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FTHE APPLICABILITY OF 'ME SCIENTIFIC METHOD TO THE STUDY OF THE
ﬂ TWO-FOLD WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT.

|

H.E.Milnes.,

1As the foundation upon which to build the thought of this pap-

éer we have given the Scientific Method and the Two-fold Wit~

lness of the Spirit. Neither the validity of the former nor the
“reality of the latter is at all questioned or denied. These are
ﬁgranted as generally accepted facts and we take them as the
Efuniamental postulates of the investigation. The doubt is whe-

[ther they can have anything in common;whether the one can be

|used in the study of the other.

Slightly changed,by putting it in the form of a question,

?the problem is--Can the Scientific Method be applied to the

|

@study of the Two-fold Witness of the Spirit? So self evident

Such an answer,upon reflection, is seen to be based upon
;such an argument as:-The Scientific Method can be applied in
ggeneral to the study of religious phenomena. Now since we have
admitted the reality of the Witness of the Spirit as a relig-

lious phenonenon,the method in question can but be applicable.




f _ .
But in making this answer we have already either thrown

aside as worthless or considered as answered the objections
i which two classes in particular adduce.

i The Mystic alleges that "in its essential nature religion
i transcends knowledge®. The Revelationist holds that "nomal ||
- religion necessarily presusposes a supernatural and parsonal
communication of the mind and will of Him who is the true ob-

ject of religious thought and worship;in other words an authorl

' itative didactic revelation from God®. |
}
|

Both the Mystic and the Revelationist by their very postu-

i lates thus seek 1o bar out all scientific study of religious i
' phenomena. In this,however,they fail. Their views are incon- |
|

sistent and self Jestructive. As Dr. Warren cogently says,"Wit
;out such a study,and the logical use of the results of such a

| study,neither the Mystic can show the transcendence of religion
in its relation to knowledge,nor the Revelationist the exist- |

ence and exclusive claims of his revelation®.

It may be that both these objectors are moved by a fear

. as common as it is false,that $hience and Religion are mutua-

1ly opposed and exclusive,so that where ona is allowed the
lother is wholly barred out. They fear that the scientific invesi

t

' tigation of any religious phenomenon is an attempt to reduce i

|
the supernatural tb the plane of the natural and so rule Godput.
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g iG.A.Cosn whoiin his lecture on the Relation of Adolescence to !
' %Roligious Experience says,"But can pyschology aszume deal with !
| lexperiences that may be the direct operations of the divine |
i éSpirit upon the mind of man? Would not the method of psychologyi
| éassume that these phenomena are natural? The reply is that the
iScientific Method assumes nothing whatever as to the presence

g

or absence of God in any event,whetherm in the physical universe

jor the mind of man. And,assuming the hand of God in religious

|
|
i
|
|
experiences,may we not,with all the greater confidence,expect %

t
i
I
i

l

U

'tc find them 3efinitely and consistently co-ordinated with thei

:conditions? That the divine Spirit observes antecedents and wai

ﬁfor conditions to ripen;that He does not voeuchsafe the same

jour power to prepare the way for his gracious manifestations or

to hinder their appearance--all this is already currentk amongl

us. Now it is simply suche@niformities as these that science

looks for in its empirical examination of religious experience

t
]
fi
!
h
i

causality but one of inductive causality. The question is not

The problem then is not one of productive,or metaphysical,

fwhat or who is the real agent,but what is the rule of happening,

fthe conditions under which the plienomena occurfﬁ;owing which we

I

1
t
|
i
i
1
i
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hall be able to interpret and deal with them in all the ordina
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" As caloulated to ally any such apprehensions we quote Profl
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'aifalrs of llie. i

I l
| The field is now clear. All general and imaginary scruples|

have been met. It is possible in general and perfectly pennlss-i
“1ble and indeed wholly reverent to study scientifically,or empli
i-ically if you please,any and all religious phenomena. E

But the acteal application in particular of the Soientificl
fMeﬁhod to the Two-fold Witness of the Spieit is yet another ma ;
tter. The abstract possibility of so doing says nothing of the |
difficulties to be met,the inadequacy of the applications made,!
and the poverty of the results reached. There still remains thei

ilack of insight into self and the inner consciousness,the fail

f-ure as yet to comprehend the working of the Infinite,the per-
tsonal equation of predisposition in creed and belief as to the

éfunction of the Holy Spirit,as well as many ether elements,all |

tof which are barriers in the way,but barriers which growing

| \ |
Method can be applied in particular to the study of the Two-folg

|
knowledge and insight ought to remove. |
Now in order to indicate in just what way the Scientific [

ﬂWitness of the Spirit,it becomes necesseiy to state the funda-

mental assumptios of the Scientific Method. Here we are indebte}

Ito Dr Warren's statement. In his langnest it designates and i

lincludes:-- i
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i
their sxact character andthe normal order of succession. |

