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is meant by thia statement ms:y be derived tr• a.n exami.Datioa ot the 

•contents." . 

I Bone a ot the BodJ 

II Joints ot the Body 

III MUsolea ot the BodJ 

IV Sprains aDd Fraoturea 

V CODmon Diseases of the Joints and INsoles 

VI !he Nervous SJstem 

VII The BlGOd vasoular System 

VIII The Glandular System 

IX The Lyaph vaaoular System 

X The Digestive System 

XI The Respiratory System 

XII The Genito-urix.ry SJatem 

XIII The Skin aDd Ma.mmary Gland a 

XIV The Reproduotive System 

XV Prefixes 

XVI Suffixes 

XVII Phrasing 

XVIII Diseases 

XIX Surgical Operations 

n ease Histories 

IXI lledieolegal 
IJ 

Though thia is a useful text tor a medioal stenographer or aeoretary. !j 
!, 

II 
I 

it is not so etteotive a method of attaok tor the •dieal vocabulary prob-

lem in this situation. 
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ot this study. one readily sees the discrepancy betweea the two. The 

coutents of Yates' book, tor example. include the followings 

Re.t-Bite Fever 

Diabetic Coma 

Pernicious Anemia 

Foreign Body Abscess of the Pancreas 

Hemolytic Streptococcus Keningitia 

Diabetes Insipidus 

Diabetes Killitus 

Ankidroais 

Other branches of medicine covered in the medical dictation series 

are as follows 1 

Surge17 

Pediatrics 

Ear. Bose aDd Throat 

Obstetrics aDd Gynecology 

O&rdiolog 

Diseases ot the Chest 

Urology 

Orthopedics 

The sequence development iD each text is especially designed to 

create an ample vocabulary by repetition aDd addition as speedily aa 

possible. In order to obtain a complete glossary in eaoh unit, repetition ! 

of some terma from volums to volU1118 was necessary. Names of bones, 

musolea, blood veaseb were purposely omitted from the lists of words 
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Spend sOlD& time. but not too much. in traini:ag the papila 
in how to learn the technical vocabulary ot whatever busi
ness they uy enter • If they go into legal or medical 
otfieea. they llill be helpleas without proper text :mate
rial; and the only answer to their problem is to obtain 
and study 80lD8 of the good texts prepared expreaal7 to 
help such beginning ahort:balld writers in legal and medi
cal work. 

However. if such beginners could atudy a list of terms seleoted 

objectively. Jlll.steriDg spelling, Jlleaning, pronunciation, and shorthand 

, symbol. a more efficient procedure would have been employed. 

Lealie scores the practice of caverillg a number of technical vooabu-
1 

lariea in the closing weeks or months of school. Be sayaa 

If the llhole final semester oould be spent on some one 
technical vocabulary. satisfactory progreas could be m1de; 
but under practical teaching conditions there is no wa7 of 
predicting which vocabulary would be worth so llllCh tilDe 
aDd attention. In faot. the only certainty in the situ
ation b that no oDe technical vocabulary could possibly 
be worth that JIIUCh time and atteution to a'AY' appreciable 
number of pupila in any oae claaa. 

Pursuing the subject of technica.l vocabulary, Leslie further 
2 

recomenda z 

It is uaeleas to have students attempt to meJIIOrise ahort
haad outlines for technical word liats without giving 

attention to the pronunciation, man1ng, a:ad spelling ot 
the technioal words. ro the extent that auoh useless mem
orization succeeds, it is likely to be more harmtu.l than 
useful. leading to auoh difficulties as the mucous-muoua 
error ••• 

He continues: "The 100aning of technical words ia more important 

to the stenogralber than the shorthand outline." 

Leslie, op. cit., P• 236. 
2 

l 
Ibid. P• 2S8. 
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repreaeut a true aa.apliDg in the atatiatiaa.l aeaae, 11; 
did not teem appropriate to make use ot atatiatioal pro
cedures tor eatiatiug the reliability ot these 10,000 
word a. 

.A.ppra.iaala or validity and reliability are to be made on the tollmr-
1 

tog criteria instead• 

1. AmouDt aDd va.ri•ty or material t&bl:llated. 

2 comparison with vocabulary moat c0D1110nl7 needed iD 
reading. 

a. Comparilon with vooabulary oommonl:r needed iD apeakiDg. 

