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The Gene3is,.and Developement of the .Idea of Iminorbality as

TRACED.IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

-o-

In tracing the genesis and deveiopement of the idea of the future 
life as..found in the Old Testafflent;we shall endehvor to-show how by 

'a slow-and almost • ijnpecceptible .growth^the -conceptions -of the Hebrews 
■.advanced;and expanded'from the most crude and primitive-belief to the 
more definite:and spiritual unfoldingof th$ future,to the inspired 
poet’and prophet in his highest visionary moments and most hopeful

- moods.
.Much that has been'written .in former years upon this subject, 

..even by learned-biblical scholars,needs to come.under the scrutiniz­
ing eye of the^redactor with the inevitable result of being material­
ly modified and-corceded,'and in many cases-cejected entire. There 

.:are two extremes to be,.avoidsd in thiSv.study. f com rhe start, namely; 
'first, the.,belief held..by many eminent scholars that the Old Testament 
--.contains'throughout ciear',.aQd conclusive evidence of-the immortality 
.of the soul ..and ’second/that it contains no. evidence-whatever ..upon j 
.'this point.. -Neither viewis'-correct, the .."golden meanl'comes nearer | 
.’the truth. I

Those holding ths first vie«>;ci’te many passages.of’scripture-in I 
.support of their theory ..which upon close‘inspectionjare found to havd 
.but little if ..any direct bearing upon the future*, life. The translate 
'ion of Enoch has often been regarded’as.a-conclusive'argument-for im-i 
■mortality,but Alger has well said thaty"The gross materialism of this 
supposition-and the failure of God'-s design which-it impiie3''are .a

- sufficient-’ref utation of it!'.
:Again ,Elijah^s'ceraoval from this earth in a"chariot of fire is set 
-forth by some as proof positive that'the righteous .ace to be ^rans- 
■iated’and abide with God in the heavsns;but George'Adam Smith' says 
that,"Elijah in his fiery chariot is no‘revelation of a future with 
God for common, man’,'.

Alger, who goes so far as to question ths truth of the above ac-
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count,says that,,!'even though it be true,'it will not prove the point —__ —-------- -------
in support.of 
■C{a)the doctrine of a future life. p. 144,7) 
(•(b)modern CEiticisiD,pl81.)

which it is advanced,because'it does not purport to have been done.as 
.a revelation of the doctrine"in question,nor did it in.ant way answer 
tbcpurpose of suoh:a revelation..’' * The miracles performed by Elijah 
and by Elisha in restoriing the dead to life and the prophetic vision 

.of Ezekiel in which "he was’carried in the spirit of Jehovah in a 
valley of dead bonesL',are passages used in support of the foregoing 
theory,but in each case it can be shown that they have no reference 
■;al-1 at.all to the future life.and cannot be thus construed without 
doing violence to the context.

Those who hold the other extreme,namely,that the Old Testament 
contains no light upon the future life,are greatly in the minority. 
This position cannot be maintained in the presence of.ail the evid- 

.ence to the contrary. Other and contemperaneous nations with Israel 
did not believe that death ended all,out looked with wistful gaze 
beyonti ths grave for.a continuation.of this present existence. 
In."The Book of the Dead",the Egyptian conception of the future life 
isASepicted in th judgment scene.in.which a man stands before the I 

■scales in.'which his heart’is being ' weighed. The Chinese'ceveal their 
thoughts-relative to the future in the "Book of Odes",where the sages 

;are represented:as moving up and down in the presence of Godwin 
heaven. The Hindoesin their SVeda",speak of the "embodied spirit" in 
the following lines

"He is the lord of immortality
All creatures.ace one-fourth of him,three-fourths

••.Are that .which is immortal ^in the sky’.'.
’The Babylonianssand .Assyrians to whom the Hebrews .were^indebted for 
much that they possessedin the>way.of literary-excellence^anS .relig- 
ious thought, hadsa somewhat clear^and definite conception.of/"-man'.s 

■future horae’lwhich >was'.cojicieved .in. the .likeness .of one of the-caves 
or undergcoundjstcuctures .in-which the dead, laid for burial'.'.

