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?starange of all the peculiar things we find.

ffrow aifferent fundamentalf notions -and tastes,leading to the. q

fwildest Bchemes and most absurd claims. But as the process of
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iGod intended. Compeled.to advance in the darkness haunted by |
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A comparison of the dispensations of the Kingdom of

Godyas professed respectively by the Mormons and Mohammedans:

In the world of phenomenayman is not the least. We
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wlabsl that phenomena which appears strange,and man is not least

i In all that which he proudly calls religion,philosophy,
;scienaeQand art,we find hig strange conceits and vegaries mix-

iad with the rational and true. 80 that he rumbers his schools|

gsysbems,procasses and creeds,by the hun&bég.’MNAil proceeding

g . 0y ;
tevolution goes on working out $he etergal purpose of God,the %
|

leverlasting Father,order proceeds out of chaos,and the astrology

%necromancy.and aivinatior,the queer soglal orders and gystems, “
*the welird fancies and fearful dreams,of generatdions dead and i

gone,gi?e placé to rationdl science and philosophy,and the graar

tunfolding world religion crowns it all. |
i In no sphere of human activity,have the queer conceits of ﬁ
¢'= taken more fantastic shape,than in thalt of religion. Here. xl
” ve find the clearest trace Of that greab moral and mental catas’

Htroph@ in the dawn of human 1ife,when man chose self in place ﬁJ

}of God,and took his place as a pupil in a &chool,other than

Eavery shadow, terrified by a shooting star.appalle&‘by the
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;natural working of bhe laws of nabure.guided by warped and dis»

*eased conscience,and a dim vague instinct. And 80 he has |

ffillsd the ages with broken and crumbling monuments o his

i
l

} 14gnorance and folly,his superstition and egotism,™ To be the
i <
;1augh1ng stock of the thoughtless of futurs generations,an {

object of profound study on the part of the wise,but the subjec
of unfathomable mercy on the part of God.
No Christisn nation,even in the 1ight of the boasted

0

ﬂcivilizatiOn of the nineteenth century,has yet reached a peint.J
Iwhere even the majority of its citizens have been emancipated H
;fram error,as witness “Christian scienbe”,spiritualism.Mormon !§
! ism,yea even soroery. In the light of our condition,with Lﬁgii
!trubb 80 available,we are oonstrained to cry,“How long,d Lord, M

~

| how Longt™ .

j But in all these systems ¢f error,there is that traditigzjl

 grain of truth,whioh will ulfimately emancipate itself from i

chalins of falsechood and rise pure and free into the 1life of

|
!
i
i

t God in the souls of redeemed men., To this all history and

r
,?revelation polnts.God sceks. man ané man God. Wherever man 18}
’éfound there we find the phenomena of this universal quest on ?
Ethe part of man. There seems to be no queer form left for th&
}iimagination t0 evolve,which this seeking on the s2rt of man h.{
| not assumed abt some period in the history of, and by some porti:
of the race. fr .
But from the very dawm of history there haé issued one %i

true faith,that in all its different unfoldings,ha@ been the



?same and whose tenets in every period of its history have pro-

I
clamed it to be the one great,all embracing world-faith. %
Yot even the truth of this one world-faith could not hin-

der 1ts contamination Lo a greater or less degree by the great |

:ethnié gystems with which it co-exlsted,and came into coptact,
ﬁby war and commercial intercourse. It could not be intrusted
: i

ﬁto a peculiar people,specially trained in its precepts,and ﬁ
fconfiﬁed to a certain territory,and not still be influenced and%
ﬁcolored by the impure faiths of other people. Human nature
{waa not adequate to the task of conserving its.truth and purity[
fin the undeveloped condition of the race. It is little wonder|
kthen that even within the pale ¢f the greatl world-religion

qitself,sys@@ms have been brought forth and have enlisted hosts

I
i
{of followers,
Of these distorted forms of the one true faith it is our l
' |

; « |
jof the dispensations of thé kingdom ogf God which they profess -

lto represent.

!
]l
The first of these systems is .that professed by the Hoham»l

Jsuperétition. Its compohent parts are Judaism,Christianity, 1
iHeathen philosophy,and superstition. {

The second system which we compare wi@h the above,is that

[saints,or the Church of Mormen. This system ib a product of
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?purposa to exemine and compale two,in their different conceptiohs

3



# any of them. Finally his agpny of mind became so great thab

i he should restore the faith of the Churoh,anﬁ prepare it to

|
,
1
, |
}ﬁhat we might call pagan Christianity,or father of imperfect. 1
conceptions of the Kingdom of God,snd the vagaries of .an abnor i
mal mind dsvoted Lo s&1f~a§§andizment.

