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THE GRADED BIBLE SCHOOL

Within recent years, as ths outgrowth of 

the new child study tn \”’-ich a brand’ of psychologj’ 

has bee" devoted, has come the need and demand for 

the fl*raded Bible Scliool. As has too frequently 

been t^ie record of ecclesiastical history, a 

lagf^ard church ever following t?'e world i** needed 

reform^ so he^e the so-called day or public schools 

have far surpassed V-^e Sunday or Bible School, until 

to the growing youth the Sunday School has become 

a by-V7ord of reproach. In the cointry Sunday- 

School, the boys are entirely absent except those 

too voung to make ary protest. Ir small city 

churches, the same thin'g has been true and in 

the lar/rer churches the few boys attending have 

hecn only too frequently those who had not mettle 

enough to revolt. In some cases attendance has 

been increased by covering up the defects of the 

system by spectacular advertising and drum beating.

But the real fault lay in- the system itself. 

Sunday after Sunday the growing youth, full of life, 

are bid come and listen to disquisitions by novices



on the morality of (very frequently) outlandish 

passages of Scripture from ufiiich not a drop of 

milk could be -dra^vnj Adam and Sve, Cain and Abel, 

Noah’s Ark, the brazen serpent, and such like, or 

the exagerated history of old, dry kirn:s about which 

no one cared anything; wh-ile the unsuspecting and 

gullible youth are taught to believe everythin^ 

as literally true.

The course used was planned years ago and 

has hardly been altered since. The first six 

months the subject is the Book of Genesis treated 

as historical fact, then just as come interest is 

being aroused iu the old patriarchs-, the Sunday 

School must jiarap vath a hundred thousand more, 

to the New Testament ani the life of Jesus, again 

as teacher and superintendent are beginning- to 

get results, away goes ■^he game back to tie woods 

of the ancient kings. In the midst of 

Rehoboam and Jeroboam, the Sunday School returns 

to Christ, perhaps finishing the course, then badk 

to BabyjLonia and Assyria, so again before the 

year is out or the old dry kin^s exliausted, Paul 

comes before us i” kaleidoscopic chan'^e. Then



3 ” back to Adar* and "Bve to continue the weary routine

The results of such a. systeia are easily 

seen if one will hut bake the time to quiz the 

Sunday School:

1- There is practically no knowledge of the Bible

II as t?ie looki lesson leaves have been used, and

I in a general vyay the pupils believe that it' all 

has come out of that big book closed on the pulpit 

desk.

2- The scholars have no knowledr-e of the Bible 

chronologiaally- they have worse- the5' have a

“ rais-knowledge. Old Testament patriarchs and
il

kings are mixed up with Jesus and Paul. I once
II asked a young girl who came first,, Jesus or Abraham 

and she couldn’t answer. Ths young people grow 

up believing in a chaotic chronology which is sone- 

what after the order of their zig-zag course of

11 leaflet study.

** 3- The Bible has ^ecome to the youth a mass of

II trite platitudes of no meaning. He has no 

principle of discrimination and so no power. 

Beautiful legend portraying the distinctive mind 

of the Hebrew, a marvelous history of a people,



e

unsurpassed- poetry, virile prophecy, all have 

sunk to the dead level of goody-goody platitudes cof 

sone sorely pressed misinformed teacher who is 

constantly "trying to bring out the moral of the 

lesson" as though G-od’s Book needed such aid.

4- Not only has the pupil been made to believe 

as historical fact tliat which is myth, but for him 

truth itself has become twisted. This is brought 

about in two \/ays. The every word o^i* the Bible 

is not divinely inspired, neither is every life 

that is there presented to us a patern of virtue, 

and moreover, mere words and texts are not constant­

ly teaching trite dicta.5’requently far from it. 

And to so invert, and tv/ist the simple language 
f

of a simple record is to teach falsehood. Again) 

when the great fundamental universal truth of 

the whole Book, embodied in legend, poetry, 

history and high prose of the great organ voices 

of God are so belittled by these petty platitudes 

so that the former is lost sight of, truth again 

is upon the scafold.

