died has been 
torn down by a dozen comic-opera countries. I don't 
know when at long last the American people will rise 
in all the power and majesty of their great tradition 
to put to an end this role of international doormat, 
which becomes us so poorly. 

But I do know one thing. When that time comes 
---and it cannot be far distant---we educators had 
better not be caught withholding from the nation's 
children the wonderful sharp-edged, glittering sword 
of Patriotism. In a word this means indoctrination. 
An ugly word? I think not. But if it is ugly to 
teach children to revere the great Americans of the 
past, to cherish the traditions of our country, to 
hate communism and its creatures, then I say let's 
be ugly. 

What is the alternative? You see that all about 
you now, in all the headlines. Do you like it? Is 
this what we want?l 

One editorial writer illustrated his feeling con­

cerning Dr. Rafferty's article by the following statement: 

lMax Rafferty, "What's Happened to Patriotism," 
The Reader's Digest, 79:107-110, October, 1961. 
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"Surely this country needs more than a few Nathan Hales 

today. But it becomes more increasingly evident that we 

also need more than a few school superintendents like Dr. 

Rafferty. 112 

Patriotism has been defined or viewed in different 

ways. For example, a typical definition of Patriotism is 

"love and loyalty or zealous support of one's Olltl country113 

The Encyglopedia of the Social Studies says: 

The word Patriotism has no precise definition, and 
there are vague and varying ideas as to the psycho­
logical spring, historical origins and characteristic 
manifestations of the sentiment of Patriotism. All 
may agree that Patriotism is love of one's country, 
but there is little agreement among equally intel­
ligent and public spirited men as to what is meant 
by one's country, who one's countrymen are, what 
sacrifices and services one owes them and what sort 
of social condu

4
ct follows naturally from the Patri­

otic attitude. 

A definition or Patriotism used in another thesis 

stated: 

Patriotism or love of country is innate. This is 
not love of a political party or a regime, but the 
basic, virtually instinctive love of soil, earth, home, 
native land. Expressions of love or devotion to America, 

2Editorial in the Manchester Union Leader, December 
10, 1960. 

3David B. Guralnik (ed,), Webster's New World 
DictionarY of the American La~age (New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1960) , p. • 

~ward Sapir, "Patriotism", Encyclopedia of the 
Social Studies (New York: The Macmillan Company, 193~ 
XII, p. 303. 
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or mention of the flag were included in this sub­
category.' 

Still another author views Patriotism in the fol-

lowing manner: 

True Patriotism seldom calls for outward show or 
empty bragging. A famous editor, Adolf Ochs, was 
greatly distressed by what he called "the bad citizen­
ship of good citizens." Perhaps they fail to vote; 
perhaps they refused to keep informed about public 
questions. Patriotism means everyday service; it means 
keeping out of our minds motives and temptations to be 
selfish or to disregard the authority of the country. 
True Patriotism will display itself in sacrifice when 
there is call for it. It

6
will always try to face the 

facts and know the truth. 

The author of Teaching World Understanding, views 

Patriotism in an entirely different manner and offers the 

following comments: 

Does world understanding conflict with Patriotism? 
'~he world is my country, all mankind are my breth­
ren", wrote the eloquent American Patriot, Thomas Paine. 
And countless loyal Americans since his t1me have been 
swept by feelings of world citizenship. Yet the teach­
ers who emphasize the world view are sometimes accused 
of damaging their pupil's Patriotism. The antagonism 
and suspicion of groups and individuals in this country 
who criticize the teaching of world understanding are 
probably an emotional reaction to the poisoning and 
exploiting of a number of international movements by 
the Soviet Union to further its doctrinaire and nation­
alistic aims. 

To be sure, it would be futile to try to create love 
of the entire world if love of one's country were not 
well-rooted first. Dorothy Thompson has pointed out 

5Anna E. Appel and others, "What America Means to 
Sixth Grade Children" (unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston 
University, Boston, 1951), p. 92. 

6R. 0. Hughes, Buildi~ Citizenship (Boston: Allyn 
and Bacon, Inc., 1954), p. 1 • 
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that Patriotism is actually the basis of international­
ism. "Patriotism is a feeling that binds mankind"1 she writes. "Precisely because I love my country 1 
appreciate the love of others for their country. I 
do not have to share their love for an allegiance to 
their particular object. But I am compelled to respect 
it." Miss Thompson reminds us that those who have 
achieved world-wide acclaim such as Shakespeare, Dante, 
Goethe, Dostoevsky, Mark Twain--"Are precisely those 
who were most deeply rooted and immersed in their own 
culture." 

The issue is not one of Patriotism versus world 
citizenship. The question is, how we can teach Patri­
otism and, at the same time, develop a responsible 
attitude toward foreign peoples? The first part of 
our job is to inculcate knowledge of our country, pride 
in it, and respect for the best in our national en­
vironment, aspirations~ and traditions, and a wish to 
improve our country. The remaining portion of our 
job is to build a feeling of concern for the welfare 
of those in the nations of the world. Such concern 
must underlie any kind of effective international 
organization. We should point the way to a world in 
which, to quote Arnold J. Toynbee, there is "a free 
consent of free peoples to dwell together in unity, 
and to make uncoerced, the far reaching adjustments 
and concessions without which this ideal cannot be 
realized in practice." 

Toynbee makes a strong case for the elimination of 
what he calls "pagan worship" of national sovereignty 
in order to permit the development of international 
cooperation on a vast scale and to spare our civili­
zation "annihilation by a knock-out blow." 

The present period is not the first one in history 
in which circumstances have prodded men to broaden 
their loyalties. In 1776, for example, our forefathers 
found it necessary to extend their loyalties from 
colony to confederation. Yet it is clear this enlarge­
ment of loyalty did not impair their pride in, or love 
for, their own respective colonies. They simply 
recognized, with Benjamin Franklin, that "We must all 
hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang sepa­
rately." 

This is a blunt fact which, we are gradually learn­
ing1 faces us again today in a new guise. The values 
of ~atriotism remain as vital as ever, and it is for 
the very purpose of protecting them that teachers 

6 
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should actively search out P&ths which lead to in­
creased world understanding,( 

The following view of Patriotism was taken from the 

teacher's guide that accompanies the Coronet film, 11The 

Meaning of Patriotism." 