We are all familiar with the history of Hohawmeb,the f’cunn

i
i
|
;er of the Tirst,and it is neecdless to give the details of the

! the hundred million,: But Mornanism is ot s8b we¢ll known to

|
I

%founding of the ®*fafth of Islam which numbers dbs adhsrents byi
; |
1
|
us in apite of the fact that it has been formulated and develc{

;
;ed in our own Country within the 'last sixty years.

i Tts founder was Joseph Smith,who was borm of Hew England .
&pareﬁba, He came 0 manhood with bt l1ittle education and

]
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|
]
il
; |
7ftra1n1ng,and bore a repubatidn which was not the besgt. He w
t
!turnad hie mind toward religlon VGry earlysaccording to his b

IOWn account,and tried separately Lhe Baptist,Methodist, Presby—'

terian and Congregational Churches,but fcund no satisfaction in

|
the arose in the night and besought ‘heaven for' light,and in
’answeg to his agonizing prayoryan angel came to him and inform-
’i 4 him,that because of the unfaithfulness of the church,tlie
| priesthood had boen taken away,but that because of the fasthfull
%'neas and earnestness of Josedh,he should be commissioned e

i
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| priest,and prophet,after the order of HMelchdsadek,and then
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i receilve the Lord of the Millennium, And he was to receive out
i‘«of the ground holy and prophetic records of a family of Jews

| who had emigrated from Jerusalem in the time 6? Ze%ﬁki&h,and

3



| £4nd,and translated them,forming tho book of Morm@r, This is |

!
!. These records,writtén on plates of gold,he ‘professed Lo
|
|

their most sacred bookysalthough they class many other writings
by their different leaders as ingpired.

Smith soon gabthergd a bhand of followesrs as ignorant and

| superstitious as himself, They settled in Ohio,then went to

i
|

Mo, ,and from thers to Xli. In all these places they suffered

| bitter persecutions,and were driven out,and in Fl), Smith was

9
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;rank&,and they rapidly increascd in numbers,

§ the shores of the Great Salt Lake. Here by their wise policy

| in dealing with the Indians,they made themsslves a secure retrap
| at,at least from persecution by their fellow countrymen.
;their industry and frugality they made the desert to bloom likg
l a2 garden,In 1847 the teryitory which they occupied was -organiz
led by the Federal authorities into thé Térritory of Utak,and

I Brigham Young the temporal and apiritbal -successor of Joseph

the seer,was appointed by Pres.Filmore as Governor.

}Sbaté of the Union,and as a pesult a greéab tide of emmigration |

The Church sent out missfqn&rieaquzﬂurope and into every

| of,in most cases,the most ignorant and superstitious classes

ﬁof natdves and foresigners,and the new State,called by the

JMormans themselves,the Btgte of Duserts began Lo attain a rapid

F

i ®1le® by a mob. This persecution only served 4o gwsll théir |
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‘ There are many unpleasant rumors connected with its his-
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Ft.ory for the past Tifpy years,and in most cases these are more
! ,

kthan rumorsrby well established proof,thsey appear to be fact.
[

K
|

Led to be a temporal as wallas a spiritual dbody,and such in
B

ffact 1t was until the PFederal Government, efgcted legislation
kwhich deprived the so called saints of their political power.
fAng as rallways and the wosbward,progrqgs of the great Gentile
Cpopuiations have filled the territory with other churches and
gschools,the power of Morman has begun to rapidly wane.

