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THE PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE THESI
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Today our country is in a state of depression. The

business that is the unavoidable consequence of the capitalistic^

system seems paralyzed. Many more than the average number of

persons are out of ^ork, and though production is high enough

proper distribution cannot be effected. Everyone’s well-being

including th^r livelihood has come to be dependent upon markets

and prices, and since these are unstable, livings are precarious

The intense force with which the realization of this fact has bepn

impressed upon the people through actual suffering, want, and

mental torture has produced much dissatisfaction with existing

conditions. It is just such a realization that has prompted

Mrs. Martin in the construction of her National Livelihood Plan,

the subject of the following: discussion.

The wife of a professor at Rollins College in Winter Park,,

Florida, the author has been a keen observer and student of

people and society for a long while. Her plan in some respects ,

bears the distinguishing features of an elderly mind. She
j

views the present social panorama with an eye to security— ]

and to the calm and peace that is so desirable to persons well

along in years. She has disciplined her life to run smoothly

with little emotional excitation and so, somewhat falsely I

believe, feels everyone else can do likewise.

The National Livelihood Plan, if effected. calls for a more

or less extensive revision of nearly every phase of our life:

social, economic, and political. It is very inclusive, and a

thorough treatment of every phase, though not impossible, would

I
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;
entail a great deal of time and labor, much more than the

I

j

writer has been able to eive it,
I

j

A greet deal of literature has been written about most

' aspects of the Society and Social change, and the writer has

done much reading to supplement a general background of in-

formation gained from several Sociology and Economics courses,
I

I

In any plan or sub ject that deals so importantly with
i

I human nature there are many "ifs" upon which all decisions
1

I

land opinions are dependent. Consideration of all would have

I

to lead to a very negative indecisive paper that would be of
I

I little value to anyone. Because of this, only more striking

and major questions have been taken up. The writer earnestly

hopes that there have been no very obvious points that she
I

rhas failed to consider; also, that no significant questions

arise in the minds of the readers that remain unanswered or

unexplained when they have reached the conclusion.

j;

p
The subject is thoroughly interesting but one upon which

|j

ij it is better for one to take no definite stand when discussing
Ij

''it with others. It is not uncommon to have a listener become

^

"very hot under the collar" when the plan is talked over.

I

Significant is the fact that thesd very persons can offer no

I

good logical reason for their disapproval.

I! More time would have resulted in a much more detailed
i;

ji

['discussion, and this limitation of time plus the rapid rate at

! which social changes are being suggested and given trials today
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may in part explain any lack of depth you niierht consider son"e

portions to have.

Continued reading: and classification of current relative

material with periodic revision would add much to the value of

the paper. Just now it is difficult to imagine when if ever

such a subject could be dealt with conclusively.
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STATEMENT OF THE PLAN

The Commons

Gapita.lsThe
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STATZTr^^TT O'F T-TF.

"All able -1301161 youn^;; people of the na.tion, both boys anl

3irls at 18 years of a-^e, as a continuation of their public anl

hiph school elucation 'i^oull enter an inlustrial organization

(The Cominons) for the purpose of prolucing anl listributing a

basic Livelihool in ITecessities only, (no luxuries) to the

entire pcpula,tion. Like the school system, it woull be univer-

sal anl compulsory, but v/oull operate without the use of Pioney.

"Demobilizing at 26 years of age (after S years of service

they \70uld then pass into "The Capitals," a society orga,nizel

precisely as is our present All-Capitalistic society, namely’-,

capitalistic, competitive, inlivilualistic, but confined indus-

trially to the traffic in Liucuries anl Surpluses only (no

necessities ) . As inhabitants or citizens of the capitals they

would be at liberty to enter any calling they chose in pursuit

of wealth, fame, power, skill, pleasure, ease, etc., being pro-

vided stea.lily and for life v/ith a reg.ilar supply of the ba,sic

necessities in goods anl services to be furnished them by the

labors of fresh, successive relays of young commoners coming up

in turn from the schools and taking trieir places in the ranks.

