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.According to Renner, "The geographer believes that our real problem 

is not one of regulating air power or controlling the atom bomb, but one of 

mastering our global geographic relationships before we destroy lruman 

soeiety through outmoded and impossible provincialism. 11 1./ 

Gilland, too, expresses the importance of geography to the people o:f 

the present day world when he says, "Today, especially in secondary schools 

and colleges, students should have the opportunities to learn the present 

and potential geograpey of their own country and the various places of 

world geography, and to apply their geographic understandings in the 

analyses and solutions of local, national, and international problems. n&./ 

James sees the importance of geograplzy' when he says, "A democracy 

survives only on the basis of an educated electorate; when a democratic 

people must adopt basic policies in a world of intimate international con

tacts, such a people must be able to think geographically or perish. 11 J../ 

Sahli recognizes the implied values of geography when he states, 

"Geography, which can fortunately be very human in its social implications, 

is an important means tor developing tolerance and promoting understanding. 

Although the ultimate object in teaching geography is to help in producing 

1. Renner, George T., "Geography as a Field of Knowledge," Social Education, 
vol.ll, November, 1947, p.295. 

2. Gilland, E.G., "Today, Tomorrow, but Surely Sometime," Sch9ol Science 
and Mathematics, vol. JJ3, January, 1948, p. 70. 

3. James, Preston E., "Developments in the Field of Geography, and their 
Implications for the Geography Curriculum," Journal of Geogr§mh.y, vol. 
46, September, 1947, p.22l. " 
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prating, and constructing both maps and graphs, important skills in the 

study of geography. 

Another advantage of the workbook is that it makes use of the geograp 

of the local community as commercial workbooks seldom do. Jensen claims that 

"The home community has great value as an aid in attaining the objectives of 

geographic education, for it is in the community that the facts and inter

relationships of geography may be observed directly. There geography comes 

alive.'" 1./ 

It should be noted that, while the teacher should use his own dis

cretion based on his knowledge of the abilities and interests of his class 

in assigning exercises in the workbook, care has been taken to include a . 

variet,y of optional activities at the end of each unit so that individual 

differences in abilities and interests may be considered and provided for. 

Fbley 6./ and Stacey J./ analyzed the preferences of sixth grade children 

for social studies activities. Their findings indicate that the activities 

found in this workbook, with the exception of suggested reports, should 

appeal to the majority of the students who will use them. 

A bibliography accompanies each unit, suggesting supplementary read-

1. Jensen, J. Granville, "The Home Community, " Geographic Approaclle s to 
Social Education, the Nineteenth Yearbook of the National Council for 
the Social Studies, Washington, D.c., 1948, p.l76. 

2. Foley, Harriet M., "Preferences of Sixth Grade Children for Certain 
Social Studies Activities," Unpublished master's thesis, Boston Univer
sity, School of Education, 1951. 

3. Stacey, Grace R., and others, "An Analysis of the Likes and ·Dislikes for 
History and Geography of 3360 Sixth Grade Children, " Unpublished master's 
thesis, Boston University, School of Education, 1951. 
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ing and possible reference books which might be helpful. These biblio

graphies supplement those given in the text itself. In selecting the 

bibliographies the writer found a vast variety of materials from which to 

choose . but, to make the list more practical, limited his selections to 

those items which were immediately available, or were highly recommended 

for inclusion in a school library. 
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9. 

UNIT I 

UNJ?ERSTANDnm GIJJBAL PATTERNS 







Africa? 

d) Do you think the topography af'f'ects the population of this 

region? 

'ley or why not? 

10. Arrange the items in Column I in the blank spaces in Column ll in the 

proper order to show how travel bas progressed £rom ancient times to 

today. 

I II 

l) Sail boat 1) --------------

2) Travel by horse 
2) ____________ __ 

3) Steamship 
3) ______ _ 

4) Travel by plane 
4) ______ _ 

5) Travel by foot 
5) _______ _ 

· 6) Canoe 
6) ______ _ 

ll. Your geograpey vocabul.ary. Give your definition of the folloll'ing 

words and phrases as used in the chapter you have just studied. 

a) Global patterns 

b) Sparsely populated 

c) Density of population 

12. 



