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THE GRADED BIBLE SCHOOL.

Within recent years, as the outgrowti of
the newv child study tn v ich a branrey of psychology
has heern devoted, has come the need and demand for
the ~raded Bible School. As has too frequently
been the record of ecclesiastical ™mistory, a
lagmard church ever following tre world i needed

reform, s¢ here the so~called day or public schools

have far surpasged tre Sunday or Bitle School, until

to the growing youtb the Sunday School has tecome
a by=-word of reproach. In the coantry Sunday=-
School, the hoys are entirely atsent except those
too voung to make ary protest. In small city
chiirches, the same thin% has heen true and in
the larrer churches the few toys attendin~ have
becn only too frequently those who had not mettle
enough to revolt. In some cas=s attendance Mas
been increascd Ly coferinf ap the defects of the
system by spectacular advertising and drum beating.
But the real fault lay in the system itself.
Sunday after Sunday the pgrowing youbh, full of 1life,

are bid come and listen to disquisitions by novices
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on the morality of (very frequently) outlandish
passages of Scripture from which not a drop of
milk covld be drawn; Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel,

Noah's Ark, the brazen serpent, and such like, or

the exagerated history of old, dry kirms about which

no one cared anything; while the unsuspecting and
fullible youth are *taught to velieve everytlinc
as literally true.

The course used was planned years aro and
has hardly been altered since. Tre first six
months the subject is the Book of Genesis treated
as historical fact, then just as come interest is
being arovsed in the o0ld ratriarchs, the Sunday
School must jump with a hundred thousand more.
to the New Testament and the life of Jesus, again
as teacher and sunerintendent are beginnires to
get results, away goes *he gan1e back to tre woods
of the ancient kings. In the nidst of
Rehoboam and Jeroboam, the Sunday School returns
to Christ, perhaps finishine the course, then batk
to Babylonia and Assyria, so apain before the
vear is out or the o0ld dry kinzis exhausted, Paul

comes bhefore us i~ kaleidoscopic chanre, Then

I
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back to Adam and Bve fo continue the weary routine,

The results of such a systen are easily I
seen if one will hut take the time to quiz the E
Sunday School:
l1- There is practically no knowledre of the Bible
as the took,; lesson leaves have been used, and

in a general way the pupils believe that it all

has come ovi of that bip book closed on the pulpit
desk,

2- The scholars have no knowledre of the Bible
chronologimsally- they have worse= they have a

mis=knowledge. 01d Testarient patriarchs and

kings are mixed up witix Jesus and Paul, I once
asked a youns girl who came first,Jesus or Abraham, ﬂ
and she couldn't answer. The young people crow K
up believing in a chaotic chronology which is som-
waat after the order of their zig-zag course of
leaflet stndy.

3= The Bible Las Yecome to the youth a nass of
trite platitudes of no meaning, He has no
principle of discrimination and so no power.
Beautiful legend portrayine the distinctive mind
of the Hebrew, a marvelous history of a people,
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unsurpassed poetry, virile prophecy, all have

sunk to the dead level of goody-goody platitudes of
some gorely pressed misinformed teacher vho is
constantly "trying to bring out the moral of the
legsson® as though God's Book needed such aid.

4~ Not only has the pupil been made fo helieve

as historical fact that which is myth, but for him
truth itself has hecoime itwisted. This is brought
about in two ways. The every word of the Bible
is not divinely inspired, neither is every life
that is there presented to us a patern of virtue,

and noreover, mere words and texts are not constant

1y teaching trite dicta.Frequently far from it.
And to so invert, and twist the simple language
of a simple record is tb teach falsehood, Againy
wnen the great fundameniyal uglversal truth of
the whole Book, embodied i< legend, poetry,
vEstory and high prose of the great organ voices
of God are so bLelittled by these petty platitudes
so that the former is lost sight of, truth again
is upon the scafold.
5- We have so far very plainly been speaking

