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AN EYE TOWARD HISTORY — Boston University School of Medicine participated in a
historical exhibition held to celebrate the 100th birthday of the Boston Medical Lib-

rary. Story and more photos appear on page 11.

BUMC becomes one of only four
Hypertension Centers in nation

by Lorraine Loviglio

A Hypertension Center to investi-
gate the causes, treatment and
complications of high blood pressure
opened Dec. 1 at BUMC under a
$4.46 million grant from the National
Heart and Lung Institute.

The five-year research award —
one of the largest ever received by
BUMC — establishes what is known
formally as a Specialized Center of
Research (SCOR) on hypertension,
according to Richard H. Egdahl,
M.D., director of the Medical Center.
it is one of four hypertension re-
search centers established nation-
ally by the National Heart and Lung

Institute, and the only one in New En-
gland.

(The other three are at Cornell Uni-
versity Medical Center, New York
City; Vanderbilt University, Nashville,
Tenn.; and the University of Indiana,
Indianapolis.)

Aram V. Chobanian, M.D., director
of the Cariovascular Institute at
BUMC, will direct the Hypertension
Center and serve as principal inves-
tigator on the SCOR project. James
C. Melby, M.D., wil be co-in-
vestigator on the program.

Major N.E. resource

Egdahl also announced that the

Continued on Page 2

PEOPLE TALRK

The increasingly important topic of
smokers' rights versus the rights of
those who choose not to smoke is the
subject of this month's People Talk
column in Front & Center.

Last July a law was passed in Mas-
sachusetts that restricts the smoking

‘of any tobacco product in hospitals

to specifically designated areas. Al-
though there is no penalty for break-
ing this law, state officials can en-

force the posting of “an appropriate
number of signs indicating those
areas in which smoking . . . is prohi-
bited.”

Front & Center brought the smok-
ing issue to the Medical Center with
the question, “"Do you think Medical
Center cafeterias should have re-
stricted areas for smokers and non-
smokers?’ Their answers can be
found on inside pages.
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. outside te Medical Center to dial di-

‘T" changes bus routes
to meet BUMC needs!|

Changes in MBTA bus routes 68
and 49 to be implemented Saturday,
Dec. 27, will mean easier access to
public transportation for BUMC emp-
loyees and will eliminate the need for
the BUMC shuttle bus, according to
David T. Rubin, head of the BUMC
Parking and Transportation Commit-
tee.

Centrex switch
is set for April

The date for the implementation of
the Centrex |l telephone system at
the Medical Center has been ad-
vanced from mid-July to April 19.

gs

rectly into a specific department
without going through a central
switchboard, according to Em-
manuela Minnefield, service adviser
at the New England Telephone
Company.

Because the changeover will af-
fect every department in the Center,
Edwin Stedman, director of tele-
communications, has already begun
planning for the switch.

Station review set

Through careful evaluation fol-
lowed by installation of telephones
offering only those capabilities a cer-
tain department needs, Stedman
said he expects the new services to
offer more service with no increase in
cost to the Medical Center.

Stedman and Patricia Tobin,

Continued on Page 8

The shuttle bus has been operat-
ing on an experimental basis since
Sept. 8.

Rubin said the Medical Center, act-
ing on a recommendation of the Park-
ing and Transportation Committee,
submitted a proposal to the Mas-
sachusetts Bay Transportation Au-
thority on Oct. 30. The Center asked
the MBTA to alter the routes slightly
so that both buses would run west on
East Newton Street from Albany
street to Harrison avenue, stopping
under the bridge outside the Health
Services Building door on East New-

ton street.
Safety factor

DO cnangmag

point of access would help ensure
the safety of employees who use the
MBTA system.

In a Nov. 6 letter to Richard H. Eg-
dahl, M.D., director of the Medical
Center, George M. Gulley, chairper-
son of the MBTA's Service Commit-
tee, wrote that the commitiee had
approved all the proposed changes.

Concurrent with the Dec. 27 route
changes, the Medical Center will
cease operation of the shuttle service
to MBTA lines. Shuttle service to
Parking Lot C will continue, however.
Rubin said the Parking and Transpor-
tation Committee is considering
operating an evening shutile to the
QOrange Line on an on-call basis, but
no firm plans have been made.

