
Boston University

OpenBU http://open.bu.edu

Boston University Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)

1954

The personal problems of

seventh-grade pupils.

https://hdl.handle.net/2144/9092

Downloaded from DSpace Repository, DSpace Institution's institutional repository





First Reader: Roy o. Billett 

Professor of Education 

Second Reader: Worcester Warren 

Professor of Education 







CHAPTER 

IV. I TElliS MARKED BY SEVENTH-GRADERS AS NOT TRUE FOR THEM PER-
SONALLY •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1. The Tables•••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
The tables of this chapter•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

V. EXTENT TO WHICH ITEMS IN THE INVENTORY WEHE NOT UNDERSTOOD, 

Page 

118 

118 
118 

WERE SUPPLEMENTED , 1tJERE OMITTED, AND WERE MARKED CONSISTENTLY 145 

1. Items Not Understood•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Number of items not understood•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Types of items not understood ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

2. Supplemented Items•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pupils' own personal problems••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

3. Omitted Items••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Areas in which problems were omitted•••••••••••••••••••• 
Possible reason for omissions••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

4. Evidence of Reliability of the Inventory •••••••••••••••••• 
Use of the supplementary inventory •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Comparison of reactions of pupils to items on both 

145 
145 
148 

148 
148 

150 
152 
152 

153 
153 

inventories••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 153 

VI. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

l. The Tables•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
The tables of this chapter•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

2. Conclusion •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

APPENDI X••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appendix A•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appendix B•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appendix C•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appendix D•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

155 

155 
155 

173 

174 
174 
175 
176 
180 



LIST OF TABLES 

Table Page 

1. Distribution of Pupils According to Intelligence-Quotient 
Level and Sex••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6 

2. Mean and Median Intelligence-Quotients for all Pupils by Sex.. 6 

3. Mean and Hedian Intelligence Quotients of Pupils in Each 
Intelligence-Quotient Level by Sex•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7 

4. Range , Mean and Hedian Time Classification in Minutes Required 
by Seventh-Graders to Complete the Inventory.................. 8 

5. Mean and Median Time in Minutes Required by Grade Seven Pupils 
Classified by Sex and Intelligence-Quotient Level to Complete 
the Inventory••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9 

6. Frequency Distribution of Pupils by Age in Years and Months... 10 

7. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems of Personal Appearance•••••••••••••••••••••• 12 

8. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems of Physical Health and Fitness.............. 13 

9. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems Pertaining to Money......................... 17 

10. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems of Home and FamilY•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18 

ll. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems of School Life•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25 

12. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems of Educational Planning..................... 33 

13. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems Pertaining to Jobs and Vocations............ 36 

14. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems of Peace and War•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 38 

15. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems of Morality, Ethics, Right and Wrong........ 40 



Table Page 

16. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems of Religion••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 42 

17. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems of Boy-Girl RelationshiP••••••••••••••••••••• 45 

18. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems Pertaining to Relations with Other People.... 47 

19. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems of Courtship, Marriage, and Founding a Home •• 52 

20. Percentage Frequency of Mention of Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems Involving HereditY••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 53 

21. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems Involving Leisure, Interests , Activities , 
and Budgeting of Time•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 55 

22. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems Related to Mental-Emotional Health and 
Fitness•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 58 

23. Percentage Frequency of Mention by the Highest and Lowest 
Groups to Problems of Personal Appearance...................... 65 

24. Percentage Frequency of Mention by the Highest and Lowest 
Groups to Problems of Phystcal Health and Fitness •••••••••••••• 66 

25. Percentage Frequency of Mention by the. Highest and Lowest 
Groups to Problems Pertaining to Money......................... 69 

26. Percentage Frequency of Mention by the Highest and Lowest 
Groups to Problems of Home and FamilY•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 71 

27. Percentage Frequency of Mention by the Highest and Lowest 
Groups to Problems of School Life•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 77 

28. Percentage Frequency of Mention by the Highest and Lowest 
Groups to Problems of Educational Planning..................... 85 

29. Percentage Frequency of Mention by the Highest and Lowest 
Groups to Problems Pertaining to Jobs and Vocations............ 87 

30. Percentage Frequency of Mention by the Highest and Lowest 
Groups to Problems of Peace and War............................ 89 













Problem number 82 was written on the blackboard: 

82. My (brother) (sister) is always causing 
me trouble••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 82. ? S M 

It was explained that in the case of such an item the pupil should cross 

out the word that did not apply to his case. In some cases, if both words 

applied, neither was to be crossed out. 