of the Lositive detriment that our Sunday School




system has been causing. In thus far it has bem

a positive evil, we now turn to the negative
results. When opportunity for great good and

for vital results is presented as is the case of

the opportunity of a schocl connected with The churd
of Gad and that opportunity is let slip because mn's
minds are tied to worn out ideas, there is sin of
omission, Here is the greatest record the world
has ever seen,- a Book so0 intensely human and so
intensely divine that, by the history of a pecul-
iarly called people and a literature unsuppassed

by any, it reveals a God of love to men and at

the same time touches upon *the deepest sprinrs of
man's nature, Bven taught or mis-taught as it
constantly is i=n our Suﬁd&y School, it cannot help
leading the young to God, yet what possivilities

are open to the real Bivle School to lead the grov=
‘ing youth into the church.

The Sunday School has performed a sreat
work, That cannot be mininized. But again we
st confess that as compared with its greater
opportunities it has been laggard. The cause of

this dificiency, contradictory though it ought to




be, is found in the positiorn *aken by the churer.
The cnurch Mas considered chiildren as of depraved

nature wno nust e converted and rescued fromn the

Devil before they covld inherit eternal l1life. Thus

there corld be no education, no training. The
whole idea was to get the children to see that tlmy
vere sinners, aliens from God, and then ir fear
and tremblinéixo througn'an enotional exprerience
called conv rsion,and that v 5 all, This Xxind
of thin~ is shovm in the children's catachisms and
hymms of fifty years ago. Here is one yuoted by
Prof. George A, Coe:

"There is bevond the sky

A heaven of joy and love;
And noly ch&ldfen, when they die,

Go to that world arove.

"There is a dreadful hell,
And eve-lasting pains;
There sinners =wust with devils dwell,

In darknees, fire, and chains,

"Can such a crild as I

Escape this awful end?
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And may I hope, whene'er I die,

I shall to heavcen ascend?

"Then will I read and pray,
WVhile I have 1life and breath;
Lest I should be cut off to-day,
And sent t' eternal death,”
This kind of thing was brought about by
the church's former doctrine of total depravity.
Nothings in the child is worth bhringing out,
Development can do nothiug for him and he -wust
valit until something happens= a great emotional
upheavel with sighs and sroans« before he can so
much as begin to be religzious. Prom this we
have departed to~day. ., Everywhere is it declared
that all 1little children go to heaven, yea, .nore
than that, that they are in God's kingdom and be=-
long to Him, But we have not gone far enouh.
Somehow, althougli we believe thus, there still
remains an absolute insistance on conversion
coming later on in the crild's life. The
chnréﬁ has again Leen strangely dull in not seeing

this contradiction. The new evangel is, not only

“that all childgen are in God's kingdon, but that
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they ought to be so trained that they should
always remain members of that kingdom and never
know themselves as alienated from God, but they .
should grow spiritually as they grow physically and
uentally.

Through such pioneer souls as Horace
Bushnell with the new dog¢trine of "Christian Nurturd
the church nas € owly come to believe tlat childrren
ought to be trained in the love and knowlegge of
God, althouun a good many moss backs still remain
who inconsistently and dogmatically, but with a
good deal of show of holy religious zeal insist
upon nothing but conversion. To meet these new
positions, and at the zsame time cover up the
deficiencies in thaf de%artment of its activity
to vhich this work properly bvelonyss, the Sunday
School, the church has had to resort to
pastor's classes for the young, Junior ILeagues,
Bpworth Leagues with their mission and Bible stug
classes, and like sporadic movements, The latest
development of this type is the boys and men's clbs

to interest the male branch of the race in God,

When all the time a new age has cone and tre
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world demands of the church that it take an advance
position. Tet thiere be light.

As we look for guidance in the child's
recligious training, we notice that there are three
factors to be considered: First, the child; second,
the reiigious life; and third, that which pertains
to the Bible School, the applig.ation of the latter
to he former.