Rubin said he thought the success
of the BUMC shuttle bus, which had

Continued on Page 9

Five who symbolize
best of UH honored

Five University Hospital em-
ployees were recognized at the UH
Annual Dinner Dec. 8 for continuous
outstanding contributions to the
Hospital. Administrator John H. Bet-
jemann, who presented the awards,
said the five “symbolize . .. all the
employees, managers and profes-
sional staff who make University
Hospital a care-giving institution you
can be proud of.”

Each of the awardees were pre-
sented with sweatshirts lettered with
the individual's name on the back
and the title of his or her award on the
front. Betjemann said the awards

were kept modest so that the em-
phasis of the honor would remain
with the employees, not the awards
themselves. In addition, he said, the
shirts would provide the recipients
with a “reminder of the ‘blood, sweat
and tears’ — and particularly the
‘sweat’ " each had given to the Hos-
pital.
‘Ma Bell
Receiving the “Ma Bell Award"
was- Evelyn Robertson, chief
operator of the BUMC Telephone
Department. Betjemann said that
Robertson, who supervises 20
Continued on Page 9

In the proposal to the MBTA, itwas
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Hypertension Center established here

Continued from Page 1

Hypertension Center will be de-
veloped into a major new clinical
facility for the diagnosis and treat-
ment of patients with high blood
pressure. The BUMC director said
the Center will serve as an “important
resource in the New England area for
the referral of patients with compli-
cated hypertension problems.” The

and organizations in the develop-
ment of programs "“to help control the
epidemic of hypertension now ravag-
ing the United States.”
Hypertension afflicts more than
one million New Englanders — about
one in seven adults — and is the
major underlying cause of heart at-
tacks, strokes, kidney disease, and
other vascular problems. Screening

the relatively early stages
Varied skills involved

The Specialized Center of Re-
search will draw on the skills of a
team of senior staff members to at-
tack the problem of hypertension
from a number of perspectives, ac-
cording to Chobanian. Clinical and
research specialists will study the
role in the development of hyperten-

treatment based on their findings
about the causes of hypertension.
The researchers will also attempt to
discover why high blood pressure in
combination with other so-called risk
factors — such as high cholesterol
levels in the blood, obesity and diab-
etes — frequently results in damage
to blood vessels and leads to serious
complications of the disease,
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' Siblings and spouses
IN medical school:
. Twice the pleasure?

By Sue Aucella

she is from Milton and graduated
form Mount Holyoke College

HYDert?nsion Centerwill base its clin- programs to identify persons with sion of such factors as hormones, the Chobanian said. LT i then -500 stgdems " Siefing wio ho e v g
|C_al actlvil':es at both UH and Boston high blood pressure have been in- kidneys, the heart, the nervous sys- W sehoal of Meditine, @ Tew'have SEUNERTIONG OF 2L FDDINE oW
City Hospital. troduced widely in recent years, but  tem, behavior and salt in the diet. In addition to being director of the bonds between them even stronger the other couples: Hildegard and

In addition, according to Choba-
nian, the Center will also assist other
professional and community groups

BB =

little is known about the causes of the
disease, and development of effec-
tive treatment approaches is still in

I

Chobanian said the study group
hopes to develop new and more ef-
fective forms of prevention and

L}

Cardiovascular Institute at BUMC,
Chobanian is also a professor of
medicine at BUSM. He has done ex-
tensive research on the causes and
treatment of both hypertension and
atherosclerosis and is considered an

than those formed by the common
struggle to become doctors. Some
students decided to become doctors
as they grew up together, brothers
and sisters. Others go home together
every night; they are married couples
who can ask "How was your day,

as schools

Stephen Ross, both 24, are also

s who married as
were accepted to the
aged, the couple
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0

schools, a
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S
areas. Stephen received his accep-
tance from BUSM in October: "l
wasn't accepted until March,” said

authority in his field. Melby is director
of the Endocrinology Section of
BUMC and is also a professor of

dear?" and listen to the reply with true
sympathy. Four brother-and-sister

v
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L —
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DISCUSSING THE CENTER ~ Aram V. Chobanian, left, and James C. Melby discuss the opening of the Hypertension Center.

