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gated to limbo when General Marshall, as Secretary of State in 

1947, ignored General Wedemeyer's recommendations that the 

United States gi11e all - out support to the Chiang Kai - shek 

government . 

President Roosevelt felt that China s hould be the keys tone 

in the arch of Asia. To him the best ·1ay to g et; a unified and 

strong post- ar China was to do what we could to support the 

Nationalist Government and to make sure that all forei n 

powers respected her independence and integrity in harmony 

with our traditional Open Door Policy . 

It has been the reversal of that decision that has con­

tributed greatly to the disastrous course of events in the Far 

East during the past four years . 

The United States failed to face the facts of life in 

Asia . This was ·true in two ways! we failed to appreciate 

that Chiang Kai - shek was a political factor in this phase of 

Asia •s growth and our most important ally; we also failed to 

reali ze that his government would eventually come to include 

younger men with ideas and broader vision . If e had under­

atood this evolution we could have given help and counsel. 

However , we refused Chiang enough effective support to enable 

China to progress and a t the same time just enough for his 

Communist enemies to brand Chiang as a tool of American 

imperialism . 

The most difficult fact Ameri.ca has to face is that the 
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world is not made in the American image. We must accept the 

fact that Asia is a continent run by oligarchs and we must 

deal with them, with all their prejudices and, second ly, wa 

must not think · t here is any permanent policy of handling the 

political actions of Asia , f'or this continent of Asia and its 

oligarchs are going to keep changing fast and e ill have to 

change with them . 
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CHAPTER II 

HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL EVALUATION 

Concrete assurance of American interest in China was 

indicated by the urgent way in whi ch the United States acted 

in the granting of extensive financial assistance to Chung­

king, the Nationalist capital. I n February 1942, President 

Roosevelt brought China ts need to the attent ion of Congress . 

Enclosed with the President 'S letter was a draft of a 

joint resolution which the President urged Congress to pass, 

authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approval 

of the President, to loan or extend credit or give other 

financial aid to China in an amount not to exceed 

500,000,000. The joint resolution was promptly passed by 

Congress and signed by the President , F'ebru.ary 7, 1942. Less 

than a week later the money for this aid was voted by Congress 

This extensive credit was fol lowed on June 2 , 1942 with 

the conclusion of a mutual aid agreement with China . The 

extension of monetary aid in the form of large line of credit, 

and the extension of direct aid in supplies and equipment, 

deeply committed the United States to the support of the 

Nationalist Government . 

The relinquishing of extraterritorial rights in China in 

October 1942 indicated a desire to improve Sino-Americah re-
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solution of the internal problems in China . Meanwhile, in 

ot her aspects of American Policy, our i nteres t in promoting 

China to a posi tion of one of the great powers of the world 

was shaping up. 

Our policy was a pparent i n the prominent role given to 

China i n international discussions and in the new or gani za t ionJI 
I' 

formed during t he war. China was a party of the f our-p o er r 

declaration on General Security issued .from :Moscow in 1943, 

and the three-power conference at Cairo later t hat same year, 

which pled ged restoration to China of Manchuria , Formosa and 

the Pescodores. A prominent part was assigned to Chinese 

represen tatives at the U. N.R.R.A. conference, and s he partie-

ipated in t he i mportant d iscussion on the international organ ­

i .zation he l d at Dunbarton Oaks. 

A long-standing i n justice was ri ghted when President 

Roosevelt signed an Act removing legislat ive discrimination 

a gainst Chinese i n t he United States i n December 1943. The 

Chinese exclusion laws were repealed, an annual Chinese 

i mmigration quota established, and legally Chinese became 

eligible to be naturalized American citizens . 

Concern on t h e part of the United States that the :I.n­

ternal situation of China mi ght cont ain exp l osive elements 

effecting United States-u. s .S . R. relations was ind icated by a 

trip taken by Vice - Pres ide nt Harry A. Wallace in 1944· Mr. 

Wallace went as personal representative of Pr•esident Rooseve lt 
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communism on the China ques tion . He had been given the t ask , 

by President Truman , of effecting an informal American-Sovie t 

condominium in China. This arrangement was presumably de ­

signed to keep China out of' either the exclusively-American 

or exclusively•Russion s trategic zone and would create a s tronJ 

unified d emocratic country by adjusting the Chinese gove r nment 

i n such a way as to make it a happy and effectual Communist ­

democratic coalition. 

F1rom the beginning , there was no pros pec t that the 

Chinese communists would regard the United States Government 

as a proper guar dian or interpreter of the Comm:Uniat cause in 

the Far East . Save for a fe relief supplies, General Marshal 

bad not hing to give the Communists . His authority could 

penalize or weaken the Chinese Government , but it did not ex• 

tend to the Cowfiunists. He was in the position of bargaining 

bet ·een the Chinese Government and one of its own parties, 

but having influence only on one side. He sought to solve the 

issue by seeking uthird partie.f.l" in China which might bridge 

the gulf between Sun-Yat•senism and Marxi sm ; he turned to the 

minor parties . Faced wi ·t;h a s tal emate President Truman on 

December 18, 1946 said 'th e United States would continue 

mediation bu t wotild not interfere in uinternal affairs in 

China11
• 

General Marshall came back to the United States in 

Januar y 1947 to become Secretary of State and blamed both sides 
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The United States policy in China was not strong enough 

to support Chinese unirication under Chiang ·Kai -shek . The 

State Department insisted United States intervention would not 

solve China's basic problems. 

•Time Magazine and Life place the blame for t he failure 

of our China policy squarely in the State Department, concur­

ring with General Hurley. tater they spared no words blaming 

Secretary of State Byrnes, Marshall and Acheson.• 
21 

The Sino-Soviet Treaty concluded before the end of the 

war with Japan, gave China a breathing s pell from civil war, 

but its success depended on how much economic , financial and 

diploma tic aid China would receive from the United States. 

11Chinats treaty with Russia stabilized her internal relations." 
10/ 
- •In evaluating the Sino-Soviet Treaty, Time and Life sup -

ported President Roosevelt's reasoning that hi s only recours e 

was to bui l d a temporary bridge of understanding be tween China 

and Russia i n hope that political or other conflict could be 

postponed during China•s conflict. They retained their con­

sistent anti -Russian Communist policy and not until the secret 
11/ 

agreement made a t Yalta -- disc losing concessions to Russia 

did Time and Life attack both treaty and a greements.• 

In 1945 Life wrote "Present prospects i n China are a 
g/ 

vindica tion of American policy in Asia •11 The words were 

W Appendix D 
To/ Time r. 1a. gazine 1945 
II'/ Appendix C ¥f L2-fe_ Fdi tor ial - September 10 ,_ 1945 
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