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The Doctrine of the Actual Occasion in Whitehead

Chapter I

Introduction

1, Statement of the Problem

The problem of this dissertation is twofold. Our first task is

to define and evaluate the actual occasion in the philosophy of Alfred

North mtehead. Our second task is to relate the doctrine of the actual

occasion to those concepts of other thinkers wiiich may contribute to its

clarification and to an understanding of its adequacy,

2, Statement of Methods of Procedure

Several methods of procedure will be employed in the investigation

of the problem stated for this dissertation. The historical method will

be used in the attempt to locate the system of Whitehead in the develop-

ment of philosophic thought. The method of analysis will be used in the

attempt to render a clear exposition of the doctrine of the actual occasion

in the general scope of ’Whitehead's philosophy. The synthetic and analyti-

cal methods will characterize our procedure as we shall bring into perspec-

tive similar concepts of other thinkers in the history of philosophy. In

an effort to appraise the concept of the actual occasion we shall apply

the tests of consistency and coherence.

As a means of achieving the ends set forth in the statement of the

problem the following sequence of chapters will be used after the present

chapter; general view of the philosophy of organism (Whitehead's oivn desig-
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2

nation of his philosophy), the actual occasion in Whitehead’s psychology,

the actual occasion in Whitehead’s philosophy of natui*e, the actual occa-

sion in 'Whitehead’s theory of value, a critique of the doctrine of the

actual occasion, summary and conclusions. In the remainder of this chap-

ter we shall take account of the sources of data and treatments of the

actual occasion by Whitehead and his critics,

3, Sources of Data

The primary sources of data are those works of Whitehead in wliich

the concept of the actual occasion is treated. Prominent among Whitehead's

writings which contain discussions of the actioal occasion are the follow-

ing in chronological order; Science and the Modem World . Symbolism: Its

aeaning and Effect , Process and Reality . Adventures of Ideas , and Modes of

Thought,1 The writings of Vhitehead relevant to our problem also include

several articles most of which are to be found in the Proceedings of the

Aristotelian Society (incliading Supplements) from 1915 to 1923. Articles

of a later period bearing on our problem include "Physics and Metaphysics

with special reference to the problem of time"'^ and "Ob.^ects and Subjects. "3

Other articles and books referred to in our general treatment may be found

listed in the Bibliography,

Secondary sources of data include books and articles by other

writers dealing more or less explicitly with V.hitenead's theory of the

u
^ general accoimt of all sources of data see the Biblio-graphy, Writings of Whitehead will be designated by initials or abbre-

viations. All other references will include the nax.ies of the authors
and initials or abbreviations of their works,

2, Brightman (ed. ) ,P6IC, 59-64,
3, Phil, Rev . .41 (1932) ,130-146.
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actual occasion. Among the books dealing with Whitehead's philosophy which

are helpful in the understanding and evaluation of his theory of the actual

occasion are Whitehead's Philosophy of Organism by Dorotiiy M, Emmet, The

P^osophy of Whitehead by Rasvihary Das. The Philosophy of A.N-\Yhitehftarl

by David L. miler and George V. Gentry, and The Philosophy of Alfred North

Whitehead edited by Paul Arthur Schilpp,

Those who have written articles on Whitehead having interest for

this investigation are the following: C, Lloyd Morgan, George V, Gentry,

R. F, Creegan, Evander Bradley McGilvary, Arthur E, M\irphy, Percy Hughes,

Roy Wood Sellars, William Ernest Hocking, John Dewey, Albert Balz, D. Bid-

ney, Everett Hall, A. H, Johnson, John W, Blyth, Edward J, V, K* Menge,

Victor Lowe, Merrit Haddon Moore, Daniel S. Robinson, L. Susan Stebbing,

William Marshall Urban, A. P, Ushenko,Gregory Vlastoa
, Donald Williams,

Edmund Wilson, Charles Hartshorne, David L, railer, John Goheen
, David

Easton, and Joseph Needham,^ Other secondary sources include works by

writers on concepts similar to Whitehead's actual occasion, Lnportant

among works by writers with similar concepts is The MonadoIogY (La Monad-

ologie) by Leibniz,

As a part of the introdiactory material we shall review briefly the

literature on the problem of the actual occasion. This review will be com-

posed of two sections; namely, Whitehead's treatments of the actual occa-

sion, and treatments of the actual occasion by other writers.