New trustees join university board
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medicine at the School of Medicine.

His work on the role of hormonal fac-
tors in hypertension is widely recog-

nized.

Other senior scientists involved in
the work of the Hypertension Center
include: Norman G. Levinsky, M.D.,
chairman, Division of Medicine: C.
David Jenkins, Ph.D., chairman, De-
partment of Behavioral Psychology;
William Hood, M.D., chief of cardiol-
ogy, Boston City Hospital; Haralam-
bos Gavras, M.D., chief of hyperten-
sion, Boston City Hospital; Irene Gav-
ras, M.D., associate professor of
medicine; Carl Franzblau, M.D., pro-
fessor of biochemistry; Dieter
Kramsch, M.D., associate professor

of medicine; Peter Brecher; MM..,

sistant professor of medicine _arid

rector, Drug
Edward Alexander, M.D., associate
professor of medicine; and Ladislav
Volicer, M.D., associate professor of
pharmacology.
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pairs and four married couples, rang-
ing from first-year to fourth-year stu-
dents, told Front & Center about their
experiences as fellow medical stu-
dents at BUSM.

The brothers and sisters had differ-
ing reasons for coming to the same
school. Barbara Hochberger, 21,
and her brother David, 23, from
Tuckahoe, N.Y., came to BUSM be-
cause both wanted to be in its Six-
Year Program. (The first of its kind in
the nation, the Six-Year Program
combines two years of liberal arts
education with four years of medical
education.) Barbara is in the second
yearof the program, David the fourth.

‘An additive’

Onile Vaitkus, 22, from Worcester,
Mass., came to the School partly be-
cause she wanted to be in the Bostor
area, but also because nher brother
Linas, 20, was already here. “| felt
more at home with my brother in the
same school — it was an additive,”
Onile said. Linas is in his first year of
the Six-Year Program, while his sis-
ter, also in her first year at BUSM, is a

Hildegard.” So we kind of laid low for

a while. Our wedding plans were all

made; we just waited to start school."”
Stephen is from Berkley Heights,
N.J., and Hildegard from Philadel-
phia. They met as undergraduates at
the University of Pennsylvania.

Ethan Kisch-Pniewski, 24, and his
wife Helen, 25, both in their last year
of school, were married four years
ago. Ethan was already at BUSM in
the Six-Year Program when Helen
graduated from Radcliffe. “She ap-
plied to four schools in the Boston
vicinity and, as luck would have it,
she was accepted at BU," said
Ethan, Both are from Cambridge.

All together

Carol Welsh, 23, from Wellesley,

believes that more than luck was in-

native, are first-year students who
have been married a year and a half.
“We applied together, we were con-
sidered and interviewed together,
and we received our acceptances
together. There seemed to be an ef-

erguson, also 23 and a Pittsburg

lems that all med students go
through.” Kenneth spoke for all of the
couples when he said, “It's educa-
tionally comforting. We can share
things that a non-medical person
wouldn't understand because they
haven't experienced them. Wa feed
off of each other.”

“It's been interesting,” Hildegard
Ross said. “You always have a study
companion; there's always someone
to discuss a case or problem with —

anough Information 1o

omeone with € gLl : E 3
a meaningful discussion.” Carol
Welsh said simply, “It's been great."
But having two medical students in
a household also means organizing
life around two people with very
limited amounts of free time. "We're

not seeing each other as often as

Ly

ferent.”

A RELATED MATTER - Brother and sister Onile and Linas Vaitkus find that having
each other in the same school makes them feel more at home

first two years, the basic science
years. "But," he added, "it was not
especially disastrous for us, and we
managed to survive. It's no longer a
problem."