From its very beginning the United States of America, 
with its emphasis on individual liberty, has inspired 
feelings of Patriotism on the part of its citizens, 
Throughout civilized history, men have searched for a 
political framework which guarantees individual rights 
and encourages individual talents. Those who cherish 
these ideals and the country which now embodies them 
are true patriots. Thus Patriotism may be expressed 
in many ways and in many situations.~ 

'IR,c. Preston, Teachi~ World Understanding (Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 19 ), pp. 67-68. 

8coronet Instructional Films, Teacher's Guide, 11The 
Meaning of Patriotism" (Chicago, Coronet Building, 1960), 
pp. 1-2. 
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.I The present study is an attempt to analyze how sixth 

;i grade pupils view Patriotism. The analysis will: 
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1. 

2. 

4. 

5'. 

6. 

7. 

Determine how a group of sixth grade children, 
without any preparation, respond in writing 
to a question of wat Patriotism means to 
them. 

Determine how the same group, after viewing a 
movie entitled "The Meaning of Patriotism", 
respond in writing, to a question of what 
Patriotism means to them. 

Determine how the same group of sixth grade 
children respond in writing, five weeks after 
the showing of the movie. 

Categorize, analyze and interpret all the 
responses in the light of objective criteria. 

Determine the effect of showing the movie, 
"The Meaning of Patriotism". 

Determine the frequency of specific ideas 
according to sex. 

Determine and analyze the types of negative or 
incorrect responses. 

8 
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CHAPTER II 

PROCEDURE 

The purpose of the research project Patriotism 

as Viewed by Sixth Grade Pupils was to determine how a 

group of elementary students in their sixth year of school­

ing viewed Patriotism. The same test question was admin­

istered to the students at three different times. The 

identical set of directions was read by the teachers prior 

to each testing. The first and the third time the test 

question was given under similar conditions and void of any 

preliminary preparations. The day before the students took 

the test for the second time a movie was shown entitled 

"What is the Meaning of Patriotism". 

To obtain permission to carry on the study within 

New Hampshire Supervisory Union Number 21, a letter was 

sent to the Superintendent of Schools. Following is a copy 

of the letter: 

Mr. Jason Boynton 
Superintendent of Schools, Union 21 
Hampton, New Hampshire 

Dear Mr. Boynton, 

October 31, 1961 

Last year your predecessor, Mr. Green, saw fit to 
include on an agenda for a principal's meeting the 
topic of Patriotism. He expressed his concern regard-

-9-



:i 
:1 

~"~~"~-+ ~-~--""-_. "" "" ~"-""""""~""""""" 
~ :, 

· ing Patriotism in the form of questions that were 
i discussed by the principals in attendance. The 

questions brought before the group by Mr. Green were 
as follows: 

Patriotism--1. How do we teach this? 
2. Are we doing a good job, a poor 

job, or an indifferent job? 
3 •• Is it necessary in this day and age? 
~ If we need to improve, how do we 

improve? 

Several suggestions and recommendations were made 
by the group but these were for the most part opinions, 
and facts and statistics to substantiate them were 
lacking. It was much to my dismay that we were unable 
to pursue this vital topic in depth. However, time 
did not permit. It has become my belief that there 
is a definite need to carry on research in an attempt 
to determine what the answers are to these pertinent 
questions regarding the topic of Patriotism. 

I am now enrolled in a Master's Degree program at 
Boston University, and during the current school year 
I will be working on a Master's Thesis under the 
direction of Dr. W, Linwood Chase. "Patriotism as 
Viewed by Sixth Grade Students" is the topic that I 
have selected. 

I hereby request permission to collect data from 
all sixth grade pupils enrolled in Union 21. At­
tached to this letter is a copy of a letter to 
teachers explaining the project, a copy of directions 
to be used by the teacher, and the actual question 
that will be asked. From the preliminary data, I 
anticipate doing a complete analysis and evaluation 
and/or devising some type of instrument that may be 
used to effectively measure the present practices in 
developing Patriotism in the elementary schools. 

Your permission in granting this request would be 
much appreciated, It is my feeling that the final 
results of this project might be of some benefit to 
this union and perhaps to the country in the near and 
distant future. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert L, Luther 
Principal of Rye Schools 

The superintendent granted his permission with the 

10 
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reservation that before proceeding, an explanation of the 

project would be given to all principals at the next 

meeting and, if there were no objections, then the project 

could begin. Following an explanation of the project and 

with the assurance of the complete cooperation of the 

Supervisory Union 21 principals, packets containing a 

letter to teachers explaining the project, directions for 

administering the test question, and sufficient copies of 

the test question were given to the principals for distri­

bution to all sixth grade teachers. Following is a copy 

of the material contained in each packet: 

November 1, 1961 

Dear Teacher, 

Last year, at one of the principal's meetings, 
Mr. Green, who was superintendent at that time, posed 
several questions in regards to Patriotism. He ex­
pressed his concern about Patriotism in the form of 
a series of questions that included such things as: 

How do we teach Patriotism? 
Are we doing a good job, a poor job, an indif-

ferent job? 
Is it necessary in this day and age? 
If we need to improve, how do we improve? 

The discussion that ensued merely concerned opin­
ions of those present. Statistics and facts to back 
up the opinions were lacking, with a result that the 
outcome of the discussion was inconclusive. 

I have selected as a topic for a Master's Thesis 
"What Patriotism Means to Sixth Grade Pupils". It is 
my hope that enough factual data can be collected 
from sixth grade pupils in Union 21 to honestly answer 
questions that were originally asked by Mr. Green. 

11 
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Your principal and superintendent have kindly 
consented to allow me to collect data from this school. 
Your cooperation and assistance in the collecting of 
this data will be much appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert L. Luther 
Principal of Rye Schools 

Administering of Question 

No further directions to students than the ones 

il included in this sheet are necessary and, in order to ob-

!l tain data that can be of value, it is requested that you 

ii give no clues 'Which would elicit a response from the 
'i ii 

>i pupil that is not entirely his own. 
d 

'i Please Read the Following Directions to the Pupils 

' This morning you are being asked to write your 

:1 
:i 
'I 
" !! 

opinion on a certain subject. This is not a test and your 

papers will not be graded. Write your name on the top of 

the sheet. Use both sides of the paper if necessary, 

After I read the question you are to begin and do the best 

you can. 

WHAT IS PATRIOTISM '? ---- DIFFERENT PEOPLE WOUID EXPLAIN 
IT IN DIFFERENT WAYS. WHAT 
DOES PATRIOTISM MEAN TO YOU? 

