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Ủ૰
ጴࡲ ON THE

CHARACTER

ෘ
A symbol to make you sweat

中国人的竞争意识无所不在，
即使是在两千年前祭神的时候 CURSIVE SCRIPTSEAL SCRIPT CLERICAL SCRIPT

O
nce upon a time, it meant 

I�[IKZQÅKM�NWZ�\PM�OWL[��J]\�
now, ෘ��s3i) is all about 

KPITTMVOQVO�W]Z[MT^M[�\W�JM�
the best we can be. This 

KPIZIK\MZ�IXXMIZ[�_PMVM^MZ�\PMZM¼[�
I�KWV\M[\"�I�NWW\JITT�UI\KP��ፁ൰ෘ 

z%qi%s3i���I�KaKTQVO�KWV\M[\��ጲႜכ
ෘ z#x!ngch8s3i���WZ�M^MV�I�LMJI\M��Ց
ஃෘ bi3nl&ns3i). 

ෘ!is a pictophonetic character    

�ႚำጴ!x!ngsh8ngz#). The top part 

JWZZW_[�NZWU�෗��s3i��ÅTT�QV��NWZ�
pronunciation. The lower part, 

Ԟ��b-i), represents a seashell. You 

UQOP\�JM�I[SQVO�aW]Z[MTN �_PI\�I�
seashell has to do with anything, 

J]\�R]LOQVO�NZWU�[KZQX\[�LI\QVO�
JIKS�W^MZ�������aMIZ[��\PM�TW_MZ�
part is actually two hands holding 

I�XQMKM�WN �[MI[PMTT¸IV�WJRMK\�WN �
OZMI\�^IT]M�\W�\PM�QVTIVL�IVKQMV\[��
1V�WZLMZ�\W�[PW_�ZM[XMK\�\W�\PM�
OWL[��\PMa�_W]TL�WNNMZ�[MI[PMTT[�I[�
[IKZQÅKM[�\W�\PM�OWL[��<PM�WZQOQVIT�
UMIVQVO�Q[�WVM�WN �ZMTQOQW][�XQM\a#�
PW_M^MZ��\PQ[�][IOM�PI[�TIZOMTa�LQML�
WNN �QV�UWLMZV�LIa��WVTa�XZM[MZ^ML�
QV�_WZL[�\PI\�ZMNMZ�\W�ZQ\]IT[�IVL�
WNNMZQVO[��[]KP�I[�ऴෘ��j#s3i), ෘห 

�s3ish9n), and ෘม��s3ish-). 

:W]OPTa�������aMIZ[�IOW��QV�\PM�
Book of  Wei��Ė࿊ກėW-ish$, a 

historical writing recording the 

6WZ\PMZV�?MQ�IVL�-I[\MZV�?MQ�
,aVI[\a�NZWU�� ��\W�������\PM�ÅZ[\�
KI[M�WN �ෘ used to mean contest was 

[XW\\ML��;WUM�[][XMK\�\PQ[�KWUM[�
NZWU�\PM�NIK\�\PI\¸_PMV�NIUQTQM[�
X]\�]X�[IKZQÅKM[��[]KP�I[�OMM[M�
WZ�XQO[¸\PMa�\MVLML�\W�KWUXIZM�
[QbM[�NWZ�JZIOOQVO�ZQOP\[�IVL�[WKQIT�
[\I\][��7\PMZ�\ZILQ\QWVIT�KWV\M[\[�

also include poetry contests, or ෘ
ใ��s3ish~), during the Dragon Boat 

.M[\Q^IT�IVL�TIV\MZV�KWV\M[\[��WZ�ෘ
 ��s3ihu`d8ng), during the Lanternڨࢾ

.M[\Q^IT��
The words ৪ෘ��j#ngs3i) or Բ

ෘ��b@s3i) mean competition. The 

two characters ৪ and Բ�PI^M�
interestingly similar origins that 

KWUXTM\M�\PM�UMIVQVO�WN �ෘ. Both 

WN �\PW[M�KPIZIK\MZ[�IXXMIZML�W^MZ�
3,000 years ago on the oracle bones 

QV�\PM�NWZU�WN �\_W�XMWXTM�[\IVLQVO�

[QLM�Ja�[QLM��\PM�\ZILQ\QWVIT�NWZU�NWZ�
৪!being �!���<PM�LQNNMZMVKM�Q[�QV�
\PM�QLMV\Q\QM[�WN �\PM�XMWXTM�QV^WT^ML��
1V�Բ, the two are a couple, which 

