Boston University

OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
BU Publications BU Medical Center: Press Releases
1990-09-27

Boston University Medical Center news:
September, 27, 1990

https://hdl.handle.net/2144/26532
"Downloaded from OpenBU. Boston University's institutional repository."



BOSTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE/SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH o THE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL ¢ BOSTON UNIVERSITY GOLDMAN SCHOOL OF GRADUATE DENTISTRY

Boston University
Medical Center

Department of Public Relations
Office of Media Relations

Elizabeth E. Russell, Director
80 East Concord Street

Robinson 7 (B-7)

Boston, MA 02118-2393

(617) 638-8491
Fax: (617) 638-8044

For Immediate Release Contact: Gina DiGravio
September 27, 1990 (617) 638-8491

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY
NEW MEDICAL STUDENTS LEARN HOW TO ADMINISTER SHOTS IN TIME FOR FLU SEASON

Boston, Mass.——Approximately 60 first— and second—year medical students
from Boston University School of Medicine (BUSM) will learn the basics of

giving shots and vaccines on Thursday, September 27, so that they can

participate in the University Hospital's (UH) annual flu-shot program——the
largest program that offers free flu shots to Boston—area elders. Nurses from
UH's Home Medical Service (HMS), which provides low—income elders with medical

care in their homes, will train the medical students from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

in room L303, 80 East Concord Street.

Influenza can be serious for the eldérly, particularly those suffering
from such chronic illnesses as heart disease and diabetes. In fact, a report
by the Centers for Disease Control indicates that 80 to 90 percent of
unnecessary deaths during recent flu epidemics occurred among people 65 or
older.

Beginning in October and continuing through November, UH's HMS and BUSM
students will provide free flu shots in an effort to prevent influenza
infection among Boston's elderly population. Anna Bissonmnette, R.N., M.S.,
the associate director of the HMS and the organizer of the flu—shot program,
says, "HMS is committed to providing free flu shots because vaccinafiqn of
high-risk groups before flu season is the single most important preveétive
measure available to citizens of Bostom.”

"In addition, the program provides medical students with their first
opportunity to become involved in community care and shows them the importance
of providing health education and service to the elderly,” says Bissonmnette.

The first of 19 free flu—-shot clinics will be held at the Harriet Tubman

House at 1:00 p.m. on October 3.
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