:1 Note to Teachers--There is no specific time limit for this ., ,, 
. and it is recommended that a reasonable time be allowed 
il 
!! for all students to complete their responses. 

* I• 

ii 
I 
I 

Cooperating Towns 

In the first administering of the test all sixth 
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grade pupils in Union 21 participated. The following 

towns took part in the first survey: 

Town 

Hampton 

Number of Pupils 

Marston School 

Center School 

Seabrook 

Hampton Falls 

Newcastle 

North Hampton 

South Hampton 

Rye 

Total 

41 

70 

34 

23 

16 

42 

13 

...2§. 

317 

For a more specific and detailed study it was de­

cided to work with a smaller group in administering the 

test question for the second and third times. Hampton 

Center School and Rye Center School, being similar schools 

with approximately the same number of pupils were selected 

:; for further study. Verbal permission was obtained from 
'( 
ii 
n the sixth grade teachers of the School in Rye. A letter 
il 
il was sent to the principal of the Hampton Schools re-

11 questing his permission to conduct a more detailed study 
" 'i using sixth grade pupils at the Hampton Center School. 

it A copy of the letter sent is as follows: 
il 
:I 

•! 
11 ,, 
!! 

'· : 

! 
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February 1, 1962 

Mr. Walter M. Brown 
Principal of the Hampton Schools 
Hampton, New Hampshire 

Dear Mr. Brown, 

As you are well aware, I have conducted a survey 
of the Union 21 sixth grades, trying to find out how 
sixth grade pupils view Patriotism. The data col­
lected thus far have been very helpful and now that 
I have passed the preliminary phases of this survey 
I would like to ask you again for your cooperation 
in obtaining further data to aid in this research 
project. 

I have decided that it is necessary to be more 
specific and to go into more detail in this study of 
Patriotism. I request your permission to use the 
sixth grade at the Center School for this more de­
tailed study. I plan to show a movie entitled "What 
is the Meaning of Patriotism", testing the pupils 
again with the original test question used and, ap­
proximately one month after the showing of the movie, 
to retest the pupils with the same test question, 

Your granting of this request would be much appre­
ciated and when the analysis of the results is com­
pleted, I will send you a copy of my findings. 

Very truly yours, 

Robert L. Luther 
Principal of Rye Schools 

The principal of the Hampton Schools gave his verbal 

permission by phone, and suggested that the assistant 

principal of the Hampton Center School be contacted to 

·I make final arrangements. The assistant principal of the 
;I 
:i Hampton Center School was very cooperative and he volun-
' ;I ! teered to show the movie and test the pupils, It was 

explained to him that in five weeks a retest would be 

given the pupils and in order to lessen the possibility 

14 
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of obtaining invalid data, it was requested that he 

should not inform the teachers of the plan to retest. 

Categories Used in the Analysis 

For the purpose of this study, Patriotism is de­

fined using four rather specific categories and one gen­

eral category. In evaluating the responses, a sixth cate­

gory has been included that is referred to as ideas ex-

t pressed unrelated to Patriotism. The meaning of each 

,, 
,. 
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category is given below: 

1. 

2. 

3. 
4. 

'· 6. 

Loyalty--being faithful and obligated to defend 
support a country. 

Love or care of the land and pride in it. 

Respect for the government and its laws. 

Realization of who has and who can practice 
Patriotism. 

Miscellaneous examples relating to Patriotism. 

Ideas expressed unrelated to Patriotism. 

Every idea on a paper was underlined usiD! a dif­

ferent colored pencil for each category, This was done 

so that a tabulation of specific categories mentioned 

could be compiled. 

Pupil's papers were tabulated by giving one point 

for each of the first five categories mentioned and an X 

for category six. Any category, one through six, could 

: be mentioned in several ways and only one point would be 
:I i! given. (For example, a student who mentioned two of the 
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first five categories and also mentioned category six 

would be marked as a 2-X.) 

Following are examples taken from pupil's papers 

that illustrate the six categories used: 

Category 1 -- Loyalty--being faithful and obli­
gated to support a country. 

To be a patriot you must be loyal to your country. 

Category 2 Love or care of the land and pride 
in it. 

Patriotism is love and respect for the land and 
its beauty. 

Category 3 Respect for the government and its 
laws. 

Every person can be a patriot by obeying the laws 
of the country. 

Category 4 -- Realization of who has and who can 
practice Patriotism. 

Abraham Lincoln was a patriot. 
Everyday people can also be patriots. 

Category 5 -- Miscellaneous examples relating to 
Patriotism. 

Patriotism to me is to salute the United States 
Flag and say the Pledge of Allegiance and really 
mean it. 

Category 6 -- Unrelated or wrong answers. 
Patriotism means to punish somebody in the way of 

hate. 
Almost everything you do is patriotic. 
Patriotism is a grace that God gave to us. 

-----~-.~-------~~~<·----~-- -" '"--~~~~---·-·----•-•<•~••··c .. ,. •·-
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CHAPI'ER III 

ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 

A total of 162 pupils from the two towns partici­

pated When the test question was given for the first time. 

In the final tabulation only those pupils who had been 

present on all three occasions could be counted, as a 

part of the analysis depended upon comparing each indi­

vidual's three papers. After all of the pupils were 

dropped who had not been in attendance to take part on 

all three occasions, a total of 115, 47 girls and 68 boys 

remained. 

Although specifically Patriotism had a somewhat 

different meaning to each child, in general their ideas 

fell quite naturally into categories. In all papers that 

had some type of positive response, one of the following 

categories was applicable. 

Category 1 -- Loyalty-being faithful and obligated 
to defend or support a country. 

Category 2 -- Love or care of the land and pride in 
it. 

Category 3 -- Respect for the government and its laws. 

Category 4 -- Realization of who has and who can 
practice Patriotism. 

Category 5 -- Miscellaneous examples relating to 
Patriotism. 

-16-
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Table I shows the number of categories used by 

each of the 47 girls in explainin8 Patriotism with an x 

used in each ease where ideas given were unrelated to 

Patriotism and an 0 when there was no response to the 

test question. The 47 girls are listed alphabetically by 

initials. 

