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The Genesis.and Developement of the .ldea of Immortality as
TRACHED .IN 'I'HE OLD TESTAMENT.

v —o-

In tracing the genesis and developement of the idea of the future
life as.found in the OLd Testament;we shall endeivor to-show how by
E slow-and almost- tmpesceptible growbth,the "concepbions -of the Hebrews
advanced and expandedr from the most crude and primitive.belief to the
more definite-and spivritual unfoldingof the ﬁuture,to the 1nsp1ted
;poetjand prophet in his highest visionary moments and most hopeful
. moods.

. ¥uch that has been-written.in former years upon this subject,
.even by learned-biblical scholarps,needs to come.under the scrubiniaz-

ing eye of the-redactor with the inevitable result of being material-
Ly modified and -corcected;yand In many cases.cajected entire, There
sare Ltwo exbremes Lo be.avoided ia this.study.from the svart,namely;
‘tirst,the.betief hekd.by many eminent scholars that the Old lestament
rcontains-throughout ciéat;and conctusive evidence of .the immthality
_of the soul.and*second;that it contalins no.evidence whatever.upon
‘this point. -Neither view-is-correct,the . "golden meanlcomes nearer
‘the truth.

Those holding the ficst view;cite many passages.of 'scripture-in
support of their theory.which upon close-:inspecticnsare found to have
.but little if.any direct bearing upon the future.life. The tnanshatj
-ion of Enoch has often been regarded-as.a'conclusive argument ‘for im-|
I'mortakity,but Alger has well said that;"The gross materdalism of thig

i supposition~and the tailure of God"“s design which it implies-are a

I sufficient refutation of ith.

j-Agein ,Elijah's-removal from this earth in a-chariotv of fire is set
i;forth by some as proof positive that-the righteous.are to be jrans-

"lated:and azbide with God in the heavens;but George:Adam Snith says

# that,¥Elijah in his fiery chariot is no-revelation of a future with
EGod for common.man’. . '
F€2$.Alger,who goes so far as to question the truth of the above ac-
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-count,says that,"even though it be true;it will not prove the point
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in support.of

“6(a)the doctrine of a future life.p.144)
¢((b)modern criticism,p181.)

' which it is advanced,because'it does not purport to have been done.ag]

I.a revelation of the doctrine-in guestion,nor did it in.ant way answery

| thepurpose of such:a revelation.” * The miracles performed by Blija

| and by Blisha in restoring’the dead to life and the prophetic vision §

il of Bzekiel in which "he was'carried in the spirit of Jehovah in a

i valley of dead bones!,are passages used in support of the foregoing

| theory,but in each case it can be shown that they have no reference

;:a#?a%i at .all to the future life.and cananot be thus construed without

| doing violence to the context.

Those who hold the other extreme,namely,that the Old Testament
~conbains no lLight upon the future lire,are greatly in the minority.
this position cannot be maintaiaed in the presence of.all the evid-
ence to the contrary. Otber and contempecaneous natlens with Israel
‘did not believe that death ended all,nut Locoked with wistful gaze

' b
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eyonfl the grave for.a continuavion.of this present existence.

' %éﬁﬁginook of the Dead",the Egyptian conception of the future life
‘isAéeploted in the judgment scene.in.which a man stands before the
-scales im:which his heart ts being weighed. ‘[he Chinese-reveal their
| thoughts -relative to the future in the "Book of Odes",where the sages
;are represented:as moving up and down in the presence of God:in

| heaven. The Hindoesin their ¥Veda",speak of the "embodied spirit® in
i the followtng lines

’ "He is the lord of immortality

All creatures.are one-fourth of him,three-fourths

1 sAre that .which is immortal .in the sky". '
5‘?he'Babylonians;and,Assyrians to whom the Hebrews.wsre.indebted for
! much that they possessedin the.way_of literary.excellence.antl .relig-
ious thought,had:a somewhat clear.and definite couoeption.of{"ﬂmanﬁs
J'futune home'which .sas concieved .in.the .Likeness.of one of the .caves
! or undergcound.:structures . in .which the dead laid for bupiall.

Had .we-no internal ewvidence.as to Ispael's belief.in.a-tuture state,
**The .Doctrine of the Future .bite.plds




we ‘coudld ,establkish;a .prettysstrong .if not.a;conclusive.argument .in
i-favor of .saeh.a.balief from the-faect -that .all the ;suprounding . nation
.withswhichsshe .was more or.less.intimately:associated,hadthezr -be-
,hiefsjalthough .coude .and.most Srequently mistakenjrelativesto the
i{ﬁutune;hife. Supely.we .nust give her the credit.of having like her
| neighbors;some.:ideas. as to the future Iife when we.reflect that she
* was.iunder “the :immediate:and providential:leadership of the God of
{-revelabion.. The guestion of greatest.moment;then;is not"Does the 0ld
;Testament%conbain:anyshightdupon the future-life"?,bus rather YHow
j mach:1fghtdoesiit shed upon that difie"?and the object of this paper
5is to.bring that7immortality of the Old Testament to.light.