WZQOQVITTa�UMIV\�¹KTW[M�IVL�QV\QUI\Mº��
For ৪��Q\¼[�I�ÅOP\�\W�\PM�LMI\P��
The pictograph indicates that the 

people depicted in ৪ wear shackles, 

IVL�U]KP�TQSM�\PM�\QUM[�WN �IVKQMV\�
:WUM��ÅOP\[�JM\_MMV�XZQ[WVMZ[�_MZM�
I�NI^WZQ\M�XI[\QUM�WN �\PM�+PQVM[M�
ancients. 

Today, ෘ is mainly associated with 

[XWZ\[��)�ZIKM�Q[�ෘಞ��s3ip2o), a car 

race is ෘכ��s3ich8), and a horse race 

Q[��Ja�XIZQ\a�WN �ZMI[WV��ෘக��s3im2). 

For competition related terms and 

XPZI[M[��aW]¼ZM�VM^MZ�_ZWVO�\PZW_QVO�
in more ෘ. Preliminary competition 

is ؛ෘ��ch$s3i���Y]IZ\MZ�ÅVIT�Q[�ް
ෘ��f&s3i���IVL�ÅVIT�Q[�ਦෘ��ju9s3i���)�
championship or tournament is েՔ
ෘ��j@nbi`os3i���TQ\MZITTa�¹I�KWUXM\Q\QWV�
NWZ�I�JZWKILM�ÆIOº��JMKI][M�OZIJJQVO�
\PM�ÆIO�][ML�\W�JM�\PM�[QOV�WN �_QVVQVO�
LZIOWV�JWI\�ZIKM[��<PM�[IUM�XZMÅ`�Q[�

\Z]M�NWZ�^MV]M��IZMI��IVL�\QUM"�XTIaQVO�
ÅMTL�Q[�ෘׇ��s3ich2ng���LQ^Q[QWV�Q[�ෘ൶ 

�s3iq$), and season is ෘल��s3ij#).

*M[QLM[�JMQVO�\PM�J]QTLQVO�JTWKS[�NWZ�
sports words, ෘ alone can be used as 

I�KWUXIZI\Q^M�WZ�Y]IV\Q\I\Q^M�_WZL��
For instance, ኄ૛࠼ޅڦෘॿళ��Zh- 

l@ de f8nggu`ng s3i ji`ngn1n���UMIV[�¹\PM�
^QM_�PMZM�Q[�JM\\MZ�\PIV�[W]\P�WN �\PM�
AIVO\bM�:Q^MZº#�WZ�ኄၵࠝ౓߅ऄ
ܹෘࡗၭअጱ!�Zh-xi8 g$niang g3n hu5r 

s3igu7 xi2ohu6zi.���_PQKP�UMIV[�¹\PM[M�
ladies got the job done better than the 

UMVº��1N �aW]�IZM�PI^QVO�IV�M`\ZMUMTa�
good time, you can describe it as ෘ
ห့��s3i sh9nxi`n���WZ�¹UMZZQMZ�\PIV�\PM�
QUUWZ\IT[º��
<PMZM¼[�IT[W�I�XIZ\QK]TIZTa�NIUW][�KI[M�

WN �KTM^MZ�\ZIV[TI\QWV�_WZ\P�UMV\QWVQVO��
;]J_Ia��\PM�)UMZQKIV�[IVL_QKP�[PWX��
picked ෘ�I[�I�XIZ\�WN �\PMQZ�+PQVM[M�
brand name ෘӥ࿆ (S3ib2iw-i), 

_PQKP�VW\�WVTa�ZM[MUJTM[�Q\[�-VOTQ[P�
XZWV]VKQI\QWV�J]\�UMIV[�¹JM\\MZ�\PIV�
UIVa�W\PMZ�ÆI^WZ[º��- LAO HUANG (ࣜ࿀ू), 
TRANSLATED BY LIU JUE (ିᤣ)  

REGULAR SCRIPT
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