TABLE I 

NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CATEGORIES USED BY EACH OF THE 47 GIRLS 
IN RESPONDING TO THE TEST QUESTION ON THREE 

DIFFERENT OCCASIONS, PLUS UNRELATED 
IDEAS ~x ~ AND NO RESPONSE ~ 0 ~ 

First Second Third 
Girls Time Time Time 

1. S.A. lx X 2 
2. D.A. 1 1 X 

~: D.B. 0 1 0 
G.B. 1 2 3 

5. E.B. 2 lx X 
6. A.B. lx 3 4 
7. S.B. 2 3 3 
8. B.C. 3 3 2 
9. D.C. 2 2x 2 

10. P.c. 0 4x 2x 
11. M.D. X X X 
12. J.D. 1 3 lx 
1~. L.D. 4 2 3 
1 • J.F. 2 3 2 
15. A.G. lx 2x 3x 
16. P.G. X X 2 
17. e.G. X 2 2 
18. S.G. 3x 3 3 
19. K.H. 1 2 2 
20. H.H. lx lx lx 
21. D.H. 0 3 2 
22. B.I. 4x ~ 4 
2~. L.J. X 4 2 • C.J • X 3 
25. C.J • 0 2x 1 
26. M.K. X 3 2 

("", 
_--_:~c:c;:;·_~--'0 ".,-~ .-

' •> ~ "" • 
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TABLE I (continued) 

First Second Third 
Girls Time Time Time 

27. J.L. 4 lx 3 
28. B,M, X 2 2 
29. G.M. 1 2x X 
30. D,M, X ~ ~ 31. K,O, 2 
32. L,P, lx 4x 3 
3~· R.P. X 2 X 
3 • C .P. X 4 3 
35. K.P. 0 2x X 
36. N.P, 2 3 1 
37. F.R. lx 3 2 
38. I.R. 0 2 2 
~9· K.R, 2 5x 2 
o. R.S, lx 2x 2 

41. P.S. 0 5 1 
42. B.S. 2 2 2 
4~. T.S. 2 lx 1 
4 . N.T. 1 ~ 4 
45. A.W. lx 2 
46. D,Y, 3 4 2 
47. L,Y, lx 2 2:x: 



Table II shows the number of categories used by 

each of the 68 boys in explaining Patriotism with an x 

used in each case where ideas given were unrelated to 

Patriotism and an 0 when there was no response to the 

test question. The 68 boys are listed alphabetically by 

initials. 

TABLE II 

NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CATEGORIES USED BY EACH OF THE 68 BOYS 
IN RESPONDING TO THE TEST QUESTION ON THREE 

DIFFERENT OCCASIONS, PLUS UNRELATED 
IDEAS (x) AND NO RESPONSE (0) 

First Second Third 
Boys Time Time Time 

1. R.A. 
2. P.A. 

~: 
7. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
llf.. 
17. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
2lf.. 
27. 
26. 

A.B. 
J.B. 
D.B. 
J.B. 
J.B. 
T.B. 
R.B, 
K.C. 
B.C. 
J .c. 
R.C. 
A.C. 
J .c. 
F.D. 
D.D. 
G.E. 
R.F. 
K.G. 
G.G. 
G.G. 
J,G, 
E.I. 
B.J, 
C.J • 

2 
1x 
X 
0 
2 
2 
0 
2 
0 
X 
1 
X 
1x 
2 
3 
2 
1 
X 

3 
2 
X 
0 
X 
4. 
1x 
1 

lx 
1 
1x 
2 
X 

3 
2 
1x 
2 
2 
1x 
2x 
2 
4 
2x 
2 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2x 
3x 
2x 
4 

2x 
X 
2 

~ 
3 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 
3x 
2 
4 
3 
2 
4 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 

a 
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Table III shows the distribution of 47 girls in re­

lation to their over-all performance on each of the three 

occasions that the test was given. When a paper was re­

turned blank it was recorded in the 0 category. If the 

paper had a response unrelated to Patriotism it was placed 

in the x category. One correct response on a paper meant 

that the paper would be recorded under category one. One 

correct category and one or more unrelated ideas were re­

corded in the lx category, etc. 

TABLE III 

THE NUMBER AND PERCENT OF CATEGORIES INCLUDING OMISSIONS 
AND UNRELATED IDEAS IN THE INDIVIDUAL RESPONSES 

OF 47 GIRLS TO THE TEST QUESTION ON 

Number 
of categories 

0 
X 
1 
lx 
2 
2x 
3 

~ 
4x 
5' 
5'x 

Total 

THREE DIFFERENT OCCASIONS 

First Time Second Time Third Time 
No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent 

7 14.8 1 2.1 
10 21.2 
6 13.0 
9 19.2 

3 6.3 6 12.9 
2 4.2 4 8.5' 
4 8.5' 2 4.2 

9 19.2 

2 4.2 

9 19.2 17 36.3 
6 12.9 ~ 6.3 

14 29.9 17.0 
1 2.1 
2 4.2 
1 2.1 

5' 10.6 4 8.; 
2 4.2 
1 2.1 2 4.2 

...1 2.1 

47 10<>% 47 10<>% 47 10<>% 

The girls showed a decided increase in the number of 

responses on the second occasion and although a decrease is 

noted on the third, the major portion of the gain was 

sustained. 
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Girls not answering or girls who had entirely unre­

lated answers numbered 17 on the first occasion, 3 on the 

second and 7 on the third. On the first occasion 15 girls 

responded with answers that included two or more correct 

categories, this compared with 38 girls doing so on the 

second and 34 on the third. 

Table IV shows the distribution of 68 boys in re­

lation to their over-all performance on three different 

occasions. When a paper was returned blank it was recorded 

in the 0 category. If the paper had a response unrelated 

to Patriotism, it was placed in the x category. One correct 

category on a paper meant that this paper would be recorded 

under category one. One correct category and one or more 

unrelated ideas were recorded in the lx category, etc. 

