Boston University

OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Boston University Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1951

A study of the needs of Jewish
teen-agers concerning their Jewishness
and of techniques of meeting them in a
Jewish Community Center

https://hdl.handle.net/2144/5948
"Downloaded from OpenBU. Boston University's institutional repository."



BOSTON UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

A STUDY OF THE NEEDS OF JEWISH TEEN-AGERS
CONCERNING THEIR JEWISHNESS AND OF TECHNIQUES OF
MEETING THEM IN A JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

A Thesis

Submitted By
Stanley Earl Snyder
(A.B., Brown University, 1945)

In Partial Fulfillment of Requirements for
the Degree of Master of Sclience in Scoeial Service

1951

BOSTON UNIVERSITY
ECHCKQL(H=SCKHAL\¥DEK
LIBRARY



CHAPTER

I.

1I.
III,
IV,
v.

TABIE OF CONTENTS

Introduction..coeecesssssessceerssncceasscncnss i
Purpose and Value of Stud¥esecsosssonsossensne 1
Beops Of DUUAYssesvenrnnrsvninnsonavsssssnisn B
Methode of ProcedUr@.c.ccsvessvsesrsssssssassss O
Limitationd..c.ccevveccvcscanasannnssoncsncces 5
The Needs of Adolescents in General....ce.s.s ©
The Needs of Jewlish AdolescentBieeccscecceseell
The Function of the Jewish Center.icescccseecsslB

The Neede Expressed by the Teen-agers and
Ways They Are Met in the Coenters..scsescceessl?

Need to BEIQHE.--.-.---..-o-.................13

Need for Understanding of Causes of Anti-
samtim-.«-|-aa¢--t-.qr--l.-..;-......;.....ﬂa

Need to Understand Relationship of Minority
Group to General Community.cececccsnssscssaselB

Techniques of Meeting These Needs in One
;ﬂ“’iﬂh Gﬂntﬂr----t-r--------*---n.-a.-..-....ga

Sumary snd ConeluslonB..ccssssosnssnsassscs sl

Needs in the Area of Jewisgh Content
ngmmngilliiilllll'l'l'l'"'..llllllil'lllllﬁa

Enowledge of Causes of Anti-Cenitism...cec...33
Reasctions to an Anti-Seuitic Incident........35
Feelings Cencerning Negative Behavior by Jews.36
Comminal Philanthropyesececscscacsscscescnscseed?

Agency Steps to Help the Youngsters With
Thair Jewimnaani-‘--'-..-'.".--.-"‘-.‘.‘.."35

Schedule of Quﬁﬁtiﬂn‘. Appﬂhﬂix MAY s sasnnessdl

Bilbliographyesssscssssasvsassnansssssssnssnsssdd

AW

PAGE



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
PURPOSE AND VALUE OF STUDY

In social group work the group itself is utilized by the
individual with the help of the worker, as & primary means
of personelity growth, change, and develupmant.l Jewish
Center workers are concerned with the healthy growth of the
Jewish person by providing him with positive Jewish exper-
iences in a group situation, These experiences can have
their greatest usefulness 1f the group workers have insights
into the needs of their clientele.”

The purpose of this study is to ascertain some of the emo-
tional, educational, and social needs expressed by Jewish
teen-agers concerning their Jewishness and to find out how
these needs are being met in one Jewlsh Community Center. It
seeks answers to the following questions: What needs do
Jewlsh teen-agers heve in the area of Jewish content pro-
gramming? What knowledge do the youngsters have of the causes
. of anti-Semitism? How would they react to an anti-Semitic
" ineident? Do they feel threatened by negative behavior on
the part of a Jewish perscn in a group of Jews and non-Jews?

' Do they feel responsible to both the Jewish and the total
comminities in the area of communal philanthropy? What steps

have been taken by the agency tc help the youngsters with

1 Herleigh-Trecker, Social Group Work, p. 9

2 1Isidore, Chein and Jacob Hurwitz, The Reactions of
Jewish Boys to Verious Aspects of Being Jewish, p. 1




thelir Jewishneas?
SCOPE OF STUDY

This study will attempt to show some of these needs as
articulated by thirty-five boys and girls aged fourteen to
seventeen. These boys and girls represent half the active
tecn-age membership of one Jewish Community Center, By ac-
tive the writer means a boy or girl who comes to the build-
ing at least once a week,

The study was conducted at the Young Men's and Young
Women's Hebrew Assoclaetion Community Center of Broekton,
Massachusetts in the first three months of 1951, This center
has a full time staff of thr&e,uonsiating of one executive
director, one youth setivities direetor, and one physicsl
education director. There 1s no program directoer or adult
actlvities director and these functions are performed by the
executive director. There is one part-time paid worker lead-
ing two groups; he is not professionally trained in scoial
group worke There are Tive volunteers nonse of whom have pro-
fessional training. There is one sscond year student of the
Boston University School of Soeial Vork doing his field work
at this agency.

There are four clubs whose members are in the age group
studied, fourteen to seventeen, Two are affilisted with a
national organization, Young Judsea, and two are not. One
center e¢lub is for high school seniors, and the other center

elub is for high schocl sophomores. Both are co-ed clubs,



One Young Judsea club is for high school freshmen end sopho-
more boys, and the other is for high school freshmen snd soph-
omore girls, They are both led by volunteers, The center
elub for sophomores is led by the field work student. ZEsch
of these clubs is represented on the center Youth Counecil.
Professional leadership is given to the council by the youth
activities director and the fleld work student., The counecil
sponsors mess activities for the youth membership of the
agency.

The sudb jects were chosen at rendom by the writer and
inelud e members of all four clubs. Some of the subjects
were members of both the center club for sophomores and e
Young Judaea club,

The study will alsc show how some of the teen-agers'
needs are being met by this center, and will mske recommsn-
detions concerning programming to meet unsatisfied needs.
METHODS OF PROCEDURE

The principal instrument used in the study was a ques-
tinnnairn,s It consisted of thirteen questions whieh regquired
the subject toc make a cholce and give a reason for his cholce.
Four of the questions were related to interest in Jewish con-
tent in thelr "every-day" life. The choices required were:
to choose tc celebrate or not to celebrate Jewish holidays
in their clubs, tc desire more or less Jewish symbels and

observences of Jewish holidays in thelir homes, to discuss a
Jewish or non-Jewigh topie in their elub, to discuss a
¢ Infra, Appendix, p. 31, 32




Jewish or non-Jewish topic in public school, These items may
be described as "content" items,

¥our of the gquestions involved a choice of program in-
terests. The cholces required were: selecting their favor-
ite Jewish holiday, of chocsing subjects of interest to them
connected with Jewish life or Jewish contributions to sceiety,
of chooeilng the type of Jewish organizations they would pre-
fer to join end support, and their desire for or against
Jewigh content programming. These questions may be regarded
as revealing the interssts of the teen~agers. The conclusions
derived at after analyzing the answers are essential in plan-
ning future programs to meset the needs of the youngsters.