The students' attention was then directed to a supplementary mimeo-

graphed sheet in the last page of the inventory. This supplement was a 

random sample of problems from the regular inventory. The pupils were not 

told that these items were repetitive. They were merely told to mark them 

in the same manner as the items in the regular inventory. 

The pupils' attention was called to page ll of the inventory where 

there was provision for them to write in any serious problem, worry, or 

fear which they might have had and which was not already covered by some 

item in the inventory. 

The pupils were again asked if they had any questions. After all 

points were made clear, they were told to begin and to keep going until 

they had completed both the inventory and the supplementary sheet. They 

were told to raise their hands during the period if they had any ques-

tions. They also were told to raise their hands as soon as they had 

completed all of their work and the inventories would be collected from 

them. 

Observations made during the administration Eeriod.-- The writer 

noted that pupils tended to become tired and restless after about 20 

minutes of work. This, however, seemed to last only a f ew minutes and 



the pupils continued with little evidence of fatigue until they had com-

pleted their work. 
y 

The pupils seemed to be a little doubtful about the use of X. They 

felt that certain problems may have been true for them personally but did 

not bother them, and they wished to know if they should cross them out. 

The writer directed them to cross out any problems which did not bother 

them even if they did apply to them personally. 

The pupils also seemed to be a little doubtful about the use of the 

question mark. They felt if they did not understand a problem in toto, 

they should encircle the question mark. They felt, however, if they did 

not understand a word in a problem that the teacher or the writer should 

define it for them.. They were encouraged to encircle the question mark 

if there was any part of a problem they did not understand. Neither the 

teacher nor the writer defined any words for them. 

The examiner noted that if he had to administer the inventory to the 

same pupils on a second day, many of them had forgotten the directions 

and he had to re-explain them to the group. 

· The pupils' opinions of the inventory.-- After all pupils had com-

pleted the inventory and the supplementary sheet, the writer spent about 

ten minutes talking with them to get their reactions. The following were 

their major comments: 

1. The inventory was too long and tiring. 
2. Some of the items were repeated. 
3. The teachers should take this "test" because they are with 

the pupils all day and will get to know the real problems 
that seventh-graders have. 

!Jsee first page of the inventory, page of the Appendix. 





Table 1. Distribution of Pupils According to Intelligence-Quotient Level 
and Sex 

Sex 

Intelligence- Boys Girls 
Quotient 
Levels Number Range Number Range 

- (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

High ••••.•••••••• 14 120-156 18 120-133 

Middle ••••••••••• 49 100-119 33 100-119 

Low •••••••••••••• 21 65-99 14 65-99 

Total •••••••••• 84 65-156 65 65-133 

6 

Table 1 shows a total of 84 boys and 65 girls. The high intelligence-

quotient .level for boys had a greater range than did the high intelligence-

quotient level for girls. The total range in intelligence quotients for 

boys was 65 to 156 and for girls from 65 to 133. 

Table 2 shmvs the mean and median intelligence quotients for boys and 

girls. 

Table 2. Mean and Median Intelligence Quotients for All Pupils by Sex 

Intelligence Sex 

Quotient Boys Girls 

(1) (2) (3) 

:tviean •• •••••••••• 110 107 

Median •••••••••• 109 110 

-



It is interesting t o note that the mean i ntelligence quotient f or 

boys is higher than the mean intelligence quotient for the girls but the 

reverse is the case for the medians. Neither difference is statistically 

real. 

Table 3 shows the mean and median intelligence quotients for seventh-

graders in each intelligence-quotient level by sex. 

