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Western Massachusetts Springfield and Southern New England. Islamic Society of 

Boston, Cambridge (ISB) emerges in the early 1980s and establishes a mosque in 1993 

on Prospect Street. The same year, Quincy Mosque extends into another southern suburb, 

to Sharon, to serve the communities that had settled there. Starting with late 1990s, an 

influx of Somali immigrants fleeing the unstable scene in their homeland start to arrive in 

Boston in increasing numbers. Representing earlier Middle Eastern and South Asian 

immigrants with political Islamist backgrounds, Muslim American Society (MAS) that 

was established nationally in 1993 opens its Boston Chapter in 1999. Smaller mosque 

communities serve the faithful in neighborhoods across Jamaica Plain, Cambridge, 

Malden, and Allston from store front or basement units only to realize their numbers 

grow exponentially faster than their physical locations would ever contain. In the late 

1980s the first idea for an urban Islamic Center in Roxbury starts to crystallize among 

African American Muslim leaders in Roxbury and Dorchester and negotiations with the 

city results in the allocation of an empty lot in Roxbury for development. When finances 

and organizational problems fall short, the Arab and South Asian immigrants of the 

Cambridge mosque fill the gap and the long-stalled idea for an urban Islamic Center in 

Roxbury starts to pick up steam in the late 1990s. But its funding structure becomes 

increasingly more controversial in the aftermath of 9/11 attacks. Simultaneously, the 

early proponents of the idea, the inner-city African American communities, feel side-

lined. Following the horror of 9/11, at a time when most Muslims are precarious about 

what would follow, a local alliance of anti-Muslim group poses a serious challenge to the 

project. After a series of mutual lawsuits between those who label the mosque as being 
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immigrants and their second-generation children. The handful of Muslim students 

studying in the surrounding universities across the sprawling colleges in the city were 

drawn to the Quincy Mosque, first in search of a mosque community, then as potential 

religious advisors. One of these students, Dr. Muzammil Siddiqi, whose engagement with 

the center started in 1962 while he was a doctoral student at Harvard Divinity School 

following his studies in India and the UK served as its assistant Imam from 1973 to 1976. 

He would later become a central figure in the development of Islamic institutions in 

America as the President of ISNA and as the chairman of the Fiqh Council of North 

America, a position he continues to occupy today. 

Masjid Alhamdulillah, or Mosque for the Praise of Allah, opened its doors right behind 

Dudley Square on October 1, 1973. The founders were a group of African-American 

Muslims who had previously organized under Society for the Islamic Brotherhood (SIB) 

which was founded in the 1950s. Located in the historic Dudley Square and surrounded 

by housing projects, the mosque carries the characteristics of the quintessential inner-city 

African American mosque. Similar to many urban centers, however, it has changed 

considerably over the years. Today, a Somali restaurant, Dayib Café, is located under the 

Mosque, along with a bookstore.  



http://www.mosquepraiseallah.com/








https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/294918652.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Mar+6%2C+1994&author=Coleman%2C+Sandy&pub=Boston+Globe+%28pre-1997+Fulltext%29&edition=&startpage=&desc=A+%60DAY+OF+GATHERING%27+ON+SHAWMUT+AVENUE+Area+Muslims+find+peace+in+mosque%27s+day+of+prayer
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/294918652.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Mar+6%2C+1994&author=Coleman%2C+Sandy&pub=Boston+Globe+%28pre-1997+Fulltext%29&edition=&startpage=&desc=A+%60DAY+OF+GATHERING%27+ON+SHAWMUT+AVENUE+Area+Muslims+find+peace+in+mosque%27s+day+of+prayer
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/294918652.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Mar+6%2C+1994&author=Coleman%2C+Sandy&pub=Boston+Globe+%28pre-1997+Fulltext%29&edition=&startpage=&desc=A+%60DAY+OF+GATHERING%27+ON+SHAWMUT+AVENUE+Area+Muslims+find+peace+in+mosque%27s+day+of+prayer
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/294918652.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Mar+6%2C+1994&author=Coleman%2C+Sandy&pub=Boston+Globe+%28pre-1997+Fulltext%29&edition=&startpage=&desc=A+%60DAY+OF+GATHERING%27+ON+SHAWMUT+AVENUE+Area+Muslims+find+peace+in+mosque%27s+day+of+prayer
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/294918652.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Mar+6%2C+1994&author=Coleman%2C+Sandy&pub=Boston+Globe+%28pre-1997+Fulltext%29&edition=&startpage=&desc=A+%60DAY+OF+GATHERING%27+ON+SHAWMUT+AVENUE+Area+Muslims+find+peace+in+mosque%27s+day+of+prayer