Three questicns dealt with resctions to enti-Semitism.
The subjects were required to give reascns for what they
thought were the reasl ceuses of antl-Semitism and to glve their
reactions during anti-Semitic outbursts. These questions may
be described as showing the subject’s "feelings™ in regard
to his minority status,

One guestion involved a cholce between Jewish and gen-
eral welfere., The subject was required toc state how he would
divide a given sum between a Jewish welfare organization and
general welfare.

This questicnnaire was followed by an individusl inter-
view., The function of the interview was aimed at securing
some indicatione of thinking and feeling with regard toc a
broader coverage of topics than was feasible through the



questicnnsire.

The euthor investigated the programming of the teen-age
elubs and the agency's mass activities to determine how the
needs of the teen-agers in the area of thelr Jewishness were
being wet. Club leaders, the youth activities director, and
| the executive director were interviewed.

LIVITATIONS
A study of this type has certain limitations.

In the
limited time available, the suthor had no means of discover-
ing the perent-child relationships of the boy or girl being

| interviewed, sc that the effect of this relationship on the

i young person’'s attitude toward his Jewishness could not be

| discerned. If the youngster had an individusl problem of

| adjustment this might have colored his attitude toward his

Jewishness.,

!‘ Also the findings of this study are applicable only to

. the situetion studied.




CHAPIER II
THE NEEDS OF ADCLESCENTS IN GENERAL

Adolescence is usually the last periocd of dependence be-
cause after adulthood is reuched soclety generally expescis
the indi vidual tc take care of himaelf.l It is a period dur=-
ing which the individual is unsure whether he ig a child or
an adult. At certaln times he fecele and needs to be treated
like a child end at other times he feels like and needs to be
treeted like an adult. He hes needs to be both dependent
and independent and these needs may be in confliet. This
imbelence iz illustrated by the way he fluctuates, one min-
ute accepting and cerrying through a responsibility and the
next avolding or faliling to carry the responsibility he has
gssumed. The need for the dovelopment of skill in the use
of the hends and the body is present in adolescents. They
need the anonymity of lerge mess activity to escepe for e
time the conflicts within them. They alsc need the individ-
ualization which the small intimete group provides e&s & help
in faelng realit}r.B

From fourteen to twenty-one the adclescent must dc four
things. He must decide upon & weation and do some work inm
preparation for it; he must schieve an emancipstlion from his

parents and family; he must bring about a satisfsctery rela-

1 0, English end Gerald Pearson, Emotional Problems
of Iiving, p. 279

2 Gertrude Wilson end Gladys Ryland, Sceial Group
Work Practice, p, 108




tionship with the opposite sex and begin to make some solution
| of his love life; he must accomplish an integration of his
| personslity for mature responsibility.
. | It i3 importsnt thet adolescents of both sexes prepare
to 4o some kind of specific work, The choiee of career
| should bhe made with some consideration for the economiec re-
| sources of the family. The student who deprives himseelf of
onnortunities for socimlization and recreation by taking on
a too anbitious educatiocnal program and 2 toc time snd snergy
consunming work program may so draw upon his snotional and
phyeicenl resources as tc make it impossible for him ever %o
enjoy the fruits of his saecrifice, and so leave hinm with a
| feelins of bitterness, In sddition %o meking plans Tor a
I vocation, the adolescent girl preperes herself for marrisge.
The emencipation process is at best a difficult one for |
| both the e¢hild and his parents. In fact, some psychologists
” refer tc it =8 a "war of independence™ in which the parents
! fight to retain authority amnd prestige in the eyes of the
| ochild and the child fights for his liberty. OCiving the ado-
| lescent warious responsibilities within his capsbilities cen
help him to emancipate for it enables him to prove to him-
| self, to his parents, end tc the commnity thet he is sdble
to sssume thsse responsibilities, It also prepares him for

. I mature functloning when he reasches adulthood, |

Adoleseents of both sexes need to beeome accus tomed to

. each other through essociation in work and play in order that




they may know each other and give each other the benefit of
their emotional resources. Courtship, marrisge, marriage

ad justment, parenthood, and responsibility in community life
lie ahead of adolescents. A grest deal of practice is needed
to equip the individuel to handle these matters, and this
prectice needs to be carried out during adolescence.

The adolescent needs to be helped to see the necessity
for participation in the life of the community, the nation,
and of the world, and thus become a part of the world in
which he lives, He needs not only to be taught of himself
and of his own development but to be tolerant of people in-
dividually, tolerant of their foibles, to refrain from being
too eritical and too aloof and to have a willingness to take
part in community life. People everywhere need to get a
feeling of greater willingness to help each other in order to
achleve a better feeling of soeial unity.ﬁ

The adolescent, as do people of all ages, has a need for
a feeling of belonging to the community, the nation, and the
world, This is sometimes referred to by sociologists as the
"bond" and by social group workers as the "wa-feeling".*

During adolescence the process of identification of the
child with the parent of the same sex spresds out to include

his peers, his groups, his group leaders and his teachers.

@ 0O, English and Gerald Pearson, op. cit., p. 278

4 Gertrude Vilson and Gladys Ryland, Soeial Group
Work Practice, p. 44



Whereas the individual previously obtained most of his values
from the family, duringz adolescence he takes over the values
of hie peers, his teachers, and his group leaders. This un-
derscores the importance of group leaders and teachers being

mature, adult persons who will be good figures of identi fica-
tion for adolescents.”

§ 0. BEnglish =nd Gerald Pearson, op. ¢it., p. 148



CHAPTIER III
THE NEEDS OF JEWISH ADOLESCENTS

Jewish adolescents have the same needs as adolescents
in genersl, tut they have specisl needs related to their mi-
nority status.

