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CHAPTER I 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY 

Importance of this survey. In these times of count-

less world-wide dist.urbances, foreign an d domestic problems, 

it seems that the teaching of current events not only has a 

definite place in the social studies, but is a marked neces-

sity that should frequently be brought to the attention of 

the social studies class. In accomplishing this, the social 

studies teacher must continually be on the alert for all 

sources of current information in order to find the best pos-

sible aids to the periodic discussion of current events. 

However, the methods employed by each social studies teacher 
./ 

vary in presentation, stress, frequency, effect and follow-up. 

In this survey, the methods used by a group of social studies 

teachers will be presented, leaving the evaluation to the 

reader. 

A review of past studies. In the past two decades, 

the growing need for young people to understand world prob-

lema by the teaching of current events has been stated and 

promoted by many educators. Kimball, who foresaw the impor-

tance of such instruction over twenty years ago, presents a 

<concise definition: 

1 



2 

Current events is concerned with all those happen­
ings -- both domestic and international; whether social, 
political, or economic -- a knowledge and understanding 
of which is necessarl as a basis for a citizenship of 
loyalty and service. 

Kimball2also lists the following type lessons frequent-

ly used by social studies teachers in introducing cu rrent 

events: 

1. The textbook method. 

2. The assigned topic me tho d. 

3. The committee method. 

4. The laboratory method. 

5. The socialized recitation. 

6. The lecture method. 

In the textbook method, every pupil is given access 

to a newspaper, the minimum textbook for the study of current 

events. Also, the many weekly and monthly classroom news­

papers and/or magazines, such as American Observer, Current 

Events, Scholastic, Our Times, and Every Week, are available 

as reliable, up-to-date information written for various grade 

and age levels. The teacher must select the publication which 

appears best to fill the particular needs of the class. All 

items, such as cost, presentation, lack of prejudice, illus-

trations, frequency of publication and teaching-aids, should 

1Reginald Stevens Kimball, Current Events Instruction, 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1929, p. 12. 

2 Ibid., P• 21. 
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changed a great deal. -Wesley devotes an entire chapter to 

suggest procedures, activities, materials and objectives in 

the study of contemporary issues in the current era. He says: 

Formerly teachers and students stressed current events 
by which they meant primarily national and local occur­
rences with only slight and incidental -attention to world 
affairs. Such limitations were ·not serious then, but a 
local, limited and provincial outlook is no longer ten­
able: The times call f£r an expanded and inclusive pro-
gram of current events. · 

The objectives of current events in the social studies 

classroom must also be recognized before any methods are I 

attempted. Wesley's2 list of such objectives seems quite 

complete in that respect: 

1. To expand popular information. 

2. To develop skill in locating reading materials on ' 
particular topics. 

3. To promote the critical appraisal of information 
obtained from radio, newspapers, magazines, etc. 

4. To promote discrimination in the choice of offers ' 
and sources of information. 

5. To develop skill in resolving inconsistencies, 
contradictions and errors. 

6. To increase the ability to distinguish between 

I 

fact and opinion, between a major and a minor fact, 
between permanent principles and a temporary trend. 

7. To develop the ability to distinguish the signifi-
1 cant from the trivial. 

1 Edgar Bruce Wesley, Teaching Social Studies in High 
Schools, Boston: D. c. Heath and Company, 1950, p. 383. 

2 
Ibid., pp. 384-385. 
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8. To develop the ability to make valid generaliza­
tions. 

9. To broaden and deepen sympathies. 

10. To promote better understanding and toleration. 

11. To increase faith in the democratic process. 

12. To vitalize citizenship. 

13. To appreciate the interdependence of peoples and 
nations. 

14. To promote the caus e of world peace. 

I 
lj 

I 

In planning the current events program, regardless of 1 

I! 
the ultimate methods decided upon, Wesley believes that the 

teacher who me.rely calls for student reports on news i terns 

wh i ch they have chanced to read and then leads a class dis-

cussion on the matters, is not conducting an acceptable pro- 1 

I 
gram in current events. Instead., the years program in cur-

rent events could be planned in September. In so doing, the 

'I study of current events would be relieved from the aimless-

1

1
ness which has at t irn.es characterized the current events 

program. 1 In following this idea of long-range planning, 

I1 Wesley2 suggests a list of procedures and activities: 
I . 

I 1. Let pupils select and report on topics of their 
choice. 