• Had>we’no internal evidence.-as to Israel’-s belief .zih_a'’futuDe state, 
■"’The .-Doctrine of the'.Euture-bife. pl46

■ - - . ■ ....... ... , -----------------------------------------  
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! we 'cou3d ^estabhish :a ,pDet by •’•sfcDong .-if not ^a •.conoiasi^e '.argument .in 
i ;£avor of ^sueh ^a^betief -'trom the'■fact ‘that ..all ’the; surrounding ^nations 

with*.which 'jshe .was more or .less .intimately sassooiated/hadtheir '.be- 
.lie£s>although-crude .and .most firequently mistaken^relati^^e ■ to the 
■tutuce.life. .Surely>we-must give her the credit.of having like her 

!i neighborsysome .’ideaS'.as’to the future life when we'reflect that she 
;r.was-sunder'the limmediateiand providential jleadership of the God of 
I-revelation.. The question of greatest*.moment;bhen;is not^Does the'Old 
-Testament -containlanyilightjupon the f uture"<li£e‘'?/nut -ratherHow

I muchdfgbtdoesiit shed'upon that i-iite'‘?and the object of this paper 
lis to.bring that'>immortality of the Old Testament to.light.

Now that the ...way •w=sy has been*-cleaced’and^a •definite aim set
■ f orth^wejare''in^a position to^advance. The iconsensus of opinion of 
.thealeading biblical scholars of rhe present jday.iis that the Old Tes- 

i tament contains but ^little .if any definite knowledge of the immortai- 
ijity of the soul. Prof essor'Beet,-says on this point/'"That.-all human 
j souls.ace immortal or that they will think and feel forever is not 
.taught or implied in the Old TestamentVu’and George Adam Braithadds 

( that"For the most part the writers of the’Old Testament display
II towards the-tuture of the (individual beyond the gravsya.-steadyjindiff 
;erence'.';'i* Even-’bhose-of the-old school.of thinkers'Speak jwith 
-caution on..this point; "The earlier .books.of the Bihie:are the whole 
book.in germ, Theirteachings.ace largelyiin the way.of preparatory 

jsuggestioQSjandJhints.-it is so with the doctrine of.dmmortal- 
-■'ityL'.-t Many passages from the Old Testament could.be cited to sub- i 
.stantiate the foregoing-opinionsjinowhich there-does not seem to be | 
.?any hope of 3a life beyond the grave,. ‘•^e note^a few of the more' | 
“conclusive ones. ••"Dust thou.art’and lunto dust bhou.'Shalt returnld-M-| 
Abraham buries’his wife Sarah withoutjany’refecence to,a future-ex- | 

jistence.or the .expression.of the hope.of everjseeing her,again,:^ | 
;Moses diedjandMvas buried .)in the valley dn the-land of Moab?and the 1 
people }wept’and mounned-his loss for thirty days,but not .one'Avord j

}*Modenn Gciticisniybecture 6,pl7?. ' ■ I
'**Dr dames.H. Potts on /'Eaith made .easy'.'. I

I'i’he Expositor p 55. I
llGen.;3: 19.

^Gen.;33: 19.

could.be
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the religions.of the other nations.and

S^^Hi

is entertained.
Old Testamentjoontains no ‘defiir- 
must bejadmitted that-itjis
The Penteteuoh.and.Talso the

.was said^about ever meeting himjagainT The nation.is heroes, her 
..kings-and prophets,-bhe dearned/the faitbfiulpanf the .innocentyall 
-.come down to the gravesand ^are mourned by those ^who/are ..left .behind 
but..no hope of cver'seeing themjagain