Like his non-Jewish friende the Jewish adoleseent needs
to have a feelling of belonging to the general community. In
addition he needs to have a feeling of belonging to the Jewish |
community which is a part of the general community. e has |
a need to relate poesitively to the Jewish group smd to his
Jewishness a8 e means of promoting his happiness as a Jew.

Such a positive relationship to his own group will enable

him to relate positively to the general soclety of whieh he i
and his group ere a part. He will be able to exhibit what
Kurt Lewin celled "balanced behavior,"™ By balanced behavior
Lewin meant neither de-emphasizing nor overemphesizing one's
Jewlishnees and the ability to live and nmingle hepplly and
confidently with both the minorl ty (Jewish) and the majority
group. Of the importance of relastionship to the group Lewin

wrote:

The group to which an individual belongs is the ground
on which he stands, which gl ves him or denies him
soclal status, gl ves or denies him security end help...
The firmness and clearness of thils ground determines
what the individus] wishes to do, what he can do, and

how he will do 1it.
The minority group, like the family situation eand the

1 EKurt Lewin, Resolving Soclal Confliets, p. 174




general sociel milieu, is part of the individusl's psycholo-
gical environment., The indilviduel and his psychologicel envi-
ronment cannot be tremted as separate entities, but must be
considered to be dynamieally one field.

The Jew who does not attain this feeling of belonging
can become what soeciologi ats cell the "marginel man™, a per-
son who 18 uncertein of the group to whieh he belongs, who
is on the boundary between the minority group and the major-
ity group, but really in neither., In his unecertainty as to
which group he belongs tc the marginal man is like the adoles-
cent who is uncertain about whether he 1z an adult or a chila.
Having no spiritual or cultural home he feels elienated and
alone.®

Jevigh sdolescents need to know about the cultural heri-
tage of the Jewish people. This need is ssscelated with the
need for e sense of belongingness. The latter 1s a deep-
seated primsry need that is felt by all people for ",,.man
ie motiveted by a yearning to belong to things, to man, to
God, end this yearning makes him want to have possessionms,
both spiritual end material,"®
Enowledgze of his cultural heritage is part of the spirit-

ual posseesions of the Jew and csn ald him to relate posi-

tively to the Jewlish group.

2 Kurt Lewin, ibid., p. 180

4 QGertrude Wilson and Cledys Ryland, Sceisl Group
Work Practice, p. 19
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’ In order to make an adjustment to society in genersl
and to live a happy life, the Jewish adolescent needs to know
the causes of anti-Semitism., For if he dves not know that

| the causes are outside of himself and are extemal to the
Jewlsh group, he may react to the frustrations of anti-

Semitism by indulging in self-blame, self-pity, and self-

hatred. He may elso react by becoming fearful of or antago-
nistic towards non-Jsws, and he may, consequently, be unable
to relate well to non-Jews, That this is an important need

| may be evidenced from the myriad of books, novels, pamphlets,
and articles written on the sub ject., It might also be e

|| need of non-Jews in s democratic country since enti-minority
i| projudice iz a2 threat to ﬂmccracy."
Whet then are the causes of anti-Cemitism? A listing
of them is importent at this time 1in order to see how aware
| of them the young people involved in thie study show them-
| selves to be and thus to see if this need has been met or ir
| it still exists in their cases.
Anti-Cfemitiem is only one type of antl-minnriﬁy pre ju=-

I dice., There exists in this country prejudice against Negroes,
Puerto RAiecans, Mexicans, and Itmlians as well as arainst Jews,
Anti-Semitism is pre judice against Jews.

Dollerd and his colleborators write in "Fruestration and
| Aggression™ that enti-Semitism is "apgeression due to frustra-

on C
1947

' 4 "An Attsok on Bigotry in U, S Fnlkua%n" Commission
i ommunity Interrelations the American Jewls 'Gnngran, :



tion that has been displsoced from the actual Trustrstor onto
the Jewish group which is used as a scapegoat.m®

Steinberg writes, "Like other mass prejudices, enti-
Semitism is a product of 1ndootrinatiun.“u It is transmitted
to children in the home by parents, in the religious schools
by teachers, and in the churches by elergymen. Sometimes it
ie taught conseiously to children, in other cases it 1is ex-
pressed within the hearing of children end they unconsclously
piek un these mttitudes from thelr elders.

Steinberg also states that "economic adversity is a

prime breeding ground for anti-Samitism."?

¥very soclety
contains individuals who enjoy svecial privileges and receive
extraordinary benefits from it. "In times of depression,

especially, 1t is to their interest to divert the aggression

of the people frustrated by the demression away from themselves

and onto the Jaws."a

According to Steinberg anti-Semitiem is "A form of
xenophobia, a dislike of the unlike, based on ignorsnce and
giving rise to fear. It 1 a produet of menipulstion and
design end can be the result of a tactic caleulatingly adopted

and executed by demogogues to further their own ands."g

5 Jonn Dollard et al., Frustration and Aggression,

p. 152

6 Wilton Steinberg, A Partisen Cuide to the Jewish
Problem, p. 45

7 ¥ilton Steinberg, ibid., p. 49

8 Milton Steinberg, ibid., p. 50

9 Mllton Steinberg, ibid., p. 556

13



Lewin points out that anti-Semitism is affeoted very
little one way or the other by elther good or bad behavior
on the part of Jews. He writes:

There is nothing more erroneous than the belief of
many Jews that there would be no anti-Semitism if
only every Jew behaved properly...Anti-Semitism can-
not be stopped by the good behavior of the individual
Jew, beeause it is not an individual, but a social
prcblam.lﬂ

The Jewish adolescent has a need to understand the rela-
tionship of his minority group to the total community. Such
an understanding will enable him to relate to both commini-
ties and to be clear ebout his responsibilities to them,ll
“his is related to the gemeral adolescent need to be helped

to participate in the 1life of the comunity.l®

Because of the adolescent tendency to identify with group |

leadere, the Jewish ndolescent can be helped to relste posi-
tively to his Jewishness by being exposed tc a teacher orx
g group leader, who has a positive attitude towaris his own

Jawlshnesa.ls

10 Kurt Lewin, Resolving Social Confliet, p. 162

11 EKurt Lewin, op. eit., p. 147

12 0, English and Cerald Pearson, Emotional Problems
of Living, p. 278

13 Eurt Lewin, op, eit., p. 178
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CHAPTER IV
THE FUNCTION OF THE JEWISH CENTER
The Jewish Community Center is an institution developed
and maintained by American Jews for the satisfection of cer-
tain neede whieh they experience ass Jews, These needs in-~
elude Informal education, health, reerestion, end leisure-
time sctivity, and ere spiritusl, cultursl end social in

neture. Some of the needs stem from the faect that the Jewe

| constitute an ancestral, cultural and religious group. Others

stem from the minority stetue of the Jewish grﬁup.l

Consequently, Jewish content programming hes & primasry
and fundamentel role in the Center., It is the resson for
which the Center exists., The term "Jewish content" embraces
the totality of Jewish spiritusl-cultursl intereste and needs.?

