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1.
Paul as a Missionary. J

"

In an attempt to form a true estimate of St. Paul and hi
work, no field of his activity deserves more thouhtful

!

consideration than the one which relates to him as a mission-

E ary. Only after most care”ul research relative to this field
of his labors, can a right judgment be formed of what he has
done for the Christianization of the world. Indeed, as the m
centuries roll on, Christendom réalizes more and more, the i
fact that it owes him a great debt of gratitude. m

It is the aim and purpose of this paper, to show in a N
brie! manner, that he was one of the greatest missionariss ;
that the world has yet produced.

In the first place, it 1is fittine to make a survey of
f his missionary labors; for a knowledge of the fruits which
| were the result of his aggressive efforts and intense desire
for the salvation of all men, is a potent factor in enabling
us to arrive at an intelligent decision.

After spending a few vears in preparatiocn for tle great
f work to which he was cal’ed, Barnales and he started out
| fron. Anftioch of Syria, on . miscicnery tour. Ciname ves fi'sj]
I visited. Shortlr after the arrival at Salamis, they entered
| into the synagogue, and declared the truth of the Gospel as I
best they could, but apparently with little success.As a matte}
of fact,Saul of Tarsus was not long in learning that the fgehﬂ

of labor,had becn ill chosen; but this did not discourage him,}
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or he was a moral hero filled with a Christian enthusiasm,
lhs true heralds of the cross, they went throusgh the island,
"oreaching in every accessible synagosue, and exhorting men to
l%ttain a higher plane of living.

It was at Paphos where an event hapvened which was a qreat!
ftriumph for the Christian faith. When the sorcerer was struck
"1ind by the power which Saul could comsand, Sermins Paulus theﬁ
Roman proconsul, who stood nearvy, was noved by *he Holy Spiriti
fko accept the principles which the nissionariss were so earnest-
v advocatine. It seems safe to say that Saul's succosses, at
fhis time, were probably the means of brinsin about his recogé
hition as leader of the forward movemert ; for, from this time §

bn, it is no longer Barnabas and Saul, but it is Paul and

L
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Barnabas.

At Perga, their next stoppins place, John Mark who. hdd

hitherto been in their company, took his departure from them, |
| he cause of which, we do not know. From Perga they went to
i 'tiochAof Pisidia where their success was chiefly among the
entiles. Bein- intensely earnest, however, in their presenta- i

tion of the "ospel, thev remained long enoush to establish a |

[

y igorous church.

Iconium was next visited. When thev arrived at this place.
. ’l

FPhey entered into the syna~ogue, as was their custom, and decla;*

k

ed the word of truth so 8ffectively, that many Jews
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and Greeks accepted Christ as their Savior. Such brilliant E

triumphs, however helpful they were in strengthening the

|

Christian Church and the Apostles* faith, could not but alarm

the unbelieving Jews. 1
i

!

been formed against them, they hastened on to Lystra where

]
(

As soon as Paul and Barnabas learned thet a plot haa

their success was marvellous mntil interrupted by hostile Jews

z:'_%ﬁ_mz

who had come from Antioch and Iconium. Their persecution at

.

this place, must have been severe, for the Biblical narrative%
informs us that Paul was even stoned and dragged out of the |
city for dead. Being only slightly injured, however, he was |
able on the following day, to ~o to Derbe. E
Now, instead of continuing their journey eastward, which
was the easiest way of reaching home again, they preferred to
turn back in the direction frém which they had come, in order]
to encourage the disciples whom they had brought tqiknowledgd
of the truth, as it is in Christ Jesus. After revisiting
most of the places, they sailed from the port of Attalia to |
Antioch of Syria. !
This first great missionary tour of the Apostle Paul i
cgve him a most valuable experience. In the course of this ﬁ
journey he had dared the perils of land and sea; he had !

suffered in the hands of violent mobs until he was willing t01

give himself up wholly toward filling vp the sufferinrs whié?



were lacking on the part of Christ. The missionary fervor
which he possessed at this time, inspired him to attempt eve;
greater achievements than he had hitherto accomplished for
the glory of his -od and Master. It was impossible for him
to remain in gquietude and at ease, when he had a burning
desire to see all men saved. The Spirit of God was upon him]

and he had a message to deliver.

After goin- up to the council at Jerusalem, for the puri

pose of settlins the controversy relative to the attitude of

the Gentiles to the law, he was again ready to visit the I

churches which he with the help of Barnabas, hai founded.
He chose Silas as his colaborer, and then visited these
churches.

Looking about ir search of new fields for .issionary !
enterprise at this time, it was most natural for him to turnj
his attention toward Asia; for there was that most noble city
of Ephesnus vhich was very attractive on account of its

great influence and population. But the Holy Spirit was doiﬂg

not to pursus. So dbandoning his visit to Asia, he and
Silas went through walatia where his delay on account of
sickness was providential in bringin; salvation to many.
The Holv Spirit was leading him toward the great field of/

Furope where he was to plant the standard of the cross on a




fleathen soil.
At Troas he received e revelation of “od's will relative %o
| he désigned field, which enabled him to form a more definit |
lan for the future. His great desire for the salvation of

thers was now intensified.

