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OUTLINE.

I. Introduction.

A. The purpose of this study,
1. To show the prophetic influence in the Psalter.

B. Difficulties involved.
1. Dates of the prophetic writings.
a. Most important of them quite certain.
b. Approximate dates of the prophetic writings,

2. Dates of the Psalms correspondingly uncertain,
a. Critical opinion varies.

3. Question of priority and originality.
a. Principle best guide within certain limits.
b. Prophets more original.
c. Assumption in this thesis.

C. Method to be pursued.
1. Probable approximate dates of the Psalms,
a. Bases for this undertaking.

2. Comparison of prophets and psalms.

II. Approximate dates of the Psalms.

A. Reasons for assigning any to pre-exilic times,
1. Evidence of early Psalms.
2. David, the sweet singer of Israel.
3. Music and the sacrifices.

B. List cf probable pre-exilic psalms.
1. Pre-prophe tic period..
a. Reasons for so dating them.

2. Pre-exilic prophetic period,
a. Reasons for so dating them.

C. List of probable exilic Psalms.
1. Reasons for so dating them.

D. List cf probable post-exilic Psalms.
1. Early post-exilic. period.
a. Reasons for so dating them.

2. Middle post-exilic period,
a.Reasons for so dating them.

3. Late post-exilic period.
a. Reasons for so dating them.
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III. Affinity of the Psalms with the Prophets.

A. Idea of God.
1. A God of creation.
2. A God of power and greatness.
3. The . jealousy of Jehovah.
4. Jehovah's knowledge and wisdom.
5. The eternity of Jehovah.
6. Jehovah a God of judgment.
7. Universality and uniqueness of Jehovah.
8. Sovereignty, majesty and holiness of God.
9. Honor of Jehovah.
10. Jehovah a God of righteousness and justice.
11. Lovingkindess, faithfulness, goodness of Jehovah.
12. Forgiving spirit of Jehovah.
13. Jehovah as shepherd.
14. Jehovah the giver of life and knowledge.
15. Fatherhood of God.

B. Social outlook.
1. Condemnation of the social order.
2. Jehovah the champion of the poor and oppressed.
3. Demands of Jehovah.

C. Concept! on of worship.
1. Criticism of worship and sacrifice.
2. Attitude toward idols.
3. Qualifications for worship.
4. Social justice.
5 . Contriteness

.

6. Praise and thanksgiving.

D. Conception of personal religion.
1. Faith and trust in Jehovah.
a. Safety and salvation from God,
b. Blessed is he who trusts in Jehovah.
c. Protection from Jehovah.
d. Jehovah as refuge and fortress.
e. Comfort from Jehovah.
f . Strength from Jehovah.
g. Waiting for Jehovah.

2. Vanity of trust in material things.
3. Inwardness of religion.
4. Jehovah searches and tries the individual,
5. Individual responsibility.
6. God's demands of the individual,
7. Reward of faithfulness.
8. Punishment.
9. Forgiveness and cleansing.
10. Joy in Jehovah.
11. Fear of Jehovah.

E. Problem of suffering.
1. Orthodox, conception only,
a. Prophets contribute nothing.
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F. Problem of personal immortality.
1. Orthodox conception very largely.
a. Prophets contribute nothing.

G. Attitude toward the nation.
1. Israel the chosen people.
2. National trust in Jehovah.
3. Vanity of trust in material forces.
4. Unfaithfulness and punishment of the nation.
5. Holiness of Jerusalem*
6. Jehovah the refuge and salvation of the nation.
a. Promise of restoration.
b. Jehovah the strength and help of the nation.
c. Salvation in Jehovah.
d. Jehovah will rebuild Judah.

7. Purification of the nation.

H. Eschatology/
1. Charateristics of the day of Jehovah.
a. Physical disturbances.
b. Destruction.
c. Power of Jehovah's voice,
d. Raging of the nations.

2. Universality of judgment.
3. Basis of judgment will be righteousness.
4. Personal intervention of Jehovah.
5. David ic lineage of Messiah.
6. Suffering servant.
7. Universalism of the new day.
8. Peace and plenty of the new order.