The Jewish Center is an asgency for Jewlsh identifiecstion
on a8 level that 1e relatively free from idealogiesl, faction-
al, and sociel barriers within the Jewish community. At the
geme time, the Center's progrem provides a richer basege for
ident ificetion then a mere bliologlcal cne.

The Jewish Center is an ageney of Jewish integration
which can contribute to the development of "sense of commun-
ity" among the diverse elements in the local Jewish community.

The Jewish Center is an agency of perscnality develop-

ment. It seeks to promote the growth, happiness and self-
expression of the individusl. I% is concerned with the happi-

1 Oscar Janowsky, The JiWB Survey, p. 268
2 Oscar Janowsky, ibid., p. 273




le

nees of the individusl, end primarily with his hsppiness es

e Jew, It attempts to give free reign to the creative drives
of the individusl, The group work process is the prinecipel
method used to reach theese gorls, It esims to mssist the in- ;
dividuel to ettein a feeling of belongingness to the Jewish
community and through it to the total community. It is the
job of the soeiel group vorker in the Jewish Center to help '
meet thie need by guiding ite membership to ite Jewieh orientae-

tion,® . .

The Jewish Center sims to gerve me an influence in in-

tegreting the individusl Jew and the Jewish group into the

. totel community. By emphesizing Jewish content it vrepares

its clientele for intelligent partiecipetion in intercultural
ectivities. Tor intercultural cooperstion is meaninpgless
for the Jew unless he understends end appreciates his spe-
cialized culture and ite proper place in the total Americsn

sgene 14

3 Oscer Jenowsky, ibid., p. 281
4 Oscer Jenowsky, ibid., p. 284



CHAPTER V

THE NEIDS EXPRESCLD BY THE THEN=AGLRS
AND WAYS THEY ARE MET IN THE CENTER

An analysis of the answers glven by the young people
showe that both needs and interests were articulated. Before

proceeding with such en analysis clarity might be incressed

by defining whet i= meant by such terms es "need" and "intariﬂ..ﬂ:'
|

Harleigh Trecker does so in "Social Group Work."
An interest is a tendency to concentrate atten-

tion on an object, an idea, an activity, or a situa-

tion. Interests are expressed verbally or overtly

and frequently near the surface of our consclousness.

Heed in a psychological sense refers to scmething
we desire in the way of a personality ahzrﬂutariutin,
humen experience or relationship with our fellows,

An interest, then, is something of which one is aware
end cen, therefore, articulate, On the other hand, a need
may be elther conscious or unconscious. One night be aware
of some of his needs and unaware of others.

A Jewish youth might express an interest in Zionism;
he might be aware of a need to know more about his people;
he might not be aware of e need to Teel a sense of belonging
to his group.

Interecsts and needs mey be very close and thus easy to
translate the one into the other. An interest in the Hebrew
language might reveal a need to identify with the Jewish
group, An interest in fighting antl -Semitism might represent
e need for acceptance by the Jewleh group since this group is
carrying on such a fight. It might also indicate a need for

1 Harleigh Trecker, Sceiel Group %ork, p. 113




acceptance by the ma jority group which 1s denied or made in-
complete by the existence of anti-Semitism..
NEED TO BELONG

Thirty-two subjects say they favor having their club
celebrate Jewish holidays. Most of the reasons (71 per cent)
given for affirmstive answers fall into two cetegories which
are (1) appropriateness, and (2) a desire to spread knowledge
of Jewish customs.

Some of the reasons based on the eappropriesteness of a
club celebrating Jewish holidays follow:

In Young Judaea that is one of our ideals.

Young Judesea is a Jewish club with Jewish kids.
As Jews we should participate in our own customs,
It is a purpose of Jewlsh organizations,

The club consists of Jewish menmbers.

The answers indicste that the youngsters recognize their
Jewishness and feel the need to relate to it and thus attain
a feeling of belongingness, When en individual joins a
group, one of the wvalues he wants to get from the experience
is this feeling of halm;gingnena.2 These youngsters evidence
this need not only in relation to their club but also in
relation to their minority group.

Some of the answers in the second category are quoted

below:

To give a better understanding to Jewish youth of
customs and traditions of holidays

2 Grace Coyle, Group Vork Vith American Youth, p. 85
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The members would become more famllisr with the
holidays

It would help us to understand Jewish tradition
and what kind of a religion we have

If we celebrate these holidays together it would
leave a good impression on our minds

To know the importance of Jewish customs that
have been brought to us during the many thousands
of years of our race
Because 1t mesns something - you know you are Jewish
Answers such as these indicate a need to know about one's
group and through it to know about oneself as a member of the
group.
Other evidence of the need to belong may be gleaned
from the questions dealing with discussion of Jewish topiecs
in the sub ject's club at the Jewish center and also in the
subject's class at public school. In both cases the great
ma jority of subjects say they would like to discuss Jewish
topics. The actual score was 90 per cent in the club setting
and 80 per cent in the classs setting. Some of the reassons
given by those who favor discussing a Jewish topie in their
elub follow:

I'm a Jew end I like to learn as much about my
people as I can

It is good to find out about the Jews as well as
knowing other things

To acquaint us with our own kind
To bring into the meeting e sense of reslism of

what life in Israel is like in both past and
present
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I think every good Jew should know some thing about
his ancestors, life in Israel, ete,

Some of the reascns for affirmetive answers to the ques-
tion of discussing a Jewish topiec in a publie school class
also reveasl the deep-sented need for acceptance by the Jew-
ish group.

VWie and others should be informed sbout Jewish
topicse

Because I'm not ashamed of being a Jew
It gives the Jew & feeling of pride
As mentioned above, a deep-seated need to belong to the
generel group as well as the minority group is revealed by
these young people. Running through meny of the question-
naires and brought out later in interviews is a general pat-
tern of a desire to interpret the Jewish minority grcup to

the general majority group.