Table 3. Mean and Median Intelligence Quotients of Pupils in Each Intelli­
gence-Quotient Level by Sex 

-
Sex 

Intelligence-
Quot i ent Level Boys Girls 

Mean Median Mean Median 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) -
High ••• • •• • •• • •• • • 130 126 124 123 

Middle • •• • ••••• • • • 110 110 109 108 

Low ••••• •• • • •• • • •• 89 91 87 90 

Both the mean and median intelligence quotients for boys in all three 

levels are greater than the intelligence quotients for girls in all three 

levels. 

Time required by pupils t o compl ete the inventory.-- During the adminis­

tration of the inventory the writer found that seventh-graders required a 

wide range of time to complete it . Table 4 shows the range, the mean, and 

the median time required by boys and girls to complete the inventory. 





Table 5. Hean and Median Time in :Vlinutes Required by Grade Seven Pupils 
Classified by Sex and Intelligence-Quotient Level to Complete 
the Inventory 

--
Sex 

Intelligence- Boys Girls 
Quotient Level He an Median Mean }1edian 

Time Time Ti..me Time 
- (1) (2 ) (3) (4 ) (5) 

High • • . .•• • •••. • . • 45 45 43 41 

Middle •• • •• • • • •••• 55 52 49 46 

Low .• • ••••• •• •• •• • • 59 60 .51 53 

It is obvious from Table 5 that i n this study t he pupils of lower 

intelligence quotient took much l onger to complete the inventory than 

did the brighter pupils. It is also interesting to note that even among 

the low intelligence-quotient level the girls were faster than the boys 

in completing the inventory. However , there was great variation in the 

amount of time taken by both boys and girls at each level. 

The age in years and months of pupils in this study. -- The pupils 

in this study varied greatly in age (Table 6). 



Table 6. Frequency Distribution of Pupils by Age in Years and Honths 

Age in Years and Months Number of Pupils 

(l) (2) 

11-0 to 11-11 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 30 

12-0 to 12-11 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 89 

13-0 to 13-11•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 23 

14-0 to 14-11 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6 

15-0 to 15-11 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 149 

It is interesting to note that over half the pupils ranged in age 

from 12-0 to 12-11. Only one pupil was over 15 years of age. 









Table 8 . (continued) 

' . . 

1-'ercentage Frequency of Mention 
- . 

Problems of Physical 
Total 

Healt h and Fitness 
Total Total 
Boys Girls Group 

:uec-
s M s M s M ile 

( 1) (2) (3) ( 4) ( 5) ( 6 ) ( 7 ) (e) 

18. I'm not as grown-up 
physically as my friends •• 14 7 14 3 14 5 2 

19. Have poor eyesight •••••••• 10 6 14 5 ll 5 2 

20. Have to wear glasses • ••••• 7 7 11 8 9 7 2 

21. Have frequent earaches •••• 7 l 2 3 5 2 l 

22. Can't hear well ••••••••••• 10 4 2 2 6 3 1 

23. Have trouble with my t eeth 39 7 25 3 33 5 4 

24. I'm sick very often ••••••• 11 -- 12 3 11 l 2 

25. Have heart trouble ••••• • •• 4 -- 2 2 3 1 l 

26. Allergic to certain foods 
or substances • • •••• • •••••• 14 4 14 6 14 5 2 

27. Have asthma ••••••••••••••• 2 2 2 3 2 3 l 

28 . Have anemia .••••••••.• • •.• 2 l 2 3 2 2 1 

29. Tire too easily ••••••••••• 21 4 9 2 16 3 2 

30. Often feel light-headed or 
dizzy ••••••••••••••• • ••••• 17 6 14 6 15 6 3 

3l. Have chronic sinus trouble 4 -- 3 -- 3 -- l 

32. I'm constantly nervous •••• 18 4 22 2 19 3 3 

(continued on next page) 





Table S. (concl uded) 

Percent age Ff'equency of Mention 

Total Total Total 
Problems of Physical Boys Girls Group 
Health and Fitness 

s M s M s M Dec 
ile 

( 1 ) (2) (3 ) (4) ( 5) (6) (7) (S) -
46. Don ' t get up as early as I 

should • ••• •• • • • ••• • • • ••• • •• • 23 4 25 3 23 3 3 

47. Don ' t get enough sleep •••••• 25 5 26 6 26 5 4 

4S. Don ' t know whether I should 
smoke • • • • •••• • •••••••• • • ••• • 5 11 0 2 7 7 2 I 