This continuous stream of necessary goods and services would be

kept pouring out over the entire country, being provided

successively by the moderate but well-trained and v/ell-organize-

labors of strong young generations working in their turn to win

for life economic freedom and independence."
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"The plan would satisfy the crying needs of our day for

Work and for Security by obtaining Security throu^ Work, so

long as the nation shall stand.

"The Coiimions is the Nation’s Mother. It extends the

mother-principle on and over into the activities of early youth

seeking always the best interests not only of the youth but of

the family. It receives the older children as they issue from

the school and inducts them into a great Nev/ School for G-etting

a-Living. It directs and controls them in motherly fashion,

(aided occasionally by a taste of fhtherly discipline) until

their task is finished and they have gained their independence.

Then, her task being completed, she turns them over to life —
to a free life in The Capitals v/here there-after they may find

or lose themselves."

This, in Mrs. Martin’s ovm words, is her plan as she

states it in her pamphlet "Prohibiting Poverty". Following is

an elaboration of her viev/s and a discussion of their pros and

cons

.

9

Ibid, pp.58 - 60





SOCIAL - ECONOMICS

Why is any economic change necessary?
jVhat are the alternatives to capitalism?
Could capitalism he altered so that it v/ould be more successfuli’
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SOCIAL - ECONOMICS

In recent years, the world has undergone a profund economic

depression. Its far-reaching effects, the jeopardizing of

standards and of the fundamentals of life for many, the back-
o )r

ground of social misery and unrest et disorganization and loss

of morale for others, have centered attention upon the civiliza|f

tion of which these conditions have become a part. The wide-

spread opinion of the present time is that the capitalistic

system, the prevailing economic order in the world today, has

been found wanting.

The profit motive is the outstanding characteristic of

the capitalistic system. The acquisitiveness that is its root|s

has evolved in a society that has been founded upon individual

enterprise. Individual capitalism that came with the Industrial

Revolution was marked by the period of rapid invention, outstan||.-

ing mechanical discoveries, and large-scale production. It

brought the factory system along with specialization in vjork

and the use of power machinery. More recently its effects and

developments may be seen in the establishment and growth of big

business, trusts and mergers, and holding companies. Its im-

mediate disasters have been felt in stock market crashes, bank

failures, business failures, v/idespread unemployment, overpro-

duction or underconsumption, and the like. The last few years

have brought forth innumerable plans for various t^/pes of econoii^ic

planning and various attempts on a national scale to stem the

-4idQ of - depressed Qondi4>io«ar There ar e s everal alternatj-ge
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systems whereby radical, or -possible even revolutionary, politi

changes might become effective remedial m.easures for society.

Of these systems. Socialism, Communism., and Fascism, are by far

the best known since they have attracted the sttention of the

world by their larger followings.

The following is only the briefest description of some

of the main points and philosophies of these movements.

Socialism: exists as an organized m-ovement that is working

for m.ore social justice ano erreater equality within society.

Its principles are generally considered to be in practice

wherever the government has taken over any of the functions

of society, as has occurred where regulation, o'Tiership, sub-

sidies, and other aids in leffislative and paternal tendencies

directed to conserving the social good have been effected.

A definition of socialism can be given best in two parts-

one economic, and one political. The first is concerned with
c

the prodution and distribution of goods, while the other deals

with the distribution of power.

