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Special issue: Wednesday, March 30, 1983 a publication for the people of University Hospital 

e 

ABERCROMB IE THANKS STAFF FOR CRISIS REACTION 

J . Scott Abercrombie Jr., M.D., president, today extended his heartfelt 
t hanks to Un i versity Hospital employees for their cooperation in assuring 
t he cont i nued smooth operation of the Hospital during this morning's 
extremel y try i ng hostage situation. 

As most empl oyees already know, a University Hospital employee was held 
capti ve in an elevator opposite the nursing station on C-3 by a man with a 
kni fe. 

Thro ugh what President Abercrombie called "the masterful handling" of 
t he situat ion by the Boston Police Department and its trained specialists in 
host age negot i at i ng, the situation was resolved at 10:25 this morning. The 
po l i ce subdued t he man and rescued the employee he had oeen holding after 
more than t wo hours of negotiations. 

Abercr ombie especially praised the solid performance of those employees 
and departments directly involved in keeping the are~ ·secure, cooperating 
wi t h t he Bo ston Pol ice and attending to patients duri_ng the ordeal. 
Abercr omb ie al so extended thanks to Boston's Depart[lle'nt of Health and 
Hosp i t al s, which had a rescue team on hand during the .emergency. 

"Everyone i nvo l ved was calm and competent. They demonstrated 
professsional i sm as well as compassion," said Abercromoie. He also thanked 
pat ients, vi sitors and the entire staff for their uhderstanding during this 
rare upset in Hospi t al routine. 