V
writers mentioned are to be foxmd under

others. The Bibliography contains full references to thearticle or articles by each of the writers enumerated.
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4, Hfhitehead • s treatments of the Actual Occasion

The doctrine of the actual occasion in Whitehead is mainly a pro-

duct of his later philosophical reflections. It is common among some stu-

dents of Whitehead *s philosophy of organism to distinguish three periods

of his productive activity,^ In the first period liWiitehead devoted him-

self primarily to mathematical and logical investigations. One philo-

sophic tendency of this period relevant to the object of this enquiry

was expressed in a paper submitted by Whitehead to the Royal Society in

1905 under the title "On Mathematical Concepts of the Material World,"®

This paper dealt with the possible relations of ultimate entities to

space. On the basis of the theory of relativity Whitehead sought to unify

the concepts of space and matter into one theory of the material world.

The place of the actual occasion in Whitehead »s theory of the material

world will be the chief interest of the fourth chapter which deals with

the actual occasion in Whitehead’s philosophy of natiore.

During the second period Whitehead constructed the general out-

line of his philosophy of physical science. It was in this period that

he gave systematic expression to ideas which are closely related to the

notion of the actual occasion. In ”La Theorie Relationaliste de I’Espace"

V?hitehead clecirly arrived at a relational view of space in virtue of

which he considered space to be only the expression of certain properties

of physical things,*^ The problem of the entities of nature enters in-

creasingly into Whitehead's notion of experience, Whitehead sought to

5, Lowe, "The Development of Whitehead's Philosophy",in Schilpp
(ed,),PW,17, See also Rudolph Metz,HBP,592,

6, Phil , Trans ,Roy . Soc . . Serie s A, 205 (1906) ,465-526,
7, Rev.Met.Mor .25 (1916) ,429,430,
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weave into a pattern of thought various findings in the fields of phy-

sics, biology, neurology and psychology. The immediate result for

Whitehead of bringing his philosophy of natiore to bear upon the analy-

sis of experience was a relatively new orientation in philosophical

thought and terminology, 8 Here emerge the notions of 'events', *con-

gredience', 'extensive connection', and 'eternal objects.' Events are

considered as units of change in space and time.^ Congredience and

extensive connection are tei*ms employed to designate the characteristics

of events in their relations to other events. Eternal objects are de-

scribed as the recurring characters of events. The concepts here

referred to constitute an introduction to the third and more

speculative period of Whitehead's philosophy.

In the third period there is a tendency on the part of V/hitehead

to move away from scientific empiricism. Whitehead seeks during this

period to counteract the distrust in speculative philosophy which charac-

terized his inheritance of empiricism. Certain works of this period,

particularly SMW, SME, PR, AI, and MT, show a determined effort on the

part of Whitehead to come to grips with the persistent problems of philos-

ophy in the Ught of recent advances in science. The bare outline of the

organic philosophy of the earlier periods was filled in by the metaphysi-

cal content of these later works. This was preeminently true in Process

and_Reaiity. The frequency of references to the actual occasion in the

writings of k’.hitehead's philosophic maturity indicate its membership in

8, Early examples of this new philosophic orientation are VOiite-
head's PNK, CON, and POR.

9. CON, 52,76.

10.

"Symposium; Time, Space, and Material: Are they,and if so inwhat sense, the ultimate data of science?" Proc.Arist.Soc.Supp -2 (1919), 51,
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6

