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Introduction: A time to mourn and a time to dance

By Michele Miller Sigg, Editor

For everything there is a season, (...)
A time to be born, and a time to die (...)
A time to weep and a time to laugh
A time to mourn and a time to dance.
(Ecclesiastes 3: 1a, 2a, 4).

Since January 2019, in five out of twelve issues, the Journal of African Christian
Biography has paid tribute to major figures of African Christianity, recently
deceased: Lamin Sanneh (Gambia/US, Catholic, 1942-2019) in the April 2019
issue, John Mbiti (Kenya, Anglican, 1931-2019) in the January 2020 issue, John
Samuel Pobee (Ghana, Anglican, 1937-2020) in the April 2020 issue, Charles
Nyamiti (Tanzania/Kenya, Catholic, 1931-2020) in the July 2020 issue, and
now, in the October 2021 issue, Benedict Ssettuuma, Jr. (Uganda, Catholic,
1967-2021) and Andrew Finlay Walls (Ghana/UK/AIl Africa, Methodist, 1928-
2021). The disappearance of so many giants of African Christianity—pioneers
who carved out a space for Africa in the gated realm of Christian history and
theology—seems to have accelerated since the deaths of Kwame Bediako (Ghana,
Presbyterian, 1945-2008) and Ogbu Uke Kalu (Nigeria, Presbyterian, 1943-
2009) in 2008 and 2009. Lastly, the loss of Andrew Walls, “Prof.” and mentor
to many scholars who preceded him in death, crowns the passing of a generation
that laid the foundations for the academic study of African Christianity.

This issue of the Journal honors the memory of Andrew Walls (1928-
2021) and Benedict Ssettuuma, Jr. (1967-2021). First, Jonathan Bonk, DACB
Founding Director Emeritus, describes Walls’ widespread influence by
referencing quotes from many of Walls’ former students, friends, and colleagues.
The Dictionary of African Christian Biography is one of the many projects that he
inspired. Second, Deji Ayegboyin and Harvey Kwiyani describe the ways Walls
prophetically called for recognition of Africa’s emerging importance in Global
Christianity. Next, Francis Anekwe Oborji pays tribute to former student
Benedict Ssettuuma, Jr., a prolific theologian and writer who also contributed
many biographies to the DACB.



The next article recognizes the extensive work of Michael Adeleke
Ogunewu who, over many years, faithfully recorded the lives and ministries of
many figures of Nigerian Christianity. His most recently revised biography of
Samuel Titilola Oladele Akande is showcased here and online. Continuing the

serialization of African Christian Biography: Stories, Lives, and Challenges (Cluster,
2018), this issue includes Roger Levine’s reflections on Jan Tzatzoe/Dyani
Tshatshu of the Xhosa People of South Africa and the historian’s challenges in
naming. Finally, as the first of a series on “Teaching with the DACB,” a Boston
University student reflects on what she learned during her semester as a student
researcher for the DACB.

As the writer of Ecclesiastes famously reminds us, the flow of our lives
moves from birth to death, from joy to sadness. This is a self-evident truth. And
yet, in the lines that follow, the writer reverses the experience of joy and sadness:
weeping is followed by laughter and mourning by dancing. We can be grateful to
the pioneers who have gone before us, among whom are Andrew Walls and
Benedict Ssettuuma, Jr., great men of faith, even as we grieve their loss. Even in
death, they give us hope. They invite us to move from mourning to dancing
because they have left the world a better place.

I have deep sorrow that Andrew is gone, wonderful memories, and

the knowledge that the world is a better place because he lived in it.

“Changed from glory into glory.”

Dana Lee Robert, DACB Executive Committee'

! Tributes from online and emails, published in Brian Stanley, “Andrew Finlay
Walls (1928-2021),” International Bulletin of Mission Research (October 2021).
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