--- - ;"'""• ----~~ -;._- ..... 
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TABLE IV 

THE NUMBER AND PERCENT OF CATEGORIES INCLUDING OMISSIONS 
AND UNRELATED IDEAS IN THE INDIVIDUAL RESPONSES 

OF 68 BOYS TO THE TEST QUESTION ON 
THREE DIP'FERENT OCCASIONS 

Number 
of categories First Time Second Time Third Time 

No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent 

0 9 13.4 
X 14 20.9 ' 7.4 8 12.0 
1 10 14.? 3 4.4 6 9.0 
lx 11 16.0 12 18.0 2~ 7.4 
2 11 16.0 21 30.1 34.4 
2x 6 9.0 8 12.0 4 6.0 
3 ' 7.4 9 1~:~ 13 19.4 
~X 3 1 1.4 

1 1.4 ' 7.4 6 9.0 
4x 1 1.4 

' _g --l:.Q .J.. 1.4 

Total 68 lOo% 68 lOo% 68 100% 

The boys showed a decided improvement toward all 

positive aspects when responding to the test question for 

the second time. A slight improvement was made by the 

boys group in some areas when the test question was given 

for the third time. An example of this was that 24 boys 

responded by giving two or more correct responses on the 

first occasion, 48 on the second and 49 on the third, In 

a few areas the improvement made by the boys on the second 

occasion decreased when the test question was given for 

the third time. This was the case of the papers having no 

responses or entirely unrelated answers, 23 on the first 

occasion, ? on the second and 8 on the third. 
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Table V shows how 47 girls responded to specific 

categories in number and in percent. The categories being 

as follows: 

Category 1 -- Loyalty-being faithful and obligated 
to defend or support a country. 

Category 2 -- Love or care of the land and pride 
in it. 

Category 3 -- Respect for the government and its 
laws. 

Category 4 -- Realization of who has and who can 
practice Patriotism. 

Category S -- Miscell.aneous examples relating to 
Patriotism. 

added. 

For this table these further categories have been 

Category 6 

Category 7 

Ideas expressed unrelated to Patriotism. 

No response. 

TABLE V 

THE NUMBER AND PERCENT OF 47 GffiLS RESPONDING IN 
SPECIFIC CATEGORIES FOR THE TEST QUESTION 

ON THREE DIFFERENT OCCASIONS 
Number 

of categories Fir§t Time Second Time Third Time 
No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent 

1 22 46.2 33 69.3 30 63.0 
2 4 8.4 22 46.2 17 3S.7 

~ 6 12.6 14 29.4 s 10.5 
10 21.0 35 73.5 29 60.9 

5 9 18.9 17 3S.7 11 23.1 
6 23 48.3 16 33.6 11 23.1 
7 ___2 10.5 __§_ 12.6 _l 2.1 

Total 79 137 lo4 

The girls showed a decided increase in number of 
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responses on second and third times with the best total 

performance occurring on the second. On the first occasion 

28 girls either did not respond at all or gave a response 

that was unrelated to Patriotism. This number decreases 

• C--

to 16 the second time and further decreases to 12 on the 

third occasion. The total number of correct responses of 

categories 1 through 5 of the 47 girls on the first test 

numbered 51 compared to 121 on test two and 92 on test three. 

The two correct categories that received the greatest 

number of responses on all three occasions were loyalty, 

(category 1) and realization of who has and who can practice 

Patriotism, (category 4). 

TABLE VI 

THE NUMBER AND PERCENT OF 68 BOYS RESPONDING IN 
SPECIFIC CATEGORIES FOR THE TEST QUESTION 

ON THREE DIFFERENT OCCASIONS 
Number 

of 2ategorie§ Fir§t Time Second Time Tb;i.;td Time 
No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent 

1 35 52.5 46 69.0 48 72.0 
2 6 9.0 22 33.0 17 25.5 

~ 9 13.5 13 19.5 11 16.5 
18 27.0 41 61.5 44 66.0 

5 10 15.0 18 27.0 20 30.0 
6 32 48.0 27 40.5 18 27.0 
7 ---.2 13.5 

Total 119 167 168 

The boys did their poorest on the first occasion and 

their best on the third with the greatest margin of im­

provement occurring on the second, A total of 41 boys 
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either gave no responses at all or gave answers unrelated 

to Patriotism on the first occasion, 27 on the second and 

18 on the third, Categories one through five which repre­

sent responses of a positive type numbered 78 on the first 

occasion, 140 on the second, and 150 on the third, 

The two correct categories that were most mentioned 

on all three occasions were loyalty, (category 1), and 

realization of who has and who can practice Patriotism, 

(category 4), When the test question was administered for 

the third time, 72 percent of the boys mentioned category 

one and 66 percent mentioned category four. They were the 

only categories that a majority of the boys mentioned. 
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TABLE VII 

SUMMARY OF THE COMPARISON OF CHANGES FOR 47 GIRLS AND 
68 BOYS IN RESPONDING TO THE TEST QUESTION 

ON THREE DIFFERENT OCCASIONS 
Girls Bovs 

No. Percent No. Percent 
1. Remained the same on all 

three occasions 3 

2. Remained the same on the 
first and second occasion 
and improved on the third 1 

3. Improved on the second oc­
casion and further improved 
on the third 7 

4. Remained the same on the 
first and second and de-
creased on the third 2 

5. Improved on the second 
occasion and remained the 
same on the third 9 

6. Improved on the second 
occasion and decreased on 
the third 18 

7. Decreased on the second 
occasion and improved on 
the third occasion 6 

8. Decreased on the second 
occasion and remained the 
same on the third 0 

9. Decreased on the second 
occasion and decreased 
on the third 

Total 

...l 
47 

2.1 

15.0 

4.2 

19.3 

12.7 

2.1 

6 

4 

13 

3 

17 

15 

8 

1 

...l 

68 

9.0 

6.0 

19.0 

4.5 

22.0 

12.0 

1.5 

1.5 

The changes that occurred on items 1, 2, 4, and 8 

and 9 were so few that they can not be considered significant. 
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In analyzing the remaining four items, numbers 3, 

5, 6, and 7, it becomes evident that the best over-all 

performance made by the entire group was on the second 

occasion, following the showing of the movie on "The 

Meaning of Patriotism". 

The girls in responding to the test question for the 

second time showed more improvement than the boys. However, 

considering the results from all three occasions, the boys 

had the best performance. When the test question was given 

the third time the boys gains were greater, and the boys 

improvement made on test two showed less of a decrease 

than did the girls. 

The following seven pages contain examples of the 

responses of certain pupils to the test question on each 

of the three occasions. These examples represent each of 

the nine possible ways the responses could differ from the 

first administration of the test to the third administration. 
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1. Remained the same on all three occasions 

Test 
Question 
First 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Second 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Third 
Time 

"Patriotism is being a patriot. A patriot is 
a person who wants to be free and will defend 
his country. The word is the meaning of it. 
Patriotism would mean the sort of club or group 
or the thing itself. Being a patriot would 
mean your a worth-while citizen and would defend 
your country at almost any cost. Revolutionary 
war had many, many brave patriots. If there had 
not been patriots then we might have lost the 
war. Patriotism is a very worth-while cause I 
think, and I believe that everyone should 
respect patriots and Patriotism because they 
are defending what they think is right, I think 
if I believe in something and defend it, I'm 
sort of Patriotic." 

