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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The Problem 

Purpose.-- The purpose of this study is to (1) phonetically 

analyze the articulation of 20 children of Italian descent, and 

(2) to distinguish articulatory speech impediments from dialectic 

errors -- by means of phonetic analysis. 

Justification.-- Substandard or dialectic speech is often 

taken for an impediment of speech, and sometimes is treated as 

such. However, it is more the idiomatic language of a certain 

ethnic or national group rather than a speech impediment. 

Unlike most speech defects, dialectic speech often is accept­

able in the person's family or even his whole environment. To 

correct such articulation would not only be difficult, but might 

be unwise when it is the accepted manner of speech in a given area. 

Many a speech therapist and teacher would be helped by recog­

nizing a dialectic pattern and distinguishing it from a disorder 

which requires correction. 

Scope.-- Twenty children of Italian ancestry have served as 

subjects in a study to phonetically record articulation which is 

dialectic, defective, or both. The children range in age from six 

to twelve, and in grade placement from first through sixth. 

1 

Boston University 
School of Education 

Libr arY. 



2 

2. Definition of Terms Used 

Phonetic analysis.-- Analysis of spoken sounds as represented 

by phonetic symbols. 

Dialectic errors of speech.-- Idiomatic articulation of a cer­

tain national group and its descendants which differs from the 

generally accepted articulation of the city or country. 

Articulatory speech impediments.-- Irregularity i n the produc­

tion of speech sounds which is not idiomatic -- but which is unac­

ceptable even in one's ethnic group. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

1. Introduction 

In a chapter from C. M. Wise's book,1fthe Italian dialect 

and its causes are discussed. Wise explains that most foreign 

groups who have settled in this country have in time lost their 

foreign identity. The Italians, however, sought cities, secured 

industrial jobs, and clung together in speech islands - OUr metro­

politan "Little Italys". This was done to combat loneliness in a 

foreign land by having the companionship of their own countrymen. 

These conditions led to the development and persistence of a 

distinct Italian dialect, as Italian-Americans learned speech from 

each other and their parents. 

Unlike descendants of scattered immigrants, these people were 

shut off from hearing a sufficient amount of undialectic English 

to allow for perfection of their own speech. As a result, the 

Italian dialect has been perpetuated, and it is a common thing in 

cities and industrial suburbs today. 

2. The Italian Dialect 

In a thesis by r!J:assari ,Y the speech difficulties of 20 adults 

1/Claude J:v1erton Wise, Applied Phonetics, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 
Eaglewood Cliffs, N. J., 1957, pp. 431-453. 

g/Gloria Massari, A Case Stud of the S eech Difficulties of 20 
Adults with Forei Dialect Italian , Unpublished Master's Thesis, 
The School of Education, Boston University, 1957, pp. 4-8. 
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Table 2. (concluded) 

Sound Omis­
sions 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Additions of1 1 
aspi rate (_ '-t) ;t 

t5 

0 

0 

c 

Additions2; 
of Sound -

0 

0 

0 

0 

Distor­
tions 

0 

tS 

0 

0 

0 

1/ Additions of aspirate ChJ after the sound listed 
2/Additions of unnecessary sound after the sound listed 
2/Number of children who make this error 

Substi­
tutions 

cs 

25 

0 

0 

0 



Table 3. Group Analysis of Speech Sound Production (Articulatory 
Errors) 

Sound Omissions AdditionJ/ Distortions Substitutions 

p \ c 

b \ 0 

m 0 0 0 

n 0 

t 0 0 

d 3 0 0 

1/Additions of unnecessary sound after the sound listed 
g;Number of children who make this error 

(continued on next page) 

c 

0 

I 

26 



Table 3. (continued) 

Sound Omissions AdditionJ:./ Distortions Substitutions 

k 0 0 

g 0 

0 0 0 

f 0 0 

v 0 0 

s \ ' 

1/Additions of unnecessary sound after the sound listed 
2/Nurnber of children who make this error 

(continued on next page) 

0 

9 
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Table 3. (continued 

Sound Omissions Additionsb/ Distortions Substitutions 

z 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 

c 0 

0 0 

3 0 c 

1/Additions of unnecessary sound after the sound listed 
2/Number of children who make this error 

(continued on next page) 

5 

28 
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Table 3. (continued) 

Sound Omissions Addi tionJ:./ Distortions Substitutions 

\if 0 \ 

0 0 0 0 

v.r-h lll 0 0 0 0 

1 \ 0 

---------- - -r 0 0 1 

h 0 0 6 

1/Additions of unnecessary sound after the sound listed 
2/Number of children who make this error 

(continued on next page) 



Table 3. (continued) 

Sound Omissions Addi tionsl/ Distortions Substi tutions 

e c) 

i 0 0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 0 

1/Additions of unnecessary sotmd after the sound listed 
2/Number of children who make this error 

(continued on next page) 

0 

0 
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Table 3. (continued) 

Sound Omissions AdditionsY Distortions Substitutions 

0 2/ 0 0 

0 \ 0 

0 b 0 

1\ 0 6 Q 

0 0 0 

0 

1/Additions of unnecessary sound after the sound listed 
2/Number of children who make this error 