https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FeItA_44Rgk




http://robertochao.com/docs/RoxCross1.html


https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405388136.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Apr+2%2C+2001&author=Walker%2C+Adrian&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=BUILDING+ON+A+DREAM
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405388136.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Apr+2%2C+2001&author=Walker%2C+Adrian&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=BUILDING+ON+A+DREAM
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405388136.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Apr+2%2C+2001&author=Walker%2C+Adrian&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=BUILDING+ON+A+DREAM
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405388136.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Apr+2%2C+2001&author=Walker%2C+Adrian&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=BUILDING+ON+A+DREAM


http://isbcc.org/defining_moments/


http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2013/08/hold_muhammad_ali-salaam_honored_in_roxbury.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2013/08/hold_muhammad_ali-salaam_honored_in_roxbury.html




http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/04/23/boston-mosque-radicals/2101411/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/04/23/boston-mosque-radicals/2101411/


https://www.aclu.org/files/pdfs/humanrights/blockingfaith.pdf




http://isbcc.org/your-imam-search-committee/


http://www.investigativeproject.org/211/the-islamists-are-coming


http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/news/1009964/posts
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/24/AR2006032401718.html
http://jonathanturley.org/2014/06/27/federal-court-drops-all-charges-against-dr-sami-al-arian/
http://jonathanturley.org/2014/06/27/federal-court-drops-all-charges-against-dr-sami-al-arian/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/11/13/AR2006111301205.html


http://ajjpboston.org/issues129.htm
http://masslawyersweekly.com/fulltext-opinions/2006/07/24/islamic-society-of-boston-et-al-v-boston-herald-inc-et-al/


http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405008460.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jan+5%2C+2006&author=&pub=&desc=MUSLIMS%2C+JEWS+SPAR+IN+ADS+OVER+MOSQUE
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405008460.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jan+5%2C+2006&author=&pub=&desc=MUSLIMS%2C+JEWS+SPAR+IN+ADS+OVER+MOSQUE
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405008460.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jan+5%2C+2006&author=&pub=&desc=MUSLIMS%2C+JEWS+SPAR+IN+ADS+OVER+MOSQUE
http://pluralism.org/files/wrgb/islam/ISBCC_Controversy_Timeline.pdf


https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405133800.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Sep+15%2C+2008&author=&pub=&desc=Making+peace%2C+and+prayers
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405133800.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Sep+15%2C+2008&author=&pub=&desc=Making+peace%2C+and+prayers
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405133800.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Sep+15%2C+2008&author=&pub=&desc=Making+peace%2C+and+prayers




https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405049283.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Dec+17%2C+2006&author=Radin%2C+Charles+A&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Tension+high+amid+Roxbury+mosque+plan%3B+Muslim%2C+Jewish+groups+at+odds
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405049283.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Dec+17%2C+2006&author=Radin%2C+Charles+A&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Tension+high+amid+Roxbury+mosque+plan%3B+Muslim%2C+Jewish+groups+at+odds
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405049283.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Dec+17%2C+2006&author=Radin%2C+Charles+A&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Tension+high+amid+Roxbury+mosque+plan%3B+Muslim%2C+Jewish+groups+at+odds
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405049283.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Dec+17%2C+2006&author=Radin%2C+Charles+A&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Tension+high+amid+Roxbury+mosque+plan%3B+Muslim%2C+Jewish+groups+at+odds
http://www.masboston.org/files/resourcesmodule/@random4530e03db9309/1194391517_MAS_Boston_Annual_Report_2005_2006.pdf
http://www.masboston.org/files/resourcesmodule/@random4530e03db9309/1194391517_MAS_Boston_Annual_Report_2005_2006.pdf