"Patriotism is when you fight for your country 
and what it stands for. (your loyal) George 
Washington and his men were patriots. They 
were starting Patriotism. A patriot is loyal 
and if the people were not loyal we would not 
have the u.s. as it is today. If patriotism was 
not in the hearts and minds of our people, We 
could have lost every war their ever was. I'm 
a patriot, I'd do almost anything for the U.S. 
I think the patriots should spread Patriotism. 
As for what Patriotism is, I think its a group 
sort of thing which goes with the first 
sentence." 

"Patriotism is what you are doing when you are 
being a patriot. Patriotism is something that 
you cannot buy. It's what's in you. Loyalty, 
devotion are what makes up Patriotism. If 
people didn't have Patriotism in their blood, 
we might not have won against England. If it 
wasn't here we would have been afraid to do 
what we did for our country. How could I have 
been born here a free person if patriots hadn't 
spread Patriotism. Patriotism is something that 
every man, women, and child holds in his heart. 
Love for their country, devotion, loyalty to 
it, also, are what Patriotism is. This thing is 
in my heart too, even though some people do not 

29 



" 

feel it, it really is there to be set free 
in our country's need. To be set free in war, 
depressions or any other needed time. This is 
what Patriotism is to me." 

2. Remained the same on the first and second occasion and 
improved on the third 

Test 
Question 
First 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Second 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Third 
Time 

"It means to be loyal and to be trustful to 
our country and to obey the laws." 

"It is to obey the laws of our country. It is 
also to be a true American. Many people have 
given their lives for this cause." 

"It is to be loyal to your country and obey its 
la~~. Many great men have died for this cause 
as I would." 

3. Improved on the second occasion and further improved 
on the third 

Test 
Question 
First 
Time 

"To me Patriotism means to be loyal to ones 
country, but this is not the only way I think 
a person can be patriotic. He or she is able to 
show Patriotism by being a good citizen, taking 
part in town projects, honering those who have 
shown Patriotism before us, and respecting the 
rights of our country. The word Patriotism 
actually dates back to the time of the Revolu­
tionary war or perhaps even further than that. 
This was the period of time when America was 
a young and weak country striving for freedom. 
People then showed Patriotism by fighting for 
their country and trying to make it stronger. 
People like Ben Franklin, George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Paul Revere and many more 
were great patriots. They helped to make our 
great country what it is today. Betsy Ross was 
another person who showed great Patriotism by 
making America's first flag. Going to later 
times like those of the Civil War their were 
also many patriots. For an example we could 
take Lee or Grant who were both gallent and Pat­
riotic by fighting for what they thought was 
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Test 
Question 
Second 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Third 
Time 

right. Even today there are a great many people 
who show patriotism by working, voting and doing 
all the things I have mentioned before." 

"Patriotism is love and honor for ones country. 
To me it means being a good citizen, taking part 
in town, state, or country affairs by voting, 
teaching others about their country, or learn­
ing about your country. It is Patriotism Which 
has made America what it is today, a strong, 
proud nation worth honoring and living for. 
Anyone can show Patriotism, its not something 
meant only for certain people but the number of 
people who don't surprise me. Of course many 
people have, and still do. I think the greatest 
Patriotism is shown during the time of war. 
What makes men and boys enlist in the armed 
forces during the time of war and leave their 
family and friends behind? I think its Patri­
otism. What makes men run for the president and 
the semate when they are perfectly happy at 
home. It must be patriotism. Patriotism is 
something great and strong. You either have it 
or you don't. I guess I must have it because 
Why else would I ever want to become a woman 
president?" 

"Patriotism is love, loyalty and understanding 
of ones country. Anyone can be a patriot, 
it takes no special talent. Teachers are 
patriots in the sense of teaching their pupils 
about our country. Parents are patriots in the 
sense of loving their country, taking part in 
their town, state, or country decisions by 
voting and trying to be active in P.T.A., or 
other things Which concern their children and 
could someday make them great leaders. I think 
that maybe we children are or can be patriots 
too. We can be patriots by loving our country, 
trying to understand her, and by cooperating with 
people who can teach us more about her. All over 
the world there are patriots, some very famous, 
some unknown. Great people who help or who have 
helped Patriotism in the past are Betsy Ross, 
Clara Barton, Amelia Earhart, Elizibeth Black­
well, Madame Currie, Thomas Jefferson, Lafayette, 
Lincoln, Washington, Franklin and many more. 
Many of these have not helped in the field of 
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politics but in medicine, science or others. 
These fields are those which make countries 
strong, powerful. Our own president, senators 
are patriots. They work together for our country 
doing what they think is best and making the 
decisions which they think are right. They love 
our country and they are the people who make it." 

4. Remained the same on the first and second and decreased 
on the third 

Test 
Questiclm 
First 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Second 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Third 
Time 

"Patriotism to me is being to live in a free 
country that can work and worship like you feel, 
Being able to do these things because men and 
boys loved their country enough to fight and 
die for it. George Washington was one of the 
people that loved his country enough to go to 
all the hardships in order to make his people 
live in freedom. It was no wonder that he was 
called the father of his country. Think of 
Abraham Lincoln how he believed that all people 
of any color are created equal. Yes these are 
a couple of people that worked and fought for 
our country, the United States of America." 

•To love your country enough to die for it. As 
a famous man that was captured by the red coats. 
Before he died his last words were, "I regret 
that I .have but one lif to loose for my country", 
A farmer is a patriot. There was once a man 
that planted a lot of things, He worked with 
plants and restored much of our national parks 
out west, A newspaper publisher is a patriot 
and the governor is a patriot." 