•Notuithstandinj the fact that the 
jite teachings upon this matter, yet jit 
-not.wholly silXent/about the future.
histoDical..bocks .bear strong traces of a belief jfchat was quite gener<a3 
during the early history of the nation,that there/was an underground 
abode or Sheol distinct from the grave which was the dwelling-place c 
the dead.who retained the same character that they possessed-in this 
■life.anti from which place they could be summoned to speak-with the 
living but this .abode ^was not looked..upon as eternal. ft hen Abraham 
died "he gave up|.the gnost ahd was gathered unto his people’.'**

'dacob exclaimed when he heard that Joseph had-been devoured by wild un 
beasts,"! will go down unto the grave (or 8hsol} unto my son mourning' 
:in both instances-reference is made to,some abode.of the dead,for in 
.the case.of Abcaham,the’writer could not have,had in-mind his burial
place..as being-viith his people,for his place.of .burial .was.eight 

.hundred miles distant from them. Jacob did-mean that he.would.be 
:buriedjin the same grave with Joseph,for he supposed that he had beer 
■devoured by .wild,.beasts. .-Again in Gen. also S: 7 man- is said
.to be made in God’s own/image.as the-result of-a great.and wise pur- 
pose;and„also that he.is far superior; to the animal Kingdom, fthile 

'these passages:contain/intimabions of a future and superior life ^et 
they do not contain suffioient.evidence for.a dogmatic.assertion of ' 

.man’s endless career. -Again,the Old Testament is almost.entirely 
silent upon the subject of.a retributive immortality,a belief .which

I
 occupied so large.a place in
which was .af terward so fully set forth by Jesus Chniist in the New 
Testament.

■This indifference of the Israelites.to the future.life is.acqCunted 
•for:in the fact.that they.were.moreiconcecned.in the prosperity.and 
perpetuity .of . the nation than they.,were in the/individual. Abraham, 

'?Deut.35:5e8 
*’Gen. 25:8.
l-Gen. 37: 35.

but..no
he.would.be
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as he. approached: the.‘end.-of if e seemed, to. be; concerned, only Lin. hav- 
. ing..an: heir from: his. own. house hold;:* dacob .also: is. soiiGitous. only 
. for-.'the'-f utuce.of ;his people. .Dur ing;his-last .moments; he;breathes 
.out:these';words:to;his-;son-:doseph;!’bo-;I-am?dyiQg-;but;God::will.be 
•-with, you.-and-;bring you:back'.to. bbe-iand.of your-;f atheDa-;.'.’’*i?rof 
. Shetdon-;attributes.-this-;ail-;absorbing-;interest jin. the-nation, to-; the 
•: ’.'national J and preliminary. character .of ..the-Jewish-religionl]. He 
. f urther jadds, that ^i'So. fiarjas.that-jreligion.had.to.do.with.the.train- 
jing.and;mission.of ja.nation^it.gave-lit tie.occasion.to.speak.of.a 
f uture jlif e. -Being; antecedent jto. the-com Ing. of ,the,;^essiah-its-fore- 

jcast-of-the. future-naturally J was., assoc i at ed./er y.. largely, with, the 
-setting-Up. of . hxs-kingdom> ".4-