https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405027332.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+4%2C+2006&author=&pub=&desc=MEDIATING+THE+MOSQUE+DISPUTE+%3B+PANEL+CALLS+FOR+QUIET+RESOLUTION
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405027332.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+4%2C+2006&author=&pub=&desc=MEDIATING+THE+MOSQUE+DISPUTE+%3B+PANEL+CALLS+FOR+QUIET+RESOLUTION
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405027332.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+4%2C+2006&author=&pub=&desc=MEDIATING+THE+MOSQUE+DISPUTE+%3B+PANEL+CALLS+FOR+QUIET+RESOLUTION
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405027332.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+4%2C+2006&author=&pub=&desc=MEDIATING+THE+MOSQUE+DISPUTE+%3B+PANEL+CALLS+FOR+QUIET+RESOLUTION


http://www.supportthemosque.org/files/icpl_proposal_dec06.pdf
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405046493.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Dec+30%2C+2006&author=&pub=&desc=Schools+try+to+patch+rift+in+mosque+project%3B+Roxbury+building+led+to+lawsuits
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405046493.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Dec+30%2C+2006&author=&pub=&desc=Schools+try+to+patch+rift+in+mosque+project%3B+Roxbury+building+led+to+lawsuits
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405046493.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Dec+30%2C+2006&author=&pub=&desc=Schools+try+to+patch+rift+in+mosque+project%3B+Roxbury+building+led+to+lawsuits
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405046493.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Dec+30%2C+2006&author=&pub=&desc=Schools+try+to+patch+rift+in+mosque+project%3B+Roxbury+building+led+to+lawsuits
http://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/content/jewish-groups-back-isbs-day-court
http://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/content/jewish-groups-back-isbs-day-court
http://www.supportthemosque.org/files/history_and_statement.pdf


http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0712/p13s03-lire.html?page=1


http://www.masboston.org/isb/ISBPressRelease.doc
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405064896.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jun+28%2C+2007&author=Abel%2C+David&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=In+Roxbury%2C+a+call+for+religious+tolerance+-+Interfaith+groups+at+mosque+site
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405064896.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jun+28%2C+2007&author=Abel%2C+David&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=In+Roxbury%2C+a+call+for+religious+tolerance+-+Interfaith+groups+at+mosque+site


http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2007/05/31/muslim_jewish_leaders_see_fresh_start/
http://mondoweiss.net/2013/09/how-pro-israel-forces-drove-two-virulent-anti-muslim-campaigns#_edn60
http://mondoweiss.net/2013/09/how-pro-israel-forces-drove-two-virulent-anti-muslim-campaigns#_edn60


http://www.masboston.org/content.php?action=view&id=60&module=newsmodule




http://topic.thephoenix.com/topic/Menino-Mosque/
http://thephoenix.com/boston/news/73192-building-a-dialogue/


http://www.boston.com/yourlife/health/other/articles/2005/12/29/interfaith_leaders_invoke_morality_in_healthcare_debate/?page=full
http://www.boston.com/yourlife/health/other/articles/2005/12/29/interfaith_leaders_invoke_morality_in_healthcare_debate/?page=full
http://www.masboston.org/content.php?action=view&id=238&module=calendarmodule


http://www.masboston.org/content.php?action=view&id=321&module=calendarmodule


https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405157179.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jun+28%2C+2009&author=&pub=&desc=At+mosque+opening%2C+tensions+permeate+interfaith+gathering
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405157179.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jun+28%2C+2009&author=&pub=&desc=At+mosque+opening%2C+tensions+permeate+interfaith+gathering
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405157179.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jun+28%2C+2009&author=&pub=&desc=At+mosque+opening%2C+tensions+permeate+interfaith+gathering
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405168445.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+5%2C+2009&author=Hale%2C+Dennis%3B+Jacobs%2C+Charles&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Leaders+are+extremist
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405168445.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+5%2C+2009&author=Hale%2C+Dennis%3B+Jacobs%2C+Charles&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Leaders+are+extremist
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405168445.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+5%2C+2009&author=Hale%2C+Dennis%3B+Jacobs%2C+Charles&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Leaders+are+extremist
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405168445.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+5%2C+2009&author=Hale%2C+Dennis%3B+Jacobs%2C+Charles&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Leaders+are+extremist