Is there also competition between
the siblings? “No,” said Robert
Levitz, laughing. “Not when she's
fourth-year and I'm second.” Onile
Vaitkus has never felt competitive
towards Linas: "Our characters are
very. different; he is more intense.

paltle (O]
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Barbara Hochberger also
said that she and David have never
competed with each other.
Siblings ‘compared’
Sheila Turgman, 22, a first-year
student from New Rochelle, N.Y.,
cited a disadvantage in being at

60 employed a: graduate of Case Western Reserve fort on the part of the School,” Carol we'd like,” Kenneth Selig said, “arl1|d BUSM with her brother Joel, 21, a
; More than 60 persons — profes- University. said. "Otherwise, | guess we just when we are together, we're usually second-year student. "I've started to
Wa];hi :nlzztr:c;r; é:)fr:ahé:i“r;e:! t:;):tz?f (sjupport of BU's Muga.r Library arjd its for academic planning on the School sionals and suppport staff — ?wll be : Robert Levitz, 22, came to the would've gone to different schools." pretty tired.” It's di_fficult, Hilde'gard notice that a couple of people on the
nual meeting of the Boston University Tﬁpiﬂmenf of special Collections. of Management's Board of Visitors. employed under the contract award. J School, not because his sister Celia, Both are graduates of Oberlin Col- said, when "I . require Stephen’s at- teaching staff are starting to com-
Board of Trustees. 'he Alice and Rollo G. Silver Collec- Also re-elected was Robert F. Boston University Medical Center ‘ 25, was already here, but be?ause lege. : - tention and he can't give it. When | pare me to him," Sheila said. “They
Rollo G. Silver, an authority on gf_:”- (donated in 1974, includes Goldhammer, vice president of Kid- physicians and researchers have ] he likes Boston. “There wasn't that “Like everything else in life, there want to go shopping he may have to knew him and | feel that now they're
Slonraahes Bnd Tare Books Lo ivers personal collection of the der, Peabody and Co, Goldhammer long been leaders in both basic { much choice among the schools | are advantages and disadvantages put me off. Or vice versa: maybe looking to see how I'll perform.”
Blciet - foui-yest iy iy wosrks of Walt Whltmgn_ completed a three-year term and hypertension research and the de- i was accepted to,” he said, “‘and_l to being in med school together,” when | want to study, he wants to go “Butit's also been good,"” Sheila, a
SacobiSalibe, president of Kaltty 15 194unc:e his graduation from BU in was elected to a five-year post. velopment of many of the drugs cur- 1 figured | could use her books.” Celia Hildegard Ross said. But she and the out or goof off.” Brandeis graduate, continued. “I've
dustries, was chosen for athree-year t' 6.’ Jacob Sal;ba has remalneq ac- James A. Argeros, an executive of rently in use for the treatment of the . is a fourth-year student who orhgr. coup!es expre_ssed mostly The housework problem been ableto meet people through my
. Dexlor A, Dothe, v ive ng Umversuty ah‘gur's. He is a Jordan Marsh Co., will serve a disease. The use of diuretic drugs : graduated from Brooklyn Col!gge; positive feelings: "Going to school Getting housework done also be- brother. It's one way forf_irst and sec-
president of Loomis, Sayles z'and O3 gnfsr::] eerof ;r;e Qn_lvers?tysCollege of three-year term as alumni trustee. He and of derivatives of rauwolfia (a Robert, a second-year studgnt, is a together had great advantaqgs. at comes a problem: “H.a'wng equgily ond year students to mix. And _he's
Wil 81V & o6 ear.fermm, ' S5 ministration Board “of had been a trustee for two years dur- plant from India) in the treatment of “ graduate of Columbia University. least for the first two years,” said strenuous schedules, it's a question been able to express his feelings

Re-elected to five-year terms were
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy and Sen.
Edward W. Brooke.

Among his contributions to the
University, Rollo Silver is noted for his

Visitors and assisted in this year's
stadium-renovation project.

Dexter Dodge graduated trom the
University in 1956 and is now presi-
dent of the General Alumni Associa-
tion. He also served asvice president

PEOPLE TALR

Do you think Medical Center
cafeterias should have restricted
areas for smokers and non-smokers?

Elliot Kronstein, graduate student,
prosthetics, SGD.:

I strongly believe that there should be
restricted areas for smoking in Medi-
cal Center cafeterias. | do not smoke
and, frankly, | find tobacco smoke
very offensive. Smoking in cafeterias,
where one person's behavior affects
others’ well-being, should be prohi-
bited.

ing his terms as president of the
General Alumni Association.

hypertension were pioneered at the
institution.

EEG lab has full registration

Barbara Carter, electroence-
phalograph EEG technologist at Uni-
versity Hospital, recently passed the
American Board of Regional EEG
Technologists exam at the Medical
College in Charleston, S.C.

