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Brian Wood, ed., Namibia 1884-1984 - Readings _on Namibia's

Higggﬁxwgggmwggg;ggx; "Selected papers  and procesdings  of the
international conference on Namibia 1884-1984: 100 vears of

foreign  occupationy 100 years of struggle’, London, 10-173
September, 1984, organized by the NMamibia Support Committee in
cooperation with the SBWAFD Department of Information and

Fubilicity (London:  Mamibia SBupport Commitites in cooperation with
United Mations Institute for NMamibia, 1988). 762 pages.

This 7672 page set of readings appears at an appropriabe

Fime.  As Africa’s last colony, Namibia -~ one and a half million

people in a land area more than twice the size of England--
stands on  the threshhold of freedom from a century of foreign
rule.  This volums provides a gold mine of material, not only
about NMamibia's struggle for libesration and its significance for
Southern Africa; but also as a case study to illuminate the
penefits of probing more desply  into  the African peoples’
resistance to BEuropesan  imperial conguest. The conference on
which the book is  based involved over 300 people, about a third
of bhem Mamibian. It brought  together leading Sowthern Sfrican
scholars to  debate critical  themes touching almost every aspeoch
of & century of MNamibian struggle:

Pl olaims of  scholarship  and  historical study  and the
clemancs e f political struggles the contradicbory
conseguences of Christian evangelism  and colonial education
i oencowraging resistance as well as collaborationy; the need
to develop, from below, a national culture recognising the
diversity of peopless, thelr languages and cultuwral forms;
the specific impact of NMamibian and Sowuth African  forms of
wuploitaetion on the lives of women  and childereny; South
Africa’ s incorporation of  the “Western contact group’ as
complicit allies in their strategy for dominating  the
countriss of  southern  Africa;  the olose, it possibly
ambiguous, relation of capitalism and racism: and.... that
{thed guite sxbraordinary military presence of  some 100,000
artdd more South Sftrican troops, aided by hired mercenaries in
Mamibia itself...falled...to stop the continued mobilization
and support for SWARPD within Mamibia. """ (D)

Lo Bavin Williams, Summary of the Conference, p. 759,



Like those dug from any mine, of couwse, the findings hers
regquire sifting and refinemsnt. fs reiterated by the sditor, as

wall as by most of the avthors, all the issues discussed reguire

further research and analyvsis. Space  limitations here permit
consideration of  only a few themes. Firet, using a historical
materialist approach, several auwthors undertake the difficult

task of reinterpreting the limited sowrces available (3 to
sxplore bthe impact of conflicting dmperial interests on pre-
colonial  modes  of  prodoction. They aim both to dispell the
idealist myith of a pre-colonial concensus  society and  to deepen
undarﬁtanding of the contradictions inherent in the resistence
strugol es. They nots the snergence  of stratified societies and
militarily-powsrful kingdoms  that for decades, especially in the
raelatively rich  lands of  southern Angola  and northern Mamibia,
aucocesstully withstood Portugese and German penetration. Over the
sentury, the on-going struggles crf e Mamibian people,
Highlighted by the 1904-1907 war of colonial resistence and later
the growing militancy of the increasingly proletarianized working
class, forged & growing unity among the diftferent ebthnic groups
to lay the foundation for the national support snjoved by SWAFD.
£ nwmber  of  papers  foous on the specific featwres of the
pppression of Namibian women and  their role in the libsrabtion

movement, leading to their integration as fighters in the Peoples

P Frimarily missionary and colonial  administrators’
reports, including those made available from the Imperial German
Government  archives to scholars i the German Democratic

Fepublicy linguisticy and archasological evidence. The creative
attempt to resolve the methodological issues raised by the use of
thess materials, alone, warrant study of these papers.



Liberation Army of Namibia (FLAN). The conference agresd on the
necessity of further studies in thesse areas, especially, before
it is too late, to gather oral histories from the participants.
Conference contibutions, including plays, songs  and  artwork
reproduced in  the volume, underscore the fruitful potential of
this approach.