https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405168567.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+5%2C+2009&author=Felsen%2C+Michael&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Trustworthy+community
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405168567.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+5%2C+2009&author=Felsen%2C+Michael&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Trustworthy+community
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405168567.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+5%2C+2009&author=Felsen%2C+Michael&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Trustworthy+community
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/405168567.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jul+5%2C+2009&author=Felsen%2C+Michael&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Trustworthy+community
http://imamjohari.com/imamjohari.com/Make_It_Plain__Podcast/Entries/2009/6/26_The_ISBCC_Opening_Khutbah_Mix_Part_1_6.html
http://imamjohari.com/imamjohari.com/Make_It_Plain__Podcast/Entries/2009/6/26_The_ISBCC_Opening_Khutbah_Mix_Part_1_6.html
http://www.masboston.org/content.php?action=view&id=153&module=newsmodule




https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/312384879.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=May+23%2C+2010&author=Saltzman%2C+Jonathan%3B+Andersen%2C+Travis&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=%60Yours+is+a+peaceful+faith%27
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/312384879.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=May+23%2C+2010&author=Saltzman%2C+Jonathan%3B+Andersen%2C+Travis&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=%60Yours+is+a+peaceful+faith%27
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/312384879.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=May+23%2C+2010&author=Saltzman%2C+Jonathan%3B+Andersen%2C+Travis&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=%60Yours+is+a+peaceful+faith%27
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/312384879.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=May+23%2C+2010&author=Saltzman%2C+Jonathan%3B+Andersen%2C+Travis&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=%60Yours+is+a+peaceful+faith%27
http://peaceandtolerance.org/2012-07-26-13-33-15/the-seventy-rabbis/63-new-england-jewish-community-discussion-on-the-islamist-threat
http://peaceandtolerance.org/2012-07-26-13-33-15/the-seventy-rabbis/63-new-england-jewish-community-discussion-on-the-islamist-threat


http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/05/27/cahill_patrick_pandering_with_muslim_meeting/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/05/27/cahill_patrick_pandering_with_muslim_meeting/
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/347275339.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=May+29%2C+2010&author=Levenson%2C+Michael&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Religious+leaders+unite+to+blast+Cahill
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/347275339.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=May+29%2C+2010&author=Levenson%2C+Michael&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Religious+leaders+unite+to+blast+Cahill
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/347275339.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=May+29%2C+2010&author=Levenson%2C+Michael&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Religious+leaders+unite+to+blast+Cahill
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/doc/347275339.html?FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=May+29%2C+2010&author=Levenson%2C+Michael&pub=Boston+Globe&edition=&startpage=&desc=Religious+leaders+unite+to+blast+Cahill
http://peaceandtolerance.org/docs/rabbis/060410whatpatrick.pdf


http://www.thejewishadvocate.com/news/2010-06-11/Editorials/Rabbis_come_to_the_defense_of_a_colleague_under_fi.html
http://www.thejewishadvocate.com/news/2010-06-11/Editorials/Rabbis_come_to_the_defense_of_a_colleague_under_fi.html
http://peaceandtolerance.org/2012-07-26-13-33-15/the-seventy-rabbis/63-new-england-jewish-community-discussion-on-the-islamist-threat
http://peaceandtolerance.org/2012-07-26-13-33-15/the-seventy-rabbis/63-new-england-jewish-community-discussion-on-the-islamist-threat


http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/03/baca-argues-with-republican-congressman.html
http://chsdemocrats.house.gov/SiteDocuments/20100317103429-84370.pdf


http://www.mastarbiya.org/resources/lighthouse/episode_3/episode.pdf
http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/muslim-leaders-sought-negotiate-accused-bombers-peaceful-surrender/story?id=19023066#.UYNo17XCaSo
http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/muslim-leaders-sought-negotiate-accused-bombers-peaceful-surrender/story?id=19023066#.UYNo17XCaSo






