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INTRODOCTION 

Statement of Problem 

TI1is study is an attempt to measure t he reading achievement in Pebru-

ary 1957 of the children in the first grade success study who had not 

reached primer level in June of 1956. Individual t ests measuring know-

ledge of letter names and sounds and a vocabulary inventory test were 

administered to one hundred and twenty-nine children in three different 

communities. Their scores on similar t ests in Sept ember, January and 

June t he previous year were used to discover gro\rth patterns. 
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4. Initial consonant of a word somewhat easier than identifying 
final consonant 

s. Varied in visual memory with a diminishing number of correct 
responses as length of words increased 

6. Identification of small letters was more difficult than identifi­
cation of capitals . 

7 . Identification of sounds of small letters was more difficult than 
identification of sounds of capitals 

8. The teacher's rating scale results indicated normal distribution 
in; physical maturity, attention in group, social adjustment, 
emotional adjustment , motor control, verbal fluency . Most of 
the children came to school \dth no errors in speech. 

9. It appears that the knowledge in all of the areas tested in Sep­
tember affect reading achievement. Children paired exactly for 
mental age but achieving differently in reading in November, one 
high and one low, showed differences on all of the factors mea­
sured in September in favor of the high reading group. Those 
differences were all significant except the motor. " 

Reading achievement was measured in October and February on different 

forms of the Detroit Word Recognition Test. The test resulted in the fol-

10\dng data: 

1. Mean of high reading group was 4. 9 compared with 1. 4 for 10\'1 read­
ing group. 

2. Mean scores of high reading group in identification of letters 
from dictation was 13. 80 to 9. 27 for low reading group 

3. Auditory, initial sounds - 8. 79 for high reading group compared 
to 6. 42 for low reading group; final sounds - 7. 31 for high read­
ing group compared to 5. 04 for low reading group 

4. Visual memorization, 9. 18 for high reading group compared to 7. 14 
for l0\'1 reading group 

5. Identification of names of capitals, 11. 36 for high reading group 
compared to 9. 12 for 10\'1 reading group 

6. Identification of sounds of capitals, 2. 78 for high reading group 
compared to . 851 for lo\'1 reading group 

1. Identification of names of lower case, 9.33 for high reading group 
compared to 5. 15 for low reading group 
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CHAPTER III 

ANALYSIS OF DATA 

'lbe data wereanalyzed to compare the test results of September 1955 , 

January 1956 and February 1957. 

Tables I and II sho\'1 the distributions, means , and standard deviations 

of the mental and chronological ages in September 1955. 

TABLE I 

DISTRIBUTION OF CHRONOLOOICAL AND MENTAL 
AGES IN SEPTEMBER 1955 

CA MA 

99-101 2 
96-98 1 
93-95 1 
90-92 4 
87-89 1 1 
84-86 1 10 
81-83 9 11 
78-80 18 19 
75-77 37 19 
72-74 35 14 
69-71 22 10 
66-68 2 12 
63-65 7 
60-62 2 
51-59 5 
54-56 2 
51-53 1 
48-50 1 
45-47 3 

Total 125 i25 
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TABLE II 

MEAN CHRONOLOGICAL AND MENTAL AGFS 

N CA MA 
Mean SD Mean SD 

125 74.98 

The chronological ages ranged from 66 months to 89 months with a mean 

of 74.98. The mental ages ranged frOl'l 45 months to 101 months with a mean 

Tables III and IV show the distributions, means, and standard devia-

tions on tests of knowledge of capital letters in September 1955, January 

1956, and February 1957. n1e means are compared for the three different 

measuring periods. 
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TABLB III 

DISTRIBUTION OF SCORES ON KNOWLEDGE OF CAPITAL 
LE'ITERS IN SEPTEMBER 1955, JANUARY 1956 AND 

FEBRUARY 1957 

September January February 
1955 1956 1957 

4 13 73 
15 25 

6 9 
9 8 
4 2 
3 1 

1 6 1 
7 4 

(concluded on next page) 
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