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Erica Sabiti left a profound impact on the tenth Lambeth Conference of the
Anglican Communion that took place in Westminster in July 1968. The first
worldwide gathering of the Anglican Communion after nearly all African nations had
achieved independence, the Conference demonstrated a considerable shift in the
African churches from Western to African leadership. Representing eleven bishops
from the Anglican Province of Uganda, Rwanda, and Burundi, Sabiti called for renewal
of the church in faith: “Renewal means going back to where things are at their best—
or at least it does in my country. In all of our technological progress, the sinful mind is
still the same... [W]e know there can be no renewal unless we are driven to the
cross.”>*

Thanks to the faithful service of African clergy like Sabiti, the Balokole Revival
was able to remain within the institutional church in East Africa, overcoming fierce
controversies and opposition of the church authorities. **
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George Pilkington was a Church Missionary Society (CMS) lay missionary in Uganda.
A graduate of the University of Cambridge and strongly influenced by the Keswick
movement, he arrived in Buganda (now Uganda) with Bishop Alfred Tucker’s party in
1891. There he found a militarized society, rent by religious factionalism and the
conflicts of the colonial scramble. Pilkington’s remarkable linguistic ability enabled him
quickly to get alongside the Baganda soldiers and to realize their spiritual hunger and
desire for literacy. In 1893, troubled by the confusion of Christianity and politics, he
went on retreat to Kome Island, where he had an experience of the Holy Spirit. This
sparked off a religious revival that profoundly affected the life of the Ugandan church,
an inspiration to the Balokole revival of the 1930s, which looked back to Pilkington as
arole model. Pilkington’s other great contribution was his translation of the Bible into
Luganda. Ironically, despite his desire for a purely spiritual understanding of
Christianity, he was a firm believer in the benefits of British colonialism. In 1897 he
accompanied his beloved Baganda soldiers as they went to quell the mutiny of Sudanese

troops in eastern Uganda. Pilkington’s death in battle was universally mourned.

Kevin Ward

** James B. Simpson and Edward M. Story, The Long Shadows of Lambeth X: A Critical Eye-Witness
Account of the Tenth Decennial Conference of 462 Bishops of the Anglican Communion (New York:
McGraw-Hill, 1969), 109.

* Pages 14-19 are excerpted from Moon’s PhD thesis, “African initiative and inspiration in the
East African Revival, 1930-1950”: 284-294.
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Ugandan evangelist and leader in the East African Revival.

One of the many sons of a prosperous Ganda subchief, Nsibambi was educated
in Anglican schools. During World War I he served in an army medical corps in
German East Africa and afterwards became a government health officer. During the
1920s, after a religious conversion, he searched for personal holiness; this was satisfied
through a meeting in 1929 with a young missionary doctor from Rwanda, J. E. Church.
Giving up his work he became an independent evangelist. Through his personal
contacts he built up the group that became the foundation of the Balokole (Saved Ones)
in Buganda. He traveled with Church and others to preach at conventions; his younger
half-brother, Blasio Kigozi, was a worker with the Church Missionary Society Ruanda
Mission. His wife Eva, was sister-in-law to William Nagenda, the revival’s leading
evangelist.

After 1943 Nsibambi, although confined almost entirely to his home with heart
trouble, continued his influence through personal work. His last years were clouded
by Nagenda’s serious illness and premature death, and by the formation by some of
the Revival Brethren around Kampala of another group known as Kuzuzuka
(Reawakening).

Jocelyn Murray
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