Most Gentiles ere misled by parents and other
soureces and should be told the facts

I think it would help eliminate the bit of preju-
dice there still exists

There are so meny boys and girls vwho are ageinst
our religion = I think some Jewish topics might
make them more broadminded and closer to us as
friends

To acquaint non-Jews with us

Jewish things should not be confined to just our
people, but our problems should be explained to
people of other nationalities

To show non-Jews what goes on in the life of a
Jewisgh person all over the world

So we can show our non-Jewish friends a few things
about us that might change their minds about us
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The subject's need to belong is demonstrated alsc by the
enswers to the interest finder questions, Twenty-one young-
sters (80 per cent) express an interest in Israel and Zion-
ism. This mey reflect the need of the Jewish-American to iden-
tify with the Jewish state, to have a homeland, to have the
moral support of a friendly country of origin even as does
the Italian-American and the Irish-Americen. Twenty-three
subjects (65 per cent) state that they are interested in
fighting anti-Semitism.

Nineteen teen-agers (55 per cent) say that they would
like to know more about great men who are Jewish, They feel
that the status en joyed by these men may reflect beneficially

upon them as members of the same minority group end may aid

| them in geining ecceptance from members of the majority group,

Closely related to the need tc belong to the general
group is the need to feel secure in the general community.
The teen-agers were asked if they feel threstened when a Jew
is loud end boisterous in the presence of non-Jews and Jews
ineluding themselves. A secure person will not feel threat-
ened in such a situation for he will know that he is not
bolstercus and therefore cannot be justly censured.

A person who does not feel secure in the general com-
munity will be threatened by this situation because he will ‘
feel thet the members of the majority group will connect him

with the boisterous one.
Fourteen of the subjects (40 per cent) say that they do
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feel threatened when they find themselves in this situastion.

| Some of their reasons follow:
Some people judge ell of us by the aetion of one

It makes a bad impression in the minds of the non-
Jews. They would set the (boisterous) Jew es an
example of most other Jews

Other people can only notice the bad in our religion
. if they want

It gives a poor impression to others, and since we
have a bad neme now, why meke it worse

I do feel threatened but I shouldn't - if & non-
Jew ig loud the other Gentiles don't feel threatened
in the presence of Jews

I have the feeling that everyone is saying "those
Jews are a noisy bunch"

Twenty-one subjects (60 per cent) say that they do not
feel threatened in this set of c¢lrcumstances. However, three

of these state that they do feel "embarrassed" but"not

threatened”, Some of the reasons far not feeling threatened

follow:

I feel ﬁlightly embarrassed but there are non-
Jewish boys snd girls who are just as bolsterous,
go I pass it off

There are all kinds of people of all kinds of faiths

If he is told to be quiet and doesn't, it's his own
fault if he makes a fool of himself

Non-Jews have the same gqualities

At our age I don't think it really matters because
almost all of us are quite nolisy

If a person is loud or boiasterous he i= making a
fool of himself, not of his race or nationality

%a sre mll individusls - we can't be responsible for
gomeone eslse's actions



NEED FOR INDERSTANDING OF CAUSES OF ANTI-SEMITISM

None of the youngsters show themselves to be cognisent
of the important causeas of anti-Semitism slthough they are
aware of some of its origins., They view the problem on a
more superficlal level, Perhaps, this is due to their youth
and lack of experience, but more likely it is due to a lack
of educetion in this area., This would seem to be a need
that hes not been met effectively. Many of the teen-agers
feel that eanti-Jewish prejudice is caused by a lack of knowl=-
edge of Jews on the part of non-Jews. "If they only knew
more about us, they would not have this anti-Jewish feeling.”

| This is & good description of the opinion expressed by many

subjects.

People ere not informed as to our soecial customs
and affairs -~ ignorance breeds hate

The people haven't got a clear view of the Jewish
people

Other people don't know what a Jew is and are
efraid to learn

Not knowing enough about Jews

Some of the tcen-agers feel that anti-Semitism is caused
by Jealousy of Jews on the part of non-Jews,

Jealousy and pure ignorance is the root of all
discerimination

Jealousy becsuse Jews sre 2o much better off (in

a sense) than non-Jews -~ they go to uollegn and
are moAtly well off financially in this city

Anti-Eemites are probebly unconseciously jealous of
a Jew because they think he has money

The other races are a bit iaaloua of us becmuse so
many famous people are Jewlish



It is interesting to note that these Jewish youngsters
have plcked up the stereotyped idea that all Jews are rich.
This idea is one of the falsehoods spread by anti-Semites
and yet 1t apparently is believed by some of these teen-
agers. One resson for it may be that they live in a small
city where many of the Jews, although not all, are in the
middle and upper-middle income brackets,

It is also interesting, although not significant, that
one person based the Jsalousy on the number of famous Jews
rather than on the alleged financial standing of Jews.

Some of the subjects say that religious differences or
non-Jewish religious teachers cause anti-Jewish prejudice,

The non-Jewish people are made to feel that their '
religzion 1s tops

An improper knowledge of the fundamentals that make
up religzion - people fail to realize that we are
all made by the same creator

RELIGION! All thmugh the ages religious differ-
ences have separated people and glven a few people
tremendous power and control over people - these
peopls that have the power use it to teach people

to hate Jews or other sects, therefore, I em
against religion i

It is interesting to note that many of the youngsters
relate the question, "What do you think are the real causes
of anti-Semitism™ to their own age group and give what they
think are the reasons for anti-Semitic attitudes held by
teen-age non-Jews, They feel that the latter ere prejudiced
beecause they were taught tc be elither by their parentis or

their elergymen,



The belief among many Christian people that Jesus
was killed by the Jews - it is a matter of "follow-
ing the herd" - many people don't know why they are
prejudiced, but they have listened to their mothers
and fathers, ete.

Christien parents cause it - they don't teach the
correct teachings to their children

Intolerant non-Jewish boys and girls because they
come from families that are not tolerant

I think people are very narrow-minded - whem non-
Jewish children are being brought up as good citi-
zens by the schools, meny of their minds are
changed towards our religion because of their
elders end their church

Only one subject feels that Jews pley a part in causing
the prejudice against themselves. "Making an issue of unim-
portant subjects such as little oracks.”

