
Boston University

OpenBU http://open.bu.edu

Boston University Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)

1950

A series of units correlating remedial

reading and speech, Nashua junior high

school, Nashua, New Hampshire

https://hdl.handle.net/2144/4885

Downloaded from DSpace Repository, DSpace Institution's institutional repository









Chapt er I 

Select i on of t he Problem 

Scope 

Justificat i on 

Limitations 





Each student having a problem in English because of faulty read

ing habits is recommended. Children w:Lth a language handicap are 

also recommended. The program covers the seventh, eight and ninth 

grade pupils ;mo have an I. Q. of 90 or more . Selection during the 

past year has also been on the basis of parent or pupil asking for 

additional help . 

Students are tested and the area of diffi culty recorded for the 

cumulative records. All tests are given by the remedial readine 

teacher . Progress and tabulation forms are filed in the Principal ' s 

office , plus a duplicate form for the reading teacher . Tests, voice 

recording records , charts and graphs of each child 1 s progress is tabu

lated and becomes a part of the students 1 cumulative record vrhen the 

remedial program has been completed. 

Children are excused from Art , Music or Guidance for the Reading 

Program. The English and it.eading teacher plus the Guidance depart

ment are closely organized and function in unison . 

'This study 1vill cover approximately one hundred students, equally 

divided betvreen grades seven, eight a..."ld nine . 

The visual aids used include a projection machine :for flash card 

drill, speed drill , checking eye span and phrase exercises . Lantern 

slides made by the children or standard slides , voice recordinr_:; ma

ch ine using t he disc record and a moving picture machine . 

School l ibra1:7r , public library and 11 travellingll sets of books 

supplement the library shelf . Work books are used in conjunction 

Yrith t ext books , standard and check tests . 
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r: 
-·' . Many of the candidates are from non- English speaking 

homes. A program to reach the home and obtain parental 

assistance has not been developed. 

6. Bool<:s are not available in the home, and reading or 

correct speech is not encouraged. 

7. Availabl e t e sts and material are scarce and much of 

the material is not of interest to chi l dren of this age . 

8. Motivation of units is difficul t because of the diver-

s ified interests of the groups . 

9. The length of time to eval uate this study should be a 

period of t wo or three years . Therefore this report 

of one year presents onl:l part of the program . 





Chapter II 

History of the Subject 









to best s2rve his needs vmen he is ready to speak or read. 

"As one result of a wi despread adoption of a developmental phi

l osophy, increased attention vdll be given to individual differences . nl 

l r'Trends in AJ;l_erican Instructionsn pp . 256-2S7 

10 













story the children -will enjoy . 

Flash cards or proj ection machine drill pl us oral discussion for 

the purpose of or?,anization occupies the entire period as an inter-

P"rated unit. 
'""' 

Audience reading is encouraged Gnly if the reading teacher is 

certai n i t can be done to show improvement or for class discussion of 

how the y;hole group can benefit. This portion of the program needs 

caref ul guidance. Unkindness, sarcastic remarks or any unpleasantnes s 

must not enter the area of Audience Reading . 

Friday might be reserved to complete 11unfinished 11 Speech Drills , 

read orally any story not finished , free time for reading from the 

library tabl e. Pantomines, outside reading reports read orally or 

favorite speech drills revie;red might f ill the entire period. 

Each pupi l has three reading periods weekly therefore the needs 

of the group must be the clomin2.ti ng f ac t or . 

This plan is merely a guide to the reading teacher, how the pe-

riod can be divided to cover all the areas of corrective speech and 

reading . 







Unit I 

The Happy Prince 

Progress on Reading Road 

Page 246 
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Several periods were devoted to drill on endings. For variety the 

group read orally, 11The Cataract of l..odore 11 by Robert Southey (Drill II) . 

This served to emphasize Rh:y-thm and R'..'"Pre ssion in addition to endings. 

During the reading portion of the period, there was discussion of 

the meaning of these words which vro.s taken from the poem: 

catar act 

caverns 

rocks 

vrrithing 

eddying 

rebound 
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DRILL II 

SPEECH DniLL-OHAL 

This exercise has been used in oral reading to emphasize rhythm 

and expression in addition to endings . 

The cataract strong 

Then plunges along, 

Striking and raging 

As if vrar ·waging. 

Its caverns and roc ks a•·nong; 

11ising and leaping, 

Sinking and creeping, 

S1'IBlling aild sweeping, 

Sho-vrering and springing, 

Flying and flingine . 

Writhing and ringLng, 

Eddying and ·whisking, 

Spouting and frisking, 

Turning and t vdsting, 

Around and around 

Vvith endless rebound . 

Robert Southey, 

11 The Cataract of Lodore. 11 
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Unit II 

The Highvrayman 

Pr ogr e ss on Reading Roads 

Lyons and Camahan 

Page 225 
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Drill I 'ViRS an oral drill to develop Pitch.., Volume, and Expression. 

Again m:L'.leographed sheets were given to each child. The class read each 

phrase orally in chorus, dec i ded word was to be emphasized, and why it 

was discussed. Each child vohmteered t o read a phrase orally and the 

class offered helpful suggestions. For the purp ose of help ing t he 

slovre r child, Drill I l'ffiS used.., serving as a drill on comprehension plus 

exp ression and variety of pitch. While the teacher gave individual at

tention, the pupils used their mimeographed sheets and wrote one syno

nym for each word tmderlined tvvice. 

Corrected drills were always discussed during class; the children 

felt free to comment on con·ections. 
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Test II vras given to the children who did not need individual at

tention. It rm.s mimeographed and used as an independent study. The 

t eacher worked with the slow group while the remainder of the .class 

wrote their tests. Key Words had been taught before in reading and dur

ing the English class periods . 

37. 
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DRILL 2 

Activity for interest, comprehension and appreciation. 

PAHTQIIHNE-PLilY STATUE 

Each student is given a piece of car dboard vr.ith direc-

tions -v;ritten on card. When called upon he comes to the 

front of the room portrays the instructions and the class 

guesses the portrayal. Much interest is aroused and students 

develop conf idence. 

l. The hi;:;h vrayman came riding 

2. Bess plaitins a dark red 

love-knot 

3. Ti.TU, his eyes vrere hallows 

of madness 

4. Dumb as a dog he listened 

5. I shall be back v."i.th the 

yellow gold 

6. He kissed its waves in 

t he moonlight 

7. She twisted her hands 

8. He clattered and clashed 
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Results of the Unit 

An appreciation for poetry, a definite improvement in dictionary 

drill, :iJnprovement in organization as vrell as a definite gain in com-

prehension r esulted. Improvement in skimming and phrasing was also a 

definite gain . 

Enunciation, pronunciation improved, poise, improvement in expres-

sion, variety of pitch also was a very definite result. 







speech yrere noted . Al so a willingness to ac cep t pupil help ,-;as evi

denced. 

11 Dinosaurs 11 appealed t o them because it ·was different and the 

story 1ms adventurou s . Als o the science u..r:tit had been Pre Historic 

Ean and Animals . 
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