1 Second--That procedure by which the mind reaches verifiable ol

I . - . - -
otherwise satisfactory conclusions touching the causex or causep

. : !
of such phenomena,the conditions under which,and the laws accorg

| -ing to which these causes act.
,gThir -- That procedure by which the mind reaches verifiable er |
1 ;

| otherwise satisfactory conclusions touching the comnections an

correlations of these phenomena with others,and of their causasg

i
d

with other causes,and the true purpose and significance of sai

I
t correlations.

i The method now to be pursued is to hint,if possible,the

of the Scientific Method to the study of the Two-fold Witness

of the Spirit. But since we are dealing with a single experiencg

|

 or phenomenon,rather than with a group of phenomena,our first -

|
|

| task is 10 see if it be possible so to apply the Scisntific

| Methoa as to learn some thing of the exact nature and characder |

|
t of this witnesse I
]

Abstract theorizing can but prove abortive. The experience

| we seek to know lies in the personal realm. One might lay down j

|
| |
certain postulates and rigidly draw his conclusions from his ‘

dpriori premises. But these would have no value. The only frui }

necessary and permissible precedure in the particular applicatipn

ST SR e a3 s



~I-fal fisld is that of the concrete articu,late experience of

-the individual. Hence by the mowt approved methods,there shoukd

be madea painstaking collocation of the experiences of as large

a number as possible of those who claim to possess this Witness
of the Spiwit. Thus and thus only would valuable rssults be
;reachei.

| But before one can do this and before the results reached ||
;‘can be satisfactory and trustworthy,there are two preliminary
fquestions that the student musjy comprehend and upon which he

ymust come to definite conclusions, !
]

We are dealing with the subjective. The realmm of investi-

»
gation is that of personal consciousness. The validity of the l
resul ts obtained will of course depend upon the degree of intro[
-spection and selfknowledge which the individuals,with whom onef
%is dealing,are capable. He must then reach satisfactory conclus‘
;ions upon First$Consciousness in general,and the selfevident
ﬁvalidity of its deliveramces" and upon Secondly?The Legitimacy
: Covsionruntan
findispensableness and scientifi& value of the testimony ,n the
?realm of the subjective religious activities and results. (Dr.

aW.E%Warren).

Now this experience of the Witness of the Spiriﬂﬁ;;essaril
jbeing"an experience which must be the common property of all

'saints so far as it is necessary to saintship®(B.P.Bowne,%Zion’s|




;of universality. We shall be brought to strip the expsrience of
Tmuch of its concomitants,which vary so much in and with indiv-l
Eiduals,and to reatin for our conclusions upon the nature of thig
éTWo—fold Witness,that which is found to be the common data in |
the experiences of all who lay claim to the witness.
L As a forehint of the probable resulys,we venture to quote |i
Jagain from Br, Bowne the following,® Returning now to life,the

i
iChristian fact is this:The sincere and continued attempt to be

!disciples of Christ results in the conviction that we are in the

‘Idght;way,that we are on the Lord'd sideand He is on our side, ”

and this conviction grows from mere to more as the life broad-

ens and deepens., The new life takes firmer hold and strikes

|
i
deeper root;and as the soul grows in grace and knowledge of the;
|

of its divine origin. Under the influence of Christian teaching

truth, this life becomes mors and more rooted in the convictiion

ithe believer willadjust himself and his experience to the fomms

i
4 of Christian thought and doctrine;and as we view the Spirit as

the immediate agent in purification,sanctification and upbuild-

|
. E
ing of the soul,we naturally come to regard our strength and ;
{joy,our peace and rest in Bod as wrought in us by the Spirit, |

las the markd of his presence,as the witness he perpetually bears

lin us as to our being children of God".(Ibid) |

T
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| 'Ihe iurther problem now before us in makln thls partlcu-

lar study is,Can we Jiscover the cause of this phenomenon, the

.’ onditions under which it acts and the laws of its action?

linvolves the constitutive,constructive action of the recipient.

This study carries us at once into the realm of the infin-

l}.te. The very phenomenon under consideration has as its funda-
nen tal postulate that the productive cause id the Infinite

:plrl’o. Our starding point was,’Iho Spirit witnesseth with our
;spirit that we are the children of God'. i

The field of investigation is that most interesting and

'ather,and I will love him and will manifest myself unto him®"?

|

!

even as the promise is,"He that loveth me shall be loved of my 1
|

¢ |

This divine promise sets forth that essentssl truth of a '

F\'ot alone is it true that "no object is capable of being known

{thought,built it into and made it a part of his own experience.

save as it reveals or self-manifests itself to the copnizing
subject®,but it is also true that such self-manifestation is in

vain until the cognizing subject has,by his own constitutive

,;rignt philosophy which says that the possession of knowledge




|
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Ror as Dr. Bowne says "o revelation can take place only by |srw
tstimulating the mind to think the thought revealed.Nothing
.could be revealed to a stone,even if the matter were chiseled

'into it. No high truth could be revealed to an idiot,however

!

fluent he mizht become in the repetition of verbal forms. In

J
%
!.
|
l

K|
lorder to the reception of any knowledge whatever the appropriatf

activity of the subject is as necessary as the existence of the

object . (Theory of Thought,page 53). j
We have then as a condition of the action of the Cause,a f
|

tvolundsry attitude of the personality of the finite toward the

“*
i
i
in ' e . » . . > . -

ilnilnlte. As a®ma concise and conclusive stating of the positio

ia:iduced we turn to Dr. Warren's discussion of "The Phllosophy5/|
the Self Revelation of God as affected by pious forms of self
isurrender on the part of man. The outcome of the chapctr is
the conclusion that "The receptiveness of a man at any moment

'is the guage of the present possibilities of God's self revela-|

Ttion to that man,tho not the guage of future possibilities®,

Thus we have the conditicns wnder which the Infinite Causel

[
i

| . " . .
'comes into relation with and acts upon man.
!