According to Carter, the Hospital's
EEG lab is now fully registered. which
means thatall technologists in the lab
have passed this examination. Carter
said this situation is unusual since
only about 450 EEG technologists in
the country are registered.

Carter said the exam tests know-
ledge on neural and physical
anatomy, EEG electronics, and the
ability to deal with various medical
problems which arise in the EEG lab.
"To me, passing the test means,

‘Hey, you really know what you're
doing’,” she said.

The exam consists of both awritten
and an oral section. The oral exam is
taken before a board of doctors and
technicians representing several
parts of the country. The board also
includes Dr. John Knott, professor
of neurology (electroencephalog-
raphy) at UH and Maxine Wilson,
technical" director of the Hospital's
EEG labs.

Carter went to school at the Albany
Medical Center untii 1962, and
worked at Boston City Hospital be-
fore coming to BUMC. After six years
at BUMC she left, but soon returned
because, as she said, "I just had to
come back.”

T

They are from Brooklyn, N.Y.
Kenneth and Colleen Selig, both
25, are third-year students who met
at BUSM and were married in 1974.
He is from Newton and is a graduate
of the University of North Carolina;

Ethan Kisch-Pniewski. “If we hadn't °
had classes together, we never
would have seen each other."

All agreed that the most important
advantage is the opportunity to share
what Kenneth Selig called “the prob-

PEOPLE TALR

Do you think Medical Center
cafeterias should have restricted
areas for smokers and non-smokers?

John Chobanian, first-year graduate,
biochemistry, BUSM:

| do not smoke, but | believe there
should not be restricted areas for
smokers in the Medical Center
cafeterias. People come to these
places to relax and they should not
have to refrain from smoking or be
told where to sit. | do not think it
bothers non-smokers to be seated
next to smokers.

of finding time for shopping, dishes,
laundry — there's simply no time for
housewifery. There is no housewife,
male or female,” said Ethan Kirsch-
Pniewski.

Competition between spouses has
not been a serious problem for two of
the couples. "It's easier than taking
undergraduate courses together
was; there's no tension, as there was
then," said Carol Welsh. “Our fears of
competition have been allayed.”
Kenneth and Colleen Selig have
"probably felt some competition, but
since we are equally adept, it's never
been too intense,” Kenneth said.

Hildegard Ross did not agree. She
said she feels that competition has
“led to some friction. Competition be-
tween us can get pretty fierce, as with
any two students in a class,” she
said. “It's the nature of medical
school.” Ethan Kisch-Pniewski also
said that “there has been some com-
petition for grades, mainly during the

about school to me. We're very close
ingeneral.” Almost all of the siblings
mentioned feeling close to each
other. "I enjoy being in school to-
gether a lot," said Linas Vaitkus.
""We're having a good time together.
Onile was away at school for four
years and the family never saw her —
now | see her every day."” Said Onile,
“There's sure a lot to talk about.” -
Like the married couples, the
brothers and sisters appreciate hav-
ing someone to help them with their
studies. “"We're on the phone a lot,
consulting about problems,” said
Barbara Hochberger. “It's nice. And |
get his old exams and textbooks.”
Robert Levitz also inherits his sister's
old textbooks. “It's nice to know
what's coming up,” he said. Linas
and Onile Vaitkus “share information
and cover for each other in classes,”
Onile said (She explained that “the

Continued on Page 5
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TOGETHER AGAIN - Ruth Smart Dickey, left, and ME!}OI’JB Thompson Crotty, mem-
bers of the Massachusetts Memorial Hospitals Nurses' Alumnae Association, have an
opportunity for a visit and a little reminiscing as they look at a pholo of their gradua-
ting class, 1923, on display at the history exhibit presented by the Department of
Continuing Education in Nursing. While at the nursing school, Marjorie Crotly met her
future husband, Martin, who was In the Class of 1924, BUSM.

BUMC people

Visitor from Turke e

st at 'L?niverswy Hosprtal

recentfy canie to the U.S. from her

native Turkey to study muscular
pathology at BUMC under a fellow-
ship from the University of Instanbul.