the structure of his thought. The core of the idea of the actual occasion

wiU be the main object of our investigation. In most criticisms of White-

head some mention' is made of his doctrine of the actual occasion. The

detailed exposition and appraisal of these criticisms will be worked in-

to the subsequent chapters of this treatment. However, in the immediate-

ly succeeding section notice will be taken of those investigators whose

writings deal rather explicitly with Whitehead »s doctrine of the actual

occasion,

5. Treatments by other Writers of Whitehead's Doctrine of the

Actual Occasion

Creegan has written an article on "The Actual Occasion and

Actual History." In this article we have a suggestion by Creegan of the

sources of the actual occasion and its significance as a unit of histori-

cal analysis.il Morgan has made a carefta examination of Whitehead's pro-

test against the bifurcation of nature in his review of The Concent of

In the chapter on Whitehead's philosophy of nature we shall deal

explicitly witri the bearing of Whitehead's protest against bifurcation

upon his notion of the actual occasion. Menge and Balz have also made

studies of Whitehead's attempt to avoid bifurcation of nature. In their

articles Menge and Balz, like ilorgan, have done much to give clarity to

the problem.lS

11. Jour.Phil.. 59 (1942) ,268-273.
12, Morgan, "Kie Bifurcation of Nature," Monist.4Q (1930) ,161-181

p + 1, i-t
J.V.K.Menge, "Professor Whitehead's Philosophy " The^hoilc tend .134 (1932),420-428. Albert G;A.Balz,"WhiteheSsoa^sand the Bifurcation of Nature," Jour. Phil . ^31 (1934) ,281-297.

*



- «

aolsji^op^ lo 6/J(> lo eiw «ifr , tji^'cdS Bid lo aii^

-9htJLil\i^ lo Xw^i’io 'iJaoa nl niM od^ od Xil«

il^
“• K-' .

^T -' ©fir Ijsu^m lo ani’j^toofa alii lo «i«WB »i'nolin»« ©ooa baod
^ ' B ''f>

~«1 bflOt’iow «d illw tcaiomio t«J» nol^leorpc® faaXlisfeii

-o^ttl^wncii srldt ai ftilil lo tt*M»Ji|Ado 4fw»Jpo^d*i« adt aJ
y.'-

'* ir
JT’

*

ouodir 8'iol4i9li^^9Tal o«oiil lo oeJixvl ed ISlw eoldctfi acWo^s j,r.ii)o»ooa» i(,X

r

jU^loa oiU lo aalTJooii

FV
.ca>l9»3oo

9dl lo •<iJt%tooC[ a*b«6<i»tfiifS lo o*Mhli*xSf ‘mmIIo ^
aoiAoooO I.iiu^aA

t _
..^d'l!

fca* noiaaooO^ JaodoA «dr* oo oXoIIta n» sjui

t wil lo h^sobtO x<i a ev«i «• oioXlia aUftT fll ’’.rwdelH iBif^ok

-iiCiuJbd lo Wxjtf o oa eofloclllJr,iie a^X law noXa-nooo'^liJo^o* adi lo a^somoo'

£ -Dili lo aoiX*nlw«o Xalaifl© a«i ooBidi Xi .eia^cXaiia Imo

<r-

arfg lo waives aM^al lo aiii &znla^ Swd
.

f’

jA»h XiMti^ am BTvtaa lo ofU al
—

ooxloo-arUsd ^ettibia a*.-4;<idc^XilK lo Xi+lo-i-t«x» . 'j '

J
-5 jiTiin , ’--'-J

oOdii avad aXeS twia ^8^ *fioJtc»'.noo hw^oa add lo noX^oc aid aoc|if ;

© l^p^'
”

ifl*'
u

^

ninrU ol .<ra#;ri*o lo iioiiiwntflid i»ict4 r>i e’lMsoaeiiril lo aeifiOiTa 5
*''

1

o:t lii-ueio avi^ o^ dJW« ©oob .wtaii s:tii ojJfwH aaloi^'ta

‘''T*' ' ^

A 1*7 ,Jn»4
'.

'‘% ’/ f'. w* /; <;'V
.^"4- :.-•

* * F ..

«x., icoiiio^i^ mU

.< -

...

