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characterized by a special form of sehool system: First, 
the town period with the dame school, the reading and 
writing school, and the grammar school; tben the period 
of decentralization with the district school and the 
academy; and lastly, the modern period most strongly 
centralized, characterized by the graded schools.

4 
Concord was in the period of the district schools as the 

l860 1 s commenced. Perhaps the most prominent educator during 

the 1800's was Hcrace Mann, one-time Concord resident, but 

probably more famous as Secretary of the Massachusetts Board 

of Education. Mann saw before many others the evils of the 

district system, and his agitation with it was plainly stated. 

It is declared by Scudder6 that the seven district 

schools differed little (during the 1860's) from what they 

had been a century before. 

The railroads had become well established in Concord by 

the 1860's having reached Concord in 1844.7 Irish immigrants 

who aided greatly in their construction were "left behind as 

the railroad gangs moved toward the Pacific."8 

In due time the School Committee took notice. 'The 
children of these uneducated parents now constitute a 
considerable part of our total number,' wrote the Chair­
man. 1It is wise to educate them well. They are to be 

4 George A. Martin, Evolution ot the Jlassaohusett·a Publig 
School System (Iew York: D. Appleton and co., 1S94), p.l86. 

s Ibid., p. 202. -
6 Towrusend Scudder, , Ooncord: American Town (Boston: Little, 

Brown and Company, 1947), p. 159. 

7 Ibid., p. 190. -
8 Ibid.' p. 217. -
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