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Some of the great military duels of history are designated

as decisive b-ttles. And well are they named. For, a Water-
| 100, has determined the political face of Europe until the pres
' ent time; and a Gettysburg, will be reckoned by Americans as a
i balance in the political scale for half a millennium to come.
i Az there are decisive battles 4n history, so are thelr oruoclal
| periods and epoch making characters. The gge of the Maccabees
| was such a period, and %he gons of Mattathias were such ochar=-
i aoters, That the period was orucial, is seen in the fact that
! Judaiem, out of whioh Christianity was to spring, was fighting
i for 1te 1life; and that the Maoccabees wers opoch making charact-
l exs ie witnessed by the faot that, in their hands, Judaiem was
gaved from déath and made to live for 200 years., Thus, an ap-
|

|
:
|
|
The Miocoabees in History.
' propriate religioug and moral background was preserved for the

‘# coming of Christianity when the time was fully ripe.

| A consideration of the Maccabean period of history might |
{ 1lead us irto yarious channels of thought. It would, no doubt, ¢
| be intevesting to observe the immediate political result of thef
| struggle of the Maccabeses upon the surrounding nations. Again,|
a fruitful field would be found in a contemplation of the ef- |
| feot of the Maoccabean revolt on the Jewish people themselves. |
| But in this paper it is our purpcse to note the significance off
| the Maccabean age in its relation to Christianity. 1

; In order to understand the causes of the Maccabean revolt,|
| it is necessary, briefly, to review the history of the Hebrew
nation from the time of ¢their captivity. About the year 435 g
B.C. the Jews returned from captivity, Jerusalem and the Templej
were rebuilt and the priesthood was once again sstablished.
| Little is known of the nation during this century, beyond the
| fact .that the pecple lived psacefully under the Persian rule,’
| enjoying religious freedom, and goveérned by native chiefs. it |
was in 333 B.C. that Alexander the Great made his aypearance inj
Palestine. Reports of his power daterred the Jews from any |
ideas of resistance. Ambassadors were sent to Alexander who
wore received kindly and Palestine passed without a strfggle
from Persian into Greek hands. All went well until 324 B.C.,
when Alexander the Great died, and Palestine beocame part of the
Apiatic kingdom of the family of Selsucus, reigning in 4ntiocd

[IUnder the earlier Seleuncidae the Jews enjoyed political coneid
! eration and prosperity. But a sad day was coming. For in the
! manipulation of affairs at Antiooj Antiochus Epiphanes beoame

! King in 176 B.C. X



Antiochus had been killed in Egypt, Jason with a large party
|

At this very time the internal dissension of the Jews drew
attention tc¢ theirx affairs. The High Priest, Onias, died and
was suoceeded by his brother Jason. Onias eleo 1eft a son
named Onias, and had a third brother named Menelaus, and these
two became oclaimants for the office of High Priest. Antiochus
tock ur the cause ¢f Menelaus and 4n 172 B.C. inetalled him as
High Priest. The feeling was bitter, and upon hearing that

|imprisoned Menelaus. Unfortunately for the Jews, Anticohus had
not been killed, and on hearing of Jason's revolution at Jer=-

lusalem, advanced on the city and was adritted by the faction of
Menelaus., A general massacre of the inhabitants ensued. Pub-

1

lic buildings were burnt, the Temrle desecrated and many Jews
carried off and sold in Antioch. Menelaus was again installed
as High Priest, and Jason fled to Egypt.

i
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: Such is a brief resume of the events from the captivity to
'the eve of the Maccabean revolution. (435+168 B.C.). Having
fnarrated the history 1eadin% up to the Macocabeeg, we may now
glance at the social and religicus condition of thse Jewish pec-
‘ple at this time.