tel:%28800-494-8477






http://www.islamicity.com/articles/Articles.asp?ref=ET0801-3488


http://peaceandtolerance.org/2012-07-26-13-33-42/islamic-extremism-at-northeastern/boston-marathon-bombing-update/136-fox-news-terror-ties-suspects-mosque-under-scrutiny-radical-islam-wake-up-america
http://peaceandtolerance.org/2012-07-26-13-33-42/islamic-extremism-at-northeastern/boston-marathon-bombing-update/136-fox-news-terror-ties-suspects-mosque-under-scrutiny-radical-islam-wake-up-america
http://peaceandtolerance.org/2012-07-26-13-33-42/islamic-extremism-at-northeastern/boston-marathon-bombing-update/136-fox-news-terror-ties-suspects-mosque-under-scrutiny-radical-islam-wake-up-america
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/05/11/imam-william-suhaib-webb-emerges-face-boston-muslim-community-time-crisis/Kd8v0O48vkHSZAnOpYCqOI/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/05/11/imam-william-suhaib-webb-emerges-face-boston-muslim-community-time-crisis/Kd8v0O48vkHSZAnOpYCqOI/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/05/11/imam-william-suhaib-webb-emerges-face-boston-muslim-community-time-crisis/Kd8v0O48vkHSZAnOpYCqOI/story.html
https://muslimmodernists.wordpress.com/


http://isbcc.org/wu-2013-04-19/


https://www.facebook.com/suhaib.webb/posts/10151534321708080
http://www.apnewsarchive.com/2013/Mosque_that_suspect_attended_hosts_prayer_service/id-12a56d88d2a7480fac4d80bca827b6d5
http://www.apnewsarchive.com/2013/Mosque_that_suspect_attended_hosts_prayer_service/id-12a56d88d2a7480fac4d80bca827b6d5
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2013/04/26/boston-muslims-gather-for-friday-prayer-saddened-shaken-indignant/Z5qWRZBdZuJe8llEiNraBJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2013/04/26/boston-muslims-gather-for-friday-prayer-saddened-shaken-indignant/Z5qWRZBdZuJe8llEiNraBJ/story.html


http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/10/27/candidates-address-faith-groups-boston-mayoral-election-nears/morvOV81YUNqbRYbtuIAFJ/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/10/27/candidates-address-faith-groups-boston-mayoral-election-nears/morvOV81YUNqbRYbtuIAFJ/story.html
http://isbcc.org/remembrance-events/






143 

 

 

 

Figure 13: The February 7, 1975 issue of Muhammad Speaks ran a five-page section on 
Temple 11 and its associated business 









http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/05/03/bombing-suspect-body-accepted-worcester-funeral-home-cause-death-released/9vYI3BX11GTQdgWxbvD2TI/story.html?event=event12
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/05/03/bombing-suspect-body-accepted-worcester-funeral-home-cause-death-released/9vYI3BX11GTQdgWxbvD2TI/story.html?event=event12
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/04/us/path-from-social-butterfly-to-suspects-widow-in-hijab.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/04/us/path-from-social-butterfly-to-suspects-widow-in-hijab.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0




http://newafricaradio.com/articles/3-5-76.html


https://marylahaj.wordpress.com/2014/11/11/the-history-of-the-islamic-center-of-new-england/
http://www.newafricaradio.com/articles/3-21-75.html


http://www-tc.pbs.org/thisfarbyfaith/transcript/minister_don_muhammad.pdf
http://www.lamppostproductions.com/?p=4356
http://www.nytimes.com/1983/09/18/obituaries/cardinal-medeiros-of-boston-dies-after-coronary-bypass-operation.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1983/09/18/obituaries/cardinal-medeiros-of-boston-dies-after-coronary-bypass-operation.html
















159 

 

Muslim milieu. My thematic chapters will highlight that alternative perceptions of what it 

means to be a Muslim American and how that identity relates to the transnational forms 

of belonging, developing in conversation with but not always in sync with historical 

development of an institution and the views of its lay and religious leadership. 

  



http://www.sff.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Bay-Area-Muslim-Study-Report_ONBA-Project_WEB.pdf
http://www.sff.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Bay-Area-Muslim-Study-Report_ONBA-Project_WEB.pdf




162 

 

Billerica, with the 1970s and especially after Iranian revolution, several Shia mosques 

and cultural centers become operational across the Bay Area. Starting in the 1980s, and 

especially with the .com boom of the 1990s, the need for skilled high tech professionals 

creates a shift in immigration policy in favor of H1B visas. This period sees increased 

settlement in and near Silicon Valley, spanning South Bay and parts of East Bay, thereby 

creating a sizeable middle to high class Muslim professionals who arrive in the Bay Area 

both from abroad and from across the United States. The emergence of two communities 

in the South Bay, the South Bay Islamic Association (SBIA) in San Jose, and Muslim 