We begir with the child. Really, he
is the starting point, Unless we nad hin,
there would te no need of this discussioa.

With Prof. Coe, "We are not %o think of the child
as a minature reason a aminiature will, and a
miniature conscience, b?t rather as a simpler
personality which is in process of organig-ing
itself into reason, conscisnce, and will." In
a rough way, his rife va, be divided into the
periods of infancy, childhood, and adolescence.
Durin,” this time he is &ﬁdergoing a précess of
development. At first all "is needs nust be wuet,
he soon develops the play iupulse which is a natural
trait and not one to be killed but to be trained

into the right channels. To try to kill this
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impulse on Sunday or in any connecivion with
religion naturally turns that child away from
religion. Then comes the age of interést in
wvonder-stories, And here again we have a proger
development, "Reason and imagination are not
antagoniastic to each other except vhere false
education has made them so." Then comes the age
of questionings, in viaich naturally the child

seeks to know and justly so, and should be answered
as his age can understand. Adolescence frought
wvith dangers follovs., The individual ego begins
to assert itself and at the same time comes the
gang impulse, This is a time of increcased emotion-
al exXperiences and therefore the early part of this
period is the time for a right decision in regard
to the religious life. The largest proporticn

of conversions occurs here, The influences

that touch the sentiments are more effective now
than ~at any other period of life. Later as the
youth grows into munhood he pésses through the
period of intellectual doubts and questionings and
the real forming of the adult is taking place.

n=

We next turn to look at Lhe religious life,




Jesus cane preachin, tihe Kingdomr of God and reveal=-
ing to mankind the love of God and “is interest

in r:mn, a truth never *efore xkno'n in that greas,
high, intimate sense. And he required of men
t.at tkey forsake sin, have 1aith in God, and éling
to righteoisness, through belief ir his own per=-
sonality. To a sinner and one outside the King-
dom of God this came by a couplet: turning aroupd
and instead of following the sinful course, of
foIlowing the opposite, that of righteousness,

or, in other words, of being converted. To

adults in sin this wes necessary. But with the

childyen,=- they are already in the Kingdom

of God, for Jesus took them in his arms and sald,
tSuffer the children to come unto me, and forbid
them not, for to them is the Kingdom of Heaven."

As they grow up then, it is necessary that these
little ones of the Kingdom who are placed in our
care should be trained in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord and the truth be imparted to them ac-
cording to their development. As they reach tk
so-called age of accountability they should be

taught that they are God's and when adolescence
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comes they may be confirmed as members of God's
church. Thus the child should grow up never
knowing himself as ofher than in the Kingdom.

If he should deliberately choocse the wvil rather
than the good, then he may be a subject for conver=-
sion. But otherwise, if we talk cf conversion

of the child, it cannot mean other than a turning
gway fror God. To be one, there must be two
conversions,

The aprlication of this training in religion
to the child follows i order, and the great
importance and place of this vork cannot be over-
esti.ated, So I au row to speak for the graded
Bible School. I purposely drop the old desig=
nation and use the new because of the emphasis
upon the word, Bible. We have been led away foom
it by good intentioned, but out of date, teaching.

Let us now set back to vse that word more fre=-

'quently and to use the Book. Let us rather say,

"Forward with the Bitle and wit: Christ.®
The graded Bihle School is none other that
radagogy and the Bible together for our yocugh. A

principle so plal n wnd siple that it is s yprising

.
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that it was nct apj:leed and wvorked out long aso0.
Here wa cannot do bevicr 3 aun %0 look at the

exaiiple of our so=called secnlar sclhicold. Ve

see tha?, altliouph perfection has by no means as yet
be=n attal-~ed, *.e zraded public scliocls are a

great success. But they are incorplete, The
intellectual, physical, asthetic, side of our

youth are ¢ ltivated while the religious nature

is ahsol tely left ogt. But vhen we look for a

good definition of education, sucl. cannot be left

ouvu. The preparation for no other tran {for 1life
itself, is educaticn. The religious and moral
element st L e there. The Bitle Scliool must

supplement the Public Séhool.

