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CHAPTER I 

THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY 

The Problem, The main purpose ot this study is to pre­

pare a manual ot the various community resources in Waltham, 

Massachusetts, that are available and have educational value 

tor the business teachers of the Senior High School. It is 

the aim o£ this study to provide the business teachers in 

Waltham Senior High School with a classified and annotated 

manual of local resources that may be used tor enrichment 

purposes in the school program. While the main purpose is 

instructional, this study also provides tor good community 

relations. 

As a result of investigation, the writer finds much more 

has been written about the use of community resources on the 

elementary level than on the secondary level. However, the 

literature shows an arising interest in the use ot community 

resources by secondary schools. 

The writer has made a wide search tor related manuals, 

but he has been unable to find any examples of manuals pro­

viding resources that are available tor teachers. However, 

a listing or community resources was found at Santa Barbara, 

Ca litornia • 

From talks with teachers ot Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 

and Connecticut, the author finds that teachers do not have 

available manuals of community 'resources that can be used in 

1 
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their courses. Also, tbe writer finds that teachers need 

help in locating resources. It is the purpose of this study 

to provide a manual that will describe the available community 

resources, show where located, and indicate whom to contact. 

Source of Problem. In May of 1949, the writer organized 

and supervised the first "career Day11 at Waltham Senior High 

School under the sponsorship of the Commercial Club. Twelve 

leading business men and women from Waltham representing 

different occupational fields devoted two and one-half hours 

each to speak to three different classes concerning their 

particular fields of occupation. The affair was a tremendous 

success. The speakers enjoyed the part they played 1n en­

riching the lives of the youngsters, and the youngsters 

gained real vital experiences. Since then, the writer has 

thought many times about the numerous possibilities of using 

more of the community resources that are available for 

actual classroom teaching. But then, many problems tended 

to arise. What resources are actually available? When and 

where may these resources be utilized? What courses are best 

served by these resources? Questions like these need 

answering. The writer reels that this study will provide the 

answers to these questions so that the business department 

may use community resources more and more in educational 

planning and thus bring real vitality to the curriculum. 







if the administrator stimulates his staff into developing its 

own manual and using it, he is meeting another aspect of his 

school and community relations program; that is, the responsi­

bility of the school to the community to provide the best 

possible education with the funds and facilities available. 

The use of community resources is another big step in the 

11 right direction in developing a comprehensive program of 

community relations. Using local resources will acquaint the 

school with the community and the community with the program 

of the school. 

The need for studies of this type is made clear also by . 

such writers 1n the field of school and community as Paul R. 

Hanna, Edward G. 0 lsen, and Harold Rugg. 

Definition of Terms for Data. Community resources 1n this 

study take into consideration the following services: audio­

visual aids, documentary materials, field trips, and resource 

viiJitors. The following definitions are those of Edward G. 
1/ 

Olsen:-

Audio-Visual Aids are mechanical teaching devices which 
appeal directly to the physical senses, particularly those of 
hearing and sight. The audio aids affect behavior through 
sound impressions. Records, transcriptions, and the radio are 
the most important in this group. The visual aids are those 
which have been developed to utilize the eye as a primary 
channel of sensory experience. The map, chart, graph, object, 
specimen, model, picture, stereograph, glass slide, slide film, 
and motion picture are all included in this category. Some­
times the two types are combined, as 1n the case of the 
dramatic skit, the sound slidefilm, the sound motion picture, 
or television. 

· l/ Edward G. olsen, School .!.!19- Communit_y 1 New York: Prentice­
Hall, 1945, PP• 76, lOl, 128, 148 





Waltham is located about ten miles west of Boston and is a 

mixed community; that is, it is highly industrialized, has 

an important shopping area, and consists of about 45,000 

residential people. Some of the major industries are the 

Waltham Watch Company, the Raytheon, the Potter Press, the 

J. L. Thompson Company, and the B. C. Ames Company. The 

drawing capacity of the shopping area is over 100,000 people 

from over twenty-six surrounding communities. 

Recapitulation. The probable value of this investigation 

lies in its presentation of heretofore unknown factual data, 

in the form of a manual, concerning available community re­

sources in Waltham for use as enrichment materials in the 

business curriculum of the Senior High School. 











real life situations. 