» Now that the.way .way has been-cleared-and:a‘defiiaite aim set

1 forthywe:are+in.a position to.advance. Fheiconsensus of opinion of
L the.leading biblical scholars of the presentidaysis that the Old Tes-
i tament contains but .Little.if any defiinite knowledge of the immortal-

ity of the soul. ProtfessorBeet.says on this poiat,“That.akl human
souls.ace immortal or that they will think and reel forever is nmot
_vaught or implied in the OUld Testament".*and George Adam Smithadds
that"For the most part the wpiters of the'Old Testament display ‘
|towarés the -future of theiindivwidual beyond the graveja-steadysindiff
iterence?;ﬁ* Bven-those.of the.old school.of thinkers speak:with
f-caution on.this point; “lhe eanlier.books.of the Bible:are the wholel
i book.in germ. Theirteachings.ace largely:in the way.of preparatvory
ysuggestionssand dhints.......,it is so with the doctbrine of simmortal-
2ity!. L Hany passages from the 0ld Testament could.be cited to sub-
.stantiate the foregoing.cpinions:iniwhich vhere -does not seem to be
rany hope of 1a lire beyond the grave,. ~fe notera few of the more:

~conclusive ones. ‘"Dust thou.art:and:unto dust thou.shalt retucnl.tl
Abraham bupies:his wife Sarah withoubiany reference to.a future.ex-
3istence.or the .expression.otf the hope.of eversseeing ber.agains#
-Koses died:and .was buried.iin the valbleyiin the.land of Moabrand the
peopleiwept rand moupcned.his loss for thiciy days.but not.one fiord 5
*Modern Criticism,becture 6,pl77. - ‘
~#*Ppr James.H.Potts on."Faith made._easyl.
tThe Exposttor p 55.
+1Gens3:19.
#Gen.s23: 19.



could.be
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.was said:about ever meeting him:again* The nationls heroces,her
.kings :and prophets,the .learned,the faithful;anf the.innocent,all
' .come down to the graveiand.are mourned by those.who.are.left .behind
buot sno hope of ever - seeing them,again is entertained.
; ‘Notwithstandin@ the fact that the Old Testament ;contains no defirg-
| ® |.ite teachings upon this matter, yet.it must be.admitted that.itsis :
| _not .wholly silkent .about the future. The Penteteuch.andsalso the
| histopical.bocks.bear strong ipaces of a belief ifhat was guite gener:
| duning the sarly history of the nation,that there.was an underground |
' % abode or Sheol distinct from the grave which was the dwelling-place ¢
| the dead.who retained the same character that they possessed:in this
-1ife _antl from which place they could be summoned to speak.with the
; kiwing but this.abode.was not looked.upon as etepnal. When Abraham
; died "he gave up*the ghost ahd was gathered unto his people'**
,“Jacob exclaimed when he heard that Joseph had.been devoured by wild wuk:
;tbeabts,ﬂl will go down unto the grave (or Shsot) unto ay son mournlnétL
- in both instances.ceference is made to.some abode.of the dead,for in
| the case.ot Abpaham,the wreter coutd not have.had in.miad his burial
E place.as being.with his people,for his place.of .burial.was.eight
t hundred miles distaat from them. dacob did:gean that hé_would.bz
[-buried.in the same grave with Joseph,for he supposed that he had been
"devoured by .wild.beasts. :Again in Gen.1:26-+27,2lso 2:7 man is said
| to be made in God's own.image.as the ‘result of.a great.and wise pur-
| pose;and.also that he.is far superior: to the animal kingdom. Hhile
I-these passages:contain.intimavions of a future and superior life get

f Testanent. i
;:ThIS indifference of the Israelites.to the future.life is.accpunted
i'for:in the fact.that they.eere.more:concerned.in the prospenlty and
Eperpecultont.the natioa than they.were in the.iadividual. Abraham, }
Deut. 34:558 |
**@Gen. 25: 8,

+Gen. 37:35.



but..no
he.would.be

Y.out:these:words:to:-hiszsonzdosephy; Lozl am-dyingzbut:Godiwill . be

as he.approached:the.end.-of_.life seemed.to.bezconcerned.only-in.hav-
.ing.an:heir from:his.own.householdz™ dacob.alsoris.solieitous.only
.for:therfuture.of :his people. .Pucing:his.last.moments;he:breathes

~with.you:and:bring you:back:to.the:land.of your:fathes&;"s*Prof. H:C.