In regard to production, all the land and capital m.ust

belong to the state. The state m.igrht have the privilege of

delegating the possession of specific factories, etc. to

some large body of producers or consumers. A trade-union or

a cooperative society would be classified in this group. In

regard to the distribution of goods, that amount paid for

each type of work m.ust be fixed by some public authority. A

minimum of what is required for bare necessities and a maximumi

cal
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of what will ffive the greatest incentive to efficient work

would he the considerations. There is no need of equality of

incorre for all, as part of the definition of socialism; what is

essential is that a man should not he ahle to extort unearned

profit hy his nossessions of the means of production whether

land or capital. However, Socialism certainly has, as one

of its ideals, the equality of income, subject only to such

modifications as may he imposed hy the special needs of various

classes or workers.^

"On the political side, socialism is not compatible with

autocracy or oligarchy, hut dem.ands that all sane adults shall

have an equal share of ultimate political power. Even the

Bolsheviki who oppose democracy during the time of transition,

regard it as part of their ideal and admit that socialism will

not he fully realized until it is possible to restore liberal

democratic institutions

.

Communism originally implied idealistic com.rrunity life

and utopias, hut has tended to become, in present-day usage,

closely identified with Russia and its experiment. Through-

out the world it has propagandist organizations, and these have

influenced much of the more radical thought of the leading

nations. Theoretically, Communism is an advocate of the Marxian

principles, 3 but practically it has been influenced and modified

T. Johnsen, Julia E., ed. ,
Capitalism

2. Russell, B., Socialism in
and

Undeveloped

3. Wagner, Social Reformers ^^21-450

11s_ Alternatives , pp. 1

Countries. Atlantic Moi
May, 1933, 1

8-235
thly
.664
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by Lenirtism and by the practical applications of the Russian

'Soviet policy.

Today, communism signifies an organized attempt to over-

|throw the existing social order and to replace it by a better

jone. Underlying this attempt are five m.ain considerations.

jThe communists believe that the capitalistic system, though

iit has been a necessary stasre in world civilizaticnV cannot
1

possibly be the foundation of the true civilization. Secondly,
\

1

;they Imow that the capitalistic system, is today in a state of

extremely unstable equilibrium and they feel that it had
!

|becom.e incapable of conducting its ovm affairs. Chaos is
f

limminent— if it has not already beeun.
I

i

I

Their third consideration is that social stability and
i

jthe possibility of order and progress can only be regained by

the establishment of communism, and this through the dictator-
f

'.ship of the proletariat. And fourthly, that the dhange must
I

|be revolutionary, and m.ust involve the seizure of power by

unconstitutional means, and that it will necessitate the forcible

suppression of the counter-revolution are their firm convictions.

Their last main belief is that the overthrow of capitalism

must be world-wide to be effective. Local revolutions will not

suffice, and communism can i-e achieved in no dther way than

kjhrough realizing the program of the world revolution.^
I

This compulsory com.munism may -‘e effective, but it would

klso be intolerable. Russian leaders are strong in their claim

i

1. Paul, E. & C., Commimism, p.21.
.
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that self-amhition and extreme desire for fair play for each
I

I

individual is not a natural human characteristic, hut a result

of the capitalistic environment. Modem young Russia supposedly

is taking great pride in her hardiness and her ability to get

along without luxuries. New generations of Russians are

expected to be wholly unselfish, exerting them.selves to the
I

utmost for the cause with no real ambition for advancem.ent
I

I

or even for a fair deal personallv. The propaersnda Russia
I

has used to help this plan along has been heavier and more

one-sided than any other known. Their censorship is so

rigid that the people know nothin gr of ^hat is happening in

the rest of the world. Only a very favored few are allowed

' to leave the country. Could this reallv be the desirable

ji
civilization? Perhaps after the transition, things will be

II

different. The next generation, since they know nothing else,

may desire nothing else and so, such close restriction will be

unnecessary. Only tim.e can tell.^

Fascism has been Italy's answer to her need for a new

political, economic, and social order. It bears a strong

resemblance to manv of the dictatorships that have existed in
!

ji many of the European and Latin-American countries, end even has

I

something in comm,on with Japan's strong m*ilitary and reaction-

I ary elem.ents. It differs from comriinism. since it is definitely

a nationalistic and not a would-be intemationalistic

1. Wagner, Social Reformers .t^g!l-450
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1

ir.overrent. Ideally, Fascism claims to be ruled by those who can

rise above self-interest and oromote the social aspirations;

actually, its critics hold that it would nrobably weaken free

development and li'’''eralism. The ereat mass of citizens are

considered by the a'^herents of this system to be too ignorant

and too concerned with private interests to undertake the

difficult task of government.