5- We liave so far verj-’ plainly been speaking 

of the positive detriment that our Sunday School



system has heen causing. In thus far it has heei 

a positive evil, vze now turn to the negative 

results. “When opportunity for great good and 

for vital results is presented as is the case of 

the opportunity of a school .connected ’.ath the churdi 

of God and that opportunity is let slip hecause rsn's 

minds are tied to worn out ideas, there is sin of 

omission. Here is the greatest record the world 

has ever seen,- a Book so intensely human and so 

intensely divine that., by the history of a pecul­

iarly called people and a literature unsuppassed 

by any, it reveals a God of love to men and at 

the same time touches upon the deepest springs of 

man’s nature. Even tauglit or mis-taught as it 

constantly is in our Sunday School, it cannot help 

leading the young to God, yet what possibilities 

are open to the real Bible School to lead the grow­

ing youth into the church.

The Sunday School has performed a great 

work. That cannot be minimized. But again we 

must confess that as compared with its greater 

opportunities it has been laggard. Tlie cause of

this dificiency, contradictory though it ought to
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"be, is found in the nosition taken by the churc}-.
II
II Tie cb.urc}i ’las considered c?iildren. as of depraved

J nature wh.0 nust be converted and rescued fron tbe 

Devil befor® they co^ld inherit eternal life. Thus

I there coi Id be no education, no training. The 

vzhole idea vzas to get the children to see tliat tl»7 

were sinners, aliens from God, and then in fear 

and trembling^go through’an e?iotional experience 

called conv rGion,and that o all. This kind 

of thin*^ is ahovzn in the children’s catachisms and 

hy^ns of fifty years ago. Here is one tiuoted by 

Pfof. George A. Coe;

’’There is beyond the sky

A heaven of joy and love;

And holy children, when they die, 

Go to that world a'rove.

’’There is a dreadful hell, 

And eve''lasting pains;

There sinners nust with devils dwell, 

In darkness, fire, and chains.

"C^n such a child as I

Escape this awful end?



And may I hope, whene’er I die, 
R

I shall to heaven ascend?

"Then will I read and pray,

While I liave life and breath;

Lest I should be cut off to-day, 

And sent t’ eternal death."

This kind of thing v;as brought about by 

the church's former doctrine of total depravity. 

Nothing in the child is worth ^ringing out. 

Development can do nothing for him and he nust 

wait until something happens- a great emotional 

upheavel with sighs and p-roans- befor«- he can so 

much as begin to be religious. Prom this we 

have departed to-day. , "Everywhere is it declared 

that all little children go to heaven, yea, more 

than that, that they are in God’s kingdom and be­

long to Him. But we I'tav-j not gone far enough. 

Somehow, although we believe thus, there still 

remains an absolute insistance on conversion 

coming later on in the child's life. The 

church has again been strangely dull in not seeing 

this contradiction. The new evangel is, not only 

"that all childgen are in God's kingdom, but that



they ought to be so trained that they should 

always remain members of that kingdom and never 

kno-7 themselves as alienated from God, but they 

should grov; spiritually as they grow physically and 

mentally.

Througli such pioneer souls as Horace 

Bushnell v/ith the new doctrine of "Christian Kurtur^ 

the church has slowly come to believe tla t childraren 

ought to be trained in the love and knowledge of 

God, although a good many moss backs still remain 

who inconsistently and dogmatically, but with a 

good deal of show of holy religious zeal insist 

upon nothing but conversion. To meet these nev; 

positions, and at the zsacie time cover up the 
f 

deficiencies in that department of its activity 

to .vhich this work properly belongs, the Sunday- 

School, the church has had to resort to 

pastor’s classes for the young, Junior Leagues, 

^Ipworth Leagues with their mission and Bible studr 

classes, and like sporadic movements. The latest 

development of this type is the boys and men’s c^ds 

to interest the male branch of the race in God.

V/hen all the time a new age has come and tie
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\7orld demands of the church that it taJce an advance 

position. Let there be li^it. ||

As v;e look for guidance in the child’s 

religious training, vze notice tiiat there are three 

factors to be considered: B'irst, the child; second, 

the religious life; and third, that v/liich pertains 

to the Bible School, the appliQ-Ation of the latter 

to vhe former.