Another imperative claims attention., To
be truly-succesafﬁl vhe school rust be graded.
"The ferndautirn of all progress ip our public
schonrls has beer tre= system of grading by wrich
the subjects nwy be ordered and adapied to the pupily
ard a complete and rounded education made possilble.
It seems that any great improvement in *the Bible
School must hegin by introducing a system of

grades similar %o that in the day schools.®
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For this there should be a continuous course with
regular promotions. The Bible, text-books on

- Bible, churck “istory, and missions, aaps, refer-
ence books should take the place of the ephemeral
leaflets.

All Jhe activities of the young people
should center around the Bible School. The Junior
League should bhe an intcgreal part, as also ilhe
Epworth League and young nen'’s clubs. The
pastor's training class for the ,oung converts
and probaviorers likewise belongs here. Huch
beit2~ resulis would be obtained in thus bringing
the various organizations ¢f the church for its
young pebple togetlhier, uniting them and making
each do its quota of work for religious education.

The departments of the School have been
well worked out, as: 1= The Cradle Roll, taking
in the babies under tne age Vkhere they can coame
to the schoul, 2= The Kindergarten includes all
childyen wno have not yet entered the first
grade of the public schooly 3~ The Graded Bible
School. divided into Junior; Intermediate, and

Senior, included@ twelve grades corresponding

i
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to the grades of the . .blic schouls through the
high school, Then follow as a collegiate
course, 4~ the adult Bible classes, and 5~ the
normal course for teachers, and as & department
of this advance uofk, 6~ the Howe Study Depariment.
In this school we are to notice three
princirles whriecl are fundamental. The first is
thet which is always rplaced {irst by pedazogy.

"Teaching, both in maiter and method, nust be

‘adapted to *he capability of the taugh..? And

so the mature of Jhe develuping child is to be
considered. The play impulse must te cultivat-
ed and puided in the kindergarten by sand tables,
colored pictures, and the ac*ting out of simple Bible
stories; the, later interest in wonder siories, by
the wvond r s*ories of Genesis; the tendency to
hero worship, by the stories of the greal Old
Testament pharacters, and modern missionary
heroes; then the stid; of the biography of Paul
and of Jesus and the Yistory of the Jews , follov~
ed in graded oraccr by an appreciation of che
voetry and finally of the grand prophecy of the

Jews,

i
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Our second pri:wizle is that the scho.l it

+
si.ould be graded according to the Bible material,

Instead of being trealed in a semi-superstitious
wag the Bille 1s trealeada as it is, a conpllation "
of myuv1, biograpay, history, poetry, sermons, I
law, prophecy, letters, and embracins she ristory

of a .tarvelously chosen people from their earliest
times until the Christian church is founded.

The naterial, varvir~ thus ir literar; sityle and H
als¢ ir import, cannot be taught unless properly
systematized and properly related part to part for
graded study. fCareful selectiop hust be wade
for eacli are of the clild and so presented as to
become a part of that child's intellectual
equiptment. As the child's nature

unfolde, the revelation of God to mankind thw ugh

the developuent of a people from its ckildhood

in a nomad tribe uwp to its fully developed !

priesthood and law and its consummation in the "

coming of the Redeemer, will likewise unfold itself ﬁ

to him, ; i
¥hat possitilities lie hidden trere! XNo

other history is so frought with neaning. The
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budding of the conceptiin of one true God in a

time and place of surrounding p@lytheism, and the
blossoming out of this God given idea in.o a
childlike trust of z naticn upon their God as
Father; the marvelous and unparalleled conception
of God as person dealing with persons shown in
poetry und = ag- the divine immanence- while nations
around were nature fakirs; the bursting forth of
that great conception from the lins of the pro=-
rhets, the storm petrels of nistory, when the
Mationdl relicion seemed almost doomed by an empt,
rituvaliem and immorality; and finally through
bloody trial, persecutioﬁ by foes without and worse
foes within the nation, purified by fire and
sword, that coaception of God, by the very death-
lessness of the idea itself, bears fruit in the
comirg of Jesus. But here, ever, we carrot
gtop. We find all tha* has gone before is but
the grey that precedes the dawn and the bright agy
Jesus with hi: life of love and salvation to men,
and his great exponent, Paul, and the early

church and victory‘avd an established Christiarity

centering about “he Christ are what follow.