·WHY MEN LIVE WHERE THEY DO 

1. GiTe five reasons wb;,y' few people live in mrthern Canada. 

a) ---------------
b) ______ _ 

c) ----------------

d) ---------------

e) --------·--------
2. The Yangstze lowland can support a large population. Give three 

reasons .for this. 

a) ----------------

b) __ ----------

c) --------------------

3. Arrange the following items in order of' their occurrence to explain 

bow England has grown .from a small island to become one of the leading 

nations of' the ' world. 

a) Use of coal as a fuel 1.-----
b) Many people making a ll ving in maey 

different ways 

c) Commerce 

d) Maittlfacturing 

e) A few people living by farming 

2.-----

3.----
4.-----
5.-----

4. Name seven .factors which make up our na iural enviromnent. 

1.------
2.------
3. ______ _ 

7. 

4.-------
5.--------
6.--------
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5. Name four factors which are included in the term climate. 

1. ---------------- 3. ----------------

2. ---------------- 4. --------------
6. Explain how man's natural environment inf'luences his activities as 

shown by: 

a) Buildings 

b) Food 

c) Clothing 

d) Occupation 

7. Your geograpcy vocabulary. Give your definition of the following words 

and phrases you have used in studying this chapter. 

a) To cultivate the land intensively 

b) Isolated 

c) Distribution 

d) Environment 

e) Cultural environment 

f) Natural environment 

g) Topograpey-

h) Cll'Owing season 

14. 



MAN LIVES IN A CHANGING ENVIRONMENT 

1. In the first column list five natural forces causing changes in our 

environment, and in the second column tell how they change our environ-

ment. 

I n 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

2. In the first column are listed ways in which man is altering his en

vironment. In the second column tell how his environment is changed 

by these activities. In the third column tell whether the change is 

helpful or barmtul, and why. 

I II ni 
a) Ir.rigation 

b) Drainage 

c) Mining 

d) Deforestation 

e) hrming 

15. 



3. In the first column list the three types of erosion described in your 

text, and in the second column tell what causes such erosion. 

I II 

a) ----------------------
b) ----------------------
c) ____________________ __ 

4. Give four methods which 11187 be used to combat erosion. 

a) c) -------------------
b) d) _______ _ 

16. 





7. Where the people are :forced to depend on the :food they grow themselves, 

they do not have a wide --------

8. Climate and weather a:f:fect transportation in ID8.1V ways. Perishable 

goods must be protected f'rom • A large part o:f 

the expense in maintaining the roadbeds o:f railways and higllways is the 

result o:f damage or wear by the--------· 

9. ------ or ------ caused by heavy rain may block railroad 

or highway traf':fic. 

10. Farmers, too, are a.t:fected by the weather. A----------

may delay the planting o:f crops; wheat crops, ready for harvest, may be 

ruined by ; a long-continued reduces the 

yields of all crops; a series o:f -------- may make grasa

mppers multiply 1n numbers. 

11. Business is also concerned with climate and weather. Architects and 

require climatic information in order to de

sign their plants and install heating and air-conditioning equipment. 

Manufacturers o:f and -------- need advance 

knowledge o:f temperatures and humidity. 

12. Evidence that we have gathered from Europe and North America as :far back 

as 180 A.D. seems to show that climate does----- over the een-

turies. However, records that have been kept do show that within a 

lifetime there are no violent in climate. 

II. De:fine the :following l'IOrds which should become part of your vocabulary. 

1. Precipitation 

2. Humidity 

18. 
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UNIT II 

THE TROPICAL RAINPOREST 



LIVING IN THE TROPICAL RAINJroREST OF AMAZONIA IS DIFFictmr 

1. Study the map in Fig. 46. Then on your outline map ot the world shade 

in the rainforest regions. Make a key to explain your shading. 