All of the subjeects ssy that they have experienced anti-
Semitism in one form or another. When asked how they feesl
a hypothetical personal enti-Semitic incident should be
handled, thirty-three sub jects say that they think it should
be ignored, Some of their answers follow:

Although a grest many reople on the bus would be
disturbed, I don't think enything should be done
gbout it there and then - if the man was ignorant
enough to make the remark he would be too ignorant
tc listen to anything that one could say

You ghould let it pass because if an issue is made
of 1%, you will probably hear twice es many remarks

Of course it would be very embarrassing and to tell
you the truth I wouldn't know what te do because
anyone as ignorant as that certainly wouldn't take
correction

Ignored - causing trouble certainly would not
echange the opinion of the person who made the
remark - however, if I spent enough time with
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thie person I would try to meke him reslize the
econtribution of the Jew to sceciety

I think it should be ignored by all - if the per-
son who made the remark sees that everyone is
ignoring 1%, perhaps he'll feel ashamed

Everyone has the right to say what he wants and
I would Jjust leave them

Two of the teen-sgers say that they would attempt to
reason with the person who made the prejudiced remsrk in an
attempt to change hie opinion of Jews.

Ask him his reasson for his remark and try to
prove to him he is wrong

If he mede it to me or my friemds, I think I
would want to know why and set him straight - if
he made it to somecne else, I don't think I should
butt in
All of the teen-agers focus on the person making the
remark and none of them show an awarenese of the necessity
for counterscting the effects of his words upon the other
people on the bus, They would ignore him or in a few cases
reason with him, but none of them seem concerned with those
who overhesr him,
In rddition, the teen-apgers are obviously insecure when
confronted with such an inecident. This is to be expected

since they heve never received adequate preperation for meet-

' ing one. To meet this need of its membership is a real chal-

lenge for the Jewlsh Center movement.

NEED TO UNDERSTAND RELATIONSHIP OF MINORITY GROUP TO GENERAL
COMMUNITY

In order to releste both tec his own group and to the gen-
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i eral society a member of a minority needs %o have an under-
‘ standing of the reletionship between his group snd the major-
| ity gruup.:'" In the case of the Jewish person, he needs to
‘ be clear about his responsibilities to both the Jewish msnd
the general communities. An example is his responsibility
to contribute to communal funds like the United Jewish Appeal
and the Community Chest.
Twenty-one (60 per cent) of the teen-agers say they would |
dividefive dollers evenly between & Jewish cause, like the

| United Jewish Appeal, and e cause not speeifically Jewish,

like the Communlty Chest,

Although I am Jewish I am mn American and believe
in one as much as in the other

I believe each is equelly important

| Each cause has a specific reason and each reascn
' I think 1= just as important

| Jewish orgenizations aren't the only ones that
I need aid - the Center is receiving money from the
| Community Chest

They both help good causes
Both ere used for the betterment of people

' If I give en equal amount to a non-Jewish cause
and they lknow I was Jewlish I should think it

‘ would meke them feel very low if they were anti-
Semites

I an Jewish and, therefore, want %o help my
people, but I am also an American and want to
help otheras, too.

Seven (20 per cent) of the teen-agmers say they would

give three dollars to the Jewish cause and two dollars to
| S Rurt Lewin, op. cit., p. 147
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the general cause,
Charity begins at home
Help our own cause more

Helping the Jewish Appeal is more important than
Community Chest

0f the remeining subjeots, five would give four to five
dollars to the United Jewish Appeal because "Christians don't
give to Jewlsh causes”, while two would give three dollars to |
the Community Chest becouse "Jewish agencies benefit from the
Chest."
TECHNIQUES OF MEETING THESE NEEDS IN ONE JEWISH CENTER

Certain techniques and program medis are being used in

the Center of which the teen-agers studied are members., These
methods are employed to meet the needs of the youngsters ocon-
cerning thelr Jewishness.
For the sake of clarity it might be well to discuss first
the means used to ald identification with the Jewish community.
One method is the use of Jewish names for the clubs, The
term "Jewisgh" here includes Hebrew and Yiddish language,
English terms referring to the Jewish people, like Judaesan
or Ieraeli, and prominent men of past and present like

Thecdore Herzl or Chaim Weizmann. Three of the clubs have
Jewish names; the one that dces not traditionally takes the
year of graduation from high school as ites name, This year
it is omlled Club '51; last year i1t was Club '50, etc. The
names were selscted by the members of the clubs with the ex-
ception of Club '51,
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Another means is the discussion of Jewish topics in the
clubs. One of them had two such discussions, one of which
stimlated similar discussioun in another club, because a girl
who belonged to both gave a report of the discussion at the
meeting of the second group. This second group hes held a
few dAlscussions of Jewish toplce, a third hars mentioned Jew-
igh matters briefly at most meetings but has held no intense
discussions, The Tourth e¢lub has held no such discuseions,

S%1ill another method is celebrating Jewish holidays in
the agency. Omne club held a Latke party to celebrete Channuksh,
Membere of two other clubs attended.

Another technique is the inclusion of Hebrew songs and
dances in the wrogram of three olubs,

In addition to the olub activities the agency also has
mass activities which can help to meet the need under dis-
cussion, To celebrate the holiday of Purim a carnivel is
held under the sponsorship of the Youth Council. This iz =
money-raising affair and a portion of the proceeds goes to
the Bet Hanoar, the House of Youth, in Jerusalem which is
known in this country as the Jerusalem 'Y', The decision to
make this allocetion was taken by the Youth Council after a

thorough discussion,
As a maans of ohserving Jewish lMusiec lionth & performance

of Hebrew songs and dancee was given by a group of teen-agers.

Also involved were younger children and adults. As a result

of this event, the teen-agers involved decided to form a folk



dence group and they gave it a Hebrew name, Noarim, meaning
|

!
A last item of evidence which may have an indirect effect

Youth.

in promoting a sense of belonging in the young pecople is the |

faet that the agency closes on the Jewish sabbath and on sll
Jewish holidays for whieh sueh action is appropriate.
Indireet steps are taken which help to meet the need of

the youngsters for a feeling of belonging tco the general com~

munity. By helping to relate them to the Jewlsh community,
the agency alds in establishing s firm, clear social ground
upon which they can stand. Clearness about and confidence
in the fTirmness of thelr "soecial ground” helps them %o at~
tain a positive relationship with the general commmnity.?