I. Literary resemblances.
1. Figures of speech.
2. Phrases and verbal similarity.
3. Similar ideas,

IV. Conclusion.

A. Re suits of the study,
1, Profound influence of the Prophets,
2, Enhances the value of the °salter,
a. Reveals rdepth of religion of laity.
3, Deepens our appreciation of the work of the Prophets
a. Deeply influenced religious life of their nation.





THE PROPHETIC INFLUENCE IN THE PSALTER

It is generally considered that the psalmists were not

great pioneers of religions thought and that they drank deeply

from the wells that the prophets had dug hut so far as we have

discovered no one has attempted to trace definitely the

prophetic influence in the Psalter. It is the purpose of this

study to present in considerable detail the profound effect of

the work of the Prophets upon the content and inspiration of

the Psalms.

In attempting a study such as this certain difficulties

are involved. The dates of the prophetic writings have been

established with reasonable certainty and the dates of the

most important writings are quite generally agreed upon.

It will be sufficient in this connection to give the general

periods in which the various prophetic writings fall. "e are

well aware of the fact that there are many individual chapters

in the prophets whose dates are very uncertain but we shall not

make any attempt to decide such controversial questions as they

are not essential to our thesis in the main. It will be noted
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tbat the periods which are given for the Prophets correspond to

the periods in which the Psalms are placed a little later in

the thesis.

Approximate dates of the prophetic writings:

I. Pre-exilic period, (c. 760-586 B.C. ).

Amos (Am. )

Ho sea (Hos.

)

Isaiah 1-23,28-39. (Is.)

Micah (Mic.

)

Zephaniah (Zeph.

)

Habhakuk (Hab.

)

Nahum (Kah,

)

Jeremiah ( Jer.

)

II. Exilic period (c. 586-538 B.C.)

Ezekiel (Ez. )

Isaiah 40-55 (Is.) 1

III. Early post-exilic period (c. 538-400 B.C.).

Haggai (Hag.

)

Zechariah 1-8 (Zech.

)

Malachi (Mai.)

Isaiah 56-66 ( Is. )

1

Obadiah (Ob.

)

Joel ( Jo . )

IV. Middle post-exilic period (c. 400-275 B.C. ).

Zechariah 9-14 (Zech.)

Isaiah 24-27 (Is.) 1

l.For the sake of convenience Deutero- and Trito-Isaiah and Isaiah
24-27 are indicated throughout as simply Is. 40-55, Is. 56-66, 13.24-27 .

The reference to the chapter indicates to which it belongs.
2 #Daniel is omitted because written too late to aopreciably influence

the Psalter.
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In order to be sure that a passage in the Psalms shows

dependence on the Prophets we must know the approximate date of

both but the dates of the Psalms are almost as uncertain as the

dates of the Prophets are sure. Critical opinion varies

widely and even when it is possible to decide upon the probable

date of a Psalm the problem of glosses and additions is still

to be reckoned with, "ith such a scholar as C.A.Briggs that

problem is very extensive. But such minute details must

necessarily be left out of our consideration. In side of

approximate dates a principle will be our best guide. There is

preponderant evidence that the Prophets were religious pioneers,

among the world 1
s greatest. There is corresponding evidence

that the psalmists were not. Hence where there is some uncertainty

as to priority and originality we may reasonably assume that the

Prophets are prior to and more original than the Psalms. It may

be, and no doubt some times is true, that common tradition is

reflected in both the Prophets and the Psalms. But even so the

Prophets often took a common idea and reinterpreted it and filled

it with new life and vitality and thus it became an inspiration

for the psalmist. T '
:

e be live that a striking example of that

is the idea of the loving^kindne ss and mercy of Jehovah, We do

not believe that that idea was original with the Prophets for it

is found as early as the redactor of the J document (Ex.34 :6)

but the Prophets greatly enlarged it and enriched it so that the

idea forms one of the chief inspirations of the Psalter and pervades

it from beginning to end. Throughout this study we shall assume

it to be understood, unless otherwise stated, that we believe the

Psalms quoted or cited to be dependent upon the ^rophets to which
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they are related.

Before undertaking the main proposition of this thesis

it will be necessary to attempt an approximate chronological

arrangement of the Psalms. No attempt will be madi to pattern

after the work of the "Four Friends" but the Psalms will be

placed in chronological periods only. The titles to the Psalms

are wholly unreliable in this undertaking. We must be guided

by the following principles:

1. The historical allusions in the Psalm itself.

2. The literary style and actual words used. This principle

can be applied only by one who is technic/ally trained and hence

we must follow the opinions of others in this regard.