2. In . a sentence or two describe the Amazon raini'orest. 

3. This rainforest is the result of ___ , ____ , and-----· 

4. IDeate lquitos, Peru on the map on p. /J3. Study Fig. 49 which shows 

the average monthly temperatures and precipitation of Iquitos. 

a) What month ·has the highest average temperature?------

b) What is the highest average temperature? 

c) What month has the lowest average temperature? 

d) What is the lowest average temperature? 

e) What month has the highest average precipitation? ____ ..,. 

r) What is the highest average precipitation? 

g) What month bas the lowest average precipitation? -----

h) What is the lowest average precipitation? 

1) What is the total precipitation for the year at 

Iquitos as shown on the chart? 

j) How do you find the average temperatm-e tor a day? ____ _ 

k) From a newspaper get the necessary information and 

f'igta"e the average temperature in Hartford yester

day. What was it1 

1) Compare this with the average temperature tor the 

JOOnth of October in Iquitos. What is it? 

24. 





Aboreal Animals Ground Jnimals Insects 

7. Wl:ly are these animals of no use to the people who ll ve in the rain

forest? 

a) 

b) 

8. Study Fig. 5 in your text. 

a) What is the greatest density of population in Amazonia? ___ _ 

b) Where is the population greatest? ------------

c) What is the reason for this? 1. -------------

2. 

9. Arrange the following races and nationalities of the people liVing in 

the Amazon rainforest in order of their numerical importance. 

Indians 1. 

Portuguese 2. -------

Spaniards 3. ------

Americans 

Negroes 

4.------
5.------

26. 



10. The Indians, the natives of Amazonia, gt"OW their own .food in small 

clearings in the jungle. The work in the gardens is done by the 

_____ , while the men spend their time ------· The most 

important crop which the Indians grow for their own use is ----·7! 
which we know as tapioca. 

ll. Why is the soil in the rainforest regions easily exhausted? 

12. The white man is interested in the Amazonian rainforest and is slow]Jr' 

penetrating it because -------------------

-----------------------------------------------------· 
1,3. What part is the airplane playing in opening up the Amazonian rain

forest? 

14. Complete the following chart of the important cities of this region. 

Cit:v Lo_ea_tion Whv ... _ ·-'- t 

'RAlAm (Para) . 

11L.-

... -'-
."l:nU 

15. Other regions of South and Central AJnerica also have a rainforest 

climate. 'llley are listed in the first colunm below. In the second 

column write the name of their product which is valuable to the world. 

I II 

Brazil 

Colombia. 

Ecuador 

Central America 

Zl. 



16. On your map of South America locate and label I 

a) Brazil h) Atlantic Ocean 

b) Bri tiah Guiana i) Pacific Ocean 

c) Dutch Guiana j) Caribbean Sea 

d) French Guiana k) Amazon River 

e) Colombia l) Belem 

f) Ecuador m) Santarem 

g) Peru n) · P.Bnaos 

17. Shade in the rainforest region of South America on this lllllP, and make 

a key to explain your shading. 

18. On your map of North America locate and labela 

a) Atlantic Ocean h) Ibnduras 

b) Pacific Ocean i) Nicaragua 

c) Gulf of Mexico j) Costa Rica 

d) Caribbean Sea k) Panama 

e) Mexico 1) Dominican Republic 

r) Guatamala m) Haiti 

g) British Honduras n) Puerto Rico 

19. On your map of North .America shade in the rainforest region and make 

a key to explain your shading. 

20. Define the following words, and use each one in a sentence that is 

related to the material that you have studied in this chapter. 

a) Lianas 

b) Aboreal animals 
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c) Manioc 

d) leach 

e) Tributary 

t) Precipitation 

g) Vegetation 

29. 







II 

g) aopoldville o) Mldagascar 

h) Belgian Congo 

3. On your map of Africa shade in the areas which have a rainforest 

climate and make a key to explain your shading. 

32. 



IN TEE ASilTIC RAINR>REST THE PEOPLE AND TEEm WAYS OF LIVING 
VARY GREATLY. 