The fact that the agency closes on all civiec holidays
may have an influence in furthering the accomplishment of
such a relationship,

No inter-falth activities were carried on by teen-agers
at this agency.

It nmust be recognized, however, that since attaining a
complete sense of belonging to the general community implies

a feeling of amcceptance by the majority group, the need under

discussion must be met to some extent by agenecles of and

individuals in the ma jority group.

How i= the need to know the real ecasuses of anti-Cemitism

being met in this agency? Discussions around this problem

Z Kurt Lewin, op. cit., p. 174



and eround anti-minority prejudice in general are held very
infrequently by the elubs. Often such a discussion will bs
held only after it has been provcked by an incident of which
the members are aware. One club disoussed this matter after
juet such a stimulus, but none of' the other elubs have at-
tempted to desl with the 1ssue,

None of the olubs are programming in the area of giving
money to communal funds like the United Jewish Appeal and
the Community Chest., However, the Young Judees clubs raise
money which they send to Israel through the nationel organi-

zation.



CHAPTER
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This survey has studled the needs of thirty-five ado-
leseentz hetween the ages of fourteen and seventeen who are
members of a Jewish Commhity Center. It has focused on
their needs conceraing their Jewlshnees., The survey has also
studied the ways in whieh these needs are being met in the
Jewish Center to which the adolescents belong. It has sought
to answer to the following questions, What needs do Jewish
teen~agers have in the area of Jewish content programming?
Whet knowledge do the youngsters have of the causes of anti-
Semitism? How would they react to an anti-Semitic ineident?
Do they feal threatened hy negative bshavior on the part of
a Jewish person in a group of Jews and non-Jews? Do they
feel responsible to both the Jewlsh and the total communities
in the area of communal philanthropy? What steps have been
taken by the ageney to help the youngsters with their Jewish-
ness?
NEEDS IN THE AREA OF JEWISH CONTENT PROGRAMMING

The principal metheod by which the Jewlsh Center meets
the needs of teen-agers concerning their Jewishness 1s the
use of Jewish content programming. This type of programming
takes many forms some of which are celebration of Jewish
holidays, discussion of topiles of interest to Jews, dancing
Jewish dances, singing Hebrew and Yiddish songs, and raising

noney for agencies of the Jewish communities in Israel,
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Americe, and throughout the world. Such progremming is de-
gigned to provide the youngsters with positive Jewish ex- '
periences so that they will be helped to relate positively |
to their Jewishness,

The youngsters were guestioned about various sspects of
Jewieh content progremming. CSeventy-one percent of the teen-
agere state that they would like to celebrate Jewish holidays
et their club meetings. lilnety percent say they would like

to discuss Jewish topies at club meetings. ©Sixty percent of
the youngsters indicate an interest in Isrsel, and Zionism,
sixty-five percent in Tighting anti-Semitism, and fifty-rive
percent in learning about lumportant Jewish personalities.

These Tigures would indicate that the youngsters feel a
need for Jewish programming and are interested in it. The
figures also point out the nsed of the youngsters to feel a
sense of belonging to the Jewish group. Through a feeling of
belonging they can relate positively to their Jewishness end
feel secure as a Jew and as a person in both the Jewish and
the total communities. ©Such an inner security allows them
to exhibit the "balanced behavior” of which Lewin wrote and
ennbles them to "live hepplly and mingle confidently with
both Jewish and non-Jewish gruupa."l
KNOWLEDNGE OF CAUSEE OF ANTI-SEMITISW

The teen-agers list as causes of anti-Cemitism lack of

knowledge, jealousy, religious differences, and the teachings

1 Xurt Lewin, Hesolving Soccial Confliets, p. 170




of parents, religious teachers and the clergy.

The youngeters ere aware that anti-Semitism is, as
Stoinberg says, "a product of indoetrinetion”, and that 1t
is taught to children in the home, in the religious school,
end in the church."? The teen-agers exhibit no knowledge
of anti-Cemitism being what Dollard and hls ccllaborators
cell "displacement of aggression in response to frustration
rfrom the actual frustration to a scapegoat group."ﬂ

Only one youngster mentions the behavior of Jews as
being a cause of anti-Semitism so that ninety-seven percent
of the subjecte appear to be aware of the faet the behavior
of Jews does not influence anti-Semitism very much one way
or the other. As Lewin puts it, "History amply shows that
*good behavior' on the part of the Jew is by no means an
insurance sgainst enti-Semit ism. "4

It is important that Jewish youngsters (and Jews of all
epes as well) know that enti-Jewish prejudice is not caused
by Jewe because if they do not know this, they may feel that
Jews are inferior people or that they are someshow to blame
for the prejudice. This latter type of thinking might lead
to self-hatred or to belng fearful of or antegonistic to non-
Jews, On the other hend, since the real causes of anti-

2 Milton Steinberg, A Partisan Guide to the Jewish
Problem, p. 45

& Johan Dollerd et al., Frustration and Aggression,

Pe 152
4 Xurt Lewin, op. cit., p. 182



Semitism are external to the Jewish group, a knowledge of
them will help the Jewish youngster to relate poeitively o
his Jewishness snd %o soclety in general.

Since the youngsters epparantly know only a few of the
causes of anti-Sfemitiem, the writer recommends that the
causes of anti-SBemitism be taught to these teen-agers either
in their elubs or in the ir religious schools.

HEACTIONS TO AN ANTI-SEMITIC INCIDENT

When asked how they would react t0 a hypothetical anti-
Semitic incident on & bus, ninety-four percent of the teen-
agers say that they would igncre the person making the pre-
Judiced remarks. They Teel that & person who would meke a
prejudiced rémark in a publie place is "ignorant” and would
be "too ignorant to listen” %o any attempt to reason with
him, Some of the youngsters feel that making an issue of
the remarks would only ceuse the peraon to make more of them,
Others feel that ignoring the person making anti-Semitic re-

merks may cause that person to "feel ashamed"”, The teen-agers

foocused on the person making the pre judiced remark and seem
to be aware of the faet that such a person is probably too
prejudiced to be changed by a brief discussion.

Members of minority groups experience prejudice asgeinst
their minority many times during their lifetimes, Every one

of the teen-agers say thet he has engsountered anti-Semitism

in one form or enother, The answers of the teen-agers are



probably based, in part at least, on their own experiences
with prejudice.