"¥o neither inhadbit a maritime country, nor do we delight
in merchandiee, nor in such a mixture with other men as arises
from it; but tﬁe cities we dwell in are remote from the sea,
and having a fruitful country for our habitation, we take pains
to cultivate that only. Our principal care is thise-t0 educate
ocur children well, to observe the laws that have been 2eldaoxod|
given us and to keep those Fules of riety that have been deliv-|
ered down to us.® BSuch 1s the desoription Josephus gives of :
Jewish life in his own time. If such an account represents the,
national 1ife in his day, 1t must evidently apply still better |
| to the less advanoed civilization of the earlier pericd now un=-|
|der coneideration.

|
j

|
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One remarkable pecnliarity of the sooial system of the
Jews was the entire absence of the middle olass. At this time
the nation seems to have been divided into two classss~-the
educated and the ignorant. The priests and the dwellers in
towns and cities belonged to the former; while the dwellers in
ivillages and rural communities belonged to the latter. The upe
i per clags traced their genealogy to the time of the destruction
of Jerusalem by Nebuochadnezzarand referred to the lower ,class
with contemrt. The lower class or “ignorant,® consisted, prob-|
ably, of the descendants of the aboriginal Canaanite population|
tmixed with other elements. This class was imposed uron by the
igthgr and had little to hore for, from the politioal order then
i 411 XOYCO.
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The central idea of Sewish government, religious and oivil
i and of Jewish education, moral gr intelleotual was the fulfile




ment of the Law. Government meant enforcing the Law. The com-
mands of Moses formed the standard by which the value of every= |
thirg, moral, political and religious, was to be measured. '

. The Jewish method of government eecemed to be the develop-
ment of a syster of councils formed from the elders and most
distinguished local oitizens. The smaller counoils were loca-
|ted in the various towns and cities throughout the land and
conglsted of twentyefour members. The principal Council, the
+Sanhedr1n, sat in Jerusalem and consisted of seventyeone mem=
1

bers. “Men of every class, high or low, rich or poor, priest
jor layk, were eligible, 4f qualified by a reputation for saga=
loity and knowledge of the Law,® o

'L The education of the young was, as Josephus tells us, %he
ifirst care of the Jews. This same sentiment is expressed else
iwhere in Hebrew literature. But by education was understood
isimply the teaching of the Law of Moses. &4 Jewith ohild
iloarned to read the X Holy Books at eight years of age. This
teducation was, however,confined ¢c the upper olass, and could
ibe obtained only in placss where schools and teachers existed.
IThe children in the rural distriots and far off villages must
ave grown up In ignorance.

fL " All the schooling was direotly conneoted with the relige
cus service of the people and lacked evezything similar ¢o the
liberal arts of the rresent day, Solenae formed no part of the
prthodox education. The study of Greek, or any foreign tongus,
ras discouraged by the teachers. Art and even music made no
iwrogress and poetry alone was unhampered by national prejudice.

It is imposseible to 1ay too much stress on the religicus
plde of Jewish life. For religion formed the very essence of
the lives of the peorle. Every earthly consideration was made
subserlvient to that of following the commandments of the Law.
gven danger and death were cheerfully suffered rather thap ine
fringe the observance of the Law. Twice every year severy male
yew was commanded to go to Jerusalem. %There were many rolig-.
pcus festivals. In April the Passover was observed., At the

bnd of May the Feast of Weeks was celebrated and in Ootober

pame the Feast of Tabernacles. To these must be added the Feast
pf Purim, celebrated in March, There were other escondapy obw
pervances and religious exercise& which we cannot here méntion.
§n faoct, there was a complete subordination of everything o the
ieli lous. The religious duties formed the main employment of
the Jewigh life among the higher class.

Such is a brief summary of the soofal and religions condie |

tion of the Jewish nation at the beginning of the Maoccabean 1

age. But in order to better understand the age, we must take
3
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Just one glance at the religious parties of the time.
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Yhen the Jews returned from captivity they found their ~
land ocoupied by a mixed Semitio people. It was the party head|
ed by Ezra and Nehemiah whioh first advocated separation frem
those of mixzed descent. The party of separatists was at first

i small. The rulers and the majority of the nation were content
ito take things as they were. But gradually the Puritanical

| spirit increased the numbers of the separatists until they

i became more powerful than the original ruling party. These two
i parties were well defined in 176 B.C., The separatists demanded
| isclation; those who were content maintained that such a course
liwas not practical. The one repudiated anything foreign and de-
imanded a subordination of everything to the religious; the

| other totk kindly to innovations and perceived a distinction

| between the secular and the religious. Later. these parties be=
i came the Fharisses and Sadducees.