V/e begin v.dth the child. Really, he 

is the starting- point. Unless vze had him, 

there would te no need of this discussion. 

With Prof. Coe, "We are not to think of the child 

as a minature reason a miniature will, and a

miniature conscience, but rather as a simpler 
f

personality which is in process of organi^-J-ng

itself into reason, conscience, and will," In
II a rou^ vzay, ’'lis life be divided into the

II periods of infancy, childJiood, and adolescence.

During this time he is undergoing a process of
II
II development; At first all his needs nust be met,

II he soon develops the pla^ impulse ^ihich is a natural 
II

trait and not one to be killed but to be trained

into the right cliannels. To try to kill this

II
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10 impulse oa Sunday or in any connection with 

religion naturally turns that child av/ay from 
) 

religion* Then comes the ago of interest in 

wonder-stories* And here again v;e iiave a proper 

development. "Reason and imagination are not 

antagonistic to each other except vzhere false 

education has made them so.” Then comes the age 

of questionings, in which naturally the child 

seeks to kno'.z and Justly so, and should he answered 

as his age can understand. Adolescence frought 

with dangers follows. The individual ego begins 

to assert itself and at the same time comes the 

gang impulse. This is a time of Increased emotion­

al experiences and therefore the early part of this * 
period is the time for a right decision in regard 

to the religious li:^e. The largest proportion 

of conversions occurs here. The influences

that touch the sentiments are more effective now 

than *'at any other period of life. Later as the 

youth grovzs into manhood he passes through the 

period of intellectual doubts and questionings and 

ths real forming of the adult is taking place.

V/e next turn to look at the religious life.



11 Jesus cane preacKiric the Kiup;(iOin of God and reveal­

ing to mankind the love of God and his interest

in Pin, a truth never ' efore icno^n in that great, 

high, intimate sense. And he required of men 

f.-at they forsake sin, ha/c laith in God, and cling 

to righteoisness, through belief in his own per­

sonality. To a sinner and one outside the King­

dom of God this came by a complete turning arou^^ 

and instead of follovzing the sinful course, of 

following the opposite, that of righteousness  ̂

or, in other words, of being converted. To 

•adults in sin this was necessary. But with the 

child?:en-,- they are already in the Kingdom 

of God, for Jesus took them in his arms and said, 

"Su.ffer the children to come unto me, and forbid 

them not, for to them is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

As they grow up then, it is necessary that these 

little ones of the Kingdom i.’dio are placed in our 

care should be trained in the nurture and admonition 

of the Lord and the truth be ingiarted to them ac­

cording to their development. As they reach th 

so-called age of accountability they should be 

taught that they are G'od^s and when adolescence



comes they may he confirmed, as members of God’s 

church. Thus the child should grow up never 

knowing himself as other than in the Kingdom.

If he should deliberately choose the Bvil rather 

than the good, then he may be a subject for conver­

sion. But otherwise, if we talk of conversion 

of the cMld, it cannot mean other than a turning 

arsray from God. To be one, there must be two 

conversions.

The application of this training in religion 

to the child follows iix order, and the great 

importance and place of this to rk cannot be over- 

esti*.:ated. So I an now to speak for the graded 

Bible School, I purposely droj> the old desig­

nation and use the nev. because of the emphasis 

upon the word, Bible. We have been led avzay from 

it by good intentioned, but out of date, teaching. 

Let us nov; net back to use that word more fre­

quently and to use the Book. Let ns rafier say, 

“Porward with the Bible and vdtb Christ.”

The graded Bible School is none other that 

padagogy and the Bible together for our yough. A 

principle so plain and si iple that it is rising



tliat it was net applied and ;.’Orked out lonr 

Here we cannot do better t'.a>i to look at the 

example of our so-called sec’ilar 'sclioold. We 
II

see that, althoufh perfection has by no means as yet

II be^n attained, -^-he graded public schools are a 

ereat success. But the^- are incomplete. The

I intellectual, physical, asthetic, side of our 

youth are c^ Itivated rh-ile the reli/jious nature 

is absoP tely left out. But v.hen we look fo r a 
t

good definition of education, such cannot be left, 

oub. The preparation for no other than for life 

itself, is education. The religious and moral 

element mu6+ be there. The Bible School must 

supplement the Public School. |

Another imperative claims attention. To 

be truly successfu-l vhe school must be graded.
ii 

“The fc’xndatiPii of all progress in our public 

schools has heen t?-° system of grading by which 

the subjects may be ordered and adapted to the pupi3§ 

ai*^d a complete and rounded education made possible. 