Kohen, who earned her M.D. atthe
University of instanbul, worked there
as clinical neurologist for three years.
She leamed about UH's Regional
Muscle Diagnostic Biopsy Labora-
tory from one of her former Istanbul
professors, who is currently at Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital.

Kohen explained her work consists
mainly of staining and examining
cells of neuro-muscular patients from
all over New England to diagnose
such diseases as polymyositis and
muscular dystrophy. Kohen is work-
ing under the direction of Flaviu
Romanul, M.D., director of the mus-
cle lab.

To England next

After seven months at the Medical
Center, Kohen will travel to Newcas-
tie, England, which she called the
world capital for muscular-pathology
research, for additional training.
When she completes her studies in
England, she will return to the Uni-
versity of Istanbul to teach and con-
duct clinical work.

Since Istanbul, the largest city in
Turkey, has a population of more
than two million, Kohen admitted that
living and working in Boston hasn't
been too much of a change. "Of
course, the American and Turkish
cultures are totally different in
ideologies and attitudes, but these
differences do not bother me," she
said.

Even though this trip is her first to
the U.S., Kohen said she knew quite

~ clinical

she arnved
she said, "has become very interna-
tional. From viewing American televi-
sion shows, movies and print media, |
received quite a bit of information
about life in American society.”
Husband here, too
Loneliness, a typical malady of
travelers, has not concerned Kohen,
she said. She traveled to the U.S. with
herhusband, Altan Kucukyalcin, who
is on leave of absence from the Uni-
versity of Istanbul, where he makes
documentary films. He is learning to
speak English at the Intemnational In-
stitute of Languages in Copley
Square. (Kohen leamed English as a
high-school student in Istanbul at the
American College for Girls.)

Kohen and her husband have also
been in contact with Turkish families
in the Greater Boston area, whose
names they learned through friends
and relatives. “We visit with several
families a week," Kohen said, 'so we
have not been very lonely forTurkish
home life."”

Memorial service

A memorial service was held in the
BU Marsh Chapel on Dec. 17 for Ber-
nard J. Kutner, Ph.D., dean of BU
Sargent College of Allied Health Pro-
fessions and professor of rehabilita-
tion medicine at BUSM. Dean Kutner
died Dec. 9.

Dean of the school since 1972,
Kutner was recognized as a social
psychologist and specialist in the
problems of aging.

He was the author and co-author of

Front & Center December,
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Chaplain’s dedication

University  Hospital  Chaplain
Leicester Potter was named an hon-
orary member of the Massachusetts
Memorial Nurses' Alumnae Associa-
tion atthe group's 1975 homecoming
meeting held at the Medical Centerin
November.

In - making the presentation,
Eleanor Tenney, the group's corres-
ponding secretary, cited the
Chaplain's excellence as a spiritual
leader and his dedication to his work
at the Hospital.

She said that in 1944 when Potter
Ccame to what was then Mas-
sachusetts Memorial, he was one of
the “few chaplains who felt the need
to do his work in this manner.” She
said he planned to “try it out for
a month or so, but the month
lengthened into more than 30 years
of service.”

Potter said, as he accepted the
membership, that he was “touched
and honored."

The association has 657 members
and 67 honorary members.

During a worship service in the
Hospital's Interfaith Chapel, the
members  dedicated memorial
vases, glazed in colors of the liturgy,
to the 17 members of the association
who had died during the past year.
The association helped provide funds
for construction of the Chapel, and
aids in its support.

Following a business meeting, also

held in the Interfaith Chapel. the
Nurses Alumnae Association viewed
a display on the history of nursing at
the institution, assembled by the De-
partment of Continuing Education in
Nursing. On exhibit were photo-
_graphs of the graduating classes of
the nursing school, a collection of old
medical instruments and a number of
uniforms from different eras.

During a luncheon in the Hiebert
Lounge, L-14, the members heard an
address from Charles Robertson.
M.D., associate clinical professor of
surgery at the School of Medicine.

Rev. Potter

“mployees offered free

lessons, role in chapel concerts

Through the efforts of the choir
director-organist of a local church,
BUMC music enthusiasts have been
offered an opportunity to take free
music lessons and/or perform in a
series of instrumental concerts at the
Center.