The Hebrews had dwelt in many lands and were tinged with
jmany customs and beliefs; but thrcugh it all they maintained
'their religion and morals. However from $he time of Alexander
lthe Great, there came to the Jews a new influence, more power=
jful, because more attractive, than any force they had encounte
jeTed in all their checkered histery. It was the Greek culturs,
iknown as Helldnism. The toleration of Alexander had brought
Jew and Gentile into new and friendly relatione. 4 silent reve)
clution was taking place in Jewish thought and habits. The ine-j
flnence of Greek culture was be§in1ng to be felt not only in
Egyrt and Syria, among the forelgn Jews, but even in Palestine
land the Holy City itself. A gymnasuim had been established in |
iJerusaler and Greek festivals began to be celebrated throughout j
|Palestine, and were attended by Jews, Some of the prissts on
jone occasion cast aside thelr sacred robes and ccntended for
iporular aprlause in the Greek game of Discus.

!

| Or such innovations the orthodox looked with ruch horror. |
| For every practice not based on the Law must be spurned. To thé
|pious Jew, these things were i1l omens and they beheld them
jwith strange emotions.

. ‘This was the situation when Antiochus Epiphanes came to
ithe throne in Antioch. Had he been content to leave the, Jews
to themselves, and had he given time for the gradual spﬁ%ad of
|[Hellenism, whioch was then begining to sap the very foundations
jof Judaism, the history of the world must have been materially
modified and the basis on which Christianity was first founded
might, perhaps, never have been consclidated. But Antiochus
could not wait. He muet Hellenize the Jews at once.

At this time thers was a smgll but zealous party already
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referred to, which opposed the enorouchments of Helleniem, and
would preserve the fradition of "separation® handed down from

| Ezra, This party demanded a rsturn to the strictest and most

| 1iteral interpretation of the Law and the entire repudation of .
| everything derived from the ocuter heathen world. This party

| ohly required leaders to rally it, and a persscutor to fan the

flare of its zeal. The persecutor was Antiochus Epiphanes;
the leaders were the Maccabean brothers.

‘ Such briefly, was the 1ife, manners ocustoms, national feel
ing and history of the Jewlish people. from the captivity to the
Maocoabean age. It was then that the savage Antiochus formed
the rash projeot of destroying all that was distinctively Jew=- |
ish among the people of Palestine and inangurating a complete
Hellenistio schedule. He judged the temper of the people, no
doubt, from the renegade Jews whom he had encountered at Anti-

ook, He understood neither the attachment with which the major-

|

|

ity of the nation regarded their ancient Law, nor the stubborn
courage and endurance of which the Jews were capable.

! So, learning of the quarrel among the canidatess for the
joffice of High Priest, Antiochus detached a party under one of
ihis officers, &ppolonius, to go to Jerusalem, Apploniue was

| instructed to colleot taxes, and to put down by stringent meas-
ures every dietinguishin% Jewish ocustom. Cirocumcism was for-
(bidden, the Sabbath was to be desecrated, the copies of the Law|
to be collected and burnt, the Jews to be forced to eat swine's|
!flesh, and the Tem?le t0 be desecrated by foreign worship and |
| re~consecrated to Jupitor Olympus. :

f Appolonius entered Jerusalem peacefully, but when once es-|
| tablished his cruel edidt fell 1ike a thunder bolt on the na= |
1tion. A terrible gersecution followed., Women who had dared to]
| ciroumcise their children were tortured and paraded with their |
| rurdered infants hanging round their necks. Aged men were put |
’to cruel and lingering deaths. Blood flowed 1like water inm the !
!streets of Jerusalem and for a moment the policy of Antiochus i
triumphed. 1Incense was burned at pagan altars in the streets
of the clty., A oitadel wae erected in the lower oity. And on
the 16th of Chislew, an i1dol altar was ersoted in the Témple t
Court. Some days latsr sacrifices of swine were offered on thid
laltar and a statue erected and conmsecrated to Jupiter Olympus.