E:cast.of.the,Eucure.natunal:ly:;was..associaned.warydargeiymith.the
i.setting .up.of .his_kingdom.". 1

i but :as yet.we.have.no.ghimpse.of .a.gospel.of _immortakivy. .While:the,

.Sheldon:-attributes thiscatl:absorbingsinterestiin.thernation.torthe
:'nationalzand preliaminary.chacacter.of. the.dewish.rekigion!. He ‘
.£urther:adds.tbat,ﬂ$o.ﬁar:as-thab:reLigion.had‘to‘dONWith.the.tnain—!
3ing~and:mission-of;a-nahionJit‘gaveﬁkithle.ocoasion;to-speak.of-a

futurestife. .Being:antecedent:bo.the.coming.of .the:Messiah.its.fore+

In our.survey.thus.far.our.most_advanced.thought_has.carcied.us
. 5 . a . . ; ) . 3 '
wno.turtner.nhanamere-behlet.ot-an-aoode.ton-thewdeadg,oahled-bheol,

fearhier;writenarecogaized;this,popu}an~bebief,yet,tbey.did,not.give
3it.much.thought.orsattention.but passed:it.by.as.being.outside.of
ctheir.interests. :But.the.time:came.when.they."taced.and fought.,and |
.to.spae.extent:rosesabove:iniths . strength.of Baithrin:the._God.of ;
-Israelz" .Doctor Potts-has-well_said;tbat-Ffbere-is:a.law.ofmdevelop{
-ment.in.the.Bible.doctrines...the.doctrine_of .immortalkity.is.taught ;
-in.the.0ld.Testament,but more.cleacly:unfolded:in.the.later.books¥. iy
.This.law.of .developmentiis.made_evident from.the.great:advance.made 1
-in.the.rekigious.thought of .the#dbrevws. .In_the.easlier.days, -they
.gave.tittle.or.no.heed.to.a future.life_but.the.time.came.when.they

.gavei"the.more.earnsst.heed"and.manifestedra.much.greatersinterest |
sin.the.things.that.lay.beyond.the.vetl . of .this.Lkife, _It.seems.that |
.at:this.perios.Israel.sbruggled.with_a.vague.consciousness.of zan
rafter.life. .George.Adam.Smith.says;%At_the _ best.they.are.but.cries
.ttung.outsin.revolt from.the.thought_ of .a.future.without . him.or.in
.passionate.confidence.that.in.death.he.cannot _desert. the.soul _hé_has
.favored.with.his_glory."® There_are-vanious.Qassagessin.thefésaims

>¥Gen. 15: 1=24.

:¥*Gen. 48521,

.tPidactic.Theology.p. 125.

¥EtEaith.nade.fasy.p. 445

_.Modern Cpiticism p, 187,



God::will.be

. changes.in Jewisj.thought. .Dates;and places.are.not.of first:imperty
l.ance.in.tracing the.genesis:and.growth.of .thesimmortal .hope.of :the

| _Hebrews. sIt:is.thought.however.that.this.belief .began.to.take.on:a |
i .more.definite.forn duning-the-seventh:CenturyuBoGJand.especkahly.durE
b:ing .the peniod.of.the_exileiwhich-ezenb;undOubtedly.had.much.to.dogiﬁ
E;advancing,theJideas.of_isnael;cekahive.bo.tbe ﬁmtuce,by_bninging;thej
#.individual.to.the trontsandsrevealing.the fact.that.the.nation.exist-
E.ed for.thesindividual ;and.not the.indiwidual .for.the.nation. .George
;Adam Smith.believes.that.the prophetssderemiah.and:Bzekiel :and.espec—
stally.the former.through. hislunigue.rekation.to:God%had.much.to.do
i;in.giqing form:zand.definiteness.to.the.newsconcepbion.ol the ﬁd&ce
1.3ife that.had taken.root.largely.within.the.Jewish.nation:and.had
tbeen.slowly grow%ﬁgaand‘developiag from.that .embryonic.stage.inswhich
L kittle.or.no hope of .Life.beyond the.grave.was.entertained.untii.we |
scame ,lnto possassion.of tbesnicherJand;larger,hope-hhat,sustained-and
rcheered.tvhe prophet.of .Israel duping.ber.darkest.and.most perilous
rhours.

.As.we.study.the pages.of the Old ltestament.in guest.of.evidence.y
:to-substantiateJan&corroborate?ﬁniversal,though.oﬂmimes.vague.conee |
ésciousness of,ouralmmortablny;wedace.constnained,no,saysin.nhe;wo%ds.

.of .thatv sinspiced. hymn, ;
MGod moves.in.a mysteslous .way 5
Hdis.wonders vo perioram'.
fie see how.God.created.man.1mmortal .and.in.spite.of the fact that
_sin,faithlessaess.and.cebetrion.on the part.of man.robbed.him.of.thay
rimmortal .hope tor.a.season. Yet.God.never permitted.that.hope to.die
in the.human heart_bur ever.kept.itsafive.and.in so tar.as man.has
~been.able . and wikling tozrecieve divine.truth,there has.ever .been.an
-influx.of God's spreit.and.an unfolding of his eternal plan.and pur-
pose.relative.vo.man.undil.at.last."when.all things.were.ceady!%"He
_broughv . tife.and immortality to.kight through.the.CGospel'of ouar
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