]
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The study of the Bible could profitably
be suprlemented by & brief history of the Qevelop- H
ment of c¢hke church from the apostolic are to the ”
presant and by stydy in Christian missions, The
Bitle study classes and mission study classes as "
conducted by the Epworth League are nothing else I
than a reflection on a failure on the part of che
Sunday Schooul,

But there is still a third plrinciple and this
the most important of all and for the want of which

the other two are useless and the schocl a total

failure. Tr.e school must be rraded for the
spiritual development of the child. The real
mission of tlie Bible school lies here, No "

mis .ake ought to be made as to presenting
the Bible truthfully and according to its nature !
or later intellectual doubts ey impede the relig-
ious 1if: of Jhe growir youth, buv the object

of our school is to save the youtl o the Kingdom
of God, and in so doing to save lives for life.

Ve have zlread) see.. that he is God's child,

Jesus cl@imed the childgen and he claims nim

to~day, and in the sacrament of infant baptisn
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the church acknowledges this claim and pledges

itself with the family to bring the child up in the

nurture and adronition of the Lord. The part

of the church in this is the graded Bible Schocl.,
As the impulses of the child are unfolded

they are gulded by a wise Christian teacher. No

one but\é consecrated disciple of Chris® can Le

a teacher in a Sunday School, It 'is worse

than no teacher at all to have one who has not th

burden of the responsibility of spiritual train=-

ing, to at;empt a class of boys and girls in

the Sunday Sclioocl, Here is the crﬁx of meeting

this importaent principle. The spiritual 1ife is

taught largely through personal contact. Jegsug!

life and teaclhing and the vpole basis of our faith

on & yperson teaches us that,. Bven more imporiant

"than the Bible is the person of the teacher. God

mast literally aﬁide in that man or voman vhno is
to be in chagge of the spiritual development of
the child, In ifiportance, the selection of
this teacher far exceeds thet of her sister in tle
day school,

Consequently, wve see the need of proper




teacher-training for tLis .ork. And for the
teacher of these teachers there must be some one
of special ilraining and equiptment. Unless such
a specialist cam be had, the pasior ought to be
the head of this department. The teachers!
meeting and teacher training class is one of the
most inportant elements of the Bible Schicol. This
class if taught by the pastor ought to Le at some
other tijne than the sess{on of the school, for his
presence is needec elsewhere- just then. That

is in a specially important class.

I spealr of the class in the intermediate
department for boys and girls of the adolescent
change. Thie is properly the pastor's class,
Ordinarily we have divorced it from the system
and the pastor has something like it meet him on
gome week night, Most frequently this i mportant
clags is neglected alvogether, and the youch pass
this age in the charge of some ignorant uveacher
who entirelv misses the importamce of this avkward
and unmanagable age of the boys and bashful age of
the girls, and the point of contact is lost.

In our Bible Schocl these candidates
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for munhood and womanhood reach whe pasior's

class wit: a good founda ion in Bitrle xno.led. e that

is 1airly well systematized in tleir winds.