"· Oazaparia01111rith vooabulary of other lans"agea. 

6. OOBmoD•aenM judgmeub • . 

Settiug a oiroumtereace or lO,OOOwords ia admitted by the author to 
2 

have been arbitraey. He sayaa "»any words outskle ot this liait are 

known and uascl by children or six years ot age; ••• on the other ha.Dd, ot 

courH., no child of ab: knows all the 10,000 words pril'lted in thi• JROno-

graph.• 

.An illdioation or the validi't7 ot the oount ia the amount ot oV-er-

lappiDg between thia l18t alld Thorndike's compilation of lO,cp<> worda., a.a i1 

well aa the relative ranks or words ill the two liata. 

Ot this atud:r azad the Thornd ike-LOrge count which toll on, Rinaland s . 

The Thorndike study otters our beat information ot the worda 
used prilllaril;v ia books. and the Born atudy otters our ben 

1 
Op. cit., P• lSS. 

2 
Ibid, p. 186. 

s 
HeZ117 R:lasland. A BASIC VOCABULARY OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

the Macmillan Oampany, Iew York., 1945., p. -'· 
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made in tallying, copying, and addiDg of' totala. 
l 

Ot the :f'imings, Rinsland aayaa "One of the most striking :f'aats 

discovered after all tabulations were completed is the ver,- large number 

of different words from a cOQnt of 6,012,359 running words.• 

The author feels that this vocabulary should furnish much aore than 

90 per cent or the worda for grade eight, 8lld perhapa Imloh more than 98 

per ceut; or the words tor grade one--tth the percentages tor the ather 
2 

grades falling betlleen theae limits. lie statesa •The large number of 

words given in. thia liat beyoDi the first thousand should be a useful 

vocabulary tor the aiddle and advanced grades.• He oonoludea that aimost 

any word :might be used by children if ita meanilsg is Ullderatood, aDd if 
3 

it oo.IIBa within the aubjeot of writimg. Be .further obsernaa 

It is definitely ooasia-tent with the payohology of indiy
idua.l differenoea 8.Dd the oo:nmoa aoientif'ie observation 

· that ranges objectively determined are almost alwaya wider 
than tho., subjectively estimated. 

1 
RiDs land, op. cit. • P• 9-10. 

2 
Ibid, P• lT. 

3 
Ibid, P• 20. 

4: 
Horn and PeteraOD. mE BASIC VOCABULARY OF BUSINESS LETTERS, Gregg 

Publishing Oompa117, Boeton, 1943. 
5 
Horn, op. cit., p. 191. 







The ensuing ohaptera diaolosa methods and procedures used in oon-

I ducting the ooant. tiDdiDga. and ooncluaioD.B drawn aa a reault ot tiDdiDga. ' 
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aa ell as discussion of limitations and need tor further reaearoh. J 







TABLE I 

mn.IDER OF RUNNnfG WORDS INVESTIGATED 

ClaaasiticatiollB 

Abstracts 

x-Ray Beporta 

, Total 

IN THIS WORD-FREQUENCY OOUBf 

Number 2£. Runntf Words 
Investiga 

10,727 

11,614 

10,178 

32,419 
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TABLE II 

.I 
I 

NlJlffiER OF ldEDICAL TERMS FOWID 

/ 
IN THIS STUDY 

,ibstracte 313 

Autopsies 460 

X-Ray Reports 306 

Total 1,068 
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medulla temporal me.ases 

I' omentum. 6 membrane 
;I 
II tricuspid capsule mesocolon 

weight clinical organa 

8 diagnoses processes 

'I I capacity engorged pulmonary 

I congestion leptOD!Ininge a suture 

I crepit ant occlusion tubert;)ular 

li cuspa paritttal 4 

.fibrotic p..ricardi&l axilla 

7 postmortem bilateral 

adheJiona pubio center 

anterior region cerebral 

aortio sac clinoid 

cerebellum sternwa clots 

cortex suture a columna 

dillgnosis vessels foraaen Botalli 

diameter 5 infantile 

frontal bile inspection 

negative colon medial 

oooipital dichromate miorooephalic 

parenchyma hemisphere microcephaly 

sagittal inte stina.l patterns 

suboutaneoaa liquid pelvis 
















































































