It seems that any great improvement in the Bible- 

School must ‘Hegin by introducing a syste’^ of 

grades similar to that in the day schools.”
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II

Por this there should he a continuous course \jifch.

regular promo'^ions. The Bible, text-books on 

'Bible, church history'", and missions, ^laaps, refer­

ence books should take the place of t.he ephemeral 

leaflets.

All i-he activities of the young people 

should center around the Bible School. The Junicr 

League should be an intcgreal part, as also the 

Ppvzorth League and young nen’s clubs. The 

pastoh’s training class for the j'oung converts 

and probationers likeu'ise belongs here. Much 

bett^" results would be obtained in thus bringing 

the various organizations of the church for its 

young people together, uniting them and making 

each do its quota of work for religious education.

The departments of the School have been 

well worked out, as: 1- The Cradle Roll, taking 

in the babies under tne age where they can come 

to the school; 2- The Kindergarten includes all 

children who have not yet entered the first 

grade of the public school; 3- The Graded Bible 

School, divided into Junior, Intermediate, and 

Senior, included twelve grades corresponding

JI

II

II

I

11

H



to the grades of the ZDlic schools through the 

hi^ school. Then follow as a collegiate 

course, 4- the adult Bible classes, and 5- the 

nonual course for teachers, a,nd as a department 

of this advance v.ork, 6- the Hoi.ie Studj/ Department.

In this school we are to notice three 

principles which are fundamental. The first is 

that v/hich is alvzays placed firsit by peda-'-:ogy. 

•’Teaching, both in mattex' and method, must be 

adapted to the capability of the taughu,” And 

so the nature of vhe developing child is to be 

considered. The play i?^ulse must te cultivat­

ed and guided in the kindergarten by sand tables, 

colored pictures, o-nd the acting out of simple Bible 

stories; the.later interest in wonder stories, by 

the izond r stories of Genesis; ths tendency to 

hero worship, by the stories of the great Old 

Testament hharacters, and modern missionary 

heroes; then the stidj of che biography of Paul 

and of Jesus and the Mstory of the Jews , follow­

ed in graded oracr by an appreciation of che 

poetry and finally of the grand prophecy of the 

J evzs •
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16 Our second ^jri icij-le is that '•he school ii

II . I
should he graded according to the Bihle material.

„ Instead of "being treated in a semi-superstitious

II v/ay the Bihle is treated as it is, a coi-^^ilation j,
II of mych, biograpny, history, poetry, sermons, ii

law, prophecy, letters, and embracing v?ie ?.istory
II 

of a rictrvelously chosen people from their earliest
II 

times until the Christian church is founded.
The material, var^^ir" thus ir. literaro style and I' 

I! 
also in ir^ort, cannot be taught unless properly 

systematized and properly related part to part for

I graded study. ^Careful selection hiust be made 

for each af-e of the child and so presented as to 

become a part of that child’s intellectual

H e^uiptment. As the child’s .nature
II unfolds, the revelation of God to mankind through

the development of a people from its childhood 

in a nomad tribe up to its fully developed «

priesthood and law and its consximmatlon in the
coming of the Redeemer, will likewise unfold itself j 

