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PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 
NEW MEDICAi: STUDENTS LEARN HOW TO ADMINISTER SHOTS IN TIME FOR FLU SEASON 

Boston, Mass.—Approximately 60 f i r s t - and second—year medical students 
from Boston University School of Medicine (BUSM) w i l l learn the basics of 
giving shots and vaccines on Thursday, September 27, so that they can 
participate i n the University Hospital's (UH) annual flu-shot program—the 
largest program that o f f e r s free f l u shots to Boston-area elders. Nurses from 
UH's Home Medical Service'(HMS), -which provides low-income elders w i t h medical 
care i n t h e i r homes, w i l l t r a i n the medical students from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
i n room L303, 80 East Concord Street. 

Influenza can be serious f o r the el d e r l y , p a r t i c u l a r l y those suffering 
from such chronic illnesses as heart disease and diabetes. I n f a c t , a report 
by the Centers f o r Disease Control indicates that 80 to 90 percent of 
unnecessary deaths during recent f l u epidemics occurred among people 65 or 

Beginning i n October and continuing through November, UH's HMS and BUSM 
students w i l l provide free f l u shots i n an e f f o r t to prevent influenza 
i n f e c t i o n among Boston's e l d e r l y population. Anna Bissonnette, R.N., M.S., 
the associate d i r e c t o r of the HMS and the organizer of the flu-shot program, 
says, "HMS i s committed to providing free f l u sho.ts because vaccination of 
high-risk groups before f l u season i s the single most important preventive 
measure available to c i t i z e n s of Boston." 

"In addition, the program provides medical students w i t h t h e i r f i r s t 
opportunity to become involved i n community care and shows them the importance 
of providing health education and service to the el d e r l y , " says Bissonnette. 

The f i r s t of 19 free flu-shot c l i n i c s w i l l be held at the Harriet Tubman 
House at 1:00 u.m. on October 3. 
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