He next went to Neapolis, and thence to Phili»pi where he

;persecuted for the first time, by the Gentiles, simply because |
mhe had stopned the soothsayin of a certain maid. He and his
@ompanion were finally beaten in a most ummerciful marmer, and k
%ut in prison. After socme providential occurrences, hovever,
bhey were released and so left the city.
Paul,determined that his work should be more effective,

next visited Thessalonica where he put forth most strenkuous
endeavors and was rewarded with great success. Severe persecu§

I

-, . . . . . 1
ition being brought upon him .s a resul’ of this brilliant suc
ft
‘cess, he left Thessalonica and went to Beroea where his labors

|
¥were soon terminated by Jews from the former place. His work i
~in the province of lMacedonia was now brouzht to a close.

E He next moved toward the learned city of fthens. There
‘?he met princely thinkers and philogsoplcrs whom he endeavored
wto show the true religion. After a short visit he went to /|
WCorinth where he Temained for a long time.

When he finished his noble work at Corinth, his second
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great missionary tour was at an end. It had benn a most fruit-
ful one. In making it he hau been successful in establishing
churches in the great provinces of "lacedcnia and Achaia. It

‘had occupied about two and one-half vears of persistent sndeav-

s =

. 'or on his part. In its course,he had travelled about twenty-

tfive hundred miles. Thoush insulted in the ~rossest manner,
though beaten and imprisored, he still munifested the zenuine
missivnary spirit which save him courare to brave most formid- f
able dangers.

from intioch he started out on his third missionary tour,
After visitine the churches of “alatia and Pbrysia, he turned
Itoward the great city of Ephesus. Even in the city in which

wthe goduess of Diana was almost universally worshi ped, he

Wthe Christian reli--ion sh uld have the supremetsway
~rea !
4 Fis third great missionary tour anu his,work in the Fast, H

thein now finished, it was not long before he formulatea a new '
plan, in accordance with which,he visited again the churches in;
,lacedonia and Achaia, and tren went up to Jerusalem with great i
”anticipations that he would be able to go fromﬂ%gzgg% to Lome, |
ﬂand thence to Spain. Though ertreated tiue ard again, not to

k0 up to Jerusalem, he was vmersistent in his determination, Wy |
o , ’ . ' !

fthe help of %od, t6 be there on the dav ol Fenticost. !
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| So after considerinz the scope of his labors, it is almost]

g
4

himpogsible to give him full credit for what he has cone for

lmankind. Without the moral heroism which he manifested and &
B i

@that which he stimulated in others, our Western civilization

fcould not perhaps be what it is to-day.

i
[ In the second nlace there were two principles in his char-%

il

facter, which reveal to us the secret of his unparalleled suc-
Ecess, and which made him what he was as a missicnary.
I One of these principles was his love to Christ, which was |

a most powerful factor in his 1life; it was this love which a

tmade him great; it was this love which gave him a supreme de- |

tsire to seek the welfare of those about him; it was this love |
that enabled him to put the Gentiles on a level with the Jews, |
and that sent him out as an Apostle to the former; it was this1
love that moved him to br ve inmwierable dangers by land and
sea for no purpose other tharn that of showing them the word

'0of truth and of helping them to secure the rich blessings which
}
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;he himself enjoyved; it was this love that gave him the courage
{to go up to Jerusalem, when he was warned and entreated on

gevery hand not to go, when he knew that perhaps he would meet !
tdeath there. With his heart filled with the love of Christ, {
ihe could say: "I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die

tat Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." i
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The other princiwle w.s his trust in God. In studying hiJ!

| S . . -
' first Buropean tour, one canaot fail to see how prominent this |

|

| [ielement in his character,became in each successive step. It
| waxed stronger and stronger, so that when he reached Athens, hg

e

| ‘?was not alraid to face the wisest philosopher and tell him of |

| the story of Jesus and His love. %

| "laatever he undertook, he put his whole soul into it and
l
';trusted God for the result. In going up to Jerusalem the last

{ time, he felt that he was doing Cod's will; and for that reasoﬂ

t no entreaty of bosom friend or fear of death could stop him.
; With such intense faith he was ready to do anything for hLis
FLord, however great the sacrifice involved, might be to him.

Finallv, it may be said that the foreroin- considerations|
by showing us vhat he did and what he aspired to do, for the
Christianization of the world and by revealin- to us the sourie

of his power, warran* us in 1isserting that he wes a missionary

1 of the highest order. "“hen we consider his great work as anr

i Apostle, his lofty aspiration for the beautiful, the good, and |
| the true, his intense desire to be a soul winner at any cost, :
| we have a higher conception of the ossibilities of those i
| vho are thoroughly consecrated to the service of God. His ib
influence still lives, and will continue to live until the |

final consumation of all things.
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