Community Association (MCA) in Santa Clara take place in the early 1980s, followed by 

mushrooming of mosques in Fremont and Hayward axis along the East Bay in the early 

1990s. MCA would purchase the old headquarters of Hewlett Packard in 1994 and move 

in to its current gigantic location at the heart of Silicon Valley. While it would keep its 

older location, which is today called Masjid Al-Noor, the new facility would house its 

Islamic school established in 1988 along with conference halls and prayer rooms. This 

expansion would make it a major hub for the Bay Area Muslim community. In 2013 both 

SBIA and MCA experience another expansion with additional buildings purchased to 

accommodate exponential growth of their communities. The flow of high-tech 

professionals to the Bay Area continues today and has understandably led to the 

misconception that Bay Area Muslims are primarily made up of overwhelmingly upper-

class, prosperous, highly educated Muslim professionals. While this is certainly true for 

parts of the Bay Area, such as in Santa Clara and Marin counties, where average income 
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Figure 28: Professor Seyyed Hussein Nasr addressing first Zaytuna Commencement 
Ceremony 
 
Two of the co-founders, Hamza Yusuf and Zaid Shakir, converted to Islam on the same 

year, in 1977. But the next fifteen years of their life-trajectories would follow paths as 

distinct as their lives pre-conversion, until starting to intersect in the mid-1990s, and 

finally these two men would start their formal collaboration in 2003. Both of them are 

listed among the top 500 Muslims and are incredibly popular across the United States and 

beyond. Below, I examine their life trajectories to shed light on some of the formative 

experiences and travels that has prepared grounds for them to establish a liberal arts 

college where they aim to marry Islamic and Western intellectual traditions and prepare a 

new generation that seeks to create a vibrant, quintessentially American Muslim 

generation that can articulate a new vision for Western Muslim communities. 
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Conclusion 
 

The debates reviewed in this chapter illustrate the shifting and non-monolithic discursive 

landscape about questions of belonging among a diverse set of discursive agents. 

American Muslim leaders and organizations simultaneously react to and discursively 

engage withdevelopments in the Muslim world at the same time as they negotiate the 

relationship between American Muslims and the global umma. As we have seen, the idea 

that American Muslims should focus on local context and political developments seem to 

inform perspectives about cultivating a specifically American Muslim outlook. And yet, 

these localized issues are also frequent sites of disagreement rather than accord. 

Moreover, transnational developments continue to inform the American political 

landscape, especially in the context of post 9/11 securitization of Muslim communities. 

Below, I excavate alternative visions about law enforcement engagement to highlight 

competing visions for the future of American Muslim identity and citizenship in the 

context of discourses in my research sites about American religious pluralism. Informed 

by the preceding examination of the disputes about White House iftars and questions of 

dissent, boycott, and engagement, this section also brings in data from my research in Los 

Angeles.   
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Figure 42: Mustafa Davis shortly after his return from Mauritania.513 

Mustafa Davis later posted the picture above on his Facebook page and reflected on how 

he had met his father in the same Touareg dress Usama Canon described above: 

When I returned home from Mauritania (after several months living in the desert in a tent 

with no running water or electricity) I thought I was a Bedouin from West Africa. My 

father wanted to take me out for dinner. He was waiting for me at the front door with his 

car keys in hand ready to go. I walked down the hall wearing this outfit (plus a Touareg 

                                                           
513 Mustafa Davis, Facebook, July 7, 2015. Retrieved from 
https://www.facebook.com/mustafadavisphotography/photos/a.339200402771013.85388.154569
914567397/988301127860934/?type=3&theater [last accessed july 7, 2015.]  
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Figure 43: [From Right] Usama Canon, Hamza Yusuf and Mustafa Davis at Rihla 2002, 
Abiquiu, New Mexico.519 
 
This was his wake-up call; Shaykh Hamza was calling to check on him. He recalls how 

important this was for him. He lacked a community, a common complaint for converts to 

                                                           
519 Deen Intensive Foundation, Facebook, April 19, 2015. Retrieved from 
https://www.facebook.com/deenintensivefoundation/photos/a.10150089800287121.265773.2873
85547120/10152710880652121/?type=1&theater [last accessed April 19, 2015.]  
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https://www.facebook.com/deenintensivefoundation/photos/a.10150089800287121.265773.287385547120/10152710880652121/?type=1&theater
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