Since these youngsters have never received any formal
preparation for meeting an anti-Semitie incident, the writer
recommends such preparation be given. The technique of
socio-drama might be utilized in this preparation.

FEELINGS CONCERNING NEGATIVE BEHAVIOR BY JEWS

The youngsters were asked if they feel threatened when
a Jew is loud and boisterous in the presence of non-Jews and
Jews., Sixty percent of the subjects say they do not feel
threatened in such a situation. The reasons given indicate
that they feel such behavior is "an individual matter™ and
that there are "all kinds of people in all kinds of falths
and nationalities.”

The teen-agers who do not feel threatened in the situa-
tion described give an indication of a greater feeling of
security and self-confidence concerning their Jewishness
than those who do feel threatened. The latter feel that the
boisterous person is setting a "bad example” and that non-
Jews will consider all Jews to be like him. They fear that
non-Jews think of them as boisterous and, therefore, they
feel threstened by clamorous behavior on the part of another

JeW,

Those who do not feel threatened are closer to the feel-

ing of security which is necessary to enable them to mingle

in both the Jewish and the general communities. This security
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allows the Jewish teen-ager to feel sufficiently accepted
by the general community, to have ambitions about his future
and to work to attain his ambitions, Without this feeling
of acceptance the teen-ager might not work towards his goals
and might rationalize that he does not have a chance in our
soclety, or else he might attempt to assimilate into the

ma jority group and become what scciologists call a "marginal
man" uncertain of whether he belonges to the minority or the
ma jority group.

COMMUNAL PHILANTHROPY

English and Pearson state, "The adolescent needs to be
helped to see the necessity for participation in the life
of the commnity, of the nation, and of the world, and thus
become a part of the world in which he lives,"® The Jewish
adolescent has to be helped to see the necessity for parti-
cipation in the life of the Jewish community in addition to
the above., He needs to be clear about his responsibilities
to both the Jewish and the general communities,

Communal philanthropy 1s part of the Jewish teen-asgers
responsibilities to both communities, The subjects were
asked how they would divide five dollars between a Jewish
cause and a general cause., Sixty percent of them say that

they would give equal amounts to both causes because "they

. are equally important”, Fourteen percent of the subjects

| 5 0, English and Gerald Pearson, Emotional Problems

of Living, p. 278
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say that they would give four dollars or more to the Jewish
philanthropy because they feel that it must appeal to a
smaller number of contributors.

The writer recommends that these youngsters be helped
to see their responsibilities to both the Jewish and the
total community. This can be done by motivating clubs to
carry on fund raising projects on behalf of both communities.
AGENCY STEPS TO HELP THE YOUNGSTERS WITH THE IR JEWISHNESS

The sgeney provides programming on both the elub and
the mass activity levels. Techniques used are discussion,
Hebrew singing and dancing, parties celebrating Jewish holi-
days, a caernival which celebrates a Jewish holiday and raises
money for a youth center in Jerusalem, and a mass activity
in commemoration of Jewish Music Month. Three of the four
teen-ager c¢lubs have Jewish names and the fourth club uses
a traditional name. The agency is closed on the Jewish
Sabbath and on Jewish holidays.

This programming aims to give the youngsters a feeling,
a belonging, of acceptance, and of being wanted by the Jewish
community. The project of raising money for the youth center
helps the teen-agers to see their responsibility to the Jewish
community.

The elub that has the greatest amount of Jewish content

programming is led by the field work student. He has a

. positive attitude towards his Jewishness and brings to the
. agency a good background of Jewish cultural knowledge and a



deep interest in Jewlsh as well as general affairs. This
maey be an indieation of the role that idemntification plays

in socisl group work, The youngsters in this elub identified
with the leader and expressed an interest in Jewish program-
ming. The fact that fifty-five percent of the subjects ex-
pressed an interest in learning ebout importent Jewish per-
sonalities may be additional evidence of the spread of their
identifications from thelir parents to the Jewish figures of
importance.

Because of the role that identifleation plays in group
work, the writer recommends that group leaders in Jewish
Centers be persons who take a mature, positive atiitude
toward their Jewishness. The youngsters would then be ex-
posed to a good Tigure for identification and would be helped
to arrive at a positive relationship to their Jewishness.

Approved:

Richard X, Conant
Dean
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APPENDIX "A"
SCHEDULE OF QUESTIONS
Do you think your elub should celebrate Jewish holidays?
Yes Yo

Why?

Which Jewish holiday do you like best?

Why?

Would you like to see more Jewlsh symbols and more ob=-
gerving of Jewish holidays in your home? Yes Ne
Why?

When your elub has & discussion, do you like to discuss
8 Jewish tople? Yes No

Why?

In a public school oclass, would you like to discuss a
Jewish topie? Yes o

Why?

The following are sub jects of interest to some Jews.
Check the ones that interest you enough so that you would
want to join an organization or learn more about them in
& ¢lub or a class.

Israel and Zionism Jewish History

Jewish Religion Hebrew Language

Fighting An%i-Semitism Yiddish Language

Jewish Literature Jewish Sports Heroes
Jewish Musie Great Men Who Are Jewish
Jewish Art Other Subjects (name them)

Why?
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10.

11.
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Following are some types of organizations in the Jewish
commnity. Cheok the ones you would prefer to join and
support.

Zionist (Helping Israel)

Religious (Synagogue and Temple)

Defense (Fighting Anti-Semitism)

Recreational ('Y' Center)

Educational (Hebrew schocl, Sunday sechool)
Welfare (Helping poor Jews and new Americans)
Fund Raising (United Jewish Appeal)

Social (Club or fraternity)

Other

Why?

What do you think are the real causes of anti-Semitism
and why?

Suppose you were on a bus with a group of your friends
end some man made an anti-Semitie remark loud enough for
everyone on the bus to hear, How do you feel that this
remark should be handled?

Why?

Do you feel threatened when a Jew is loud and boisterous
in the presence of non-Jews and Jews including yourself?

Yes o
Why?

How would you divide five dollars between a2 Jewish cause
(such as the United Jewish Appeal) and a cause that is not
specifically Jewish (such 28 the Community Chest)?

Why?

How do you feel about Jewish programming (sueh as Israeli
dancing and Zionist movies) in a 'Y' Center?

Why?



15. What does being Jewish mean to you?
Why?
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