*
^JWESP

,.’ . » *> J--
- > ^

^ lo xau-^'iwlife WJ*



In McGilvary’s writing on Whitehead we have an analysis of cer-

tain aspects of the latter's concept of nature not dealt with by Morgan,

Menge and Balz. Under the title of "Space-Time, Simple Location, and

Prehension" McGilvary has given us a substantial and critical account

which shows the relations of these notions to the actual occasion which

is the cliief object of the present investigation.^^ Writing on a more

restricted subject, "The Problem of Substance in Spinoza and Whitehead",

Sidney has pointed out a possible similarity between the two thinkers

(whitehead and Spinoza) which has the value of encouraging further in—

vestigation.l^ In the field of VThitehead's psychology, as well as his

theory of nature. Gentry and Ushanko have offered valuable criticisms of

Whitehead's doctrine of prehension. In two articles, "Prehension as Ex-

planatory Principle",16 and "The Subject in Whitehead's Philosophy, "17

one may find comments by Gentry that serve as a critical introduction to

the understanding of actual occasions. Ushenxo's article, "Negative Pre-

hension" is important in caLling attention to a possible complication, if

not an actual weakness, in the metaphysics of Whitehead. 18

The investigation of what ^^tehead means by an event will consti-

tute one phase of our analysis of actual occasions. In that part of our

investigation dealing with the event and the actual occasion we have the

advantage of researches by Murphy and Robinson on the subject. 1^ Sellars

14. Schilpp (ed.),PW,2ir-239.
15. Phil.Rev .. 45 (1936) ,674-592.
16. Jour.Phil .. 55 (1938) ,517-522.
17. HuJ..Sc ..ll (1944),'222-226.
18. Jour. Phil .. 34 (1937) ,263-267.
19. Murphy, "What is an Event?" Phil.Rev .37

"Dr.Whitehead's Theory of Events."Pyd,^v.,30 (1921) ,41-56.
*
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has written a helpfxil comparison of Whitehead and the philosophy of

physical realism. It is entitled "Philosophy of Organism and Physi-

cal Realism. "20 xhe actual occasion is included in the scope of the

analysis by Sellars, A question unavoidable in the study ’of the ac-

tual occasion has been raised by Hall in his article, "Of what use are

Whitehead’s Eternal Objects? "21 According to Eall there is confvision

by Whitehead on the relation between actual occasions and eternal ob-

jects, Hall’s criticism is based mainly on Process and Reality .

Dewey has dealt with the psychological and the physical aspects

of Whitehead’s philosophy, particularly voider the notion of experience.

The force of Dewey’s discussion is to add plausibility to Whitehead’s

rather inclusive use of the term experience to describe ail actual

things. On the psychological side of Whitehead’s thought Lowe’s com-

parison of William James and Whitehead contains points which help one to

understand both men, especially on the problem of experience amd duration,2b

Hocking has given a critical review of Whitehead’s system. 24 in addition

to a direct criticism of- the actual occasion Hocxing’s treatment provides

the reader with important material on the assumptions of the organic

philosophy.

As commentators on 7/hitehead’s value theory, John Goheen and

Bertram Morris have written respectively on "'^tehead’s Theory of Value"

20. Schil|5f,(©ci,)pff^407^453,
21. Jour.Phil .. 27 (1930) ,29-44.
22. Dewey, "Whitehead’s Philosophy," Phil.Rev .. 46 (1937) ,178-186.
23. Lowe , "William James and Whitehead’s Doctrine of Prehension "

Jour,Phil .. 58 (1941) ,113-126.
*

24. Schilpp (ed.),PW, 383-404.
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and "The Art-Process '^d the Aesthetic Fact in Whitehead’s Philosophy,

These treatises bring before the reader the problem of the relation of

valiie to the actiaal occasion. In chapter five we shall discuss the pro-

blem of the actual occasion and Whitehead’s theory of value. It is at

that point we shall taice account of the details of criticisms by Goheen

and Morris,

The investigations of Whitehead’s philosophy appecir in book form

as well as in articles. Notable among the books dealing with Vdiitehead

which were mentioned earlier is ??hitehead's Philosophy of Organism by

Dorothy M, Emmet, In Emmet ’s book there are several very rewarding chap-

ters for study of the actual occasion. The headings of such chapters are

as follows: "Some primary notions of the Philosophy of Organism," "Are

the Eternal Objects Platonic Ideas?" "The Organization of Feelings" and

"Creativity and Order," Althoiigh Einmet writes in sympathy with V.Tiitehead’