@$ Asto their form of organizatlon there Iz no similarity,

I
i

'whatGVQr bebwean MormAn and Islam, The first 1is a tyrennical
t

hierarchy,the latter i3 a faith which submits only to the one
:God and his prophet. In Mormfn there is a complicated priest
‘hood,while in Islem every #oslem is his own priest and he

acknowledges the present authOr;ty of only one prophet,Moham~

i

!
|
:med,who has superceded all others. The Mormins have a very

;extensiva and complicated priesthood. First comes the Presi-
;denuy,composed of three persons,to correspond with the trinity
ﬁof Heaven,ﬁext the high aposgolic college,congisting of twelve

‘aposbles then there are high-priests,priests,elders,blshops,

rteachers and deacons,besides any saint 1s liable to be called oh

|
i
X
i

at any moment to go sut as e missionary or traveling teacher.

|

The Morman ildea of God 1s at basis Buddhistic. They
iconceiva of the sypreme being as only a perfect man,whose

{degree of perfection is such,that he may be called infinite.
|
1 —— e
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! The Mormén Church by 1ts nature end constitution is intendh
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I They insist that he has bodily parts,and is to all intents and

e

}purposes an advanced man. They make him only one in an infi-

!nita series of divine belngs,and doldly speak of the grand-

| |
| father,and great grandfather of God. They themselves expect i
ito become in the next world,Gods 1little and great,in proportionj
:to the size of their families. 4
How different is the Moslom conception of the one Supreme g

1

|
[
!Beingl “There is no God but anse”,and this one the Hoslem
I

1conceives of as pure spirit without beyginning or end.omnipotent

l
$
Ethan the pure Buddha 24 conception,for the Buddhd believes |
[that he will loose himself 4n the suvreme ineffable Being: ?
I

vhile the Latter Day Saint fondlm dresams of a personal Godohead

for himself. ' i

omnipresent,and omniscient. The Morman ildea is really lower §
i
I

The HMorman believes that Jesus Christ. is the Son of the |
Virgin by a material union with God,that the Virgin Hary was
actually married to God,and further that Gad himself was the

result of a previous such marriage. They accept his death as

i
|
|
|
|

Efn atonement for the¢ sins of every one who believes on hin

%'hrough their Church; novertheless they make the atomement
i

iineffective by declaringfthat it is not available for every sin
|
I

|
[ hat @&ven in the Church of Morman there are some whose sins may|
|
j ot be forgiven them without shedding the last drop of their l

\
iblood. This doctrine Young and his preachers have openly

i
declared,and advised the people that the greatest favor they |
|
I

\ h
I

{
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I
|

|

1} uld grant 8ome of their friends,was to slay them,which done
;,_

!
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lin faith,would secure thelir gsalvation. They belittle the

Isavior,st111 fyrther, by affirming that he was the legal hus-

ﬁband of theee Wwives.
ﬁ Though the Moslem doss not admit the divinity of Christ,or
;recognize hipg,as they claim,gupposed deamh,yet thelr conceptiof

uof his person ig infinitely above that of the Mormin in moral

l ¢ ox b ¥ }
jprophet and teacher,and Hohdmmed clalms for him what he does

fnot oldim for himself,mamely,tbat he was sinlees, They believ§:

!
i B!

jthat his birth was a miraclse,caused by God but. deny that God,

..,

1*“vho s not begotten not himself begetter;“ was .his father in

i

|
ftone. They acknawledge bim next to Mohammed as the greatest i
|
|
i
i
i
|

jany other sense than- be is the father of all men. They

ibeliev@ that Christ will anhounaa the Millennium and the estab-

lishment of Iglam in every part of the world. The Moslem
revereo and honoers Christ as a greab prophet though secondary
to?Mohammed who sucoeeded him,yet 1s their conception of Him

a freat deal more praisgworthy,than that of morman,which in

f
|
i
|
]name of the Savior means to the Christlan.
i
{ The Morman belleves that the Holy Tpirit is the concommi-
ltant will of both Pather and Son,binding the twvd together and
|
Iharmonizing them in all theilr work. Thus they claim Lo bellevy

1
|
dootrine and practice is a travesty upon everything that the |
i
|
1
|
|
t
}in a trinity,and they belleve in the trinity Just as they do

'1n God, for they hold that another trinity preceded the present

lone compoged of Rlohim,Jehovah and Michael, (Adam) ,and another

ﬁone back of that, etc.
l S —
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Morman and Moslem both believe,es all others believe,

N

| that the faith which they profess,and which they claim is a

i8pecial revelation,1s the only true one,and destined to uni-

| versal adoption,and that therc is salvation in no other.

The Hormins believe that the time is not far away when al
; of two
4 people will gather under one krus bannerg,one the host of mor-.