2. Let the teacher demonstrate before the class how 
to read an article critically. 

1 . 
Edgar B. Wesley, op. cit., u. 395. 

II 
I 

I 
I 

II 

I 
I 
I 2I · .d -.!?2:._.' pp. 397-398. --t---
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22. Plan a current events match after the manner of 
a spelling match. 

23. Draw cartoons which interpret current issues. 

24. Before the assembly present a news broadcast. 

25. From the news of one day prepare a list of the 
instances of economic interdependence among 
nations. 

No doubt, many social .studies teachers have through 

the years compiled a list similar to Wesley's. However, the 

compilation of an activity list, the choice of a method, or 

methods, of teaching current events, must be accompanied by 

the realization of the cautions to be observed in such teach-

ing. Samford and Cottle advocate a definite pattern of study 

and discussion to be established to ensure continuity in the 

study of current events, as a caution to the possibility that 

the pupil is merely studying the news as an end in itself. 

They also warn that the teacher should use discretion in 

determi ning which events are merely interesting and which 

ones may have a deeper significance. 1 Another caution to be 

observed is the dangerous over-stress of current events which 

may lead to the lowering of other subjects to secondary sta-

ture. 

Samford and Cottle, agreeing that the social studies ' 

teacher must select the best methods of presenting current 

events, also introduce the historical method, heretofore not 

in the 
1952 

1 
Clarence D. Samford and Eugene Cottle, Social Studies 

Secondary School, New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., . 
• 169. 
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Studies Department of the West Bridgewater High School 

(formerly the Howard High School), West Bridgewater, Massachu-
1 

setts. 

A complete list of the school systems in the Brockton 

area receiving questionnaires can be found in Table I on 

following page. All information for the table was gathered 
II 

from the annual report of the State Department of Education, 
II 

for the year ending June 30, 1951. The town and city popula-

tions are included, along with the student population in the 

grades seven through twelve, merely to form a comparison for 

the reader. 
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TABLE I 

POPULATIONS AND SECONDARY SCHOOL 
ENROLMB'"J\TTS OF CITY A.ND TOWN 

SYSTEMS RECEIVING QUESTIONNAIRES 

Population Number of Students 
City and Town Systems (1950 Census) (Grades VII - XII) 

Over 10,000 people 

1. Brockton 62,856 3,565 
2. Taunton 40,056 1,918 
3. Stoughton 11,139 654 
4. Middleborough 10,139 811 
5. Randolph 10,007 748 

5,000-10,000 people 

6. Bridgewater 9,513 462 
7. V'Jhitman 8,422 759 
8. Mansfield 7,156 478 
9. Foxborough 7,037 453 

10. Easton 6,248 449 

Less than 5,000 people 

11. Sharon 4,832 417 
12. East Bridgewater 4,409 352 
13. Norton 4,368 262 
14. Holbrook 4,007 295 
15. West Bridgewater 4,001 337 
16. Kingston 3,449 233 
17. Hanover 3,378 242 
18. Avon 2,666 188 19. Norwell 2,496 153 
20. Plainville 2,086 141 

,j 
I 

II 

I 
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conferences were held with members of the West Bridgewater 

High School faculty who had any social studies training or 

experience, to obtain items that they considered important to l 

such a survey. The Superintendent of Schools, the principal 

of the high school, and the school guidance director were 

among the first to be interviewed, for their suggestions and 

opinions as to what the survey should cover and the ultimate 1 

uses to which the information could be put in our own Social 1 

Studies Department. In this manner, the writer collected 

numerous items for the proposed questionnaire to add to his 

own and those suggested by the social studies teachers in the 

1 class at Bridgewater State Teachers College. The criteria 

for good questionnaire construction was carefully considered 

while reviewing each item for suitability to the survey. The 

guidance director was a particular source of help in this mat-
1 

ter, due to his vast experience in questionnaire constructionJ 

: tabulation and analysis. The major key in the questionnaire II 

was of the free-answer type, thereby permitting the Pespon­

dents an opportunity to express their advantages and/or short-1 

comings in the use of their most successful methods. This I 

question, the last in the questionnaire, would be particularly 

valuable to the writer in selecting respondents for later 

interviews. It would also enable the writer to place each 

method in a category. The item requiring a list of the class1 

room newspapers and/or magazines subscribed to by the pupils 

was also included in anticipation of the interviews, wherein 
1 
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a check-list for these 

be discussed. Another 

aids to current events teaching would jj 

free-answer type question was included 
II I so that the respondents could state their major difficulties 

I 

•in conducting classes in current events. It is therefore a 

'possibility that the continuing search !'or new methods would I 
II ,. 