No problem of physical health and fitness goes above the seventh 

decile in frequency of mention. \I[ eight, height , strength, teeth, "nervous-

ness," athletic improvement, and sleep are the most common. The boys appear 

t o be more concerned with problems of strength, body-building, teeth, and 

improved athletic status than do the girls. Problems of sex knovrledge , 

morning fatigue , and lack of sleep seem to be more common for girls . 

Problems pertaining to money.-- Table 9 presents the react ions of 

the pupils t o problems pertaining t o money . Nine problems are included 

in this area . 





No problem pertaining to money goes above the seventh decile in 

frequency of mention. Earning money, lack of possessions, failure to be 

able to do things because of lack of money, and misuse of money are the 

most common. The boys seem to be more concerned about spending or saving 

money than do the girls. The inability to be able to afford things and 

the desire to earn money appear to be of greater concern to the girls. 

Problems of home and family.- Table 10 presents the problems of 

home and family. Seventy-one problems are included in this area. 

Table 10. Percentage Frequency of Mention by Boys, Girls, and the Total 
Group to Problems of Home and Family 

-
Percentage Frequency of Mention 

Problems of Home 
Total Tot al Total 
Boys Girls Group 

and Family 
Dec s }1 s M s M 
ile 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6 ) (7) (8 ) 

58 . Jviy (father) (mother) is 
dead ••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 1 -- 2 2 1 1 

59. My parents are separated •• • 1 4 5 - 3 2 1 

60. I'm adopted •••••••••••••••• 1 4 -- 2 1 3 1 

61. I'm an only child •••••••••• 2 -- 6 2 4 1 1 

62. Hy parents both 1o10rk ••••••• 7 11 12 5 9 8 2 

63. Mother has to work to help 
support us ••••••••••••••••• 6 6 12 -- 9 3 2 

64. My (father) (mother) has 
to work t oo hard ••••••••••• 23 7 14 6 19 7 3 

(continued on next page) 



-11 
Y. ·---

Table 10. (continued) 

l:'ercentage Frequency of Mention 

Problems of Home 

and Family 

( 1) 

65. Have serious illness in 
our family •••••••••••••••• 

66. Parents are often nervous 
and irritable ••••••••••••• 

67. Parents have to give up 
too much for me ••••••••••• 

68. Parents do too much for 
me •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

69. I'd like to be more help­
ful t o my parents ••••••••• 

70. Want to work to help out 
at home but I'm too young. 

71. Have t o depend on my 
parents for money ••••••••• 

72. My family does not . have 
enough money •••••••••••••• 

73. My parents take most or 
all of what I earn ••••••.•• 

74. Parents want me to save 
all I earn •••••••••••••••• 

75. We can't afford a car ••••• 

76. We don't have a (radio) 
(television) set •••••••••• 

-Total 
Boys 

S M 

(2} (3} 

5 

17 

13 

18 

26 

18 

8 

4 

20 

6 

2 

4 

8 

6 

31 

10 

13 

1 

17 

6 

2 

Total 
Girls 

s M S 

( 4) ( 5)_ ( 6) 

9 

12 

22 

31 

46 

26 

31 

9 

2 

26 

3 

2 

6 

25 

8 

8 

3 

2 

7 

15 

17 

23 

35 

21 

28 

9 

3 

23 

5 

1 

(continued on next page) 

Total 
Group 

uec­
M ile 

(7) (6) 

3 1 

2 2 

5 3 

6 3 

28 7 

9 3 

11 4 

1 

1 1 

11 4 

3 1 

2 1 



Table 10. (continued) 

' . . 