(concluded on next page) 

0 

1 ·--

3 

' 

0 



Table 3. (concluded) 

Sound Omissions Additionsl/ Distortions Substitutions 

0 ?J \ 0 

0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 

0 a 

0 0 0 

l/Additions of unnecessary sound after the sound listed 
2/Number of children who make this error 

3 

0 

0 
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Table 4. Number of Errors; All Sounds; All Categories: . Articulatory and Dialectic 

Sound Substitutions Omissions Distortions Additions Total Total Total 
errors errors errors 

artie. dial. artic . dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. all all combined 
cate- cate- (artie. 
rories rories and 
artie.) dial.) dial.) 

p 0 ' 0 0 0 0 c:r 1/) 

b .5 0 0 0 t J 0 ,, 

m 0 0 0 0 D 6 0 0 

n 0 0 0 () 

(continued on next page) 
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Table 4. (continued) 

Sound Substitutions Omissions Distortions Additions Total Total Total 
artie. dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. errors errors errors 

all all combined 
cate- cate- (artie. 
rories rories and 
artie.) dial.) dial.) 

t \ lf 0 0 0 0 0 cr 13 l it< 

d \ 3 0 0 8 

k 0 0 0 0 · 0 0 0 

g I 0 C) 0 0 \ I D }OJ-

(continued on next page) 
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Table 4. (continued) 

Sound Substitutions Omissions Distortions Additions Total Total Total 
artie. dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. errors errors errors 

all all combined 
cate- cate- , (artie. 
fories fories and 
artie.) dial.) dial.) 

0 '" 0 0 0 0 0 I (, I i 

f 0 0 0 0 ' :s I l> 

v 0 o 0 0 \ 5 lO 1..5 

s q ' ' 0 ' 0 
' li" 

(continued on a ext page) 



Table 4. (continued) 
36 

Sound Substitutions Omissions Distortions Additions Total Total Total 
artie. dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. errors errors errors 

all all combined 
cate- cate- (artie. 
fories fories and 
artie.) dial.) dial . ) 

z l3 0 0 0 I( lh :L? 

0 0 0 
0 I & J g 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

s b 0 0 0 • 7 

(continued on next page) 
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Table 4. (continued) 

Sound Substitutions Omissions Distortions Additions Total Total Total 
artie. dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. errors errors errors 

all all combined 
cate- cate- (artie. 
rories fories and 
artie.) dial.) dial.) 

w-hw 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 .3 0 \ Lf 

r 0 0 0 0 

h 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

(continued on next page) 
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Table 4. (continued) 

Sound Substitutions Omissions Distortions Additions Total Total Total 
artie. dial. artic . dial . artic.dial. artic.dial. errors errors errors 

all all combined 
cate- cate- (artie . 
rories rories and 
artie.) dial.) dial.) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

u 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 D \ 0 D 

(continued on next page) 
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Table 4. Continued 

Sound Substitutions Omissions Distortions Additions Total Total Total 
artie. dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. errors errors errors 

all all combined 
cate- cate- (artie. 
rories rories and 
artie.) dial.) dial.) 

\ D D 0 0 0 3 \ 1 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 q 0 

(continued on next page) 











Table 5. (continued) 

c 

Sound Substitutions 

artie. dial. 

to 

f 1 .., 

v 

s 

Omissi ons Distortions Additions 

artie. dial. artic.dial. artic.dial. 

3 3 

'1 

\ '1 

(continued on next page) 

Rank 
order 
of 
diffi­
culties 
(artie.) 

1 

Rank 
order 
of 
diffi­
culties 
(dial.) 

I 0 

46 

Combined 
total rank 
order of 
difficulties 
(artie. and 
dial.) 























3. Limitations 

The main limitation of this study was the size of the sample . 

The reliability of this study would be increased with a greater 

number of cases. A second limitation of this study was the fact 

that most of the cases involved come from a low to low-average 

socio-economic area, where substandard speech is prevalent in all 

ethnic groups, and where quite a few dial ectic errors of this 

group are common substandard speech difficulties of other groups . 

4. Suggestions for Further Study 

There has been comparatively little research done in the area 

of the Italian dialect. I would suggest further study whi ch uses 

a larger sampling of cases, and which contrasts the speech of in­

dividuals of different socio-economic areas. I would also suggest 

further study which concentrates more closely on the effects of 

place of birth of parents and grandparents on the child's sp eech. 

57 

A final suggestion would be a comparison of articulatory deviations 

of children of Itali an descent with children of non-Italian descent, 

in which all cases come from the same neighborhood or socio-economic 

level. 





APPENDICES 



APPENDIX A 

Dear Parent: 

As a graduate student of Boston University working for my 
Master's Degree, I wish to make a study of some of the children 
in our schools, and would appreciate your help. 

I am interested in the speech of children whose parents or 
grandparents came from Europe. 

Would you like to help me? If you would, please fill out 
the enclosed form and be as clear as you can. 

Please have your child return the form to the school prin­
cipal. 

!/Writer's maiden name. 

Sincerely 

Carol Shacter l/ 
Speech Therapist 










