1

eliminate many such problems. Realizing , however, that the 11 

. respondents would be burdened with a questionnaire containing il 
I 

1many free-answer type questions, since they doubtlessly follow1 
I 

a busy schedule, the writer decided upon short-answer, check- 11 

list questions for the remainder of the items. A suggestion 11 

by Dr. S. P. Wronski of the Boston University School of Edu- II 
cation, not to require the respondent to enter his name, was II 

also followed. Dr. Wronski believes that teachers are far )1 

jl 

less inclined to answer when they receive a questionnaire 

asking for their name. Instead, the writer gave the respon­

' dents the option of signing their name to the questionnaire 

I if they w-ould · be available for a future interview. It was 

hoped that enough of the respondents would do this to enable 

the writer to have at least one interview in each method 
I 
1category. If not, he would have to rely upon the teachers 

previously approached at the Bridgewater State Teachers College.: 
I A copy of the instrument can be found in Appendix A. 1 

The cover letter to be sent with the questionnaire I 
was also discussed with faculty members and adriJ.inistrators of l, 

I 

the West Bridgewater High School for constructive criticism. I 

I 
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The mechanics of the letter were approved by the head of the 

English Department. The major purpose of this letter was to 

serve as a motivating instrument, ·explaining the reasons of 

II 

the survey to the respondent. It was decided to make the 

letter as short, simple and pers·onalized as possible. By the q 

same tokens, a plan for a follow-up letter was drawn up with 

the same purpose in mind. This second letter was in readiness 

.to be sent to those who failed to return the questionnaires in 

three weeks time, the deadline date. A second copy of the 

·questionnaire would also be included with the follow-up letter, 
I 

in the event that the first questionnaire was mislaid. Copies 

of both letters may be found in the Appendix. 
'I 

When all the necessary preparations for the question-

naire and cover letters were considered to be complete, the 

help of various school groups and classes was enlisted. Sten-

cils were cut by members of the advanced typing class, in 
I' 

relation to their unit on such work. The actual mimeographed ! 

, fonns were printed on the duplicating machine by two members I 

of the Office Practice class, and assembled by members of the 

Business Staff of the Howard Echo, the official West Bridge-

water High School newspaper. · The writer personally signed 

each cover letter, and in the case where the name of the 

. respondent was known through personal contact, it was written 

in the inside address as well as on the envelope. Inserted 

into each envelope was a stamped return envelope, with the 

address of the writer written upon it. It was felt that this 

I 
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was a necessary attempt to further ease the efforts of the 

respondent. 
I 

Plan for personal interviews. A survey of this sort, 

where personal ideas, opinions, trials and errors are of 

chief concern, would be quite incomplete with only returned 

questionnaires as a basis for the presentation of the various 1 

methods employed. For that reason, the writer, as previously 

mentioned, decided to personally inter-view at least one respcn-

dent in each method category, to be selected after the ques-

tionnaires were tabulated and categorized. At the latest, 

these interviews were to be accomplished two weeks after the 

last return arrived. A later deadline may result in the 
1 disinterest of the respondent. 

I 

The main portion of the interview will involve a dis­

cussion of the classroom newspapers and/or magazines used in 

seven through twelve, inclusive. The following check-list 

will serve as a guide to these discussions: 

l • . Price of the newspaper (or magazine). 
a. Do you consider it fair, and within the budget 

range of the pupils, or largest percent of your 
pupils? 

b. Are there any pupils who cannot subscribe becauJ 
of the price involved? 

2. Times of publication. 
a. Weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly. 
b. Are the latest issues promptly sent, or are 

there unnecessary delays? 









22 

TABLE II 

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF THE 
RETURNED QUESTIONNAIRES 

Initial forms 
Follow-up letters 

and forms 

Sent out 

40 

10 

Returned 

30 

4 

Percentage 

75.0 

40.0 

After the follow-up returns were included, the final 

percentage was 85%. 

The teachers included in this survey were the thirty­

four respondents currently teaching in grades 7 - 12, in the 

II 

II 
.Brockton area. The particular grades taught varied according , 

to the subjects. Many of the respondents, therefore, taught 

on more than one grade level. 