The injection of a new spirit into the national life of

Italy is regarded by Fascists to be one of their major accom-

plishments. It claims to have replaced the Pessimism and

discouragenient of post-war years by confidence in Italy’s

! future and to have substituted direct concerted action for

political apathy and confusion. To those who have become

weary of skepticism, and com,petitive materialism, fascism offers

a philosophy which, thousrh it prescribes discipline and ac-

quiescence, emphasizes the romantic elements of national
1

tradition.

"There is much that the wisest of us may learn from

Italy. Fascism has recognized some principles, which being

fundamental, may emerge from the political welter in which manv

countries are already involved. To have dispensed with the

wholesale corruption inherent in party systems, disestablished

and disendowed the careerist politician, freed a nation from the

degrading and economically distrubing gamble of frequently

1. Leighton, Social Philosophies in Conflict . pp. S6-27
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recurring: elections, and made possfble progressive reforms

held up by cumbrous and clopjed Tnachiner 3
/' - are fine

achievements

.

Horever fine these accomplishments mey be, there are five

main principles unfortu.nately involved in the Fascist program.

1. Co-operation betv;een Labor and Capital is under State

supervision, and is v'ith compulsory arbitration.

2. Tneir representation is on the basis of occupation

as ’.veil as of residence.

3. Fney liave extended governmental control over freedom

of the press and freedom of speech.

4. '^ney have increased the power of the central govern-

ment over the local government.

5. In their central povernnent, there is concentration

of pov/er in the’h nds of one man, the premier.

^

Tne compulsory feature of these plans destroys personal

liberty. It seems inconceivable that a majority of the liber

t

lovinp ”ib-as-I pic se” Americans 'rrould ’.villinply pive up so

much personal freedom for the cha.nce of beinp one of a rather

natriarch^l orpanization. Even in Russia, a country that

has lonp been accustomed to t^rranny, the syste:! has tb be put

over by terrorism enforced by the secret police v/ho are above

and beyond all civil la’a, and by the army TThich seems to

1. Lord Syderdiam of Combe, The Fascist State, Enplish Review.
Feb., 1929, p. 157.

2. Johnsen, Julia E., ed.. Capitalism and Its Alternatives.
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— J
be really only a military police organization]

At the present time, these are the most prominent alterna-

tives to capitslism. Many people apparently lavor some one of

these radically different plans, while others, for the sake of

oreserving what benefits have occurred from our present economic

system, advocate an adjustment. These people do not feel that

the evils which are so objectionable are inherent so much in

the system itself as they are in the manner in which it has

been allowed to run. These views are represented by that

erroup of reformers, TCeynes, Recorci, Salter, etc., who assume

that the prevailing svstem, badly as it needs repairing, is

the best system.. They feel that if only its currency can be

m.anaged, financial stability achieved, foreign exchanges padded,

I

reparations scaled down, the unemnloyed put to work or upon a

dole of some sort, all will be for the best, and the result

will be the best of all conceivable worlds. T>^ey ignore the

criticisms of canitalism as a way of life. They ignore the

methods, unethical as man y of them are, of getting rich. They

ignore the whole vast burden of those non-essential trades which
i

Ruskin has termed "illth." They also ignore the high pressure

technique, the ignorance of the consumer, and the threat of

technological destruction. Their advocated reforms are only

patches oh a boiler that is bound to exnlode sooner or later

2
according to Stuart Chase.

T~. Pittman, B.W. , A Road to Onportunity

,

pp. 5?- 58
2. Chase, Stuart, A New Deal , pp. 198-9












































































































































































































































































































































































































