ﬁmﬁh;the other,the army of the Pope of Rome. Betwsen them
ﬁthere is to be a &reat battle resulting in victory for ‘the

‘\

lnosts of Mormah led by Joseph the seers They will then take

{
i
|
| possession of the world,and Christ will come and reign over

fthem here on earth for a thougand years. At the olose of
this hillennium those who have nob becn sincere in their obe-

dience,will be permitted to show their rebsllious spirit under

wthe leadership of Satan,and finally destroyed. The earth
lwill then be celestialiaed,and given forever to the faithful.,
‘They attribute a kind of life to ths earth.believing that it
?is a kind of creature.

The position o6 be occupieg by tﬁé gaint in this hsw

|world is to dotermined by the size of their familigs. This

i Gome authorities claim that piupal marriege grew out of the
i F

1
|
|
i
|
|
|
|
; |
ldoctrine seems to have bosn the result of plural narriage.
1
idoctrine. - However,the greater the number of their wives and
|
|
|
|



¢1ittle green bird,await the Jjudgment day. The souls of infi-

ldels are kept in a certain well in the chambers of death,and
}are subject to terrible torture until the, Judgment day. In
gfact howvever,in all thege questions there ls a great deal of ;
%diffarenoa among the theologlans of Islam, After a great

”many wars and eveén a great deal of misfortune to Islam 1tse1f,’
;the Judpment, day will Be ushered in by three great blasts, firsbg
‘that of consternation. This will Be s0 awful that heaven and |
earth will melt with its sound: Second, that of examination‘willi
]

anihilate all things and beings,even the angel of Death,
’exc&pt Baradise and Hell: Thirg, that of the resurrectior,when
all men,Hohammed first,will be raised from thedead. The day
of judgmant 18 expected to last from pne to Cifty thousand,yearg
and during‘tnat timg angels,genii,men and animals and devils, ﬂ
%

The trial over,all both good .and bad,will ,ass over the bridgeg

jof Al.Sirat,which is as small as a liair,and sharp as a aword,
Hand hedged with thorns on either side. The rightecus =1ill be {
|
?hall,whish is divided 1into seven apartments,and asslgned. .0 W
Ivicked Mohawmmedans,dJews,Christians,Sabians,Maglans, idolaters, I
land the lowest of all to hypocrites,who profess religion but
%really have uone. The depree of pain will vary according to
%th@ sin, Those found worthy of paradise will there enJoy the
ﬁmost unbounded delights of every sort, Each one will have r
z

Lallotted %0 him a retinue of eighty thousand servants,and seven

by

itwo girls of paradise,besides,if He so desire she may have




all the wives which he possessed while on earth.,

j The institution of poljgamy,which 15 really the only
I

[similarity between Mormén and Islam,was established in each

lexamination of Mormén we are led to believe that plural marriagg
%

a8 not at first added to the system,because of evil desire,

i

f
‘
i

|
I
tbut from the dootrine that a saint’s position and dignity was

1
!systam Trom different motives. From a careful and unprejudiced
1
1
i
|
I
I
i
i 0 be enhanced by the sisze of Qis fenlly. The samo dottripne

!

f

tled to the practice of adoptionsand a Mormg; will adopl anyone

and every one whose consent he-scan obiain, and womén are married

-y a spiritual process o0 men who have beup in their graves

o' years.

!

On the othor hand,Islam adopted polygamy partly os a solu-

’ !

[ Yon of the question as to what they should do with the female
'ca.pmves of war. Lookiny at vhe subject in the light of the .
best. motives which we are able to attribute to eithor party |

ve must givo the benefit of the best side of the compariadén Lo

} he Mormans. But it is 1ol Lo be denied that motives of lust

‘influenced the lsaders of both and,Judging from moral surround—[

i
|

\
!

lin&s and education we must pive the most oxcuse to Iglam., With)
k he exception of this one institution,there is no comparison
f@o be made bebween the two systems.

J; Iaiam,if it has done wucth evil,has also some good Lo be
iLredited with. From the 9th to the 13th centuries Islam was

? he enlightened teacher of barbarpous Europe. It had much to

i
1@0 with the development of science and art during this perion.

l

)
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iﬁuch classical literaturs would have been forever lost,had
i

Xit not found e home in the schools of Islam during the dark
l ” On the oth.r hand Mormenism has done nothing ,and is
nothing; all that it has gccomplished would have been accom=- l
iplished sooner end bestter had thalt s0 called church never come }

We are able to say with confidence that ;
oseph Smith was an impostop.

The HMorman church 1s rapidly being disinteprated. Islem |

i
|

if
1

Authorities and literature consulted.
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