philosophy, her work has the value of indicating how Vdiitehead might purge

himself of some of his obscurities. Das has written a sympathetic, yet a

substantially critical volume on Whitehead’s system of thought under the

title. The Philosophy of Whitehead . The chapter on actual entities is well

written. The treatment of difficulties in Whitehead’s philosophy is pre-

cise and on the whole penetrating. Some of the difficulties found by Das

will be examined in the course of oiir discussion. Another book on White-

head has been written by David L, Miller and George V. Gentry. It is,

"Hie Philosophy of A» N, Whitehead . This volume is especially good in the

exposition of parts of Whitehead’s Philosophy of Nature, and in the show-

ing of conflicts in Whitehead’s thought, A classic study of VThitehead’s

25, Schilpp (ed.) ,PW, 437-459 and 465-486.



rii oid^iif^ek nd^'fmA bna'

f»^ acjisfals*! odi 'lo i&aliloiq atw “Ldtwei oiW ortolad -^ni-ai c.tial&M»-0 9e»iB

J"
'^

-OKx. IJtKiii dw avi'i; 'loiqsilo ol .ac2Q49oo Xai/doi^ adi o& wuIaw
' '^‘

V V-

i-.l ^1 .9i/ij»v lo v^tDcvodJ c • boA. rtoie*koao ittu^tfA lo ctsid
•' B •

^ smioiiiio to alJUffcb oui.^ lo Jxaioooc Iljula air viUo^

W ' •'
'.

.
'^Kg^- .atrvcM t^

•"5^ •-_ - .^- ..' • •^. (.

iaioVIood ill vdiiO^Xldq a < io »ifioJbJii:ilJoova± wfl

-* tffc^Xir ftftiliiaJB iiiood ^u«ii eXdj»^ol! ,8aIa2X'X«. ox es Hoa z

a

: -r; Xrf lagxcoiy:^) iQ v;i >0K0 ijLAt aX tu)jtJxoe ij^noLJa** sie* tioMa

-cjatio ,x*iov X^*x9va8 oTja feTaftt itlood e'lasnS ol .^anvoS .X

e'coii^a/ia dw^ lo evrULb^ed o»iT .uolaoooo Xl^/J'ob aiid lo *xol q*xo^

b'iA” tAcsiaK^iO lo xdqotolMi ©dJ lo snoJLtoa ^-liaalTit ©Koa” :i>ycXlol sb
..TJ

tiui ’^rjniiao’5 lo rtaWfr*:irLa5«TD0 ;;lJ:roJ'«rJ Lctoaf.dO XBxrxa^S odJ-

b'baodallfif! r/WgsiiurrB al oocti-iWi^das^ dSficdft/A. ‘.'lob'sO fafw XitivliacaO" «

«3auq ^di^jjs bapde^^ imd lo stfLsy eri^ aod Jiww ^ ,xd^ocoXiri<i;^

ft Jev ja at^&^kvK ood.fc^C .asiJ-lTuasdo sld lo-a®^.lo IXoaflOd

nBiai/ ^^orii lo ft ' Jbac^d^lrrif oo e*^ ^.I.'jiXdxa^ocIi/s

^©XtJrt fw
"• r-

iia^ ©i aoi:ti.>tii© Id/Xoft rto adT

> .-

—cxv aX '^’iOftoXid'"! ft *'jQMOjfi©^ -id^ aJL ^oX^XaoxlUb •© ©rfi .•;
* *

.J.
- -

,, ;
.'f

-'^•‘r

i 'i.
' **

ftffl ^ bttjol ftftXilMdXlltXb p{i^ lo ,7>iul»Ti4onoq oiorfcr odi oo Iwii ©alo

no xcod •jf'riiOfiA .aolftauofijb •bid lo oewoo 9di liX-. S^salsizXB ed xI±<F,.

^oX dl .V e;-,*io©£) J«tij iBiiiAS bivftQ -v^ need eort boori

t' f,

©ri,^ cxl booti xX-tftlsales aX attaloa slrtT ,

-Bodb ni toii lo s^l>M®4:>4'idS lo lo xioic^iaoqx® *

'i&

at ft^aiXlaoo lo s^’-t

.0S^3O«a 9ai^TS/^,F»4?f.i)e) rtqiidpii ,33

s^
- I ,of .»