In our.survey.thus.far.our.most.advanced-thought.has.carried-us 
,no. f urther. than^mere.belief .of .an.abode. for,, the.deady,called. Sheol, 
-butjas yet-we. ha.ve-DO-glimpse .of . a.gospel-of-immortality. .@hiis:the i 
-earlier i writers, recognized; this, popular-belief yet. they.did. not - give i 
si t-much, thought .or jattention. but passed-xit .by.,as-beiag.outside.of 
; their-interests. ;But-the. time; came .when-they. I'f aced.and f oughtand 
. to. spme.extent jrose jabove^ia^the . strength .of fiaith-;in; the.God.of ■ 
.Israeli" . Doctor Potts-has. well .said; that ."ihere-isia. taw. of ..develop-; 
.meat-in. the, Bible-doctrines,:., the-doctciue.of.. immortality-is. taught 
-in. the. Old. Test ament ,but .more, clearly: unfolded jin.-the-later ebooks L'.-i-h ■ ; 
. This-lav/-of .development j is .made .evident from. the. great-'advance, made 
-in. the-religious, thought .of. the/Abrews. In-the-earlier .days, .-they 
-gave^little.or-QO-heed-.tO'-a future.-life-but.the. time.came.when;they 
-gave’"the.more-earnest.heed"and-manifested^a.much.greater:interest 
-■in. ths. things-that .lay-beyond, the-veil .of.this-iife. .It .seems, that 
-at; this.perios.Israel.strugglsd-with.a.vague.consciousness.of;an 
:af ter-life. .Georgs .Adam. Bmith.says;'JAt. the-best. they .are. but .cries 
.flung.out J in-revolt from.the.thought.of.a.f uture.without.him.oruin 
. passionate .confidence .that - in-death .he .cannot - desert .-the - soul. he - has 
.£avored- with.his.gloryThere-are.vanio  us.passages jin.the/fisalms | 

j^Gen.15:1-4. 1
:??Gen-48:j21. I

.-tDidactic.Theology.p. 125.
. OSaith.made-Easy. p. 445 
.fHodern.Ociticisffl.d.18?.

God::will.be


changes^in JewisS--thought. .Datesjand places.ace .not .of fiirst ;iinp,art- 
jance ..in.tcacing the .genesis jand .gnowth .of .-the jimmortal .hope .of ."the 
-tiebress. :It jis.thought.however.that.this.belief.began.to.take.on.a 
.more .definite .form during .the.seventh ;Gentury’;Band.especialiy.dur- 
cing .the peniod.of.the,exile-which.event.undoubtedly.had.much.to.do id 
Ladvancing .theideas .of .Israel jrelative . bo .the f mtuce^by.bringing.-the 
□ individual. to . the front j and'jr eve al i ng .the fact. that. the .nation .exist- 
.ed for_the jindivi'dual jand .not the.individual .for-the-nation. .George 
□Adam Smith.believes.that.the prophetsjdereraiah/andsBzekiel.and-espec- 
ji ally .the former .through .hisL'unioue □relation .to ;GodL‘had .much .to .do 
:in.giving form'jand.definiteness.-to.thejnsivsconcepfcion.of the fuure 
Jlife that.had taken.root jlargely□within.the . Jewish.nation:and.had 
:been,slowly growi^g-and.developing from.that .embryonic .stage □in.-^which 
.littie.or.no hope of .life,beyond the .grave./was.entertainedjuntii..we 
:Game□into possession .of the jcicher jaad□larger.hope.that.sustained.and 
zcheered.the prophet.of □Israel.during.her-darkest,and.most perilous 
c hours.

. As □we jstudy .-the pages.of the Old I'estament^in quest .of .evidence, 
%h(i '; to .substantiate □anicorroborate^universal, though .offtimes .vague .cones i 

, sciousness of .our ;immortality,-we,!ar e . constrained-to.say □ in. the .-words 
.of.that□inspired.hymn,

."God moves.'in.a mysterious .-way . .
His.wonders to perform*.'.

fl.e see how .God ^created .man .-immortal .and/in. spite .of the fact that 
.sin,faithlessness/and.rebellion.on the part.of man.robbed.him.of.that' 
zimmorCal-hope for.a.season. Yet.God□never permitted.that.hope to.die 
/in the.human heart .bur ever .kept jit/alive-.and.-in so far-.as man.has 
:bsen.abie.-and willing to:cecieve divine, truth, there has .ever .been.an ' 
linflux.of God!-s spirit-and.-an unfolding of his eternal plan.and pur­
pose .relative .to .man □ until .at .-last -t* when/ail things--were, ready'.'". "He 
-brought--life .and immortality to^light through, the .Gospel'.'of our 
.Lord Jesus Christ. (

littie.or.no