Second, several papers sdpose the way first German  and then
South African colonial  rule forcefully integrated Namibia into
the world economy, coercing the Mamibian people into a low cost
migratory labor reserve to produce agricultwal  and mineral
Friches for industries in Burope and South Africa. By the 1970s,
some 40%  of Namibia’'s national income went in the form of large
companies’ profits, 2% in small business profits, 204 in South
ffrican taxes, and 184 to white administrators and supervisorg—-—
leaving only 124 to one and & gquarter million NMamibian workers,
peasants  and petty traders. The papers document how--
collaboring closely with some 4000 subsidized white settlers and
a  handful transnational corporations in violation of United
Mations and international cowt ralings - the South African
state accelerated the degradation of Namibia's fragile soils,

Mastened the extraction of its minerals and denuded its offshore

Fishing grouwids. Several authors spell out how the Western
‘contact  group’ worked  with Sowth Africa to link  MNMamibian

libgration to withdrawal of QCuban troops from Angola, and to
weaken the United Nations’ stance on the elections and post-

plection administration of MNMamibia.

Outlining the prospects for a liberated Namibia, other



aunthors foocus on the necessity  to  keep the administration and
EHONOmY functioning te i e inoconss arcd dobs while
implementing priority reforms. Conference participants agreed on
introducing & minimum  living wage (3), adeguate educational and
health facilities, and measuwres to reduce inherited gender, olass
and regional insgualities. Mamibia cannot rely too much on the
mining sector  to  generate  growbh. The government  should
repudi ate the debt incurred by the South &frican puppet state and
regrganizs its mis-managed budget. BSBome papers propose agrarian
reformn bo enable  peasants,  bobth as family units and pesrhaps--—
especially in  the southern ranch areas -- through cooperatives
and state farms, to achieve food self-sufficiency. They
racomnend introduction  of domestic processing industries, a
central  bank and  national ocwrrency,  and control  over and
Fregrientation of foreign trade in cooperation  with neighboring
mhatos i e Southern African  Development Coordination
Conference (SADCC) . In largs part becauss of SWLAFD' s efforts to
educate the vyouth(4), Namibia has a higher per capita sducated
population than most African countries enjoyed at independence.
The conference participants emphasized, however, the necessity of
research  in all  these aregas to understand  the inherited

institutional constraints  as well as  bthe resource base for

o d

G Which would greatly reduce  and in  some cases eliminate
altogether the profitability of existing capitalist farms, highly
subsidized by the colonial state as well as through cheap labor.

4.  The papers spell out the extent of United RMNations' aid
{mspecially through the United Mations Institute for Mamibia in
lusalal , the neighboring states that house schools for SWARFD
refugees, and Church and international support groups.



imitiating thesse programs.

The corterence appersently cevoted relatively little
sttention to the essential issue of changes required in the law
and state structures, themselves, to formulate and implement the
kinds of post-independence programs suggested. The papers on law
foous  primarily orn international law in relation to the
imposition of colonial rule and the role of  SWAPD. Experience
throughout Africa, however, underscores the necessity of detailed

analyses of the way the colonial state structured control of key

wah or S o3 f the political sconomy to serve  settler  and
transnational corporate interests. Several papers  mention that

the  South  African state  and  transnationals, in recent vears,
ernabled 320-40,000 blacks to enjoy working and living conditions
sxceading those of most Namibians. These will likely seek to
perpetuate inherited institutional structures to preserve the
astatus gquo, resulting in the emsrgence in Namibia - as el sewhere
—- of & new black bureavcratic bourgeoisie. Unfortunately, the
confaerence paid little attention to this critical issus.
Mevertheless, in sum, readers will find in this volume a
umaful  compilation, not only fon study and reference by

interested individuals, but also as rich materials for courses

ralating to the struggle for Third World liberation and development.