{ The Jewish ritual was abolished and Greek rites substityted for
{it. Thus, in the pathetic language of the Chronioxler, "Her

i sanctuary was laid waste 1like a willderness; her feasts were

| turned into rourning, her Sabbathe into reproach, her homor in-
to contempt. 4And there was very great wrath on israel.”

Although Jerusaler was the first to suffer from this vio-
lent decree, it was not there that the desperation of the Jews
6
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first lent them courage to resist. The same ediot went to p
every town and village in the land. It would seem that the |
Hellenists were in the majority at the capital, and consequent- |
ly the desoree was put into effect. But, the views and habits !
of the ccuntrymen were entirely different from those of the ed-|
ucatsd city inhabitants. Those who dwelt in the rural distrilcks)
had, no doubt, adhered with much greater loyalty to the anoient
oustoms and beliefs of their fathers and there it was far more
jdifficult to oarry out the resolution of Antlochus.

] About twenty miles porth of Jerusalem lay the little town
{of Modein. In this quiet little village lived Mattathias an
iaged priest; and when trouble came, he with his five sons withe
drew to this quiet retreat. They ﬁad not been there long when
tan officer appeared for the purpose of estadblishing the new
theathen worship., The old priest was asked to set the example
lof compliance with the kings command, by making the first heae
tthen sacrifice on the newly erected altar. Mattathias flatly
refused in the following words: ?If all the pations that are
funder the kings dominions obey him and fall away every one fromf
ithe worship of their fathers, and give consent to his command- |
iments; yet will I and my sone and my brethern walk in the cov- |
i enant of our fathers. God forbid that we should forsake the |
law and ordinances. We will not hearken to the king's words toh
go aside from our worship sither to the right hand or to the |
left.® He had scarcely ceased speaking when an apostate Jew |
stepped forward to make the sacrifioce. Mattathiag in an instant
fhad killed him. Then turning upon the king's agent, he also !
Istruck him down beside the altar, and ordered the aitax immed~ |

iately broken to pieces. !

This deed of Nattathlas was really the beginning of the |
l

MHaccabean revolt. It was a call to arms, and the iniation of |
one of the bravest and noblest struggles for religiocus and po= |
litical freedom in all history. MNattathias with his sons and |
immediate followers fled ¢o the mountaine where a guerrilla .
warfare was maintained for a time. In 167 B.C. Mattathias died ||
and Judas Maccabaeus becare the leader of a emall but resolute |
and united band of enthusiaste, who were determined not only to|
iresist the tyranny of Antiochus, but to free their brethern
| from both the Greeks end the Hellenistec Jews, and to rewostab-|
| hlieh the independence of the nation. ' , |
i To the unprejudiced observer, this brave resolution appearJ
jnobls but futile. For a subject nation, divided within itself,
1to attempt to rescue and reestablish a political and ecclesiace
{tical system which had already fallen into decay, would seem to
ibe the height of folly., The more hopeless would the struggle
j appear when viewed on the background of the great Seleucid kingd
|dom. Without a stronghold, the 6I.Ielocxabeees went forth to meas‘ure