to him. It
What possibilities lie hidden here! Ko j 

other history' is so frought with meaning. The



'buddinf of tixe conceptiin of one true God in a 

time and place of surrounding p<^lytheism, arid xhe 

■blossomin/T out of this God given idea iriuo a 

childlike trust of a naticn upon t?ieir God as 

Pat?ierj the marvelous and unparalleled conception 

of God as person dealing with persons sho^vn in 

poetrj* and song- the divine immanence- while nations 

around were nature fakirs; the bursting ^orth of 

that great conception from the lips of the pro­

phets, the store petrels of history, when the 

^national, religion seemed almost doomed by an em^ty 

ritualism and immorality,; and finally through 

bloody trial, persecution by foes without and worse 

foes within the nation, purified b^^ fire and 

sword, that conception of God, by the very death- 

lessness of the idea itself, bears fruit in the 

coming of Jesus. But here, even, we carrot 

stop. VZe find all thx-^ has gone before is but 

the grey that precedes the dawn and the brigixt 

Jesus with hit life of love and salvation to men, 

and his great exponent, Paul, and the early 

church and victory and an established Christianity 

centering aboLxt the Christ are’ That follow’.
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18 The study of the Bible could i^rofitably

church from the apostolic are to the

present- and by styd^ in Christian missions. The

Bitle study classes and mission sti^dy classes as

conducted by the Kpvzorth Leaf^ue are nothing else

than a reflection on a failure on bhe part of che

Sunday School

pHnciple and thisBut there is still a third

the Y/antand for of which

two are uselessthe other and the school a total

failure The school must be p-raded for the

spiritual development of the child The real

niission of the Bible school lies here No

the Bible truthfully and according to its nature 

or later intellectual doubts may ii-npede the relig-

of the Kingdom

of for life.

V/e child,

Jesus clUxm.ed the childgen and he claims him 

I

have already see.i that he is God’s

to-day, and in the sacrament of infant baptism

God, and in so doing to Save lives

our school is to save the youth, to

be supplemented by a brief history of the develop- 
i

ment of che

the most inroortant of all

mis -ake ought to be made as to presenting 

ious life of bhe grovir youth, but the object



the church acknovzledges this claim and pledges19

itself v.ith the 'family to bring the c/iild up in the 

nurture and admonition of the Lord. The part 

of the church in this is the graded Bible School.

e As the impulses of the c]iild are unfolded

they are guided by a wise Christian teacher. Ko 

one bgt a consecrated disciple of Christ can be 

a teacher in a Sunday School, It ’is worse 

tlian no teacher at all to have one who has not th.

burden of the responsibility of spiritual train- 

ing, to attempt a clAss of boys and girls in 

the Sunday School. Here is the crux of meeting 

this important principle. The spiritual life is 

tau^t largely througli personal contact. Jesus’ 

life and teaching and the \^le basis of our faith 

on a person teaches us that. Sven more important 

than the Bible is the person of the teacher. God 

must literally abide in that can or \zoman v.’ho is 

to be in chagge of the spiritual development of 

the child. In ii^ortance, the selection of 

this teacher far exceeds that of her sister in ths 

day' school.

Consequently, \ze see the need of proper



teaclier"tra.ining for this .zork. And for the 

teacher of these teachers there must he some one 

of special training and equiptment. Unless such 

a specialist can be had, the pastor ought to be 

the head of this department. The teachers' 

meeting and teacher training class is one of the 

most important elements of the Bible School. This 

class if taught by the pastor ought to be at some 

other ti^pe than the session of the school^ for his 

presence is needef elsewhere-just then. That 

is in a specially ir^portant class.

I speak of the class in the intermediate 

department for boys and girls of the adolescent 

change. Tliis is properly the pastor’s class. 

Ordinarily we have divorced it from the system 

and the pastor has something like it meet him on 

some week night. Host frequently xhis i mijortant 

class is neglected altogether, and the youch pass 

this s.ge in the charge of some ignorant teacher 

who entirely misses the importance of this a\zkv/ard 

and unmanagable age of the boys and bashful age of 

the girls, and the point of contact is lost. 

In our Bible School these candidates



21 for ifluiihood and. vzonanhood rsacli uTie pastor’s 

cla&o witl Q, good, founda ion in Bitle .ozno./ledge that 

is lairlj \/ell systematised in tl.eir uiinds.