>T'
« •*

A.



philosophy is to be foimd in the volme. The Philosophy of Alfred North

Whitehend

,

edited by pan! Arthur Schilpp, It is singularly valuable as a

co^ipreheiisive and criticul treatment of the basic ideas in Vaiitehead • s

piiiloGophy , T/hitehead’s doctrine of the actual occasion is ponsidered by

most writers in tnis volume, Swiie of the sciiolars v/ho have v/ritten in

tiiis study of vinitehead nave been mentioned already. Others ViTiting v/itiiiii

and outside of this work will be mentioned in the course of the analysis

and the critiqxae.

The results of txxis survey of 3j.terature may oe summed in the

comments that folio*/, Tne fact tnat une actuaa. occasioii is generally' in-

cluded in discussions oi kilhitehead ' s philosopny by iiis commentators v/arraiits

tile judgment txiat thxs doctrine is counted an integral part of his system.

At least one ol ills critics (Creegan) tninKs that tne whole philosopn^'' of

organism as expounded by V/hitehead is grounded upon the concept of the ac-

tual occasion, Hocxiiig is hardly less empixatic in the sxjggestion tiiat tlie

notion of the actual occasion is an hyi^thesxs. Actual occasions there must

be, ix tue world oe a woraa of quoxitatave ciian^e. Li sympatny with tuo

critics mentioned I shall argue ir: succeedii'ig iorts of tnis dissertation

that any consideration of the actual occasion leads one into the heai’t of

tne organic philoso^Kiy of hhitehead, and that any defects appertaining

tnereto count against the adequacy and -wholeness of the organic metapiiysics.

Anotner resid.t oi tne survey of literature is the suggestion tiiat

tile actual occasion with its poles is tne concept by which .^iitehead seeks

to estaeiisn meuapnysical unity in the place of bifurcation or dualism,

whether or not polarity is a solution or the restatement of a metaphysical

problem is tiie source of divided opinion among tiiose who have commented on

tne organic philosopny. Critics liae Morgan are not satisfied with une
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interactioix theory v;hich Vihitehead proposes. Gentry does not think tiiat

the integrating function assigned to the actual occcision in the notion of

prehension is satisfactory as a principle of explanation, '

A further result of the consideration of the literature of critics

is that there is not a thoroughgoing satisfaction with hliitehead's atte%>t

to reconcile such notions as change and percianence, togetnerness and

separateness in his doctrine of the actual occasion, Sellars thinks, e,g,,

that YiThitehead ' s doctrine of tne actual occasion over- accentuates atomism.

There is still another result of the revie’iv of critical opinion, naiaely, the

iuea tnat itiiu.Wneaa uo±us w an oaoentiaxj^ dyntuiiic theoi'y of actuality.

Being is becoming,. Nowhere does Vihitehead argiae more deliberately iii de~

fense of a dynaxidc theory of actuality than in doctriiie of the actual

occasion, Notv/itiistanding Bidney's charge that there is a residual of sub-

stance in hhitehead's philosopiiy, I shall attempt in subsequent portioixs of

this treatment to sliow that hhitehead's metaphysics as expressed in iiis doc-

trine of tne actual occasion marics an advance over substance piiilosophies

,

In view of the diversity of opinion considered in tixis section, and also in

view of the general e.greement among the critics that the doctrine of tne

actual occasion is an integral part of Vvhitehead’s philosophy, there is

placed upon the writer the necessity of offering forthwith some initial

clarification of tixe concept in question, Tnis wiT i. be the problem of

chapter two.