3. The relation of the Psalm to ether sections of literature

the dates of which we know. This involves the question of priadty

mentioned above.

4. The character of its religious ideas.

It can be readily seen that the application of all of these

principles is highly precarious and fraught with many possibilities

for differences of opinion but the attempt is necessary and will

be serviceable.

Following this chronological study of the Psalms we shall

attempt to show that the Palms are intimately and extensively

dependent upon the Prophets for their content and inspiration.

This will be done by a direct comparison of Psalms with prophetic

writings. There will of necessity be some overlapping because the

same passage often contains more than one idea or concept.

1.Given by E.A.Leslie in class.
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All of the references and quotations given in this study

will be taken from the American Standard Version,

Any attempt at even an approximate dating of the ^salms

is precarious because the data are so uncertain and the opinions of

scholars are so widely variant. Although the Psalms were not compiled

until after the exile there are several considerations which indicate

that some, at least, of the ?salms may date from pre-exilic times.

In the first place there are traces cf early songs to be found in

the ore -exilic records cf the Old Testament. There is the song of
(Ex. 15:21)

Miriam A in the E document which probably dates from the time of Moses

(i.e,1200B.C. ) . The Song of Deborah in Judges 5 dates from about 1150

B.C. This is a triumphant song of victory very much in the style of a

i^salm. There are also songs of various kinds in II. Sam. 23 :l-7

;

I.Sam.2:l-10;]tfu«21:17,18,27-30. The presence of these songs in the early

records cf the Hebrews indicates that songs and hymns were not unknown

even before the time of David, In the second place there is some

evidence to support the traditional contention that David was himself

a singer and psalm writer. In I.Sara/16 :23 thereyl an authentic

reference which indicates that David was skillful on the harp. If the

reference in Amos 6:5 is authentic it gives another interesting

sidelight on David's ability as a musician. In addition to these

references there are two bits of secular poetry from David: II. Sara.

1:19-27 and II. Sara. 3 :33, 34. These do not prove that David wrote any

psalms but they do show the possibility of psalms coming from an early

period. In the third place there are Indications in the pre-exilic

prophetic writings that psalmody was current and used in connection

with the religious services and other occasions. Hosea 6:1-3;

Amos 5:2,3; Jeremiah 14:7-9; 16:19-20 and 17:7-8 are poetic
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sections of definite psalmic character. Gres smarm interprets Amos

6:4ff as referring to the sacred songs which accompanied the

sacrificial worship."'" He believes that psalmody was as old as

sacrificial worship. Furthermore, the reference in I .30:29

indicates that Psalms were used in connection with the celebration

of the feasts in the temple at Jerusalem. These considerations

justify us in concluding that there may be psalms still extant in

our Psalter which date from the pre-exilic period. If there were such

early psalms it is natural to suppose that a few of them, at least,

p
survived.

In Imrmony with the purpose of this thesis we shall

endeavor to place the Psalms of the Hebrew Psalter in four main

periods and three sub-periods, namely:

I. Pre-prophetic period (prior to c ,760 B.C.)

II. Pre-exilic prophetic period (c. 760-536 B.C.).

III. Exilic period (c. 586-538 B.C.).

IV. Post-exilic period (c. 538-150 B.C.).

a. Early post-exilic period ( C.538-400B. C . )

.

b. Middle post-exilic period (c.400-275 B.C.).

c. Late post-exilic period ( c . 275-150 B.C.).

As ; these periods are rather arbitrary some allowance must

be made for- certain flexibility in the periods chosen for " different

Psalms.. Ho attempt will be made to state the reason or reasons for

placing each particular Psalm in a certain period but general prin-

ciples will be given for each period which may serve as indications why

the Psalms ace so placed. Insofar as possible a number of scholars

in substantial agreement with the position chosen will be indicated,

1.D.C.Simpson, "The Psalmi sts"p.8.
2. Indebted for considerable of this argument to E.A.Leslie's treatment of

Pss.1-72 in the forthcoming Abingdon Commentary.
























































































































































































































































































































