1. Place a check mark before each item below that describes the topo-

graphy of the Asiatic rainforest. 

a) Deltas e) Penineulas 

b) Chastal plains f) Isthmuses 

c) 1\buntains g) Large rivers 

d) Plateaus h) Islands 

2. Java has a deep rich soil which is the result of 

3. The islands of the Philippines and the East Indies are actually the 

tops of -------------------------------------------------

• 

4. The heaviest rains in those islands lying north of the equator occur 

in what months? --------------------------

5. In what months does the rainy season south of the equator occur? 

------------------------------------------------------· 
6. Forest products use.t"ul in industry are: 

7. The following peoples and races are found in the .Asiatic rainforest: 



8. The great variety of people and languages found in this region is ex-

plained in two ways: 1. ______________ _ 

2. _________________________ __ 

9. What is meant by: 

a) Irrigated rice culture 

b) Intensive farming 

c) A commercial crop 

10. What other commercial crops do the rice farmers also raise? 

11. What is meant by plantation agriculture? 

12. What are the chief plantation crops? 

13. Below are some statements which explain why the Asiatic rainforest is . 
important commercially. If the statement is true, place a T in the 

blank before it. I£ the statement is false, place an F in the blank, 

and cross out the part that is false, and in the space below the 

statement rewrite the false portion so that it is true. 

a) The products of this region can be collected at a few important 

shipping centers trom which the products are transported to the 

west. 



b) From these centers, Singapore, Batavia, and Manila, the products 

of the region are transported by ship and railroad to the indus

trial centers of the western world. 

c) The dense population of the region fUrnishes a large supply of 

workers, but they are unreliable and lazy so that Europeans must 

be imported to do most of the work. 

d) No modern manufacturing is done in this region, but simple manu

facturing is done in homes and small shops. 

e) The Ewopeans found in this region are primarily the British and 

the Dutch since this region has been under their rule .for several 

hundred years. 

14. In a .few sentences show w}V Singapore is referred to as "the cross

roads or the East." 

15. On your map or .Asia locate and label: 

a) SUmatra h) India 

b) Java i) Ceylon 

c) Borneo j) Indian Ocean 

d) New Guinea k) Pacific Ocean 

35. 



e) Celebese 

£) Malay Peninsular 

g) Burma 

1) Singapore 

m) Rangoon 

n) South China Sea 

16. On your map o£ Australia and the Philippines locate and labels 

a) Philippine Islands £) New Guinea 

b)Mamla g)hn 

c) Australia h) Indian Ocean 

d) Celebeae i) Coral Sea 

e) Borneo 

17. On your maps of both .Asia, and Australia and: the Philippines shade 

in the rain£orest regions and make a key to explain your shading. 
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4D. 

UNrr III 

THE SAVANNAS 



EXPIDRING THE TROPICAL SAVANNAS 

1 • . Study the map on page 78. On your outline map of the world shade in 

the al"eas which have savannas. !\.take a key to explain your shading. 

2. Study Figs. 'n and 79 in your texts. F.rom these figures what do you 

learn abouta 

a) The topograpw .of the savannas__._........., __________ _ 

b) The vegetation of the savannas --------------

3. The tropical savannas are lands o£ alternate rainy and dry seasons. 

a) Ibw does this affect the landscape? 

b) How does this change of seasons explain the statement that the 

savannas are lands of alternate feast and f'amine? 

c) North o£ the equator the rainy season in the saTanDas extends 

f'.rom the months of' ------ to ------· 

e) What is the position o£ the sun in relation to the savannas 

during the rainy seasons? 

4. In the space below draw a diagram to slx>w the position of the S1.m. in 

relation to the earth during the rainy season in India. 

41. 



5. IDeate the savanna regions on your population map on pp 4 and 5. 

a) In most places the density o£ population is to ____ , 

or to __... ___ _ 

b) In India the population density is ------ to ----

per square mile. 

1.2. 



THE AmiCAN SAVANNAS 

1. In exploring the African savannas what would you be apt to find in 

each of the following categories? 

a) Animals 

b) Insects 

c) Vegetation 

2. Fill in the blanks in the following chart so that you can compare the 

different savanna regions of' A:f'rica. In cases where an i tam is of' no 

major significance in a region the blank has been crossed out. 

West Mrica East Africa South Africa 

a) Topograpb;r 

b) Vegetation 

c) Natives 

d) Europeans 

e) Occupations 

f) Products 

g) Minerals 

--. 
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3. Tell about the problems that taee the farmer in the South African 

savanna region. 