Field trips also implement the activity program. As a 

result, the youngsters have the desire to engage in a number 

of activities; such as, writing letters, making oral and 

written reports, creating poetry, constructing school museums, 

acquariums, gardens, and the like. 
1/ 

Use or Resource Visitors. Inga Erickson Brown- reports 

that even one-room rural schools have in their environment a 

wealth of materials for teaching social studies. one eon­

crete illustration described was the use of visitors in the 

study of community history. During class discussion of 

local history, there were a number of questions that needed 

answering. Why did our people leave Europe? Why did so 

many folks choose this community? It was suggested that old 

settlers be invited to the school to tell about the early 

days. An "Early Settler Day" was declared and pioneering 

days were made real to the youngsters by talks from grand­

parents and the "old folks." The youngsters found out why the 

people had come to this community from the people themselves. 

No text or reference materials could give a better de-

scription of the hardships of the early pioneers than those 

that were related that day. Vocabulary used in the reading 

of the unit took on added meaning when the visitors used 

them. From this activity, an intensive study of the process 

or obtaining citizenship, and the problem of assimilation 

L/ Inga E. Brown, 11 Use of Community Resources 1n Rural 
- Schools," Social Education 5: 520-24 (Nov. 1941) 
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Leading educatot's believe that the community is a chief' 

source of materials for the teacher. Methods have been de-

veloped whetteby school procedures might be centered in the 

life of the community in which the school is located. In 

some cases, the main work of the class may be directed to the 

resource materials available 1n the community. 
1/ 

Aldrich- states that when the teacher and the class 

have chosen a community problem on which to work, the pttoper 

sources of documentary materials may be selected. 

A study of population problems, for example, would 
draw upon publications of such organizations as 
Brookings Institution, Commission on Intett-racial 
Cooperation, Social Science Research Council, 
Industrial Conf'erence Board, Milbank Memorial Fund, 
National Association of Manufactures, National Recreation 
Association, Depatttment of Agriculture, and the 
Department of Labor. 

The publications of the Census that relate to the 
state and community should be used as the basis for 
community studies. Reference should also be made to 
the United States Government Manual, and the bibli­
ography of the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Publications Showing Wo!.!f .Q.! the Government. 

Today, the classroom teacher has excellent community 

source materials and guides to help him in his classwork. 
2/ 

Use of Audio-Visual Aids. Hoban- describes many uses 

of audio-visual aids 1n the elementary school program. 

The function of the film in elementary schools is 
to contribute to activity in the curric:ulum. School 
films must f'it into the curriculum; they must help 

f./ Julian G. Aldrich "The Community As a Laboratory For 
- Social Studies,d Journal£! Education Sociology 14: 33-39 

2/ Charles F. Hoban, Jr., Focus on Learning, American Council 
- on Education, Washington, n:-c., f942, p. 20 



teach what the school is intended to teach. They should 
be made exclusively for school use, geared to the inter­
ests and abilities of children of different grades, and 
closely correlated with the basic objectives of the school. 

The teacher should make the purpose of a film 
showing abundantly clear, prepare students for various 
observations, link the film with the other experiences 
of the class and through a well-planned series of 
questions guide and direct class discussion and other 
activities of the unit. 

Preparation for and discussion of "Friend Indeed, 11 

presented as a demonstration lesson in the use of films 
1n attitude development at the 1939 annual meeting of 
the National Education Association in San Francisco, 
illustrate this type of planning. The film was used to 
develop a sympathetic attitude toward handicapped 
people, a desire to overcome handicaps, habits of 
courtesy, and an appreciation of the faithfulness and 
usefulness of animals to the handicapped. 

The demonstration was made by Lillian A. Lamoreaux, 
who made very definite preparation for use of ''Friend 
Indeed. 11 She first set up the purpose and then planned 
a lesson to fulfill that purpose. Thought questions 
were ·prepared to relate the film to the lives of the 
youngsters 1n the class. The demonstration came to the 
point where the youngsters developed their own assignment. 
flWhat should you te 11 a friend if he were handicapped?" 
other problems were raised, and the group discussed t he I 
materials that might be used to solve the problems. As 
the discussion closed, the children were left with new 
interests aroused, a sympathetic and understanding attitude 
toward people less fortunate than they, and a feeling for 
helping the handicapped. The picture stimulated questions 
and thoughts of the children relating to situations found 
1n their everyday life. The use of the film in the class­
room provided the opportunity for the development of ac­
tivities, critical thinking, and creative expression 
that helped accomplish the unit objectives. 