As a preview to the next cliapter we shall mention the order of

materid-i. w oe uiscussea, Tntj sco^>e of the i*itt.tferi«_». 'will be wide enougn to

embrace a general vie;v of the pliilosophy of oi’ganism. It is only upon such

a general background that we may hope to give an adequate appraisal of the
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actual occasion. We siiall begin the study of cha'jter two with a discvission

of the historical positioii of Whitehead’s pixilosopiiy, Ti-is is selected as

a starting point because it is on].y through such an approach that ;ie can

kno.v how and why Whitehead’s system is what it is, Follovong’ the historical

analysis and expanding i^on it we shall deal witn the presi^rpoeitions of

Thiteliead and the v/ay he elects to solve certain persistent problems oi'

philosophy. Once these presuK^ositions and elections are understood, we

shall be prepared to enlarge the analysis by going into the clfiief notioins

wiiich Whitehead professes a determination to refute. It is by means of

seeing clearly what Whitehead fights against txiat v^e snail oe able to see

clearly what he fights for in his philosophizing. Among tnose concepts for

which Whitehead fights there is none more fundamental to the structure and

validity of his metaphysics than the doctrine of the actual occasion. As

a means of grasping iii a preliminary way the meaning of the actual occasion

we siiall bring together in compact form most of vrnitehead ’ s explicit state-

ments of what he means by the actual occasion. These definitions will

serve as a table of reference at different points in the development of the

discussion, Tiiey will be s\;5iplemented by the liter’s ovtii wording defini-

tion of the actual occasion, Tliis wording definition of tiie actual occasion

will mark the extent to which we shall go in the analysis of our problem

in cxiapter two.
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Chapter II

General View of the Philosophy of Organism

1. Historical Position of ^liitehead ’s Philosophy

vVhitehead ’s reference to his system of thot^ght as ’the philosophy

of organism’ are especially frequent in his Process and Heality . He also

refers to his system as ’provisional realism’ and as ’organic realism.’^

It is primarily upon the basis of these self-imposed descriptions that we

shall attempt to locate historically the philosophy of Vhitehead. The se-

quence of material in this section will be according to order in which the

descriptive terms were mentioned.

The philosophy of organism has its roots in the modern developments

of biology, physics, neurology, psychology, and mathematics. The special

scholarly interest of ^i tehead before his years of philosophic ma-

turity were in physios and mathematics, Whitehead’s writings on quan-

tum physios and the theory of relativity indicate the concern of a

competent investigator. Developments in biology, particularly the concepts

of emergent evolution and organism, stimulated -Vhitehead to correlate

biology with advances in physics. The search for analogues in neurology

and quantum physics resluted in a distinctly organic approach to reality

by Whitehead, According to ^itehead "modem physicists see energy trans-

ferred in definite quanta. This quantum theory has analogues in recent

neurology. "2 genuineness of .'/hi tehead ’s claim of analogues is a mat-

ter of controversy vftiich must await farther investigations. The applioa-

1. SM, 101. (provisional realism); PR, 471 (organic Realism)
2, PR, S65.
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tion of psychological concepts ( e,g., fatigue and memory) far beyond the

fields of physics and neurology by Wnitehead is done in an effort to avoid

a dualistic account of nature, tThitehead has been very active in iiis pro-

test against metaphysical dualism, that is, the bifurcation X)f nat^ure,

T/hitehead*s philosophy belongs historically to modern philosophies of

science in wnicn tnere is an effort to reach a nev> syixthesis ii; the con-

cept of nature,

Vthitehead’s outlook in his organic philosophy is more compa’ehei*-

sive than that of lians Driesch who ivrote The Science and Philosopijiy of

the Organism , Txie concern of Driesch is partly tne giving of scientific

exactness to the notion of or^^anism, and partly the construction of a

philosophical system upon this concept, Driesch gives more space in Iiis

analysis to experiments in biology tiian may be found in references In the

vn:itings of Whitehead, Driesch cUid Vdiitehead are in agreement on tiie

notion of wholeness as basic in the concept of organism, Howevei',

Driesch differs from Whitehead in the denial of a ceil tneory of actuality.

According to YiMtehead, "The philosopliy of organism is a cell-theory of

actuality,"^ On the contrary Driesch in a descriptive note on the organism

says; "It [ the organism J is the whole that uses the cells,,,,, or tiiat

may not rise tnem; tuus tiiere is nothin^, like a 'cell theory', even in a

deeper meaning of the word,"^ Another poiiit of difference between tne two

tninkers is revealed in the general tendency of Driesch to discredit the

claim of analogues wiiich we noticed in Vihitehead, Driesch says; "iiachanistic

b, PH,bb4,

4, Driesch,SPO, v,i, 28
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