l-'ercentage Frequency of Mention 

Problems of Home Total Total Total 

and Family Boys Girls Group 

111ec-
s M s M s M ile 

( 1 ) ( 2) (3) ( 4) ( 5) ' ( 6) ( 7 ) ( e l 
77. 1"-fe need a larger (apart-

ment) (house) ••••••••••• •• 8 6 6 2 7 4 2 

78. We need a better place in 
which to live ••••••••••••• 6 4 3 2 5 3 1 

79. Have no privacy at home ••• 6 5 2 -- 4 3 1 

80. Have n6 place to do my 
homework ••••••.•.••••••••• 6 5 8 -- 7 3 1 

81. Family dislikes me •• • ••••• 5 -- -- 3 3 1 1 

82. My (brother) (sister) is 
always causing me trouble. 24 12 26 2 25 7 4 

83. My (brother) (sister) re-
ceives more attention than 
I do •••• .• •• • • . •••• ••••••• 5 5 5 2 5 3 1 

84. Can't get along with my 
grandparents •••••••••••••• 6 1 3 -- 5 1 1 

85. Parents don't agree about 
many things concerning me. 17 2 15 -- 16 1 2 

86. Parents sometimes embar-
rass me ••••••••• ••••• ••••• 27 4 23 3 26 3 3 

87. Parents treat me like a 
baby or small child ••••••• 8 6 15 5 11 5 2 

(continued on next page) 



Tabl e 10. ( conti nued ) 

' " · 

l'ercentage Frequency of Mention 
I 

Problems of Home Total Total Total 
and Famil y Boys Girls Group 

ruec- .· s M s M s M ile 

( l ) ( 2) ( 3l ( 4) (5) ( 6 ) (?) (a) 

88. Parents worry i f I don ' t 
come di rect l y home from 
school •••• •• •• ••• •• ••• •• • • 31 12 3 5 9 33 11 5 

89-101. One or both of m! 
Earents will not \ 

allow me : 

89. To decide on my future 
occupation • •• • • • ••• • • •• ••• 7 4 3 2 5 3 1 

90. To work part-time • •••• • • •• 10 7 3 -- 7 4 2 

91. To baby-sit • •••• • • • • • •• •• • 10 4 25 11 16 7 3 

92. To stay out as late as I 
would like •••••••••• ••• •• • 24 13 29 5 26 9 4 

93. To have dates •••• •••• •••• • 12 4 17 3 14 3 2 

94. To see any one (boy) 
(girl) too often • • •• • • •••• 6 4 8 9 7 6 2 

95. To go to school affairs 
before or after school 
hours • • •• . ••• •.• • •• •••••• • 5 1 5 3 5 2 1 

96. To be out on school nights 23 17 28 5 25 ll 4 

97. To use make-up • •• ••• ••• • • • 4 5 9 6 6 5 2 

98. To smoke • ••••• • ••••• • • •• • • 5 13 8 11 5 12 2 

(continued on next page) 







Table 10. (concluded) 

Percentage Frequency of Mention 

Problems of Home Total Total Total 
Boys Girls Group 

and Family 
Dec-s l-1: s M s M 
ile 

(1) (2) (3) ill (51 (6) (7) (S) 

122. Sometimes lie to parents 
to be able to do some-
thing • ••• •••••••••••• .••• • 29 2 12 2 21 2 3 

123. Can ' t tell parents when I 
go on a date •••••••••••••• 2 2 6 5 4 3 1 

124. Parents want me to go with 
a(boy) (girl) I don't like 2 -- 3 2 3 1 1 

125. Parents wait up for me 
\'/hen I'm out nights ••••••• g 10 12 5 10 7 2 

126. I'm often afraid to go 
home ••• •• ••••••••••••••••• 6 4 3 -- 5 2 1 

127. I'm thinldng of leaving 
home •••••••••••••••••••••• 6 1 2 -- 4 1 1 

12S. I hate my (mother) (father) 2 5 -- -- 1 3 1 

No problems of home and family go above the seventh decile in fre-

quency of mention. Problems of helping parents, depending on parents for 

money, parental interference in pupil's out-of-school activities, parental 

interference in pupil's use of his own money, trouble with siblings, 

parental disapproval of some things pupils do, and fear of telling parents 

about mistakes, seem to be the most outstanding problems in this area. 

The boys seem to be concerned with problems of parental interference 
















































































































































































































































































































