According to the tabulation of the questionnaire, the 1 

subjects taught in the social studies field, in order of 

frequency, were headed by Problems of Democracy, Ci vies, and ,
1 

United States History, in that order, with Sociology, Ancient
1 

History and Economics being mentioned the least number of 

times. The following table lists .the various social studies · 

courses and the number of times they were mentioned in 

answer to the second question of the questionnaire • 

. ,_ 
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TABLE III 

SOCIAL STUDIES SUBJECTS 
TAUGHT BY THE RESPONDENTS, 

I N ORDER OF FREQUENCY 

Subject Frequency 

Problems of Democracy 10 
Civics 9 
United States History 8 
7th and 8th g rade Social Studies 7 
World History 5 
Modern Problems 4 
Economic Geography 3 
World Geography 2 
Me dieval and Modern History 2 
Sociology 1 
Ancient History 1 
Economics 1 

It may be of interest to mention that the combined 

course in Sociology and Economics will not be offered at the 

1West Bridgewater High School for the year 1953 - 1954. Instead, 
I 

i t will be fused with the standard course in Problems of Dem- 11 

I 

ocracy, as described in the Program of Studies: 

In addition to the subjects commonly placed in this 
course (Problems of Democracy), such as: The Real Mean­
ing of Democracy; The Family ; Crime; and International 
Relations, to mention a few, the course will be enlarged 
to include unifs in the fields of Economics, Psychology 
and Sociology. 

In the smaller secondary schools, such a fusion seems 

to be quite practical. Problems of Democracy continuesto 

hold its. popularity as a senior course in social studies, 

lProgram of Studies, 1953-1954, West Bridgewater High ! 
School, West Bridgewater, Massachusetts. 
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The table on the preceding page only lists the basic 

1nethods used by the teachers in their classroom presentation 1 

I 
of current events. However, in filling out the questionnaire, 

I 

the respondents were asked to summarize the particular method
1 

which has been most successful in their classes. The group 

of thirty-four respondents cooperated on this point, so that 

in many instances a complete description of the particular J 

procedure was enclosed. This response aided the survey a 

great deal. The answers to that question were carefully 

studied, and all duplications were set aside. As it was pre-

viously stated, this survey will only present the various 

methods, leaving the final analysis to the reader. Therefore, 

it was deemed advisable at this point to insert the major 
I 
I 

points from each summary. In that way, the reader will see, 1 

h 
by examination, just what the most popular methods are in the 

secondary school Social Studies Departments in the Brockton 

area. The following quotations are listed according to the 

social studies course mentioned by the respondent in either 

the summary or in answer to the 2nd question of the question-
1
1 

naire. 

Problems of Democracy: 

A current events discussion usually takes place at 
the beginning of a class, varying in length according to 
the quality of the news and the interest of the class. 

Special reading reports are assigned every week to 
be written in summarized form on cards. 

ll 

Each pupil is 
will be featured 

that each problem as we study it 
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He knows also, that when we have done all we can with 
the problems, he must illustrate it, preferably by a 
news item from the . current press. He must clip the 
article, mount it on notebook paper, give his source and 
write a brief comment. 

Weekly panel-discussions on the particular problem · . 
we happen to be studying, are bolstered by the inclus ion 
of current happ enings that could affect the problem. 

Civics: 

Awareness is our objective. 

I seize every opportunity to correlate live news with 
concepts being studied in class. 

The students react and actively participate in period­
ical debates, tying in active citizenship with current 
events. 

United States History: 

We are on the alert to tie in the present with the 
past. I'm a strong believer in perspective. Our Times 
helps in this respect, especially in regard to constitu­
tional developments. 

I try to show similar situations in past history 
whenever possible • 

••• connect current events with the past. Recent 
investigations with the Alien and Sedition Acts, etc. 

I do not believe in current events as a separate 
entity. It must be fused to be of real value. I leave 
it to the pupil's discretion in most instances, giving 
marks for the best class cooperation and interest shown 
by their own fusion. 

I 

Clippings are brought in by the students, read to the ll 
class and discussed in relation to past events. 

II 
When events of sufficient importance present them­

selves, we take on an entire period. We have thus far had 
at least one period on the national election, election 
reaul ts, local election, inauguration, death of Stalin 11 

and its . i mplications, the birthday of the United Nations, 
atomic tests in Nevada, the president's cabinet selections, 
and the Rosenberg Case. ' 


























