"It means to me that you love the country enough 
to die for it. Like the farmer that gives 
almost all of his time to the better of the 
country, As the lawyer and the school teacher 
that are loyal and teach Patriotism. That•s 
what it means to me," 

5. Improved on the second occasion and remained the same 
on the third 

Test 
Question 
First 
Time 

Patriotism to me is patriots. Patriots to me 
are people who have been in war. When fighting 
many died. They served for their country in the 
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Test 
Question 
Second 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Third 
Time 

service many volunteered to fight and to serve 
their country. The country should honor these 
people but some people did not want to serve 
their country and that was a disappointment for 
the head people of the service. People need to 
volunteer for fighting if we have a war with 
Russia we need armies and people need to 
volunteer. Russia is much larger than the 
United States so we need armies and volunteers. 
That is what I think Patriotism is." 

"Patriotism is other people who respect other 
people and care about other people who have 
served in their own country and Who have fought 
in wars and made their country a success and not 
a failure. Everyone can be a patriot if they 
care a respect people who have served in their 
country. One who loves his country and is 
great-ful that our country has not been de­
stroyed by other enimies. Do you respect your 
country and do you honor those people who gave 
up their lives but still remain alive? We 
should all be thankful to patriots. We are alive 
and so we have a chance to enjoy life." 

"Patriotism means to me all the people who gave 
up their lives to fight for our country. People 
do this because they love their country and they 
honor their country too. These people still a-
live and dead should be honored for what they 
did. We should all be thankful for what they 
did, how they did it and that we still have a 
firm country have a lot of patriots and other 
people. 

I also feel we are lucky to have a beautiful 
country have a free world and we don't have to 
be told what to do how we have to do it. On 
memorial day we should be very much thankful, 
worship the people who did give up their lives 
to and are dead but they saved our country. 
This is the way I feel." 

6. Improved on the second occasion and decreased on the 
third 

Test 
Question 
First 
Time 

'~o me Patriotism means someone who is loyal to 
his country. Someone who has respect for the 
government and other people, a person who obeys 
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Test 
Question 
Second 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Third 
Time 

the law and who wants to help it. Someone 
who celebrates certain occasions that are 
important. A person that respects people who 
have an interest in the law or government. If 
someone is doing something bad, a patriot 
should correct him and make him understand how 
to do it right. If someone is breaking the 
law a good patriot would try to make him under­
stand that he is doing it wrong. If the person 
kept on doing this the patriot should tell the 
police." 

"To me Patriotism means to be loyal to your 
country. It doesn't matter who or what you 
are, you can still be a good patriot. By 
obeying the laws of your country and enforcing 
them you can be a good patriot. If someone 
were doing something against the law a good 
patriot would try to stop him and to correct 
him. He would tell him what and how to do the 
right thing. Anybody no matter what religion, 
race, or creed can be a good patriot just by 
having faith in his country and obeying the 
laws of it. You don't have to be a great hero 
or anything important just as long as you are 
loyal to your country. Many colonist were 
patriots and a lot of them were heros but still 
there were some that weren't important at all 
but they were still patriots because they were 
loyal to their country. They fought, and many 
lives were lost to have freedom and not be 
governed by other. That is a good patriot. 
If someone has the courage and is really loyal 
to his country he would die for his country. 
A good patriot would not be treated like a 
slave or a beast very long if he were a good 
patriot. He would fight for liberty and free­
dom. In the United States today we have our 
freedom and can do as we please, but yet still 
in other countries they are under communist 
rules and are ruled by harsh dictators. Some­
day they might have freedom like the United 
States." 

·~o me patriotism means to have faith in your 
country. If we were in war and the enemy was 
approaching, I think that good patriots would 
have faith. By that I mean have faith that 
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your own country would come and stop the enemy 
from attacking you. There can be all kinds of 
patriots that are loyal to their country in 
different ways. Some people go to church all 
the time and some people join fighting forces 
like the Marines and the Army. But no matter 
what you are, if you are loyal to your country 
you are a good patriot." 

z. Decreased on the second occasion and improved on the 
third occasion 

Test 
Question 
First 
Time 

11 It is when you either do or don't, for example: 
He went to the memorial day. He is a patriot 
means you do things to serve your country. you 
fight for your country. People who live in 
America help the country grow for instance the 
Boy Scouts of America are helping the country 
grow. The Girl Scouts are helping to Make 
America grow, they are learning how to plant 
things, to make America look beautiful. The 
Boy Scouts are helping little children to cross 
the streets and leanning how to be obedient, 
that is what I think Patriotism is. It might 

:: 

be something else but this is that I think it is. 11 

Test 
Question 
Second 
Time 

11To me anybody can be a patriot, he or she 
doesn't have to be a hero. A patriot can be a 
normal everyday person nobody in particular. A 
patriot is anybody who takes part in the 
American life. Any child can be a patriot or 
any parents, it doesn't matter. George 
Washington was a great patriot with all the 
things that he did to help America grow, there 
were who followed him like Abraham Lincoln our 
sixteenth president. A normal Patriot: A 
patriot in the rain sees a little girl with no 
jacket on all wet he goes over to her and. gives 
her his coat and takes her home to dry off. 
Then he finds her parents and tells them what 
he did for their little girl. 

The men in the civil war helped America by 
fighting for their country. This is what 
Patriotism means." 
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Test 
Question 
Third 
Time 

11 I think that Patriotism is something that 
someone has one time or other. It means that 
you should help our country, love it too. It 
isn't everybody ~o can take this opportunity. 
You should as a patriot be loyal to one's town 
state and country. You should go to town 
meetings, school P.T.A. Some people say are 
you going? "No", well then I won't go is an 
example of a bad patriot just because his or 
her neighbor won't go, he or she won't go. 
Just think if nobody went where this country 
would be today?" 

8. Decreased on the second occasion and remained the same 
on the third 

Test 
Question 
First 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Second 
Time 

"Patriotism is loyalness to my country. It 
Means that I should do things to help make this 
country of ours a better place to live in. One 
way of doing this is to study my work at school 
because I think that the world we live in today 
needs more scientists, more professors, all of 
these and more are needed to help build and 
design new inventions to get our country ahead. 

It also means that people who believe in 
ideas should fight it out and make people 
believe in what he's trying to tell them. In 
that way people get a better way of living. 

It means to me that I should also take part 
and doing good deeds. Patriots are people who 
are loyal to their country. This is what it 
means to me. Stealing and killing people does 
not help this country at all. It pulls it down." 