4. On your map or Africa locate and label: 

a) Iake Victoria k) Kenya 

b) Nile River 1) Tanganyika Territory 

c) Lake Tanganyika 

d) Lake Nyasa 

e) Zambesi River 

f') r-tairo bi 

g) Johannesburg 

ll) Anglo Egyptian Sudan 

i) Ethiopia 

j) Uganda 

m) Northern Rhodesia 

n) Nyasal.and 

o) tbzambique 

p) Transvaal 

q) Natal 

r) Angola 

s) Southern Rhodesia 

t) French West Africa 

5. On your map or Af'rica shade in the savanna regions and make a key to 

explain your shading. 

6. Explain what each of the following is: 

a) Herbivore 

b) Carnivore 

44. 
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c) Harma ttan 

d) Rift valley 

e) Boer 

:f:) Kraal 





5. We are told that the cof'.fee trees need good water drainage and good 

air drainage. What is :meant by air drainage? How does it protect the 

trees from killing frosts? 

6. Compare the chart showing temperatures and precipitation for Cuyaba, 

Brazil (p.80), and the chart giving the same information about Sao 

Paulo, Brazil (p.99). mm what you kn.:nr about growing cof'f'ee, and 

f'rom what you read on these charta, why would you say that it would be 

more profitable to raise coffee in Sao Paulo than in ClJ1aba? 

7. Important to the coffee growers of' Brazil is the excellent transporta

tion which is available, and without which they would be unable to 

transport their product to market. Describe the transportation facili

ties of this region of Brazil. 

8. West of the coffee regions the character of Brazil's savanna changes, 

and the products and the population change accordingly. 

a) What is the principal occupation in Brazil's far west? 

b) In what ways are the transportation facilities of this region 

different from those of the coffee region? 

47. 



c) How does the density of' the population change? 

9. The grasslands of' Venezuela are lmown as llanos. lrey might you expect 

to find them a land of' "cattle and cowboys" as, indeed, they are? 

10. On your map of' South America locate and labelt 

a) Venezuela 

b) Bolivia 

c) Sao Paulo 

d) Rio de Janeiro 

e) Sao Francisco River 

f') Orinoco River 

g) Caracas 

h) Ciudad Bolivar 

11. Shade in the savanna region of' South America, and make a key to ex ... 

plain your shading. 





THE AUSTRALIAN SAVANNAS ARE ALIDST EMPTY LANDS 

1. lbw is the topograpey of the .l.ustralian savanna different :f'rom that of 

At'rica and South America? 

2. The vegetation of' the Australian savanna is similar to that of other 

saYannas you have studied. The aniJDa1 life, however, is quite diff'er

ent. Fill in the blanks below with the names of animals which are 

found only in the IA.ustralian savannas • 

.3. Describe the life of' the aborigines of' Australia. 

4. The savannas of Australia have been disappointing to settlers. 

Why were the following people disappointed? 

a) Farmers 

b) Cattle raisers 

5. Tell why each of the following places is important. 

a) Darwin 

b) Queensland 

6. On your map of Australia locate and labela 

;o. 





OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR UNIT III 

1. l.Bke an enlarged map of one ot the following savanna regions: 

a) west Uriea 

b) East Africa 

e) IDd1a 

d) Venezuela 

e) BrazU 

t) Austnlia 

On this map show some of the outstanding features sueh as: 

a) Topography - especially in the East African snanna. 

b) Centers of population 

c) An1El life 

d) Races which predoJI2.1Date in the region 

e) Products 

f) Transportation facilities 

2. Prepare a skit showing a Brazilian and an Austt-alian f'rom. the sa'ftJUla 

regions of those countries comparing their respective regions and their 

lite there. 

3. Prepare an illustrated report on the coffee industry in Brazil f'roa 

the planting to the final consumption in the United States. Sug

gested source of information: Pan-American Coffee Bureau, 120 •11 st., 

New York 5, New York. 

4. Prepare a report expJ.aintag the monsoons of India. Make diagrams to 

illustrate your report. 

;. Make a report on one of the following aspects of India: 

52. 




















































































































































































































