-
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!arms with the king of Antioch. With nothing but courage and

| £aith in their ocause théy dared ¢o.flaunt the banner of defi-
i ance in a kings face., Evary day added followers to their l1it-
tle band. Army after army was sent against them only to be
tricked and then defeated, Stron%hold after stronghold was
taken. It is true that brother after brother fell heroically,
but the next always took his place; until at the end of four
Idecades the banner of the Macoabees floated over the Holy City,
| the cohorts of Hellenism had been driven back into the darkness
| from vhence they came, and the Jews again enjoyed both their
jreligious and political independence. The world has rarely
| seen such a spectacle, and we may dotibt 4f history will be per=-
|mitted to record another. The golden daye of Joshua and David
| furnish no comparison in heroiem and fortitude. Hellenism hed
j conquered every people and religion with which it had come into
| contact. But here in the hille of Palestine it encountered a
;people and religion furnished with the breath of Jehovalh the
jeternal God. This it failed ¢to oonquer; and in turn was cone

|

j quered by Christianity, the child of.Judaism.

| AS we said at the beginning the Maccabean age was crucial. |
jJudaiem was on frial for its life, and on the issus of the Mac=-|
| cabean revolt depended the sooiety that should exist 4n Pales- p
| tine when the Christ should come, If the Maccabses had failed |
jand the onward maroh of Hellenism had not been checked, it is |
jdifficult, humanly epeaking, to ses how Christianity could have |
|been born. Though Judaism itse1f was cold, formal and lifelessg
| though 1t revealed woeful mistakes, and exhibited the hopeless=
iness of 1ts most fasinating hopes; though it was, really, les |
|gality gone mad: yet it was far superior to Hellenism as a mor= |
fal and religious ground for receiving the seed Christ was to f
jeow. Humanly speaking, Judaism was needed and the Maccabees i
jepared it to posterity. ﬁ

i But, some one asks, ®"why do you prefer Judaism to Hellen-
|ism? Is not our whole culture and oiviligation today based np-
on Hellas and what that favored race gave to mankind?® To the
isecond question we answer, yes., But at the time of whioch we
lare speaking, Greece itself had long passed its Golden Ags, its
tintetlectnal and political meridian, It no longer had any{hing
|to offer that was worth the taking.
l .

; The case of the Greeks shows very olearly whither a pivili-
(zetion leads whioch laoke veligious and moral foundation ‘and is
isclely a product of the unrestrained human spirit. With Greek
fintellectual perfection went hand in hand ®a moral decay whose
dreadful depths could not be hidden even by the roses that i
[£lourished on the edge of the abyss.® Cornill eays, "Aside

from the sole shining figure of Epaminoudas, who as a Bosotian ;
jwas a semi=boor in the eys of every genuine Hellene, Greek hist

? |
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ory from the end of the Peloponnesian War to the time of Alex-
ander the Great presents & ¢ruly depressing pioture of abject=
'ness and worthlessness. Very soon the average Greek had of
oivilizaticn only moral decay, of culture only conceited arro=
gance.” The Greeks did indeed carry a specles of civilization
tc the east, but.they aleo carried moral degeneration. Where-
ever Hellenism went, frivolity, skepticism and moral laxity ac~
cempanied it, which was more repulsive under its veneer of cule
|l tuze than barbarism itself,

| Hellenigm was euoch a force, and it was this force that
Judaiem met in mortal combat. It ig¢ indesd true, that there
wag a certain charitableness and liberality in Hellenism which
4¥3°t0 be desired. Judaiem was, on the other hand, cold and une
charitable. But {n spite of i%e defects, Judalem possessed a
morality ennobled by religion, and a religion manifested in
|morality which was needed for the coming Kingdom. It only
ineeded tc b8 cleansed of fts narrow legality and pebaptized by
divine sympathy and love; and thig Oleansing and baptism Juda=-
iem received at the hands of Jesus of Nagareth, With this To=-
generation, snd with the Messianic hope, Judaism took a néw
Iname and went oh ite way to conquer the world 4n the name of
Chrietianity. And while Christianity has bsen marching-on for
2000 years, Hellenism has bsen slumbaring in ths tomb of death

for twenty centurles. Had Antiochus Epighanes stamped out the

Jewish faith, no such development as Christianity would have
iresulted. Had the Macoabees iacked the genius or courage X
'through which they triumphed, the lesgsons of love and duty
'taught by Chriet would, humanly speaking, never have bsen pro=~
claimed to the world.
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