"Patriotism to me means love and devotion for 
one's country, by this I mean helping it along, 
by raising good crops make our countries people 
stronger. Fight for it and stand by it from 
countries who wish to take over our free world. 
Being a good citizen, try helping our country 
to be a better place to live in. Any person 
who shows love and devotion for his or her 
country, and is willing to stand up for its 
rights, iS to me a patriot." 
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Test 
Question 
Third 
Time 

"Patriotism means love and devotion for one's 
country. By this I mean when there is a war 
between your country and another, a patriot 
would be willing to stand up fight, or even 
die for his country, that's Patriotism. Any 
person is a patriot, you don't have to fight 
in a war to do this justice for your country. 
A farmer is a patriot, he works the land and 
makes the crops grow and this feeds the mouths 
of the people of this country. The homemaker 
is a patriot and she shows Patriotism by 
teaching her children the right way of doing 
things. The children have to be taught the 
right way because they are the future leaders 
of tomorrow. Doctors and many other people are 
patriots and the things they do for their 
country is Patriotism." 

9. Decreased on the second occasion and decreased on the 
third 

Test 
Question 
First 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Second 
Time 

Test 
Question 
Third 
Time 

"To me Patriotism is when someone belongs to 
their country, stay with their country and not 
go against it. The person would do anything 
the country needs like obeying the laws." 

"It is about the unknown men who died for our 
country and the people who come to see them. 
A lot of them we may not ever know but we 
know they died for the country and they have 
a stone where they are buried. A lot of the 
people all over the world come over and see 
where they are buried. Mothers, newspapermen, 
teachers, and even doctors were there. We 
know they died for our country and that's all 
we have to know because if they were good 
enough to go leave their families and maybe 
loose their life in it they were good men. 11 

"It mean that different people like different 
thing. When people want different things. 
When people want to believe in other ways, 
and don't like the ways you do things. Some 
people doesn't like it, and others do so there 
is a difference in opinions." 

-u---ro---.c ·~· • 
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CHAPI'ER IV 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The purpose of this study was (1) to determine from 

a group of sixth grade children, how, without any prepa­

ration, they responded in writing, to a question of what 

Patriotism means to them, (2) to determine how the same 

group, after viewing a movie entitled 11The Meaning of 

Patriotism", responded in writing, to the same question 

regarding Patriotism, (3) to determine how the same group 

of sixth grade children view Patriotism, five weeks after 

the showing of the movie, (4) to categorize, analyze and 

interpret all the responses in the light of objective 

criteria, (5) to determine the effect of showing the 

movie, uThe Meaning of Patriotism", (6) to determine the 

frequency of specific ideas according to sex, and (7) to 

determine and analyze the types of negative responses. 

To carry out the investigation, permission was 

obtained from the superintendent of schools. Prior to 

each testing, instruction sheets, containing complete 

directions were sent to the teachers of the classes 

which ~ere participating. The instruction sheets gave 

directions on how to get children to write free composi­

tions on what Patriotism meant to them. 
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In order to determine from the responses of the 115 

sixth grade children under investigation, just What 

Patriotism meant to them, seven categories were set up to 

analyze and interpret the responses. The seven categories 

used were (1) loyalty--being faithful and obligated to 

defend or support a country, (2) love or care of the land 

and pride in it, (3) respect for the government and its 

laws, (4) realization of who has and Who can practice 

Patriotism, (5) miscellaneous examples relating to 

Patriotism, (6) ideas expressed unrelated to Patriotism, 

and (7) no response. 

It is recognized that these responses are merely 

verbalisms. There is no accurate way of determining what 

the children actually practice. 

The responses of the 115 boys and girls to the 

question "What does Patriotism mean to you?" on the first 

occasion were very poor with only 39 children mentioning 

two or more correct categories. A combined total of 53 

children either did not respond at all, or if they did so, 

mentioned one or more ideas unrelated to Patriotism. In 

comparing percentages, this meant 34 percent of the group 

indicated some understanding of Patriotism while 46 percent 

showed very little or complete lack of knowledge. There 

was only a slight difference between the boys and the 

.. , 
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girls as to the quality and quantity of their responses. 

The type of negative responses varied greatly and in­

cluded such areas as religion, politics, and science. 

The day before the test question was administered 

for the second time, the groups viewed a movie entitled 

"The Meaning of Patriotism". In analyzing these results 

a decided improvement was evident as 87 children, a figure 

that represented 76 percent of the group, mentioned two 

or more correct categories. Everyone of the 115 boys and 

girls wrote some type of reply on the second occasion. 

The number of children mentioning unrelated ideas de­

creased as did the range of unrelated ideas. The results 

showed a decided improvement on the part of both groups 

and although very little difference was in evidence, the 

girls as a whole did improve slightly more than the boys. 

A span of five weeks separated the second adminis­

tering of the test question from the third. No pre­

teaching was done prior to administering the test question 

on the third and final occasion. The results showed that 

the gain made on the second occasion decreased slightly 

but in comparison to the first time the test question was 

answered, much improvement was noticeable. A total of 83 

children, four less than on test two, responded by men­

tioning two or more correct categories. The number of 
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children with unrelated answers declined. Only 29 

children, which is approximately 2' percent of the group, 

mentioned any categories unrelated to Patriotism. The 

girls' group dropped slightly on the third occasion, and 

as a result, the boys' group on this final time was the 

better of the two. 

Conclusions 

1. The only significant fact revealed in a com­

parison of the boys' group to the girls', is that there 

appears from the results of this limited study to be 

very little difference between the groups concerning how 

they view Patriotism. 

2. One viewing of "The Meaning of Patriotism" 

improved the quality and quantity of the correct responses, 

and decreased the range and number of unrelated ideas. The 

effect that other sources such as parents, teachers, books, 

etc., had is unknown. 

3. Due to the continued improvement on each of the 

succeeding occasions, it is felt that this project has, to 

a degree, aided those who participated in developing a 

better understanding of the ideas involved in the term 

"Patriotism". 

4. Patriotism is a term that does not have the 

same written meaning for everyone. What is the impli-
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cation for education? 

5. Patriotism is more than a verbalism. It is a 

term which might lend itself more realistically toward 

an inner definition found in the heart and in an outward 

demonstration through the ways in which a person lives 

his daily life. What is the school's function and obli­

gation in the development of Patriotism? 

Recommendations for Further Study 

1. Compare end of year sixth grades and end of 

year eighth grades on their understanding of the meaning 

of Patriotism. 

2. Do individual interviews with children who 

submit papers of unusual depth and understanding in an 

attempt to discover factors which might have influenced 

their responses. 
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