The pastor vwidh Yie lady assis.are, preferatly tu

rastor's wifa, no.w tares * Lue in chabge for a

year. "The direce aim of the wrk 1. tlis

grade ie to secure definite choice of Jhe Christian

1life at .he iwd” wen such clicices .may e most

natvrali, a1d readily made. This aim wi.l best

be attained * bringin, wae scliclars to a direct

and practical study of Jhe Tacts of Christian exper-

ie.ce, from viich conversion and public ecnfession

may follow as the natural fruitage, . + . The

task of the teacher is w0 help the boys and girls

who have reacned .lic uge of adolescence to

develop natarally inte Christian men and women,"
The report lere yuoted, suggests as the

subjects for this ninth grade: Success in life,

Being a Chris*ian, Crriscian hopes and beliefs,

Christian .duties, the church, the Bible, Prayer,

etc. = We woulda suggest that for the first qQuarker

of the year, a con~ent review of the Bible be

given as to its sriritual - essage to men, and this
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followed (or preceded) by the same amount of time
spent in & psychologieal study of man's nature and
the necessity of spiritual training, then the second
hali year may be given over to a study of such
topics as Being a Christian, Taith, Prayer, and

the Christian life as the crown of perfect manhood
and woraithood. Jesus Christ shouldpe constantly
held up as the ideal of perfect manliness for ihis
class. WVho else is it for this harduous

task b ut the pastor and his well-directed ascis-
tant, and vhat an importaht work he has lLere!

In the grades theat follow, special éttention
ought to be given in training in Christian activily
and the importance of the innner development cof
the life forxr God insisted upon. But us this
principle of spiritual development is the crux
of the Bible Sclhioel, so is the ciu¥ of this principk
to be net in the pastor's ninth grade.

There are several systems of grading
worked out which embody the above principles,
but no one has as yet found universal acceptance.,
In general, the grading should be done after care-

ful and mature deliberation and an adaptation
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made to meet local conditicns, The cowurse
worked out by S.,B.Haslett in "The Pedasogical
Bible School!" seerns L0 me2t most ol tl.e require=-
ments, But even better is that suggested by
the Committee of Illinois Congregational Churches
above juoted, In the following table, we make

a few charges and make the ninth grade the decision
class, and give the eighth grade a course designed

especially to prepare for the ninth grade work,

Age.Grade. Courses of Study.

5 1 Stories from the life of Crrist,
centering about the three festivals of
Christmas, ®aster, and Children's Day.

6 2 Bible wonder=-stories and myths.

7 3 Nature lessons with the Bible.

8 4 Bible hero-stories,

9 5 Life of Christ.

10 6 Life of Paul.

11 7 The Barly Church.

12 8 Teachings of Christ znd the apostles.
13 g The Chriscvian Life. (See above.)
14 10 014 Testament History.

15 11 Ola Testamen. Poetry and Prophecy.
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16 iz L The Life of Christ.

17-] Elective Social teachings of Jesus,
en., Courses. I Christiar Bvidences, etc., eic,

-y

The work of the Bible School does not end
here but goes on vith the. advance elective Bible
and nission courses for adulis. Any part of
vhe Bible or Christian tiography may be taken uﬁ
and treated with as much thoroughness as desired.
And what a splendid time the nrmature 1iinds, yea,
and souls, to0o0, of those vac have graduated fronm

lie preceding departments can have,

We thus look to the gr aded Bible School
of the future for the sclution of many of the
problems which the church is facing to-day.
Our forces must be systematized and brought to-
gether under one leadership, and our scattering
attention concentrated upon the efiective work to
be done. Problems of -how to hold the youth will
become less nard, of "ow to bring men into the

church will rescglve itself in how to keep the

boys there, and the critical problems concerning




1

wne Bille that grevicusly vex so w@any will lie at
rest, for all vili Sec ¢he praad 0ld Boox in its
true perspeciive. S0 our agancies will be cone-
centrated upor thae eflfective salvation of a w-ole
race, cuild, youth, man and woman for the Kingdom.,
Many vexinys quesisiuns could rot be touiched
dp Ot i s short article. Only general
principles laid dowm. For effective soluticn

these must Le zmixed vith much comron scz=nse wnd

i) f‘k .
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