T.he pastor ^/i ch hie lady assisvaru, ^.x^aferaV 1^ the 

pastor’s vzifo, talces in charge for a 

year. "The direcv aim of the » rh i i this 

grade ie to secure definite choice of uhe C?iristian 

life at vhe kriuie' ’./hen such choices -c most 

nati^ralj.^, aid rea.dily ■nade. This aim vdxl Lest 

hfc attained hriribin. ox^e scixolars to a direct 

and i-ractical study of uhe facts of Christian esjser- 

ie xce, from ni.ich conversion and public eenfessien 

zaa^^ follow as ths natural fruitage# . • . The 

task of the tecicher is uo help the boys and girls 

who have reached -he uge of adolescence to 

develop naturally into Christian men and ivomen."

The report here tiuoted, suggests as the 

subjects for this ninth grade: Success, in life, 

Being a Christian, Christian hopes and beliefs, 

Christian -duties, the church, the Bible, Prayer, 

etc. We would suggest that for the first quartesr 

of the year, a conyent review of the Bible be 

given as to its spiritual message to men, and this



22 followed (or preceded) by the same amount of time 

spent in a psychological study of man’s nature and 

the necessity of spiritual training, then the second 

hall year may be given over to a study of such 

topics as Being a Christian, Paith, Prayer, and 

the Christian life as the crown of perfect manhood 

and womanhood. Jesus Christ sliould^e constantly 

held up as the ideal of perfect manliness for this 

class. V/110 else is fit for this harduous 

task b ut the pastor and his well-directed assis­

tant, and what an importaht work he has here!

In the grades theat follow, special attention 

ought to be given in training in Christian acti.vi]^ 

and the importance of the innner development of 

the life for God insisted upon. But uS this 

principle of spiritual development is the crux, 

of the Bible School, so is the crux of this principh 

to be met in the pastor’s ninth grade.

There are several systems of grading 

vzorked out vfiiich embody the above principles, 

but no one has as yet found universal acceptance.. 

In general, the grading should be done after care­

ful and mature deliberation and an adaptation
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23 made to n^et local conditions. The co^irse 
11

worked out by S.B.Haslett in ”The Pedafjof^ical

Bible School” seems to me=!t most oi* the require­

ments. But even better is that suggested by 

the Committee of Illinois Congregational Churches 

above ^uoted. In the follo;*'ing table, we make
If
If a few Charges and make the ninth grade the decision 

class, and give the eighth grade a course designed 

especiap.y to prepare for the ninth grade work. ii

Age.Grade. Courses of Study.

5 1 Stories from the life of Christ,
centering about the three festivals of
Christmas, Easter, and Children’s Bay.

6 2 Bible wonder-stories and myths.

7 3 Nature lessons v/ith the Bible.

8 4 Bible hero-ctories.

9 5 Life of Christ.

10 6 Life of Paul.

11 7 The Early Church.

12 8 Teachings of Christ and the apostles.

15 9 The Chrisbian Life, (See above.)

14 10 Old Testament History.

15 11 Old TestameMu Poetry and Prophecy.

Z

II



24 16 12 The Life of Christ.

17- Elective Social teachings of Jesus, 
on. Courses. Christiar Evidences, etc., etc.

The work of the Bible School does not end 

here hut goes on with the. advance elective Bible 

and mission courses for adults. Any part of 

the Bible or Christian biography may be taken u^ 

and treated vath as much thoroughness as desired. 

And vzhat a splendid time the mature linds, yea, 

and souls, too, of those who have graduated from 

the preceding departments can have.

We thus look to the gr aded Bible School 

of the future for the solution of many of the 

problems which the church is facing to-day.

Our forces must be systematized and brought to­

gether under one leadership, and our scattering 

attention concentrated upon the effective vzork to 

be done. Probleias of-how to hold the youth will 

become less Iiard, of how to bring men into the 

church vzill resolve itself in how to keep the 

boys there, and the critical problems concerning
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2^ .1'16 BiLie that grevi&usly vex so lany .vill lie at

rest, for all \;ill &ec the {^ratid old Boox in its

true perspective. So our agancies will Le con­

centrated up O’- the effective salvation of a vzhole 

race, child, youth, naan and vzoEian for the Kingdom.

Many vexing quesviuns could rot be touc.’ied

Ui^Oii ix ’.ib s'xort -articlu. Onlj general 

princii-les laid dov/n. I'or effective solvticn 

these must Le nixed with much comr.on ssnse and 

.'ZO rk.
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