Lynn Vermeer, who is employed at
the Church of the Immaculate Con-
ception on Harrison avenue, has
been working with Rev. Leicester
Potter, Hospital Chaplain, to develop
a music program for Medical Center
staff and long-term patients.

Proposes concerts
“I would like to organize a series of

concerts to be performed in the Hos-

pital Chapel by Medical Center peo-
ple once every two or three weeks,"
Vermeer said. The concerts would
be televised over the Hospital's
closed-circuit system, Channel 6.

Vermeer, who was trained as a
classical musician, said the con-
certs, “could be of any type — clas-
sical, jazz, folk — anything.”

Vermeer also offers staff members
free lessons in a wide variety of
string, keyboard and percussion in-
struments, as well as voice training.

She is qualified to teach, among
other instruments, violin, viola, cello,
bass, lute and basic guitar — “just
about anything,” she said.

Employee lessons

Currently, she is giving lessons to
two Medical Center employees who
play the recorder, one fiddle player,

four keyboard musicians and two

singers.

Interested persons can contact
Vermeer through Rev. Potter, UH
Chapel, F-1, ext. 5560.

held for Sargent's Dean Kutner

many articles published in scientific
journals. His memberships included
the American Psychological Associ-
ation, the American Congress of Re-
habilitation Medicine and the Ameri-
can Public Health Association.

Before coming to BU, Kutner was
director of the Center for Research in
Rehabilitation Medicine at the Albert
Einstein College of Medicine in New
York. He was also a research as-
sociate at Cornell University Medical

College in New York City, where he
began his work on the problems of
aging.

Kutner was a World War Il U.S.
Army Air Force veteran. A graduate
of City College of New York, Kutner
eamed his Ph.D. at’ Harvard

University's Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences.

He leaves his wife, Elizabeth, a
daughter, a son, and a sister.
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Letters to the Editor

Smoking curbs urged

To the Editor:
The Massachusetts legislature has
recently passed an act prohibiting

L0

Mass. Memorial

memories .

To the Editor:

Thank you or your office for mailing
to me Front & Center, when pub-
lished. | do so appreciate them and
read about so-many people | knew.
As all my activities are limited now,
getting this paper is an added joy. |
had so many good times and years at
Mass. Memorial.

Sincerely yours,
Sadie Bain
Seqium, Wash.

smoking in a number of public areas,
such as elevators. It also requires the
setting aside of space to be used by
smokers in hospitals, schools, re-
staurants, etc. so that those of us who
are nauseated by this habit do not
have to suffer while eating, reading,
traveling, etc.

I think that every effort should be
made, especially at a medical
center, to accommodate this new
law. To this end, | suggest that “no
smoking” signs be posted in all
elevators and in other appropriate
areas, such as conference rooms
and classrooms.

Perhaps the benefits to be ob-
tained by a few less cigarettes or
bowlsful of tobacco being smoked

can then accrue to smokers and
non-smokers alike.

Sincerely yours,

Herbert H. Wotiz, Ph.D.

Protessor of biochemistry
Dr. Wotiz and others interested in this
issue are referred to the “Pecple
Talk” interviews in this issue of Front
& Center. Editor)

McNeil pride

To the Editor:

Thank you for sending me the
November issue of Front & Center
containing the story on the dedica-
tion of the Elton MacNeil Memorial
Unit. We appreciate your very good
coverage of it.

We are all very proud of the estab-
lishment of this unit and treasure the
publications that have given an ac-
count of the dedication ceremonies.

Thank you for your thought.

Sincerely,
Dorothy MacNeil
Peabody, Mass.

Advisory Bd.
seeks the news

To the Editor:

Atthe last meeting of the Commun-
ity Advisory Board of the School of
Graduate Dentistry, copies of the
Front & Center issue of November,
1975, were distributed to the mem-
bers so they could read the article
about the committee. They found the
paper very informative and expres-
sed a desire to receive the Medical
Center's publications. | feel this will
really help the committee members
to keep abreast of developments at
the Medical Center.

Thank you for your help in this mat-
ter and for the excellent article on the
Community Advisory Committee.

Anthony Jong, D.D.S., M.P.H.