As we next seek te comprehend the laws by which this inte

W
B

laction takes pla¥e we are confronted byX deeper problem than

|
#any we have as yet sought to construe. Direct solution and dog-

Lmatic statement are impossible, Critical thought compsls the

|
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ellef “that the most we can do is to state some}ngr of how

jmust think about the Spirit's mode of operation. Singularly l
appropriate are ihe Master's words,"The wind bloweth where it l|
listethand thou hearest the sound thereof butm canst not tell !
(whence it cometh or whither it goeth.So is every one that is
born of the spirit."

Does the Spirit act mediately, or immediately upon the Tt -

-am Spirit is the question that here arises.

The present almosth universally recognized necessity of the

:
|
i
i
|
l
i
j
!
|
|
l

gretention of the human element and regard for the human powers
d faculties of ths soul in inspiration and all kindred spirit
ual activities furnishes the angle of perspective from whisgh l
|to view the divine Spirit's mode of action. Thus we are help
| i
it not a positive law of the Holy Spirit's working that it movel

|

~ed as to how we shall think about it. Says Austin Phelps,'Is

in and thro the natural laws of the soul itself? It createsHo
'Few elements of the mind. Dt introduces no new principles of

ental action. It is simply one work of Goflwithin another. It

ls a spirit energizing a spirit®. !

In writing vpon this point in connection with'The Assur- |
ance of Salvation Dr. Henry Sheldon says,'It has become well !
migh a commonplace in theological thinking that in inspiration |

‘the Holy Ghost acts dybamically,carrying up the human powers

e o i i e sois oeews e ol P P — J——
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Ito @ higher plane of action,instead of discarding or repressing]
}them. But,if this is the method of producing conviction or in-

|
;sight respecting the truths of the divine kingdom,analogy fav- l

ors the conclusion that it is also the method of prpducing con-

viction to the personal standing of a believer before God.-----

While then we do not deny that in accommodation to some special

{demands of the religious experience the Holy Spirit may oper-

Al
fwe are persuaded that ¥se assurance as a standing fact in the

{ate immediately for producing convistion of acceptance with Godi
|

jnormal Christian life rests principally dpon the mediate agency

VOf the Spirit. By awakening the spiritual susceptbilities and

tent to & man's religious consciousness gs in itself involves
| l
|

Lenkindling the filial disposition He helps to give such a con-
:assurance of salvatioﬁ.,(Didactic Theology pages 217--218) .
i

denon of the Witness of the Spirit to other personal religious L

iphenomena and the significance of such correlations. More than

4
The closing word must concern the relation of this phenom—]
|
|
i
i

K
l
1
i
1

:

to indicate some of the possibilities cannot be undertaken. Buti

|
in view of the foregoing discussion the suggestions as to the l
possib#le lines of investigation will carry with them the con- i
viction that here too the Scientific Method is applicable. |
As expressive of different phases and stages of the relig-;

ious experience much is said of Justification,Regeneration,and
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=:Sant,lflcatlon. In p01nt of time,in p01nt of 10510a1 relatlon i

true understanding and comprehension of these other personal

J
o
[t
k

—y
T AW

ought to be ascertainable in some measure how the Witness of
the Spirit stands relatd4d to these phenomena just mentioned.
Further still in the same connection there is room for

. » - » » - ar 3
the inquiry whether this witness is in any way necessefy for a

gxperiences.

| opportunity for further and more detailed investigation in thls§

| realm,

Nor can aﬁfhpart&iffnvestigator doubt that the possession |}

iof this witness by the believer btears a vital relation to his

»joy anl happiness in religion,to his filial confidence in God,

to his growth anf progress in holiness,in fact to the entirety |

{This leads to anl touches upon the chapdér suggested by Dr.

|
of his psrsonal religious experience. ]
i

iWarren in his elabcratlon of The Christaan Consciousness ept1t~i

-lei "The Necessnﬁv Skepticism or Liability 1o Skepticism of all!

|
Souls not possessed of the selt—°v1den01n& light of conscious-
ness touching personal fellowship with God*®.

i
i
For oursekves we are led to believe that the Scientific |;
i
Method is wholly applicable to the study of the Two-fold Wltnes;

i

i

of the Spirit,and trust that coming years shall afford the cpp §

H,Bdwin Milnes. April 3rd.,1899. l