Use of Community Resources on Secondary Level 

Use of Field Trips. The writer finds, 1n his investi­

gation of the literature, that more is written about the use 

of field trips on the secondary level than any other 
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wo-rk. Camp songs and songs or adventU're come into the 
school music pttogram. Student p-ride in Wildettness 
Lake Camp and apptteciation of its possibilities have 
g-rown with inctteased participation. 

_I :19 
II 

As the school sees it, the elements of impotttance in 
this camp p-roject, as ttelated to cuttriculum development, 
are its experience in requiring learning through doing, 
reality, the fusion of departments in a study approach 
more natural than subject matter, opportunity tor 
guidance through the natural situation, social inte­
gration of individuals through the solution or conunon 
p-roblems, and the possibility for the individuals 
growth and experience. 

1/ 
Spears- also points out examples such as the Evansville 

Housing Course as a school program growing out of local 

community needs. Through housing, the Lincoln High School 

has been utilizing the community as a vital feature of the 

school program. 

The school is negotiating with the Federal Housing 
Authority in ttespect to the school use of a Lincoln 
Garden Wlit. Such an apartment would affottd the girls 
of the school pttactical experience in caring fot' home­
planning and se:rving meals, housekeeping, budgeting, 
purchasing supplies, entertaining, and decorating. 
Students would share planning for the original equipment 
of the apartment. At present the school does not have 
the facilities of a model apatttment in its own building. 
The use of a unit in Lincoln Gardens, situated as it is 
just ac-ross the street, would meet this need and would 
further strengthen the bonds between the school and the 
community. 

The values of using a model apartment in a homemaking 

course are apparent. Fittst of all, instttuction becomes more 

natuttal in a home-like apartment than 1n an ol'dinatty class­

room. Secondly, the apartment can be utilized for demon­

stration of the uses to which a home may be put. Also, the 

J) Ibid., Chapter X 
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apartment provides the students with the opportunity for 

practice and experience in homemaking and performing house­

hold services. 

one of the most interesting descriptions of the use of 

field trips found in the literature was the experiment con-
l/ 

ducted in the New York City schools.- Forty-one high schools 

participated in twenty-nine trips around Manhattan Island in 

a ferry boat. The trips were made to acquaint the students 
. 

with their city. The trips were part of the civics instruc-

tion in the high school. A guide pointed out the sights of 

interest as the ferry boat glided around the Island. An 

evaluation after the trip showed that the students making the 

trip were close to one hundred per cent better informed than 

those who did not go • 

Use of Resource Visitors. Most of the available liter­

ature investigated by the author concerning the use of 

community resources on the secondary level suggests greater 

use of visitors for enrichment of the secondary school pro­

gram. It seems that field trips, resource materials, and 

audio-visual aids are used to greater advantage than the 

1 visitor from the cormnunity. However, visitors can contribute 

a great deal to the instructional program. Visitors can 

Jl 

provide motivation, vitality, interest, reality, and per­

sona 1 skill. 

]:/ Board of Education, City of New York, ttcivics Afloat," 
Board of Education, New York, 1938, pp. l-37 
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column headings and rulings but without the actual entries. 

After the presentation of the report, the class dis­

cussed the record keeping system with the following points 

1n mind: 

1. The adequacy of the system in providing the inform­
ation needed by the business or office. 

2. Special points or procedures of interest which had 
not previously been discussed in class. 

3. New account titles not previously encoWltered. 
4. Recommendations, if any, by which the system might 

be improved. 

What definite values result from the use of such inter-
1/ 

views? According to Malsbary,- some ares 

1. Increased student interest as they learn that there 
is a definite relation between what is taught 1n the 
classroom and what goes on in business. 

2. Establishment of contacts with business and industry 
which aid the student when seeking employment and 
the teacher 1n placing the students. 

3. Improved public relations for the school and the 
business department. 

4. Opportunity for students to acquire occupational 
information with regard to types of work provided by 
the places of business visited. 

5. Increased prestige and respect of businessmen for 
the teacher when it is discovered that he is attempt­
ing to break down the wall between business education 
and business practice. 

6. Broader view provided for students when they are 
encouraged and provided opportunity to glimpse behind 
the scenes and see the problems and difficulties of 
business life as a producer rather than as a consumer. 

7. Teacher awareness of present up-to-date practices in 
the business community, which is of great aid in 
training youth for business. 

It is the belief of the writer that there should be 

provision for orientation of the student to the business 

world. This can be accomplished in part by the greater use 

of community resources. 

1/ Ibid., p. !58 
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