Professor and chairperson

Department of Public Health
and Community Dentistry

Siblings and spouses

Continued from Page 3

School tends to put us in the same
classes because of our names.”)
Talking shop
For the married couples, spending
their days in the same classrooms
and their evenings over the same text
books necessitates an occasional

break from medicine. “We talk alot of

ping tomorrow, anything but
medicine’.” Unwinding for the

to talk about music, art, gomg shop-

Kirsch-Pniewskis is "“never a prob-
lem,” according to Ethan, “"because
we've always shared outside in-
terests, such as the cinema, art,
music, the theater.”

The Seligs are always “able to get
away when we're in the mood to get
away: we unwind by relating the
events of the day, That takes about a

_half hour and then it's off our minds,”

mediciné oLJi of his mind if hé'were

married to a non-medical partner. "It
would all become boring and unintel-

‘Black survival’ author speaks
at new community series

The Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller Men-
tal Health Center launched its Com-
munity Education Series with a pre-
sentation by Professor Samuel F.
Yette on Dec. 11 in Keefer Au-
ditorium. A professor of journalism at
Howard University, Yette is the au-
thor of the best-selling book The
Choice: The Issue of Black Survivalin
America.

Citing such diverse authors as
Byron, deTocqueville and Sterling
Brown, Yette spoke of the atrocities
to which black Americans have been
subjected. He discussed at length
the evolving black experience in light
of the changing polltlcal situation in
America.

After Yette spoke, Dr. Lawrence
Langer, professor of English at Sim-
mons College, responded. Langer
who has’ written “on the Nazi
holocaust, urged the audience not to
wait to recognize and protest in-
stances of victimization, as the Jews
did in Germany.

Finally, Luz Cuadrado, executive
director of Inquilinos Boricuas en
Accion (formerly the Emergency
Tenants Council), commented on at-
tempts to assimilate groups into the
American culture and on the resis-
tance of Spanish-speaking people to
such assimilation. People maintain-
ing their various heritages and, atthe

same time, living harmoniously, is

what this' country should be about,
Cuadrado said. .

Dr. Orlando Lightfoot, chairperson
of the Fuller Center's Rewards Com-
mittee, which planned the Commun-
ity Education Series, indicated that
there will probably be two or more
programs in the series, one in Feb-
ruary or March and one in the spring.
The series is “one of a number of
activities being undertaken by the
staff of the Center in conjunction with
community agencies with which we
are associated by reason of service,
common interest and the general
betterment of community life."”

The series is being supported en-
tirely by contributions from commun-
ity agencies and private individuals.
Any individual or group wishing to
support this series should send con-
tributions to Donald Taylor, 720 Har-
rison avenue, Room 611, Boston, MA
02118. Any contribution entitles
donors to have their names listed on
programs for each series presenta-
tion. Checks should be made out to
“SCF MHC Community Education
Series’.

Future events will be advertised on
BUMC bulletin boards.

Suzanne Radio
Communications officer
Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller
Mental Health Center

iIn medical school

ligible to a non-medical person,” he
said, "and explanations are tedious.”
Kenneth and Colleen, like the

Kisch-Pniewskis, share activities
outside = medicine, “especially
sports.™

Carol Welsh and Stuart Ferguson
“spend less time unwinding now then
we used to,” Carol said, "because
last year we worked m the same re-

comparison!™ There is away’s 'sd 1 -
thing to talk about, she said, “now
that we do different things and see
different people during the day.”
Two busy careers

The married couples do not
foresee problems with having two
doctors in the family. “The way | look
at it, on the one hand it would be
difficult to find time to raise a child, to
spend enough time; although we do
plan to have children,” Ethan Kisch-
Pniewski said. “Bur otherwise, it
probably won't be that much of a
problem, compared to having one
doctor in the family and the other
person doing something else," he
continued. "Unless the non-doctor
had a great deal of interests, they'd
find themselves sitting at home a lot
of the time, with little to do.” Caral
Welsh agreed, saying, "We're look-
ing forward to have two time-
consuming careers. That's better
than if only one person is busy and
youre at different phases.” The
Seligs hope to share an office in their

home and "be able to see a lot of
each other," Kenneth said.

Sheila and Joel Turgman's parents
are “thrilled by the idea of having two
doctors in 